CHAPTER SIX
MANKIND’S ORIGIN

The second chapter of Genesis is not another narrative of creation. Instead, it is the
detailed description of man’s formation which occurred in chapter one and from which the
generations or offspring of man then follows. So, beginning with verse four of Genesis,
chapter two, we have a depiction of creation from a different perspective. It gives to us the
necessity for God’s Global Positioning System, that is, God’s Plan of Salvation. Itis man-
centered since it is mankind that is going to need guided directions in order to be what God
has planned for mankind to do and to become.

GEN 2:4-6

4 THESE ARE THE GENERATIONS OF THE HEAVENS AND OF THE EARTH
WHEN THEY WERE CREATED, IN THE DAY THAT THE LORD GOD MADE THE
EARTH AND THE HEAVENS,

S AND EVERY PLANT OF THE FIELD BEFORE IT WAS IN THE EARTH, AND
EVERY HERB OF THE FIELD BEFORE IT GREW: FOR THE LORD GOD HAD NOT
CAUSED IT TO RAIN UPON THE EARTH, AND THERE WAS NOT A MAN TO TILL
THE GROUND.

6 BUT THERE WENT UP A MIST FROM THE EARTH, AND WATERED THE
WHOLE FACE OF THE GROUND.

As you know, water is required to sustain both animal and plant life. These verses say that
God had not sent rain upon the earth. Instead, enough moisture came up out of the earth
in the form of dew to give all living things, animals or plants, enough water on which to
survive. Even today, God always supplies all needs one way or another.

GEN 2:7

7 AND THE LORD GOD FORMED MAN OF THE DUST OF THE GROUND, AND
BREATHED INTO HIS NOSTRILS THE BREATH OF LIFE; AND MAN BECAME A
LIVING SOUL.

Please note that God, the Word, by using His faith and voice, had made everything
that had been made out of nothing. When it came to man, however, He made man out of a
preexisting material—dust. God molded man from the dust of the earth as a potter molds
clay. Then God’s breath, that is the Holy Spirit, the One who gives and sustains life, was
put into the man and he became alive.

Without God’s breath man’s body would have remained just a corpse. With God’s
breath within him, man acquired life in every area of his being—his body and his soul and
his spirit.. I hasten to add that man’s soul was not made from dust. God created it out of
nothing. The word translated soul in verse 7 does not make a distinction between mind and
spirit. It is obvious then that God created both the spirit and the mind. Man is a spirit that
has a soul and lives in a body. We are one human being, and we are to operate in the
spiritual, mental, and physical—all three—at the same time. When our spirit man gets
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saved, it is then to renew our minds which in return determines what actions our bodies are
to carry out in becoming a living sacrifice for the Lord. Ideally, this process will occur
instantly when we believe upon Jesus as our Savior. Realistically, it is usually a work in
progress and will not be totally completed until we get to Heaven.

The phrase in verse seven, breath of life should have been translated breath of lives.
The reason for needing to know the correct translation of this phrase will be discussed a
little later.

ECCL 12:7
7 THEN SHALL THE DUST RETURN TO THE EARTH AS IT WAS: AND THE
SPIRIT SHALL RETURN UNTO GOD WHO GAVE IT.

MATT 10:28

28 AND FEAR NOT THEM WHICH KILL THE BODY, BUT ARE NOT ABLE TO
KILL THE SOUL: BUT RATHER FEAR HIM WHICH IS ABLE TO DESTROY BOTH
SOUL AND BODY IN HELL.

LUKE 8:55
55 AND HER SPIRIT CAME AGAIN, AND SHE AROSE STRAIGHTWAY: AND HE
COMMANDED TO GIVE HER MEAT.

2 CORS:1-8

1 FOR WE KNOW THAT IF OUR EARTHLY HOUSE OF THIS TABERNACLE
WERE DISSOLVED, WE HAVE A BUILDING OF GOD, AN HOUSE NOT MADE
WITH HANDS, ETERNAL IN THE HEAVENS.

2 FOR IN THIS WE GROAN, EARNESTLY DESIRING TO BE CLOTHED UPON
WITH OUR HOUSE WHICH IS FROM HEAVEN:

3 IF SO BE THAT BEING CLOTHED WE SHALL NOT BE FOUND NAKED.

4 FOR WE THAT ARE IN THIS TABERNACLE DO GROAN, BEING BURDENED:
NOT FOR THAT WE WOULD BE UNCLOTHED, BUT CLOTHED UPON, THAT
MORTALITY MIGHT BE SWALLOWED UP OF LIFE.

S NOW HE THAT HATH WROUGHT US FOR THE SELFSAME THING IS GOD,
WHO ALSO HATH GIVEN UNTO US THE EARNEST OF THE SPIRIT.

6 THEREFORE WE ARE ALWAYS CONFIDENT, KNOWING THAT, WHILST WE
ARE AT HOME IN THE BODY, WE ARE ABSENT FROM THE LORD:

7 (FOR WE WALK BY FAITH, NOT BY SIGHT:)

8 WE ARE CONFIDENT, I SAY, AND WILLING RATHER TO BE ABSENT FROM
THE BODY, AND TO BE PRESENT WITH THE LORD.

PHIL 1:22-24

22 BUT IF I LIVE IN THE FLESH, THIS IS THE FRUIT OF MY LABOUR: YET
WHAT I SHALL CHOOSE I WOT NOT.

23 FORI AM IN A STRAIT BETWIXT TWO, HAVING A DESIRE TO DEPART, AND
TO BE WITH CHRIST; WHICH IS FAR BETTER:

24 NEVERTHELESS TO ABIDE IN THE FLESH IS MORE NEEDFUL FOR YOU.
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HEB 12:9

9 FURTHERMORE WE HAVE HAD FATHERS OF OUR FLESH WHICH
CORRECTED US, AND WE GAVE THEM REVERENCE: SHALL WE NOT MUCH
RATHER BE IN SUBJECTION UNTO THE FATHER OF SPIRITS, AND LIVE?

2 PET 1:34

3 ACCORDING AS HIS DIVINE POWER HATH GIVEN UNTO US ALL THINGS
THAT PERTAIN UNTO LIFE AND GODLINESS, THROUGH THE KNOWLEDGE OF
HIM THAT HATH CALLED US TO GLORY AND VIRTUE:

4 WHEREBY ARE GIVEN UNTO US EXCEEDING GREAT AND PRECIOUS
PROMISES: THAT BY THESE YE MIGHT BE PARTAKERS OF THE DIVINE
NATURE, HAVING ESCAPED THE CORRUPTION THAT IS IN THE WORLD
THROUGH LUST.

I1JN 4:17
17 HEREIN IS OUR LOVE MADE PERFECT, THAT WE MAY HAVE BOLDNESS IN
THE DAY OF JUDGMENT: BECAUSE AS HE IS, SO ARE WE IN THIS WORLD.

PS 82:6
6 1 HAVE SAID, YE ARE GODS; AND ALL OF YOU ARE CHILDREN OF THE MOST
HIGH.

It should be noted that the Second Person of the Godhead was also present and it
was He who gave Adam the Light of Life.

JOHN 1:4
4 IN HIM WAS LIFE; AND THE LIFE WAS THE LIGHT OF MEN.

With man now alive spirit, soul, and body. God now gives him a place to live here on earth.

GEN 2:8-17

8 AND THE LORD GOD PLANTED A GARDEN EASTWARD IN EDEN; AND THERE
HE PUT THE MAN WHOM HE HAD FORMED.

9 AND OUT OF THE GROUND MADE THE LORD GOD TO GROW EVERY TREE
THAT IS PLEASANT TO THE SIGHT, AND GOOD FOR FOOD; THE TREE OF LIFE
ALSO IN THE MIDST OF THE GARDEN, AND THE TREE OF KNOWLEDGE OF
GOOD AND EVIL.

10 AND A RIVER WENT OUT OF EDEN TO WATER THE GARDEN; AND FROM
THENCE IT WAS PARTED, AND BECAME INTO FOUR HEADS.

11 THE NAME OF THE FIRST IS PISON: THAT IS IT WHICH COMPASSETH THE
WHOLE LAND OF HAVILAH, WHERE THERE IS GOLD;

12 AND THE GOLD OF THAT LAND IS GOOD: THERE IS BDELLIUM AND THE
ONYX STONE.

13 AND THE NAME OF THE SECOND RIVER IS GIHON: THE SAME IS IT THAT
COMPASSETH THE WHOLE LAND OF ETHIOPIA.
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14 AND THE NAME OF THE THIRD RIVER IS HIDDEKEL: THAT IS IT WHICH
GOETH TOWARD THE EAST OF ASSYRIA. AND THE FOURTH RIVER IS
EUPHRATES.

15 AND THE LORD GOD TOOK THE MAN, AND PUT HIM INTO THE GARDEN OF
EDEN TO DRESS IT AND TO KEEP IT.

16 AND THE LORD GOD COMMANDED THE MAN, SAYING, OF EVERY TREE OF
THE GARDEN THOU MAYEST FREELY EAT:

17 BUT OF THE TREE OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOOD AND EVIL, THOU SHALT
NOT EAT OF IT: FOR IN THE DAY THAT THOU EATEST THEREOF THOU SHALT
SURELY DIE.

The garden had everything in it that Adam would ever need.

2 PETER 1:3
3ACCORDING AS HIS DIVINE POWER HATH GIVEN UNTO US ALL THINGS
THAT PERTAIN UNTO LIFE AND GODLINESS,

Adam was placed man in the garden to enjoy it. As best as we can tell, this garden was
probably where the present-day Iraq is located. God told the man that he was to make this
garden a productive garden. He was, also, to guard this garden against the enemy.

Remember Lucifer and his angels had already been casted to the region of the earth.
God told this man the he could eat freely from every tree in the garden with only one
exception. God probably pointed toward the Tree of Life as He told the man to eat freely.
He definitely wanted this man to eat from the Tree of Life. God did not make man eat
from it, however. That would have taken away man’s freedom of choice concerning eternal
life. God also probably pointed toward the tree of the knowledge of good and evil as He
instructed the man not to partake of it. Eating from it would result in both spiritual and
physical death. The only reason for this tree being in the garden was because God wanted
man to know that there was such a thing as evil. He did not want man to participate in it.
Man was to view evil from God’s prospective. Not to let man know about evil would have
deprived man of his free will. God wants mankind to choose to love Him—not forced to
love Him.

At this point, I want to throw in some information which I probably will repeat
when we get to the crucifixion of Jesus. This tree in the garden is the total opposite of the
tree upon which Jesus died. The tree of knowledge of good and evil was planted by God.
Man planted the cross. The tree of knowledge of good and evil was pleasant to the eyes. No
beauty could be seen in the One on the cross. The fruit on the tree in the garden was
forbidden for food. All are invited to taste and see that the Lord, the One who died on the
cross, is good. Satan tried to get man to eat from the tree in the garden, but he tries to get
man not to eat from the tree of Christ. The first tree brought sin and death. The cross
brings life and salvation. The first tree caused man to be cast out of Paradise. The second
tree is the means by which one can enter Paradise. There are a few similarities between the
two trees. Both were in a garden. They were both in the midst of other things. When you
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think about it they were both trees of knowledge of good and evil. Both could make a
person wise. A curse was connected to each tree.

The main emphasis man was to look like God; think like God; act like God; and do
the works of God. God put His life, His love, His nature, and His ability in man. Man was
intended to be God’s extension here on the earth. The glory of God was to radiate through
mankind. As you can see, God formed mankind in such a way that he could be the third
party that would one day judge satan.

Here are the details:
1. Adam had no knowledge of the conflict that had occurred in Heaven.
He had not even been formed at that time.
2. He was an outstanding citizen who had been made in the image of God.
He had been made to view all of creation in the same way that God sees it.
3. Adam had the ability to make sound judgments because they had learned
absolute truth from God Himself.

The Apostle Paul later discusses our ability to judge even satan himself.

2 COR 3:18

18 AND WE, WHO WITH UNVEILED FACES ALL REFLECT THE LORD'S GLORY,
ARE BEING TRANSFORMED INTO HIS LIKENESS WITH EVER-INCREASING
GLORY, WHICH COMES FROM THE LORD, WHO IS THE SPIRIT.

1 COR 6:3
3 KNOW YE NOT THAT WE SHALL JUDGE ANGELS? HOW MUCH MORE
THINGS THAT PERTAIN TO THIS LIFE?

God, in His sovereignty, meaning God could do whatever He wanted to, declared
that man was to have dominion over all the earth, including satan. Such authority would
require mankind to make all nature and all created beings subject to him. The whole earth
was to be subservient to the will of mankind. Man was given the job of making everything
give glory to the Lord.

PS 8:4-9

4 WHAT IS MAN, THAT THOU ART MINDFUL OF HIM? AND THE SON OF MAN,
THAT THOU VISITEST HIM?

S FOR THOU HAST MADE HIM A LITTLE LOWER THAN THE ANGELS, AND
HAST CROWNED HIM WITH GLORY AND HONOUR.

6 THOU MADEST HIM TO HAVE DOMINION OVER THE WORKS OF THY
HANDS; THOU HAST PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIS FEET:

7 ALL SHEEP AND OXEN, YEA, AND THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD;

8 THE FOWL OF THE AIR, AND THE FISH OF THE SEA, AND WHATSOEVER
PASSETH THROUGH THE PATHS OF THE SEAS.

9 O LORD OUR LORD, HOW EXCELLENT IS THY NAME IN ALL THE EARTH!
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God had made males and females of all the other animals, but only one man. This
man was absolutely complete in every way. He was perfect just as God is perfect. After all,
God had made him to be in His own image. Yet, man was complete within himself—that is,
both sexes were incorporated in just one body.

GEN 2:18-22

18 AND THE LORD GOD SAID, IT IS NOT GOOD THAT THE MAN SHOULD BE
ALONE; I WILL MAKE HIM AN HELP MEET FOR HIM.

19 AND OUT OF THE GROUND THE LORD GOD FORMED EVERY BEAST OF THE
FIELD, AND EVERY FOWL OF THE AIR; AND BROUGHT THEM UNTO ADAM TO
SEE WHAT HE WOULD CALL THEM: AND WHATSOEVER ADAM CALLED
EVERY LIVING CREATURE, THAT WAS THE NAME THEREOF.

20 AND ADAM GAVE NAMES TO ALL CATTLE, AND TO THE FOWL OF THE AIR,
AND TO EVERY BEAST OF THE FIELD; BUT FOR ADAM THERE WAS NOT
FOUND AN HELP MEET FOR HIM.

21 AND THE LORD GOD CAUSED A DEEP SLEEP TO FALL UPON ADAM, AND HE
SLEPT: AND HE TOOK ONE OF HIS RIBS, AND CLOSED UP THE FLESH INSTEAD
THEREOF;

22 AND THE RIB, WHICH THE LORD GOD HAD TAKEN FROM MAN, MADE HE A
WOMAN, AND BROUGHT HER UNTO THE MAN.

GEN 5:1-2

1 THIS IS THE BOOK OF THE GENERATIONS OF ADAM. IN THE DAY THAT GOD
CREATED MAN, IN THE LIKENESS OF GOD MADE HE HIM;

2 MALE AND FEMALE CREATED HE THEM; AND BLESSED THEM, AND CALLED
THEIR NAME ADAM, IN THE DAY WHEN THEY WERE CREATED.

Note these verses refer to Adam in a plural sense. The word “them” is used to
describe Adam. The name Adam has nothing to do with maleness and everything to do
with humanness. Since God had stated that everything must reproduce after its own kind,
and since He made man, He had to make man capable of reproducing after his own kind.
God’s law had to be carried out to the fullest degree. This is why Genesis 2:7 should read
“breath of lives.” Also, back in chapter one, the word “man” was used and then followed
up with the word” them.”

GEN 1:27-28

27 SO GOD CREATED MAN IN HIS OWN IMAGE, IN THE IMAGE OF GOD
CREATED HE HIM; MALE AND FEMALE CREATED HE THEM.

28 AND GOD BLESSED THEM, AND GOD SAID UNTO THEM, BE FRUITFUL, AND
MULTIPLY, ANDREPLENISH THE EARTH, AND SUBDUE IT: AND HAVE
DOMINION OVER THE FISH OF THE SEA, AND OVER THE FOWL OF THE AIR,
AND OVER EVERY LIVING THING THAT MOVETH UPON THE EARTH.

God knew that Adam needed someone to help him understand the message that he
should eat from the Tree of Life. Even though Adam was totally complete within the one
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body, God knew he needed help to populate the earth as God had originally said for him to
do in Genesis 1:28. God was saying that He would give Adam a helper of his own like
species. Before building the woman, however, God saw the need to release the gift of
speech from within the man. (Joke: God knew that would be the last chance for man to
get a word in edgewise. Some said, “God made the earth and rested. God made man and
rested. God made woman and neither God nor man has rested.”) Speech is a means for the
spirit to convey messages. It is an instrument for manifesting intelligence. It is a creative
force. Remember, God spoke everything into existence. Adam was to use this newly
acquired gift to subdue or subjugate the earth and rule it. By speaking to the plants in the
garden, he was to cause them to produce in abundance. Adam was also supposed to use the
authoritative words to keep satan out of the garden. Adam did use the gift of speech. He
combined it with his intelligence and spoke the names of every animal which God had
formed, literally, molded.

God took the woman (womb man) out of Adam, making the man incomplete. Notice
that God only had to make her a body. His spirit was already alive in her because He had
breathed the “breath of lives” into the one body Adam. By order of creation, God intended
for man to be the head of the household, but not a dictator. Since she was built from his
rib, the woman's position is that of support for her husband. She is to stand by him, and
she is to be treated as an equal by him. It takes the woman to once again complete the man.
Be aware that it takes only one woman to complete the man--not two or more. Husband
and wife make one. Adam realized the need for the woman just as soon as he awoke from
the sleep which had come upon him while God was building the woman. The Hebrew
indicates that God took the rib out of Adam and violently and passionately built it into a
beautiful woman. Adam immediately began to pursue the woman with great enthusiasm
and passion. The word “cleave” refers to having sex.

GEN 2:23-25

23 AND ADAM SAID, THIS IS NOW BONE OF MY BONES, AND FLESH OF MY
FLESH: SHE SHALL BE CALLED WOMAN, BECAUSE SHE WAS TAKEN OUT OF
MAN.

24 THEREFORE SHALL A MAN LEAVE HIS FATHER AND HIS MOTHER, AND
SHALL CLEAVE UNTO HIS WIFE: AND THEY SHALL BE ONE FLESH.

25 AND THEY WERE BOTH NAKED, THE MAN AND HIS WIFE, AND WERE NOT
ASHAMED.

Notice that Adam had his mind on Eve. As a result, he failed to do what he was
supposed to do. Adam never got around to eating from the Tree of Life. He did not even
bother to point out this tree to his wife. He did not tell her that she should eat of it.
Likewise, Adam did not warn her about the forbidden tree. He failed to use the force of
words to bring about God's will for him or his wife. He did not guard the garden with his
word power either. For these reasons, the first sin is attributed to Adam rather than to his
wife. You are to realize that Adam’s first sin was not an act of commission, but an act of
omission. Omission leads to commission.
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