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CHAPTER SIXTEEN 
 

PROMISE LAND ENTRANCE 
 

  This brings us to the Book of Joshua.  The events that we are going to talk about 
from the Book of Joshua occurred around 1451 B. C. It probably goes without saying that 
Joshua was a  type of Jesus.  Jesus is our leader into the Promised Land.  He is the 
Commander of the Army of His kingdom.   
 
JOSH 5:13-15 
13  AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN JOSHUA WAS BY JERICHO, THAT HE LIFTED 
UP HIS EYES AND LOOKED, AND, BEHOLD, THERE STOOD A MAN OVER 
AGAINST HIM WITH HIS SWORD DRAWN IN HIS HAND: AND JOSHUA WENT 
UNTO HIM, AND SAID UNTO HIM, ART THOU FOR US, OR FOR OUR 
ADVERSARIES? 
14  AND HE SAID, NAY; BUT AS CAPTAIN OF THE HOST OF THE LORD AM I 
NOW COME. AND JOSHUA FELL ON HIS FACE TO THE EARTH, AND DID 
WORSHIP, AND SAID UNTO HIM, WHAT SAITH MY LORD UNTO HIS SERVANT? 
15  AND THE CAPTAIN OF THE LORD'S HOST SAID UNTO JOSHUA, LOOSE THY 
SHOE FROM OFF THY FOOT; FOR THE PLACE WHEREON THOU STANDEST IS 
HOLY. AND JOSHUA DID SO.   
 
By  appearance, Joshua was made aware that God Himself was in charge.  It was 
Joshua's task, as ours, to follow the Commander's plans by personally knowing the 
Commander. We need to be on His side. 
 
  A type is a symbol, an object lesson.  Types can be found in a person, in a religious 
ritual, even in a historical event.  The name of Joshua means "Yahweh Is Salvation."  It is 
a Hebrew equivalent to the Greek for "Jesus."    
 
  Joshua led the Israelites into the possession of their promised inheritance, just as 
Christ leads us into possession of eternal life.  This is made clearer by what took place 
regarding Rahab. 
The scarlet cord in Rahab's window illustrates Christ's redemptive work on the Cross. 
 
JOSH 2:18, 21 
18  BEHOLD, WHEN WE COME INTO THE LAND, THOU SHALT BIND THIS LINE 
OF SCARLET THREAD IN THE WINDOW WHICH THOU DIDST LET US DOWN 
BY: AND THOU SHALT BRING THY FATHER, AND THY MOTHER, AND THY 
BRETHREN, AND ALL THY FATHER'S HOUSEHOLD, HOME UNTO THEE. 
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21  AND SHE SAID, ACCORDING UNTO YOUR WORDS, SO BE IT. AND SHE SENT 
THEM AWAY, AND THEY DEPARTED: AND SHE BOUND THE SCARLET LINE IN 
THE WINDOW.   
 
The blood-red cloth hanging in the window saved Rahab and her household from death.  
So, too, Christ shed His blood and hung on the Cross to save us from death.   
  One of the aspects of Christ's nature revealed in Joshua is that of fulfilled promise.  At 
the end of his life, Joshua testified, "not one thing has failed of all the good things which the 
Lord your God spoke concerning you". 
 
JOSH 23:14 
14  AND, BEHOLD, THIS DAY I AM GOING THE WAY OF ALL THE EARTH: AND 
YE KNOW IN ALL YOUR HEARTS AND IN ALL YOUR SOULS, THAT NOT ONE 
THING HATH FAILED OF ALL THE GOOD THINGS WHICH THE LORD YOUR 
GOD SPAKE CONCERNING YOU; ALL ARE COME TO PASS UNTO YOU, AND NOT 
ONE THING HATH FAILED THEREOF.   
 
  God, in His grace and faithfulness, had sustained and preserved His people by 
bringing them out of the wilderness and into the Land of Promise.  He will do the same for 
us through Christ, who is The Promise.  
 
  In more detail, here was the situation.  The Children of Israel were now 
ready to enter the Land of Promise.  God speaks to Joshua  and tells him that he is to be 
the new leader of the Hebrew people. God assures Joshua that his leadership will be 
successful. 
 
JOSH 1:3-9 
3  EVERY PLACE THAT THE SOLE OF YOUR FOOT SHALL TREAD UPON, THAT 
HAVE I GIVEN UNTO YOU, AS I SAID UNTO MOSES. 
4  FROM THE WILDERNESS AND THIS LEBANON EVEN UNTO THE GREAT 
RIVER, THE RIVER EUPHRATES, ALL THE LAND OF THE HITTITES, AND UNTO 
THE GREAT SEA TOWARD THE GOING DOWN OF THE SUN, SHALL BE YOUR 
COAST. 
5  THERE SHALL NOT ANY MAN BE ABLE TO STAND BEFORE THEE ALL THE 
DAYS OF THY LIFE: AS I WAS WITH MOSES, SO I WILL BE WITH THEE: I WILL 
NOT FAIL THEE, NOR FORSAKE THEE. 
6  BE STRONG AND OF A GOOD COURAGE: FOR UNTO THIS PEOPLE SHALT 
THOU DIVIDE FOR AN INHERITANCE THE LAND, WHICH I SWARE UNTO 
THEIR FATHERS TO GIVE THEM. 
7  ONLY BE THOU STRONG AND VERY COURAGEOUS, THAT THOU MAYEST 
OBSERVE TO DO ACCORDING TO ALL THE LAW, WHICH MOSES MY SERVANT 
COMMANDED THEE: TURN NOT FROM IT TO THE RIGHT HAND OR TO THE 
LEFT, THAT THOU MAYEST PROSPER WHITHERSOEVER THOU GOEST.
8  THIS BOOK OF THE LAW SHALL NOT DEPART OUT OF THY MOUTH; BUT 
THOU SHALT MEDITATE THEREIN DAY AND NIGHT, THAT THOU MAYEST 
OBSERVE TO DO ACCORDING TO ALL THAT IS WRITTEN THEREIN: FOR THEN 
THOU SHALT MAKE THY WAY PROSPEROUS, AND THEN THOU SHALT HAVE 
GOOD SUCCESS. 
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9  HAVE NOT I COMMANDED THEE? BE STRONG AND OF A GOOD COURAGE; 
BE NOT AFRAID, NEITHER BE THOU DISMAYED: FOR THE LORD THY GOD IS 
WITH THEE WHITHERSOEVER THOU GOEST.   
 
 Joshua prepares the people to cross the Jordan River.  He then sent two spies ahead 
of the people.  Rahab protected the spies and helped them escape over the wall. She asked 
in return that she and her family be protected when the Children of Israel captured her 
homeland.  This is why she and her household were saved. 
 
HEB 11:31 
31  BY FAITH THE HARLOT RAHAB PERISHED NOT WITH THEM THAT 
BELIEVED NOT, WHEN SHE HAD RECEIVED THE SPIES WITH PEACE. 
 
JAMES 2:25 
25  LIKEWISE ALSO WAS NOT RAHAB THE HARLOT JUSTIFIED BY WORKS, 
WHEN SHE HAD RECEIVED THE MESSENGERS, AND HAD SENT THEM OUT 
ANOTHER WAY?   
 
Rahab, even though she had been a prostitute, not only was saved, but she actually became 
an important person in the linage of Jesus.  Rahab became the great grandmother of 
David. 
   
  Under the leadership of Joshua, the Children of Israel started into the Promised 
Land.  Even though Joshua had served as a spy to search out the land, he most likely did 
not know all of the boundaries of the land that God was giving to the Israelites.  Based on 
the Scripture, the promised  land was described in terms of the territory from the River of 
Egypt to the Euphrates river (Exodus 23:31). A smaller area, east of the Jordan River was 
conquered and later occupied by two and a half tribes of the Israelites because it was good 
farm land (Numbers 34:1-12).  This occupation was interpreted as God's fulfilment of the 
promise (Deuteronomy 1:8).  God permitted this, with the stipulation  that the men who 
settled east of the Jordan would help the other nine and a half tribes settle west of the 
Jordan and then return to their own families.  These men agreed to the terms. 
 
To be more specific, Scripture indicates that the boundaries of the Promised Land were to 
be as follows:  The Southern border was to be from the Red Sea, in the region of Eilat 
today, to the Sea of the Philistines which would be the Mediterranean Sea near Gaza.  This 
southern line was to a point called the River of Egypt, or the wadi of Egypt (which was 
certainly not the Nile River) on the Great Sea  another name for the Mediterranean 
(Exodus 23:31; Ezekiel 47:19; Genesis 15:18).  The Western border was to reach from the 
coastline of the Mediterranean  called, in those days, the Great Sea (Numbers 34:6; 
Ezekiel 47:20).  On the North the border was to be from the Great Sea, or Western Sea  
other names for the Mediterranean through what is Lebanon and Syria today to the 
Euphrates River in the north (Genesis 15:18; Deuteronomy 11:24; Ezekiel 47:17; Joshua 
1:4).  The Eastern border was to run from the Euphrates River in the north, extending 
south, past Damascus, along the slopes on the eastern side of the Sea of Kinnereth, what we 
know as the Golan Heights today.  The Kinnereth is also called the Eastern Sea in 
Scripture and is what we know as the Sea of Galilee.  The Jordan River rises in the 
mountains of Lebanon and runs south to the Sea of Galilee.  At the southern end of the Sea 
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of Galilee the Jordan River flows out and along the Jordan Valley to enter the Dead Sea.  
The eastern side of the Jordan River, south of the Golan Heights, represents the boundary 
of the Promised Land (Numbers 34:11-12; Ezekiel 47:18). 
 

Although some of the geographical reference points mentioned in Scripture are 
difficult for us to identify, God knows the full area He gave to Israel.   We know enough to 
be sure that Israel is not in her full inheritance yet.  The Bible refers to significant points 
that we can identify  the Sea of Kinnereth being the Sea of Galilee; the Salt Sea being the 
Dead Sea; and places such as Gaza and Sidon, where there is no doubt about the ancient 
location.   Archaeology has given us proof.  Generally speaking, we can say is that the 
Promised Land stretches from the Red Sea, around Eilat, as a southern boundary, to the 
Mediterranean at a point south of Gaza and extending from there up the coastline at least 
as far north as Sidon in Lebanon, to form the western boundary, then north to the 
Euphrates River, to form the northern boundary, and down the line of the Jordan River to 
form the eastern boundary.  This area would encompass the Palestinian territories of the 
West Bank, also called Judea and Samaria, and Gaza.  
 

God says that this is the land that He promised to the descendants of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob.  Scripture shows that God has a dispute with those who are involved in 

 (Joel 3:1-2).  There are several other Scriptures where God 
specifically calls this territory, HIS LAND.    

Jewish people. 
  
  Regardless of how much or how little the Children of Israel knew about the land 
they were inheriting, God ordained their actions and caused the Jordan River to part for 
the people to cross even though it was at flood stage.  Remember that the Jewish people 
that were entering the land were not the original people who has left Egypt.  Those people 
had murmured and complained and were forbidden to live long enough to get to the land.  
Joshua and Caleb were the two exceptions.  It was the children of those who had been in 
Egypt that were receiving the Promised Land.     
 
  God then instructed Joshua to establish a memorial for the twelve tribes of Israel 
forever.  This memorial would remind the descendents of Israel, not only of the Jordan 
River experience, but also the Red Sea experience.  When the inhabitants of Canaan heard 
about the Israelites, they became afraid.  They sensed what was taking place was really an 
act of God.   
 
  God told Joshua to re-institute the practice of circumcision.  Joshua obeyed.  The 
Israelites then celebrated the Passover. 
 
JOSH 5:11-12 
11  AND THEY DID EAT OF THE OLD CORN OF THE LAND ON THE MORROW 
AFTER THE PASSOVER, UNLEAVENED CAKES, AND PARCHED CORN IN THE 
SELFSAME DAY. 
 
12  AND THE MANNA CEASED ON THE MORROW AFTER THEY HAD EATEN OF 
THE OLD CORN OF THE LAND; NEITHER HAD THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL 
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MANNA ANY MORE; BUT THEY DID EAT OF THE FRUIT OF THE LAND OF 
CANAAN THAT YEAR.   
 
 Now they were in the Land that God had promised to Abraham.  No longer did they 
have to eat manna.  They began to eat of their newly acquired land.  You need to know that 

  They had to take the 
land from the people who lived there.  This took place little-by-little.  The city closest to the 
point where the Children of Israel entered Canaan was Jericho.  As the Hebrew people 
approached this city, God instructed them as to how to take the city. 
 
JOSH 6:1-27 
1  NOW JERICHO WAS STRAITLY SHUT UP BECAUSE OF THE CHILDREN OF 
ISRAEL: NONE WENT OUT, AND NONE CAME IN. 
2  AND THE LORD SAID UNTO JOSHUA, SEE, I HAVE GIVEN INTO THINE HAND 
JERICHO, AND THE KING THEREOF, AND THE MIGHTY MEN OF VALOUR. 
3  AND YE SHALL COMPASS THE CITY, ALL YE MEN OF WAR, AND GO ROUND 
ABOUT THE CITY ONCE. THUS SHALT THOU DO SIX DAYS. 
4  AND SEVEN PRIESTS SHALL BEAR BEFORE THE ARK SEVEN TRUMPETS OF 
RAMS' HORNS: AND THE SEVENTH DAY YE SHALL COMPASS THE CITY SEVEN 
TIMES, AND THE PRIESTS SHALL BLOW WITH THE TRUMPETS. 
5  AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, THAT WHEN THEY MAKE A LONG BLAST 
WITH THE RAM'S HORN, AND WHEN YE HEAR THE SOUND OF THE TRUMPET, 
ALL THE PEOPLE SHALL SHOUT WITH A GREAT SHOUT; AND THE WALL OF 
THE CITY SHALL FALL DOWN FLAT, AND THE PEOPLE SHALL ASCEND UP 
EVERY MAN STRAIGHT BEFORE HIM. 
6  AND JOSHUA THE SON OF NUN CALLED THE PRIESTS, AND SAID UNTO 
THEM, TAKE UP THE ARK OF THE COVENANT, AND LET SEVEN PRIESTS BEAR 
SEVEN TRUMPETS OF RAMS' HORNS BEFORE THE ARK OF THE LORD. 
7  AND HE SAID UNTO THE PEOPLE, PASS ON, AND COMPASS THE CITY, AND 
LET HIM THAT IS ARMED PASS ON BEFORE THE ARK OF THE LORD. 
8  AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN JOSHUA HAD SPOKEN UNTO THE PEOPLE, 
THAT THE SEVEN PRIESTS BEARING THE SEVEN TRUMPETS OF RAMS' HORNS 
PASSED ON BEFORE THE LORD, AND BLEW WITH THE TRUMPETS: AND THE 
ARK OF THE COVENANT OF THE LORD FOLLOWED THEM. 
9  AND THE ARMED MEN WENT BEFORE THE PRIESTS THAT BLEW WITH THE 
TRUMPETS, AND THE REREWARD CAME AFTER THE ARK, THE PRIESTS 
GOING ON, AND BLOWING WITH THE TRUMPETS. 
10   AND JOSHUA HAD COMMANDED THE PEOPLE, SAYING, YE SHALL NOT 
SHOUT, NOR MAKE ANY NOISE WITH YOUR VOICE, NEITHER SHALL ANY 
WORD PROCEED OUT OF YOUR MOUTH, UNTIL THE DAY I BID YOU SHOUT; 
THEN SHALL YE SHOUT. 
11  SO THE ARK OF THE LORD COMPASSED THE CITY, GOING ABOUT IT ONCE: 
AND THEY CAME INTO THE CAMP, AND LODGED IN THE CAMP. 
12  AND JOSHUA ROSE EARLY IN THE MORNING, AND THE PRIESTS TOOK UP 
THE ARK OF THE LORD. 
13  AND SEVEN PRIESTS BEARING SEVEN TRUMPETS OF RAMS' HORNS 
BEFORE THE ARK OF THE LORD WENT ON CONTINUALLY, AND BLEW WITH 
THE TRUMPETS: AND THE ARMED MEN WENT BEFORE THEM; BUT THE 



164 
 

REREWARD CAME AFTER THE ARK OF THE LORD, THE PRIESTS GOING ON, 
AND BLOWING WITH THE TRUMPETS. 
14  AND THE SECOND DAY THEY COMPASSED THE CITY ONCE, AND 
RETURNED INTO THE CAMP: SO THEY DID SIX DAYS. 
15  AND IT CAME TO PASS ON THE SEVENTH DAY, THAT THEY ROSE EARLY 
ABOUT THE DAWNING OF THE DAY, AND COMPASSED THE CITY AFTER THE 
SAME MANNER SEVEN TIMES: ONLY ON THAT DAY THEY COMPASSED THE 
CITY SEVEN TIMES. 
16  AND IT CAME TO PASS AT THE SEVENTH TIME, WHEN THE PRIESTS BLEW 
WITH THE TRUMPETS, JOSHUA SAID UNTO THE PEOPLE, SHOUT; FOR THE 
LORD HATH GIVEN YOU THE CITY. 
17  AND THE CITY SHALL BE ACCURSED, EVEN IT, AND ALL THAT ARE 
THEREIN, TO THE LORD: ONLY RAHAB THE HARLOT SHALL LIVE, SHE AND 
ALL THAT ARE WITH HER IN THE HOUSE, BECAUSE SHE HID THE 
MESSENGERS THAT WE SENT. 
18   AND YE, IN ANY WISE KEEP YOURSELVES FROM THE ACCURSED THING, 
LEST YE MAKE YOURSELVES ACCURSED, WHEN YE TAKE OF THE ACCURSED 
THING, AND MAKE THE CAMP OF ISRAEL A CURSE, AND TROUBLE IT. 
19  BUT ALL THE SILVER, AND GOLD, AND VESSELS OF BRASS AND IRON, ARE 
CONSECRATED UNTO THE LORD: THEY SHALL COME INTO THE TREASURY 
OF THE LORD. 
20  SO THE PEOPLE SHOUTED WHEN THE PRIESTS BLEW WITH THE 
TRUMPETS: AND IT CAME TO PASS, WHEN THE PEOPLE HEARD THE SOUND 
OF THE TRUMPET, AND THE PEOPLE SHOUTED WITH A GREAT SHOUT, THAT 
THE WALL FELL DOWN FLAT, SO THAT THE PEOPLE WENT UP INTO THE 
CITY, EVERY MAN STRAIGHT BEFORE HIM, AND THEY TOOK THE CITY. 
21  AND THEY UTTERLY DESTROYED ALL THAT WAS IN THE CITY, BOTH MAN 
AND WOMAN, YOUNG AND OLD, AND OX, AND SHEEP, AND ASS, WITH THE 
EDGE OF THE SWORD. 
22  BUT JOSHUA HAD SAID UNTO THE TWO MEN THAT HAD SPIED OUT THE 
COUNTRY, GO INTO THE HARLOT'S HOUSE, AND BRING OUT THENCE THE 
WOMAN, AND ALL THAT SHE HATH, AS YE SWARE UNTO HER. 
23  AND THE YOUNG MEN THAT WERE SPIES WENT IN, AND BROUGHT OUT 
RAHAB, AND HER FATHER, AND HER MOTHER, AND HER BRETHREN, AND ALL 
THAT SHE HAD; AND THEY BROUGHT OUT ALL HER KINDRED, AND LEFT 
THEM WITHOUT THE CAMP OF ISRAEL. 
24  AND THEY BURNT THE CITY WITH FIRE, AND ALL THAT WAS THEREIN: 
ONLY THE SILVER, AND THE GOLD, AND THE VESSELS OF BRASS AND OF 
IRON, THEY PUT INTO THE TREASURY OF THE HOUSE OF THE LORD. 
25  AND JOSHUA SAVED RAHAB THE HARLOT ALIVE, AND HER FATHER'S 
HOUSEHOLD, AND ALL THAT SHE HAD; AND SHE DWELLETH IN ISRAEL EVEN 
UNTO THIS DAY; BECAUSE SHE HID THE MESSENGERS, WHICH JOSHUA SENT 
TO SPY OUT JERICHO. 
26  AND JOSHUA ADJURED THEM AT THAT TIME, SAYING, CURSED BE THE 
MAN BEFORE THE LORD, THAT RISETH UP AND BUILDETH THIS CITY 
JERICHO: HE SHALL LAY THE FOUNDATION THEREOF IN HIS FIRSTBORN, 
AND IN HIS YOUNGEST SON SHALL HE SET UP THE GATES OF IT. 
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27  SO THE LORD WAS WITH JOSHUA; AND HIS FAME WAS NOISED 
THROUGHOUT ALL THE COUNTRY.   
 
After taking the land, the Children of Israel divided the land among the tribes.   
 
 When Joshua became old, he called the leaders to come to him.  He reminded them 
how God had delivered them from their enemies and blessed them by giving them this 
land. He told them to serve God with all their hearts.  Unfortunately, however, the 
Israelites often relapsed into idolatry.  As a result, the Promised Land was invaded from 
time to time.   
 

We have all heard people refer to heaven as our Promised Land. It is, but what 
happened in the Book of Joshua is not a type of our entering heaven.  Instead, the Hebrews 
entering Canaan is actually a type of our lives after we receive the baptism with the Holy 
Spirit.  You see, there were many problems, like giants and other enemies, in the Land of 
Promise for the Children of Isreal.  The same is true when we receive the baptism with the 
Holy Ghost.  There are battles to be fought almost daily in our Christian experience.  The 
Holy Spirit just helps us to win the battle.  There will be no enemies in heaven.
 
  
  


