CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHT
SHORT BOOKS

The book of Obadiah was probably written in 589 B. C. and points the readers to
the fact that the Messiah is the Mighty Savior.

OBADIAH 1:1-21

1 THE VISION OF OBADIAH. THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD CONCERNING EDOM;
WE HAVE HEARD A RUMOUR FROM THE LORD, AND AN AMBASSADOR IS
SENT AMONG THE HEATHEN, ARISE YE, AND LET US RISE UP AGAINST HER IN
BATTLE.

2 BEHOLD, I HAVE MADE THEE SMALL AMONG THE HEATHEN: THOU ART
GREATLY DESPISED.

3 THE PRIDE OF THINE HEART HATH DECEIVED THEE, THOU THAT
DWELLEST IN THE CLEFTS OF THE ROCK, WHOSE HABITATION IS HIGH;
THAT SAITH IN HIS HEART, WHO SHALL BRING ME DOWN TO THE GROUND?
4 THOUGH THOU EXALT THYSELF AS THE EAGLE, AND THOUGH THOU SET
THY NEST AMONG THE STARS, THENCE WILL I BRING THEE DOWN, SAITH
THE LORD.

SIF THIEVES CAME TO THEE, IF ROBBERS BY NIGHT, (HOW ART THOU CUT
OFF!) WOULD THEY NOT HAVE STOLEN TILL THEY HAD ENOUGH? IF THE
GRAPEGATHERERS CAME TO THEE, WOULD THEY NOT LEAVE SOME
GRAPES?SOME...: OR, GLEANINGS?

6 HOW ARE THE THINGS OF ESAU SEARCHED OUT! HOW ARE HIS HIDDEN
THINGS SOUGHT UP!

7 ALL THE MEN OF THY CONFEDERACY HAVE BROUGHT THEE EVEN TO THE
BORDER: THE MEN THAT WERE AT PEACE WITH THEE HAVE DECEIVED
THEE, AND PREVAILED AGAINST THEE; THEY THAT EAT THY BREAD HAVE
LAID A WOUND UNDER THEE: THERE IS NONE UNDERSTANDING IN HIM. THAT
WERE...: HEB. OF THY PEACETHEY...: HEB. THE MEN OF THY BREADIN HIM:
OR, OF IT

8 SHALL I NOT IN THAT DAY, SAITH THE LORD, EVEN DESTROY THE WISE
MEN OUT OF EDOM, AND UNDERSTANDING OUT OF THE MOUNT OF ESAU?

9 AND THY MIGHTY MEN, O TEMAN, SHALL BE DISMAYED, TO THE END THAT
EVERY ONE OF THE MOUNT OF ESAU MAY BE CUT OFF BY SLAUGHTER.

10 FOR THY VIOLENCE AGAINST THY BROTHER JACOB SHAME SHALL COVER
THEE, AND THOU SHALT BE CUT OFF FOR EVER.

11 IN THE DAY THAT THOU STOODEST ON THE OTHER SIDE, IN THE DAY
THAT THE STRANGERS CARRIED AWAY CAPTIVE HIS FORCES, AND
FOREIGNERS ENTERED INTO HIS GATES, AND CAST LOTS UPON JERUSALEM,
EVEN THOU WAST AS ONE OF THEM.CAPTIVE...: OR, HIS SUBSTANCE

12 BUT THOU SHOULDEST NOT HAVE LOOKED ON THE DAY OF THY BROTHER
IN THE DAY THAT HE BECAME A STRANGER; NEITHER SHOULDEST THOU
HAVE REJOICED OVER THE CHILDREN OF JUDAH IN THE DAY OF THEIR
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DESTRUCTION; NEITHER SHOULDEST THOU HAVE SPOKEN PROUDLY IN THE
DAY OF DISTRESS.SPOKEN...: HEB. MAGNIFIED THY MOUTH

13 THOU SHOULDEST NOT HAVE ENTERED INTO THE GATE OF MY PEOPLE IN
THE DAY OF THEIR CALAMITY; YEA, THOU SHOULDEST NOT HAVE LOOKED
ON THEIR AFFLICTION IN THE DAY OF THEIR CALAMITY, NOR HAVE LAID
HANDS ON THEIR SUBSTANCE IN THE DAY OF THEIR CALAMITY;SUBSTANCE:
OR, FORCES

14 NEITHER SHOULDEST THOU HAVE STOOD IN THE CROSSWAY, TO CUT OFF
THOSE OF HIS THAT DID ESCAPE; NEITHER SHOULDEST THOU HAVE
DELIVERED UP THOSE OF HIS THAT DID REMAIN IN THE DAY OF
DISTRESS.DELIVERED UP: OR, SHUT UP

15 FOR THE DAY OF THE LORD IS NEAR UPON ALL THE HEATHEN: AS THOU
HAST DONE, IT SHALL BE DONE UNTO THEE: THY REWARD SHALL RETURN
UPON THINE OWN HEAD.

16 FOR AS YE HAVE DRUNK UPON MY HOLY MOUNTAIN, SO SHALL ALL THE
HEATHEN DRINK CONTINUALLY, YEA, THEY SHALL DRINK, AND THEY SHALL
SWALLOW DOWN, AND THEY SHALL BE AS THOUGH THEY HAD NOT
BEEN.SWALLOW...: OR, SUP UP

17 BUT UPON MOUNT ZION SHALL BE DELIVERANCE, AND THERE SHALL BE
HOLINESS; AND THE HOUSE OF JACOB SHALL POSSESS THEIR
POSSESSIONS.DELIVERANCE: OR, THEY THAT ESCAPETHERE...: OR, IT SHALL
BE HOLY

18 AND THE HOUSE OF JACOB SHALL BE A FIRE, AND THE HOUSE OF JOSEPH
A FLAME, AND THE HOUSE OF ESAU FOR STUBBLE, AND THEY SHALL KINDLE
IN THEM, AND DEVOUR THEM; AND THERE SHALL NOT BE ANY REMAINING
OF THE HOUSE OF ESAU; FOR THE LORD HATH SPOKEN IT.

19 AND THEY OF THE SOUTH SHALL POSSESS THE MOUNT OF ESAU; AND
THEY OF THE PLAIN THE PHILISTINES: AND THEY SHALL POSSESS THE
FIELDS OF EPHRAIM, AND THE FIELDS OF SAMARIA: AND BENJAMIN SHALL
POSSESS GILEAD.

20 AND THE CAPTIVITY OF THIS HOST OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL SHALL
POSSESS THAT OF THE CANAANITES, EVEN UNTO ZAREPHATH; AND THE
CAPTIVITY OF JERUSALEM, WHICH IS IN SEPHARAD, SHALL POSSESS THE
CITIES OF THE SOUTH.WHICH...: OR, SHALL POSSESS THAT WHICH IS IN

21 AND SAVIOURS SHALL COME UP ON MOUNT ZION TO JUDGE THE MOUNT
OF ESAU; AND THE KINGDOM SHALL BE THE LORD'S.

Obadiah’s prophecy centers around an ancient feud between Edom and Israel.
The Edomites were descendants of Esau, and had a grudge against Israel because Jacob
had cheated their ancestor out of his birthright. In verses 1-9 Obadiah pronounces
punishment upon Edom. In verses 10-14 Edom is arraigned for its guilt in standing with
the enemies of Israel. The prophet exhorts Edom to quit its evil association with the
enemies of Jerusalem. In verse 16 the "day of Jehovah" i.e., a time of awful judgment is
proclaimed as being '""near upon all the nations'" and national annihilation is predicted for
those peoples who fight against Jehovah--they "shall be as though they had not been."
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To this point in Obadiah, Jehovah has been addressing Edom in the second person
singular. In the closing paragraph, he speaks of a coming restoration of Israel when Zion
shall be holy and God will use Israel as a flame to destroy Esau. The people of Negeb (the
Southern part of Judah) are to possess the land of Edom. Israel will greatly enlarge its
borders, including the mount of Esau, the plain which is held by the Philistines, the fields of
Ephraim, the fields of Samaria, and Gilead. Other possessions include the land bat belongs
to the canaanites, Jerusalem, and the cities of the south.

Note verse 21. It declares the Saviors (Jesus and the saints) shall come to judge the
Mount of Esau. It is at this point that Jesus sets up His millennial reign and His kingdom
will rule the whole earth.

The principal message of Obadiah to the people of today would seem to be the
proclaimation, not only of the danger of fighting against God, but also the peril of fighting
His people.

EZRA

Ezra tells the story of the return from Babylon and the rebuilding of the temple.
His writing occurred in 536 B. C. The purpose of the book is to show how God fulfilled His
promise given through prophets to restore His exiled people to their land. The return from
exile did not bring with it political freedom for the Jews. They remained subjects of the
Persian Empire. Jerusalem and the surrounding districts were under the control of a
governor. Persian rule was, in general, not oppressive; but a tribute was exacted for the
royal treasury and the local governor. The hostile population surrounding them, especially
the Samaritans, did all they could to make life miserable for them, especially by trying to
bring them into disfavor with the Persian authorities.

The Book of Ezra consists of two parts. The first (chapters 1-6) is a narrative of the
return of the 43,000 Jews from Babylonia under the direction of Zerubbabel who was a
type of Jesus. The restoration of worship was brought about by rebuilding the temple, but
this was a very difficult task. Many difficulties kept the builders from completing the
temple.

HAGGAI

On September 1, 520 B. C. God spoke through Haggai, and instead of addressing
The people at large, the prophet went straight to Zerubbabel, the prince and to Joshua, the
high priest. The people had stopped building the Lord's house though they were quite able
to build their own, and God's message was ""Consider your ways." The punishment for
their neglect had been futility; they labored much but produced little; and so God used
"weather judgments' to bring them to their senses. The leaders heeded the message and
with the best of the people, they began immediately to build and on September 24, 520 B.
C. God's short message was I am with you."
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HAGGAI 1:13
13 THEN SPAKE HAGGAI THE LORD'S MESSENGER IN THE LORD'S MESSAGE
UNTO THE PEOPLE, SAYING, I AM WITH YOU, SAITH THE LORD.

A month later, they were tempted to be discouraged when they contrasted their
Present effort with the former magnificent temple and so God told them the glory of this
house shall be greater than the former.

HAGGALI 2:6-9

6 FOR THUS SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS; YET ONCE, IT IS A LITTLE WHILE,
AND I WILL SHAKE THE HEAVENS, AND THE EARTH, AND THE SEA, AND THE
DRY LAND:;

7 AND I WILL SHAKE ALL NATIONS, AND THE DESIRE OF ALL NATIONS SHALL
COME: AND I WILL FILL THIS HOUSE WITH GLORY, SAITH THE LORD OF
HOSTS.

8 THE SILVER IS MINE, AND THE GOLD IS MINE, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS.
9 THE GLORY OF THIS LATTER HOUSE SHALL BE GREATER THAN OF THE
FORMER, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS: AND IN THIS PLACE WILL I GIVE
PEACE, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS.

This message was delivered on October 21 and it contained the notable statement
That the Messiah would visit the second temple. It also states that God owns everything.
He says, “The silver is mine, and the gold is mine." The fourth and fifth messages came in
one day, December 24, 520B. C. In the fourth, Haggai said that holiness is not contagious,
though evil is, and Israel's change in attitude would cause God to change chastening into
blessing. In the last message God predicts a shaking of the nations but at the same time a
great reward to Zerubbabel, who turned out to be in the linage of Christ.

HAGGALI 2:20-23

20 AND AGAIN THE WORD OF THE LORD CAME UNTO HAGGAI IN THE FOUR
AND TWENTIETH DAY OF THE MONTH, SAYING,

21 SPEAK TO ZERUBBABEL, GOVERNOR OF JUDAH, SAYING, I WILL SHAKE
THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH;

22 AND I WILL OVERTHROW THE THRONE OF KINGDOMS, AND I WILL
DESTROY THE STRENGTH OF THE KINGDOMS OF THE HEATHEN; AND I WILL
OVERTHROW THE CHARIOTS, AND THOSE THAT RIDE IN THEM; AND THE
HORSES AND THEIR RIDERS SHALL COME DOWN, EVERY ONE BY THE SWORD
OF HIS BROTHER.

23 IN THAT DAY, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, WILL I TAKE THEE, O
ZERUBBABEL, MY SERVANT, THE SON OF SHEALTIEL, SAITH THE LORD, AND
WILL MAKE THEE AS A SIGNET: FOR I HAVE CHOSEN THEE, SAITH THE LORD
OF HOSTS.

Still in the year 520 B. C. Zechariah was also present to encourage the Jews to finish
Their work. However, most of his prophecy came in 519 B. C.
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ZECHARIAH

Like Haggai, he saw the sinful condition and religious indifference of his people, and
uttered stirring exhortations which aided in the rebuilding of the temple. But his prophecy
had a broader scope--he looked down the ages and beheld the coming of the Messiah King
and the dawning of a brighter day for Zion.

ZECHARIAH 3:8-10

8§ HEAR NOW, O JOSHUA THE HIGH PRIEST, THOU, AND THY FELLOWS THAT
SIT BEFORE THEE: FOR THEY ARE MEN WONDERED AT: FOR, BEHOLD, I WILL
BRING FORTH MY SERVANT THE BRANCH.

9 FOR BEHOLD THE STONE THAT I HAVE LAID BEFORE JOSHUA; UPON ONE
STONE SHALL BE SEVEN EYES: BEHOLD, I WILL ENGRAVE THE GRAVING
THEREOF, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, AND I WILL REMOVE THE INIQUITY
OF THAT LAND IN ONE DAY.

10 IN THAT DAY, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, SHALL YE CALL EVERY MAN
HIS NEIGHBOUR UNDER THE VINE AND UNDER THE FIG TREE.

ZECHARIAH 6:12-13

12 AND SPEAK UNTO HIM, SAYING, THUS SPEAKETH THE LORD OF HOSTS,
SAYING, BEHOLD THE MAN WHOSE NAME IS THE BRANCH; AND HE SHALL
GROW UP OUT OF HIS PLACE, AND HE SHALL BUILD THE TEMPLE OF THE
LORD:

13 EVEN HE SHALL BUILD THE TEMPLE OF THE LORD; AND HE SHALL BEAR
THE GLORY, AND SHALL SIT AND RULE UPON HIS THRONE; AND HE SHALL BE
A PRIEST UPON HIS THRONE: AND THE COUNSEL OF PEACE SHALL BE
BETWEEN THEM BOTH.

These verses reveal that the Messiah would be Priest and King.

ZECHARIAH 6:15

15 AND THEY THAT ARE FAR OFF SHALL COME AND BUILD IN THE TEMPLE
OF THE LORD, AND YE SHALL KNOW THAT THE LORD OF HOSTS HATH SENT
ME UNTO YOU. AND THIS SHALL COME TO PASS, IF YE WILL DILIGENTLY
OBEY THE VOICE OF THE LORD YOUR GOD.

ZECHARIAH 9:9-10

9 REJOICE GREATLY, O DAUGHTER OF ZION; SHOUT, O DAUGHTER OF
JERUSALEM: BEHOLD, THY KING COMETH UNTO THEE: HE IS JUST, AND
HAVING SALVATION; LOWLY, AND RIDING UPON AN ASS, AND UPON A COLT
THE FOAL OF AN ASS.

10 AND I WILL CUT OFF THE CHARIOT FROM EPHRAIM, AND THE HORSE
FROM JERUSALEM, AND THE BATTLE BOW SHALL BE CUT OFF: AND HE
SHALL SPEAK PEACE UNTO THE HEATHEN: AND HIS DOMINION SHALL BE
FROM SEA EVEN TO SEA, AND FROM RIVER EVEN TO THE ENDS OF THE
EARTH.
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Zechariah goes into detail giving the Jews the fact that the Messiah would ride into
Jerusalem on a donkey.

ZECHARIAH 11:12

12 AND I SAID UNTO THEM, IF YE THINK GOOD, GIVE ME MY PRICE; AND IF
NOT, FORBEAR. SO THEY WEIGHED FOR MY PRICE THIRTY PIECES OF
SILVER.

13AND THE LORD SAID UNTO ME, CAST IT UNTO THE POTTER: A GOODLY
PRICE THAT I WAS PRISED AT OF THEM. AND I TOOK THE THIRTY PIECES OF
SILVER, AND CAST THEM TO THE POTTER IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD.

Note that Zechariah mentions the thirty pieces of silver.

ZECHARIAH 12:10

10 AND I WILL POUR UPON THE HOUSE OF DAVID, AND UPON THE
INHABITANTS OF JERUSALEM, THE

SPIRIT OF GRACE AND OF SUPPLICATIONS: AND THEY SHALL LOOK UPON ME
WHOM THEY HAVE PIERCED, AND THEY SHALL MOURN FOR HIM, AS ONE
MOURNETH FOR HIS ONLY SON, AND SHALL BE IN BITTERNESS FOR HIM, AS
ONE THAT IS IN BITTERNESS FOR HIS FIRSTBORN.

In this verse we are told that Jesus would be pierced.

ZECHARIAH 13:1

13:1 IN THAT DAY THERE SHALL BE A FOUNTAIN OPENED TO THE HOUSE OF
DAVID AND TO THE INHABITANTS OF JERUSALEM FOR SIN AND FOR
UNCLEANNESS.

ZECHARIAH 13:7

7 AWAKE, O SWORD, AGAINST MY SHEPHERD, AND AGAINST THE MAN THAT
IS MY FELLOW, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS: SMITE THE SHEPHERD, AND THE
SHEEP SHALL BE SCATTERED: AND I WILL TURN MINE HAND UPON THE
LITTLE ONES.

ZECHARIAH 14:3-7

3 THEN SHALL THE LORD GO FORTH, AND FIGHT AGAINST THOSE NATIONS,
AS WHEN HE FOUGHT IN THE DAY OF BATTLE.

4 AND HIS FEET SHALL STAND IN THAT DAY UPON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES,
WHICH IS BEFORE JERUSALEM ON THE EAST, AND THE MOUNT OF OLIVES
SHALL CLEAVE IN THE MIDST THEREOF TOWARD THE EAST AND TOWARD
THE WEST, AND THERE SHALL BE A VERY GREAT VALLEY; AND HALF OF THE
MOUNTAIN SHALL REMOVE TOWARD THE NORTH, AND HALF OF IT TOWARD
THE SOUTH.
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S AND YE SHALL FLEE TO THE VALLEY OF THE MOUNTAINS; FOR THE
VALLEY OF THE MOUNTAINS SHALL REACH UNTO AZAL: YEA, YE SHALL
FLEE, LIKE AS YE FLED FROM BEFORE THE EARTHQUAKE IN THE DAYS OF
UZZIAH KING OF JUDAH: AND THE LORD MY GOD SHALL COME, AND ALL
THE SAINTS WITH THEE.

6 AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THAT DAY, THAT THE LIGHT SHALL NOT
BE CLEAR, NOR DARK:

7 BUT IT SHALL BE ONE DAY WHICH SHALL BE KNOWN TO THE LORD, NOT
DAY, NOR NIGHT: BUT IT SHALL COME TO PASS, THAT AT EVENING TIME IT
SHALL BE LIGHT.

ZECHARIAH 14:9
9 AND THE LORD SHALL BE KING OVER ALL THE EARTH: IN THAT DAY
SHALL THERE BE ONE LORD, AND HIS NAME ONE.

ESTHER

Outstanding peculiarities of the book of Esther are the complete absence of the
name of God; the lack of any direct religious teachings; and no mention of prayer. The
story contains many dramatic elements, as you will see. King Xerxes (Ahasuerus, now the
Persian king) gave a great feast to all the officials of his realm. Queen Vashti offended him
when she refused to appear before the company at the command of the king. As a result he
divorced her.

Later, in order to procure another queen, he ordered all the beautiful maidens of
the land brought together. Among them was Hadassah, who had been an orphan and had
been reared by her cousin Mordecai. She had remained behind when some of the other
Jews went back to their homeland. Her name had been changed to Esther by the Persians.
She was chosen by Xerxes to be his queen. The year was 518 B. C.

Mordecai discovered a plot against the king's life. The king made Haman his chief
minister. Everybody bowed down to him except Mordicai. This disrespect infuriated the
high official. Knowing Mordecai was a Jew, Haman decided to destroy all the Jews in
revenge for his hurt feelings. Lots were cast to find an auspicious day for the destruction.
The consent of the king was obtained, and an official decree was written and publicized
throughout the empire setting the date for the slaughter of the Jews. Mordecai sent word
to Esther that she must plead for her people before the king. At the risk of her life she
went in before the king which was to never be done unless the king had requested her
presence. However, he received her favorably.

Instead of pleading with him at once she invited him and Haman to a banquet.
There the king asked her to state her request, but she put it off and invited them to another
banquet. Haman, rejoicing in his good fortune, but incensed at Mordecai, had a gallows
constructed on which to hang him.

That night, unable to sleep, the king was listening to the reading of the royal

311



chronicles. When the account of Mordecai's discovery of the assassination plot was read,
the king asked what reward had been given him, and was told none at all. It was early
morning and Haman had come to ask permission to hang Mordecai. But the king asked
him what should be done to a man he wished to honor. Being convinced that the king could
have only him in mind, Haman suggested the greatest of honors that he could imagine. At
the king's command he was obliged to bestow those honors on Mordecai.

At the second banquet Esther told the king about the scheme to destroy her people
And named Haman as the one responsible. The king became very angry and ordered
Haman to be hanged on the gallows he had made.

Another decree was sent out which enabled the Jews to save themselves. In two days
Of fighting they were victorious everywhere. Esther and Mordecai wrote letters to the
Jews instituting the commemoration of these two days in an annual Feast of Purim.
Mordecai, being next to the king, brought blessings to the people. It is easy to see that
Mordecai was a type of Christ.

NEHEMIAH

The book of Nehemiah was originally attached to the book of Ezra. The emphasis in
The book is on restoration. It was in 446 B. C. that Nehemiah was sent as a governor to
Jerusalem. His great work of restoring the wall of Jerusalem depended basically on
securing permission from the king. This was accomplished and Nehemiah is a type of Jesus
who rebuilt the walls of salvation. Ezra and his group had not been able to work as they
had desired because of adverse royal decrees secured by his adversaries.

In God's providence, Nehemiah secured the return of royal favor. I'he actual
building of the wall was parceled out among different leaders. Various cities of the
province of Judah gave contingents of workers because Nehemiah's governorship included
them. The rapidity of building may have been due to preliminary work that Ezra might
have accomplished.

The opposition to Nehemiah by Sanballat and others combined ridicule, threat, and
craft. Sanballat is called the governor of Samaria in the Elephantine Papyri. He was
apparently not anxious to see a rival province strengthened and there was religious
antagonism as well to Nehemiah’s strict reform program. Internal difficulties also
developed. The rich charged interest of one per cent per month, whereas Mosaic law
required outright charity to the poor.

NEHEMIAH 5:10
10 I LIKEWISE, AND MY BRETHREN, AND MY SERVANTS, MIGHT EXACT OF
THEM MONEY AND CORN: I PRAY YOU, LET US LEAVE OFF THIS USURY.

But against all opposition the wall was built by men who used both sword and
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trowel in the work of the Lord. Nehemiah's reform involved the teaching of Moses' law by
Ezra and others at the feast of tabernacles. This led to the great prayer of confession which
was filled with quotations from and allusions to the Pentateuch.

NEHEMIAH 9:5-38

S THEN THE LEVITES, JESHUA, AND KADMIEL, BANI, HASHABNIAH,
SHEREBIAH, HODIJAH, SHEBANIAH, AND PETHAHIAH, SAID, STAND UP AND
BLESS THE LORD YOUR GOD FOR EVER AND EVER: AND BLESSED BE THY
GLORIOUS NAME, WHICH IS EXALTED ABOVE ALL BLESSING AND PRAISE.
6 THOU, EVEN THOU, ART LORD ALONE; THOU HAST MADE HEAVEN, THE
HEAVEN OF HEAVENS, WITH ALL THEIR HOST, THE EARTH, AND ALL THINGS
THAT ARE THEREIN, THE SEAS, AND ALL THAT IS THEREIN, AND THOU
PRESERVEST THEM ALL; AND THE HOST OF HEAVEN WORSHIPPETH THEE.
7 THOU ART THE LORD THE GOD, WHO DIDST CHOOSE ABRAM, AND
BROUGHTEST HIM FORTH OUT OF UR OF THE CHALDEES, AND GAVEST HIM
THE NAME OF ABRAHAM;

8 AND FOUNDEST HIS HEART FAITHFUL BEFORE THEE, AND MADEST A
COVENANT WITH HIM TO GIVE THE LAND OF THE CANAANITES, THE
HITTITES, THE AMORITES, AND THE PERIZZITES, AND THE JEBUSITES, AND
THE GIRGASHITES, TO GIVE IT, I SAY, TO HIS SEED, AND HAST PERFORMED
THY WORDS; FOR THOU ART RIGHTEOUS:

9 AND DIDST SEE THE AFFLICTION OF OUR FATHERS IN EGYPT, AND
HEARDEST THEIR CRY BY THE RED SEA;

10 AND SHEWEDST SIGNS AND WONDERS UPON PHAROAH, AND ON ALL HIS
SERVANTS, AND ON ALL THE PEOPLE OF HIS LAND: FOR THOU KNEWEST
THAT THEY DEALT PROUDLY AGAINST THEM. SO DIDST THOU GET THEE A
NAME, AS IT IS THIS DAY.

11 AND THOU DIDST DIVIDE THE SEA BEFORE THEM, SO THAT THEY WENT
THROUGH THE MIDST OF THE SEA ON THE DRY LAND; AND THEIR
PERSECUTORS THOU THREWEST INTO THE DEEPS, AS A STONE INTO THE
MIGHTY WATERS.

12 MOREOVER THOU LEDDEST THEM IN THE DAY BY A CLOUDY PILLAR; AND
IN THE NIGHT BY A PILLAR OF FIRE, TO GIVE THEM LIGHT IN THE WAY
WHEREIN THEY SHOULD GO.

13 THOU CAMEST DOWN ALSO UPON MOUNT SINAI, AND SPAKEST WITH
THEM FROM HEAVEN, AND GAVEST THEM RIGHT JUDGMENTS, AND TRUE
LAWS, GOOD STATUTES AND COMMANDMENTS:

14 AND MADEST KNOWN UNTO THEM THY HOLY SABBATH, AND
COMMANDEDST THEM PRECEPTS, STATUTES, AND LAWS, BY THE HAND OF
MOSES THY SERVANT:

15 AND GAVEST THEM BREAD FROM HEAVEN FOR THEIR HUNGER, AND
BROUGHTEST FORTH WATER FOR THEM OUT OF THE ROCK FOR THEIR
THIRST, AND PROMISEDST THEM THAT THEY SHOULD GO IN TO POSSESS
THE LAND WHICH THOU HADST SWORN TO GIVE THEM.

16 BUT THEY AND OUR FATHERS DEALT PROUDLY, AND HARDENED THEIR
NECKS, AND HEARKENED NOT TO THY COMMANDMENTS,
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17 AND REFUSED TO OBEY, NEITHER WERE MINDFUL OF THY WONDERS
THAT THOU DIDST AMONG THEM; BUT HARDENED THEIR NECKS, AND IN
THEIR REBELLION APPOINTED A CAPTAIN TO RETURN TO THEIR BONDAGE:
BUT THOU ART A GOD READY TO PARDON, GRACIOUS AND MERCIFUL, SLOW
TO ANGER, AND OF GREAT KINDNESS, AND FORSOOKEST THEM NOT.

18 YEA, WHEN THEY HAD MADE THEM A MOLTEN CALF, AND SAID, THIS IS
THY GOD THAT BROUGHT THEE UP OUT OF EGYPT, AND HAD WROUGHT
GREAT PROVOCATIONS;

19 YET THOU IN THY MANIFOLD MERCIES FORSOOKEST THEM NOT IN THE
WILDERNESS: THE PILLAR OF THE CLOUD DEPARTED NOT FROM THEM BY
DAY, TO LEAD THEM IN THE WAY; NEITHER THE PILLAR OF FIRE BY NIGHT,
TO SHEW THEM LIGHT, AND THE WAY WHEREIN THEY SHOULD GO.

20 THOU GAVEST ALSO THY GOOD SPIRIT TO INSTRUCT THEM, AND
WITHHELDEST NOT THY MANNA FROM THEIR MOUTH, AND GAVEST THEM
WATER FOR THEIR THIRST.

21 YEA, FORTY YEARS DIDST THOU SUSTAIN THEM IN THE WILDERNESS, SO
THAT THEY LACKED NOTHING; THEIR CLOTHES WAXED NOT OLD, AND
THEIR FEET SWELLED NOT.

22 MOREOVER THOU GAVEST THEM KINGDOMS AND NATIONS, AND DIDST
DIVIDE THEM INTO CORNERS: SO THEY POSSESSED THE LAND OF SIHON,
AND THE LAND OF THE KING OF HESHBON, AND THE LAND OF OG KING OF
BASHAN.

23 THEIR CHILDREN ALSO MULTIPLIEDST THOU AS THE STARS OF HEAVEN,
AND BROUGHTEST THEM INTO THE LAND, CONCERNING WHICH THOU
HADST PROMISED TO THEIR FATHERS, THAT THEY SHOULD GO IN TO
POSSESS IT.

24 SO THE CHILDREN WENT IN AND POSSESSED THE LAND, AND THOU
SUBDUEDST BEFORE THEM THE INHABITANTS OF THE LAND, THE
CANAANITES, AND GAVEST THEM INTO THEIR HANDS, WITH THEIR KINGS,
AND THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND, THAT THEY MIGHT DO WITH THEM AS THEY
WOULD.

25 AND THEY TOOK STRONG CITIES, AND A FAT LAND, AND POSSESSED
HOUSES FULL OF ALL GOODS, WELLS DIGGED, VINEYARDS, AND
OLIVEYARDS, AND FRUIT TREES IN ABUNDANCE: SO THEY DID EAT, AND
WERE FILLED, AND BECAME FAT, AND DELIGHTED THEMSELVES IN THY
GREAT GOODNESS.

26 NEVERTHELESS THEY WERE DISOBEDIENT, AND REBELLED AGAINST
THEE, AND CAST THY LAW BEHIND THEIR BACKS, AND SLEW THY PROPHETS
WHICH TESTIFIED AGAINST THEM TO TURN THEM TO THEE, AND THEY
WROUGHT GREAT PROVOCATIONS.

27 THEREFORE THOU DELIVEREDST THEM INTO THE HAND OF THEIR
ENEMIES, WHO VEXED THEM: AND IN THE TIME OF THEIR TROUBLE, WHEN
THEY CRIED UNTO THEE, THOU HEARDEST THEM FROM HEAVEN; AND
ACCORDING TO THY MANIFOLD MERCIES THOU GAVEST THEM SAVIOURS,
WHO SAVED THEM OUT OF THE HAND OF THEIR ENEMIES.
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28 BUT AFTER THEY HAD REST, THEY DID EVIL AGAIN BEFORE THEE:
THEREFORE LEFTEST THOU THEM IN THE HAND OF THEIR ENEMIES, SO
THAT THEY HAD THE DOMINION OVER THEM: YET WHEN THEY RETURNED,
AND CRIED UNTO THEE, THOU HEARDEST THEM FROM HEAVEN; AND MANY
TIMES DIDST THOU DELIVER THEM ACCORDING TO THY MERCIES;

29 AND TESTIFIEDST AGAINST THEM, THAT THOU MIGHTEST BRING THEM
AGAIN UNTO THY LAW: YET THEY DEALT PROUDLY, AND HEARKENED NOT
UNTO THY COMMANDMENTS, BUT SINNED AGAINST THY JUDGMENTS,
(WHICH IF A MAN DO, HE SHALL LIVE IN THEM;) AND WITHDREW THE
SHOULDER, AND HARDENED THEIR NECK, AND WOULD NOT HEAR.

30 YET MANY YEARS DIDST THOU FORBEAR THEM, AND TESTIFIEDST
AGAINST THEM BY THY SPIRIT IN THY PROPHETS: YET WOULD THEY NOT
GIVE EAR: THEREFORE GAVEST THOU THEM INTO THE HAND OF THE
PEOPLE OF THE LANDS.

31 NEVERTHELESS FOR THY GREAT MERCIES' SAKE THOU DIDST NOT
UTTERLY CONSUME THEM, NOR FORSAKE THEM; FOR THOU ART A
GRACIOUS AND MERCIFUL GOD.

32 NOW THEREFORE, OUR GOD, THE GREAT, THE MIGHTY, AND THE
TERRIBLE GOD, WHO KEEPEST COVENANT AND MERCY, LET NOT ALL THE
TROUBLE SEEM LITTLE BEFORE THEE, THAT HATH COME UPON US, ON OUR
KINGS, ON OUR PRINCES, AND ON OUR PRIESTS, AND ON OUR PROPHETS, AND
ON OUR FATHERS, AND ON ALL THY PEOPLE, SINCE THE TIME OF THE KINGS
OF ASSYRIA UNTO THIS DAY.

33 HOWBEIT THOU ART JUST IN ALL THAT IS BROUGHT UPON US; FOR THOU
HAST DONE RIGHT, BUT WE HAVE DONE WICKEDLY:

34 NEITHER HAVE OUR KINGS, OUR PRINCES, OUR PRIESTS, NOR OUR
FATHERS, KEPT THY LAW, NOR HEARKENED UNTO THY COMMANDMENTS
AND THY TESTIMONIES, WHEREWITH THOU DIDST TESTIFY AGAINST THEM.
35 FOR THEY HAVE NOT SERVED THEE IN THEIR KINGDOM, AND IN THY
GREAT GOODNESS THAT THOU GAVEST THEM, AND IN THE LARGE AND FAT
LAND WHICH THOU GAVEST BEFORE THEM, NEITHER TURNED THEY FROM
THEIR WICKED WORKS.

36 BEHOLD, WE ARE SERVANTS THIS DAY, AND FOR THE LAND THAT THOU
GAVEST UNTO OUR FATHERS TO EAT THE FRUIT THEREOF AND THE GOOD
THEREOF, BEHOLD, WE ARE SERVANTS IN IT:

37 AND IT YIELDETH MUCH INCREASE UNTO THE KINGS WHOM THOU HAST
SET OVER US BECAUSE OF OUR SINS: ALSO THEY HAVE DOMINION OVER OUR
BODIES, AND OVER OUR CATTLE, AT THEIR PLEASURE, AND WE ARE IN
GREAT DISTRESS.

38 AND BECAUSE OF ALL THIS WE MAKE A SURE COVENANT, AND WRITE IT;
AND OUR PRINCES, LEVITES, AND PRIESTS, SEAL UNTO IT.

A covenant was solemnly sealed to walk in the law of the Lord as given by Moses.
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NEHEMIAH 10:29

29 THEY CLAVE TO THEIR BRETHREN, THEIR NOBLES, AND ENTERED INTO A
CURSE, AND INTO AN OATH, TO WALK IN GOD'S LAW, WHICH WAS GIVEN BY
MOSES THE SERVANT OF GOD, AND TO OBSERVE AND DO ALL THE
COMMANDMENTS OF THE LORD OUR LORD, AND HIS JUDGMENTS AND HIS
STATUTES;

Nehemiah's final reform included the removal of Tobiah from the temple precincts.
Tobiah had entered through friendship with Eliashib, the high priest while Nehemiah was
back in Persia. Also a grandson of Eliashib had married Sanballat's daughter. Evidently
Eliashib was followed by his son Johanan in the reign of Darius II.

This Johanan is mentioned in the Elephantine papyri as high priest in Jerusalem.
His mention would indicate that Nehemiah’s history continues till at least 423 B. C.

MALACHI

Malachi delivered his message in 436 B. C. His name means messenger of Jehovah
Or my messenger.

MALACHI 3:1

3:1 BEHOLD, I WILL SEND MY MESSENGER, AND HE SHALL PREPARE THE
WAY BEFORE ME: AND THE LORD, WHOM YE SEEK, SHALL SUDDENLY COME
TO HIS TEMPLE, EVEN THE MESSENGER OF THE COVENANT, WHOM YE
DELIGHT IN: BEHOLD, HE SHALL COME, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS.

By now the temple is complete and the sacrifices were being offered. It is at this
Temple that the Messiah will appear.

MALACHI 1:7-10

7 YE OFFER POLLUTED BREAD UPON MINE ALTAR; AND YE SAY, WHEREIN
HAVE WE POLLUTED THEE? IN THAT YE SAY, THE TABLE OF THE LORD IS
CONTEMPTIBLE.

8 AND IF YE OFFER THE BLIND FOR SACRIFICE, IS IT NOT EVIL? AND IF YE
OFFER THE LAME AND SICK, IS IT NOT EVIL? OFFER IT NOW UNTO THY
GOVERNOR; WILL HE BE PLEASED WITH THEE, OR ACCEPT THY PERSON?
SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS.

9 AND NOW, I PRAY YOU, BESEECH GOD THAT HE WILL BE GRACIOUS UNTO
US: THIS HATH BEEN BY YOUR MEANS: WILL HE REGARD YOUR PERSONS?
SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS.

10 WHO IS THERE EVEN AMONG YOU THAT WOULD SHUT THE DOORS FOR
NOUGHT? NEITHER DO YE KINDLE FIRE ON MINE ALTAR FOR NOUGHT. 1
HAVE NO PLEASURE IN YOU, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, NEITHER WILL I
ACCEPT AN OFFERING AT YOUR HAND.
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MALACHI 3:8-10

8 WILL A MAN ROB GOD? YET YE HAVE ROBBED ME. BUT YE SAY, WHEREIN
HAVE WE ROBBED THEE? IN TITHES AND OFFERINGS.

9 YE ARE CURSED WITH A CURSE: FOR YE HAVE ROBBED ME, EVEN THIS
WHOLE NATION.

10 BRING YE ALL THE TITHES INTO THE STOREHOUSE, THAT THERE MAY BE
MEAT IN MINE HOUSE, AND PROVE ME NOW HEREWITH, SAITH THE LORD OF
HOSTS, IF I WILL NOT OPEN YOU THE WINDOWS OF HEAVEN, AND POUR YOU
OUT A BLESSING, THAT THERE SHALL NOT BE ROOM ENOUGH TO RECEIVE
IT.

A Persian governor was ruling in Jerusalem. This indicates a date later than that of
Haggai, Zechariah, and Nehemiah. A situation of moral and religious declension had set
in. The mixed marriages, failure to tithe and offering of blemished sacrifices are conditions
not unlike those referred to in the time of Ezra and Nehemiah.

There are two principal themes in the book: 1) The sin and apostacy of the people of
Israel, and the judgment that will come upon the faithless and the blessing in store for
those who repent.

MALACHI 4:2-3

2 BUT UNTO YOU THAT FEAR MY NAME SHALL THE SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS
ARISE WITH HEALING IN HIS WINGS; AND YE SHALL GO FORTH, AND GROW
UP AS CALVES OF THE STALL.

3 AND YE SHALL TREAD DOWN THE WICKED; FOR THEY SHALL BE ASHES
UNDER THE SOLES OF YOUR FEET IN THE DAY THAT I SHALL DO THIS, SAITH
THE LORD OF HOSTS.

With these prophecies, the Old Testament is complete. Enough information had
Been given to the people for a total restoration. The coming of the Messiah would perfect
the relationship between God and mankind. Man would once again be able to glorify
God's Son and to make the earth an inheritance for Jesus.
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