CHAPTER THIRTY-TWO
SON OF MAN
So, we now move to the study of Jesus as a man here on earth.

MATTHEW 3:1-2

1IN THOSE DAYS CAME JOHN THE BAPTIST, PREACHING IN THE
WILDERNESS OF JUDAEA,

2 AND SAYING, REPENT YE: FOR THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND.

MATTHEW 4:17
17 FROM THAT TIME JESUS BEGAN TO PREACH, AND TO SAY, REPENT: FOR
THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS AT HAND.

Repent means to think differently or to reconsider (morally to have a burning desire). The
word “kingdom” denotes royalty, rule, or a realm or a reign. Heaven is the abode of God
where there is eternal happiness and power. Then the verse says that the kingdom of
Heaven is near, approaching, coming, or drawing nigh. It was in the wilderness, at Jordan
that John preached the baptism of repentance unto the forgiveness of sins.

MARK 1:4

4 JOHN DID BAPTIZE IN THE WILDERNESS, AND PREACH THE BAPTISM OF
REPENTANCE FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS.

Again, John is saying that there must be a reformation from sin and guilt. With such
freedom is acquired. Deliverance, forgiveness and liberty are granted to the believer.

The new element in the baptism of John was not that he baptized, for already the
Jews practiced the so-called proselyte’s baptism on the Gentiles who came to faith in
Jehovah. It was that he baptized Jews. John was the “Elijah”, the preparer of the way.
His ministry was under the covenant made with Abraham. He had greater authority than
all the Old Testament Prophets. He was the witness to the Light and to the Lamb.

MALACHI 4:5-6

S BEHOLD, I WILL SEND YOU ELIJAH THE PROPHET BEFORE THE COMING OF
THE GREAT AND DREADFUL DAY OF THE LORD:

6 AND HE SHALL TURN THE HEART OF THE FATHERS TO THE CHILDREN, AND
THE HEART OF THE CHILDREN TO THEIR FATHERS, LEST I COME AND SMITE
THE EARTH WITH A CURSE.
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LUKE 1:17

17 AND HE SHALL GO BEFORE HIM IN THE SPIRIT AND POWER OF ELIAS, TO
TURN THE HEARTS OF THE FATHERS TO THE CHILDREN, AND THE
DISOBEDIENT TO THE WISDOM OF THE JUST; TO MAKE READY A PEOPLE
PREPARED FOR THE LORD.

The people were to plunge into to this experience like diving into water.

MATTHEW 17:10-13

10 AND HIS DISCIPLES ASKED HIM, SAYING, WHY THEN SAY THE SCRIBES
THAT ELIAS MUST FIRST COME?

11 AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO THEM, ELIAS TRULY SHALL FIRST
COME, AND RESTORE ALL THINGS.

12 BUT I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT ELIAS IS COME ALREADY, AND THEY KNEW
HIM NOT, BUT HAVE DONE UNTO HIM WHATSOEVER THEY LISTED.
LIKEWISE SHALL ALSO THE SON OF MAN SUFFER OF THEM.

13 THEN THE DISCIPLES UNDERSTOOD THAT HE SPAKE UNTO THEM OF JOHN
THE BAPTIST.

MATTHEW 11:9-10

9 BUT WHAT WENT YE OUT FOR TO SEE? A PROPHET? YEA, I SAY UNTO YOU,
AND MORE THAN A PROPHET.

10 FOR THIS IS HE, OF WHOM IT IS WRITTEN, BEHOLD, I SEND MY
MESSENGER BEFORE THY FACE, WHICH SHALL PREPARE THY WAY BEFORE
THEE.

JOHN 1:7-8

7 THE SAME CAME FOR A WITNESS, TO BEAR WITNESS OF THE LIGHT, THAT
ALL MEN THROUGH HIM MIGHT BELIEVE.

8 HE WAS NOT THAT LIGHT, BUT WAS SENT TO BEAR WITNESS OF THAT
LIGHT.

It is interesting to note that light can be translated fire.

JOHN 1:29

29 THE NEXT DAY JOHN SEETH JESUS COMING UNTO HIM, AND SAITH,
BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD, WHICH TAKETH AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD.
JOHN 1:36

6 AND LOOKING UPON JESUS AS HE WALKED, HE SAITH, BEHOLD THE LAMB
OF GOD!

John was the herald of the King whose coming was now at hand.
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MALACHI 3:1

3:1 BEHOLD, I WILL SEND MY MESSENGER, AND HE SHALL PREPARE THE
WAY BEFORE ME: AND THE

LORD WHOM YE SEEK, SHALL SUDDENLY COME TO HIS TEMPLE, EVEN THE
MESSENGER OF THE COVENANT,

WHOM YE DELIGHT IN: BEHOLD, HE SHALL COME, SAITH THE LORD OF
HOSTS.

JOHN 1:26-27

26 JOHN ANSWERED THEM, SAYING, I BAPTIZE WITH WATER: BUT THERE
STANDETH ONE AMONG YOU,

WHOM YE KNOW NOT;

27 HE IT IS, WHO COMING AFTER ME IS PREFERRED BEFORE ME, WHOSE
SHOE'S LATCHET I AM NOT WORTHY TO UNLOOSE.

According to Jesus, John was the greatest of all that had been born of women.

MATTHEW 11:11

VERILY I SAY UNTO YOU, AMONG THEM THAT ARE BORN OF WOMEN THERE
HATH NOT RISEN A GREATER THAN JOHN THE BAPTIST: NOTWITHSTANDING
HE THAT IS LEAST IN THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS GREATER THAN HE.

John was a burning and shining lamp, a voice of one calling in the desert, who pointed to
The “Word out of eternity.”

JOHN 5:35
35S HE WAS A BURNING AND A SHINING LIGHT: AND YE WERE WILLING FOR A
SEASON TO REJOICE IN HIS LIGHT.

JOHN 1:23
23 HE SAID, I AM THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, MAKE
STRAIGHT THE WAY OF THE LORD, AS SAID THE PROPHET ESAIAS.

ISATAH 40:3

3 THE VOICE OF HIM THAT CRIETH IN THE WILDERNESS, PREPARE YE THE
WAY OF THE LORD, MAKE

STRAIGHT IN THE DESERT A HIGHWAY FOR OUR GOD.

Note that John was called a “voice.” A voice is a sound, a noise, an indistinct cry,
unless a “word” accompanies it. Only through the “word” does the “voice” receive plain
content and meaning. John the Baptist without Jesus was an empty sound, a breath, a
nothing. On the other hand, the “word” can very well exist without the voice. The
unspoken word or unwritten word remains a word in the fullest sense. Thus Jesus is all
that which He is, even without the Baptist. The voice needs the word, but the word does not
need the voice. John needed Jesus, but Jesus did not need John. If the word and the voice
combine then, from the standpoint of the heard, the voice precedes the word. The voice is
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the first part to reach the ear of the listener, and only then does the meaning—the word—
reach his spirit. The Baptist came into the world first, and Christ, the Word, followed
after. But in speaking this is reversed. The word precedes the voice. The word is
conceived inwardly before the voice passes over the lips.

JOHN 1:30
30 THIS IS HE OF WHOM I SAID, AFTER ME COMETH A MAN WHICH IS
PREFERRED BEFORE ME: FOR HE WAS BEFORE ME.

Finally, if the word has been spoken then the voice ceases. It dies away and exists no
more. But the word abides, for it has been planted in the hearer. John passed on, but Jesus
lives on.

JOHN 3:30
30 HE MUST INCREASE, BUT I MUST DECREASE.

LUKE 3:16

16 JOHN ANSWERED, SAYING UNTO THEM ALL, I INDEED BAPTIZE YOU WITH
WATER; BUT ONE MIGHTIER THAN I COMETH, THE LATCHET OF WHOSE
SHOES I AM NOT WORTHY TO UNLOOSE: HE SHALL BAPTIZE YOU

WITH THE HOLY GHOST AND WITH FIRE:

As soon as John had fulfilled his commission he was removed; but Jesus abides.
THE KING
The King prepared to take up the message of John the Baptist.

MARK 1:9-11

9 AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THOSE DAYS, THAT JESUS CAME FROM
NAZARETH OF GALILEE, AND WAS BAPTIZED OF JOHN IN JORDAN.

10 AND STRAIGHTWAY COMING UP OUT OF THE WATER, HE SAW THE
HEAVENS OPENED, AND THE SPIRIT LIKE A DOVE DESCENDING UPON HIM:
11 AND THERE CAME A VOICE FROM HEAVEN, SAYING, THOU ART MY
BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED.

The next event in the life of Jesus was His baptism in water which took place when
He was thirty years old.

MATTHEW 3:13-17

13 THEN COMETH JESUS FROM GALILEE TO JORDAN UNTO JOHN, TO BE
BAPTIZED OF HIM.

14 BUT JOHN FORBAD HIM, SAYING, I HAVE NEED TO BE BAPTIZED OF THEE,
AND COMEST THOU TO ME?
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15 AND JESUS ANSWERING SAID UNTO HIM, SUFFER IT TO BE SO NOW: FOR
THUS IT BECOMETH US TO FULFIL ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS. THEN HE SUFFERED
HIM.

16 AND JESUS, WHEN HE WAS BAPTIZED, WENT UP STRAIGHTWAY OUT OF
THE WATER: AND, LO, THE HEAVENS WERE OPENED UNTO HIM, AND HE SAW
THE SPIRIT OF GOD DESCENDING LIKE A DOVE, AND LIGHTING UPON HIM:

17 AND LO A VOICE FROM HEAVEN, SAYING, THIS IS MY BELOVED SON, IN
WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED.

MARK 1:9-11

9 AND IT CAME TO PASS IN THOSE DAYS, THAT JESUS CAME FROM
NAZARETH OF GALILEE, AND WAS BAPTIZED OF JOHN IN JORDAN.

10 AND STRAIGHTWAY COMING UP OUT OF THE WATER, HE SAW THE
HEAVENS OPENED, AND THE SPIRIT LIKE A DOVE DESCENDING UPON HIM:
11 AND THERE CAME A VOICE FROM HEAVEN, SAYING, THOU ART MY
BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED.

LUKE 3:21-22

21 NOW WHEN ALL THE PEOPLE WERE BAPTIZED, IT CAME TO PASS, THAT
JESUS ALSO BEING BAPTIZED, AND PRAYING, THE HEAVEN WAS OPENED,

22 AND THE HOLY GHOST DESCENDED IN A BODILY SHAPE LIKE A DOVE
UPON HIM, AND A VOICE CAME FROM HEAVEN, WHICH SAID, THOU ART MY
BELOVED SON; IN THEE I AM WELL PLEASED.

Why was Jesus baptized? Unlike us, He did not need to publicly declare that He
had been forgiven of His sins—He had no sin in His life. Here is why He was baptized.
According to the Mosaic law, not only the corporeally unclean in Israel, as for example
lepers, but also those who had touched unclean animals. To touch the unclean was to defile
oneself. They were excommunicated from the camp along with the lepers. This is
discussed in Leviticus 11 and 14. Readmission into the congregation could take place only
after a given period, as was fitting for a case of uncleanness. But every Israelite whose
object it was to recover the communion he had lost, was obliged to undergo the appointed
religious ablution. This is discussed in Leviticus 15.

According to this enactment of the law, Christ also was obliged to submit to John’s
baptism. Jesus recognized it to be a purification of the people. John administered water
baptism as a true prophet by an intimation of the Spirit of God. He stood in the closest
contact with the people who were regarded by the prophet as excommunicated. He was
unclean through His connection with an unclean people. On the principles of the Old
Testament righteousness, therefore, His baptism was required. The essential significance
of the baptism of Jesus was the symbol of an actual relation.

John’s baptism in its highest point was a typical prophecy of the death of Jesus.

Christian baptism on the other hand, is a sacramental representation of the same event.
John the Baptist had reprimanded the members of the Sanhedrim as “a generation of
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vipers.” There was no loftiness in John when Jesus came. “I have need to be baptized of
Thee, and comest Thou to me?”

The Old and New covenants salute and bless one another through John and Jesus.
The one glorifies itself in the other. From the glory of the first emerges the greater glory of
the second. The determination of Jesus prevailed, for He came not to dissolve the law, but
to fulfill it. He well knew that His baptism expressed that consecration of death for His
people which was spread over His life. By this wonderful humility of Jesus coming to him
to be baptized, John was prepared to receive the positive revelation, that this was the Lamb
of God which taketh away the sins of the world. John seemed bothered that Jesus was
necessitated only by communion with His people to submit to the humiliating ordinance of
baptism—that He bore the sins of His people. But Jesus knew that the burden of earth fell
precisely on His heart. His heart was accustomed to sympathize with the suffering of
humanity. Jesus also knew the exaltation which always follows the sufferings inflicted on a
child of God. He must have come to His baptism with great expectations. Jesus knew
something good would happen as a result of His humiliation in the act of baptism. He came
to His baptism with the certain expectation that the Father would testify to His honor in the
hour of His shame or dishonor. Jesus had immersed Himself by the prayer of the heart in
the abyss of Deity, even while He was being immersed in the stream.
Baptism was His solemn consecration to God and to death. By this great public surrender
to the Father, His consciousness as the Messiah was completed, His calling declared. He
was moved by the fullness of the Holy Spirit. Through the illumination of this Spirit the
certainty of His eternal unity in God was proven. His Sonship and the evidence of His
calling and course of life, were completely disclosed to Him through water baptism. The
unfolding of the Messianic consciousness of Jesus was completed at His baptism. The
public certainty of His Messiahship was proclaimed at His baptism. The Baptist had
advocated it before all the people. As Jesus rose out of the water, the Father gave a divine
greeting ‘Thou art My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” This went through soul
of Jesus with infinite power, fervency, and splendor.
John the Baptist also heard the voice and saw the sign of the Spirit descending in an
outward visible form, like a dove, upon Jesus, and abiding upon Him.

At this moment the first rays of Christ’s glorification broke forth. This was a
foretokening of His transfiguration on the Mount and at the Ascension. It was a
foretokening of the transfiguration of humanity in the new world by His glorification.
Jesus was ready to begin spreading abroad the breath and life of the Spirit. At this
moment His human consciousness of God was completed.

John the Baptist discerned what was going on inside of Jesus.

JOHN 1:29-36

29 THE NEXT DAY JOHN SEETH JESUS COMING UNTO HIM, AND SAITH,
BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD, WHICH TAKETH AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD.
30 THIS IS HE OF WHOM I SAID, AFTER ME COMETH A MAN WHICH IS
PREFERRED BEFORE ME: FOR HE WAS BEFORE ME.
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31 AND I KNEW HIM NOT: BUT THAT HE SHOULD BE MADE MANIFEST TO
ISRAEL, THEREFORE AM I COME BAPTIZING WITH WATER.

32 AND JOHN BARE RECORD, SAYING, I SAW THE SPIRIT DESCENDING FROM
HEAVEN LIKE A DOVE, AND IT ABODE UPON HIM.

33 AND I KNEW HIM NOT: BUT HE THAT SENT ME TO BAPTIZE WITH WATER,
THE SAME SAID UNTO ME, UPON WHOM THOU SHALT SEE THE SPIRIT
DESCENDING, AND REMAINING ON HIM, THE SAME IS HE WHICH BAPTIZETH
WITH THE HOLY GHOST.

34 AND I SAW, AND BARE RECORD THAT THIS IS THE SON OF GOD.

35 AGAIN THE NEXT DAY AFTER JOHN STOOD, AND TWO OF HIS DISCIPLES;
36 AND LOOKING UPON JESUS AS HE WALKED, HE SAITH, BEHOLD THE LAMB
OF GOD!

John wanted the heavenly power of Christ’s infinitely gentle Spirit-life. He wanted to be
full of passionate zeal, but yet in the spirit of humility to know how to value others. John
was now certainly convinced of the Messiahship of Christ by the testimony of God. John
designated the Son of God by the title of the Lamb. He referred to the life of Jesus as being
in the Spirit as a dove. The people of Israel were made aware that Jesus truly is the Son of
God and the Messiah.

As soon as we become Christlike, that is, as soon as we accept Jesus as our Savior,
we should be baptized in water. Could it be that water baptism is the prerequisite to
carrying out the will of God for the ministry that He has called us to do? Could it be that
some are sick and have died early because they have not been baptized in water? Could it
be that some were not baptized in the correct way? You see, water baptism is a symbol of
purification.

PSALMS 51:7
7 PURGE ME WITH HYSSOP, AND I SHALL BE CLEAN: WASH ME, AND I SHALL
BE WHITER THAN SNOW.

EZEKIEL 36:25

25 THEN WILL I SPRINKLE CLEAN WATER UPON YOU, AND YE SHALL BE
CLEAN: FROM ALL YOUR FILTHINESS, AND FROM ALL YOUR IDOLS, WILL I
CLEANSE YOU.

JOHN 3:25-26

25 THEN THERE AROSE A QUESTION BETWEEN SOME OF JOHN'S DISCIPLES
AND THE JEWS ABOUT PURIFYING.

26 AND THEY CAME UNTO JOHN, AND SAID UNTO HIM, RABBI, HE THAT WAS
WITH THEE BEYOND JORDAN, TO WHOM THOU BAREST WITNESS, BEHOLD,
THE SAME BAPTIZETH, AND ALL MEN COME TO HIM.

Some other Scriptures make it abundantly clear that baptism symbolizes spiritual
cleansing or purification.
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ACTS 2:38

38 THEN PETER SAID UNTO THEM, REPENT, AND BE BAPTIZED EVERY ONE OF
YOU IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST FOR THE REMISSION OF SINS, AND YE
SHALL RECEIVE THE GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST.

ACTS 22:16
16 AND NOW WHY TARRIEST THOU? ARISE, AND BE BAPTIZED, AND WASH
AWAY THY SINS, CALLING ON THE NAME OF THE LORD.

ROMANS 6:4-11

4 THEREFORE WE ARE BURIED WITH HIM BY BAPTISM INTO DEATH: THAT
LIKE AS CHRIST WAS RAISED UP FROM THE DEAD BY THE GLORY OF THE
FATHER, EVEN SO WE ALSO SHOULD WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE.

5 FOR IF WE HAVE BEEN PLANTED TOGETHER IN THE LIKENESS OF HIS
DEATH, WE SHALL BE ALSO IN THE LIKENESS OF HIS RESURRECTION:

6 KNOWING THIS, THAT OUR OLD MAN IS CRUCIFIED WITH HIM, THAT THE
BODY OF SIN MIGHT BE DESTROYED, THAT HENCEFORTH WE SHOULD NOT
SERVE SIN.

7 FOR HE THAT IS DEAD IS FREED FROM SIN.

8 NOW IF WE BE DEAD WITH CHRIST, WE BELIEVE THAT WE SHALL ALSO
LIVE WITH HIM:

9 KNOWING THAT CHRIST BEING RAISED FROM THE DEAD DIETH NO MORE;
DEATH HATH NO MORE DOMINION OVER HIM.

10 FOR IN THAT HE DIED, HE DIED UNTO SIN ONCE: BUT IN THAT HE LIVETH,
HE LIVETH UNTO GOD.

11 LIKEWISE RECKON YE ALSO YOURSELVES TO BE DEAD INDEED UNTO SIN,
BUT ALIVE UNTO GOD THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD.

1 CORINTHIANS 6:11

11 AND SUCH WERE SOME OF YOU: BUT YE ARE WASHED, BUT YE ARE
SANCTIFIED, BUT YE ARE JUSTIFIED IN THE NAME OF THE LORD JESUS, AND
BY THE SPIRIT OF OUR GOD.

TITUS 3:5

5 NOT BY WORKS OF RIGHTEOUSNESS WHICH WE HAVE DONE, BUT
ACCORDING TO HIS MERCY HE SAVED US, BY THE WASHING OF
REGENERATION, AND RENEWING OF THE HOLY GHOST;

HEBREWS 10:22

22 LET US DRAW NEAR WITH A TRUE HEART IN FULL ASSURANCE OF FAITH,
HAVING OUR HEARTS SPRINKLED FROM AN EVIL CONSCIENCE, AND OUR
BODIES WASHED WITH PURE WATER.
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1 PETER 3:21

21 THE LIKE FIGURE WHEREUNTO EVEN BAPTISM DOTH ALSO NOW SAVE US
(NOT THE PUTTING AWAY OF THE FILTH OF THE FLESH, BUT THE ANSWER
OF A GOOD CONSCIENCE TOWARD GOD,) BY THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS
CHRIST:

REVELATION 1:5

5 AND FROM JESUS CHRIST, WHO IS THE FAITHFUL WITNESS, AND THE FIRST
BEGOTTEN OF THE DEAD, AND THE PRINCE OF THE KINGS OF THE EARTH.
UNTO HIM THAT LOVED US, AND WASHED US FROM OUR SINS IN HIS OWN
BLOOD.

Again, water baptism is symbolic of purification. Water baptism must be preceded
by a profession faith. Water baptism presupposes regeneration, faith, conversion, and
justification. To the congregation, the one being baptized is symbolically testifying to his
faith in Christ by proclaiming that his old life of sin and self is dead, and that he is risen to
a new life in Christ.

MARK 16:16
16 HE THAT BELIEVETH AND IS BAPTIZED SHALL BE SAVED; BUT HE THAT
BELIEVETH NOT SHALL BE DAMNED.

ACTS 2:41

41 THEN THEY THAT GLADLY RECEIVED HIS WORD WERE BAPTIZED: AND
THE SAME DAY THERE WERE ADDED UNTO THEM ABOUT THREE THOUSAND
SOULS.

ACTS 8:37

37 AND PHILIP SAID, IF THOU BELIEVEST WITH ALL THINE HEART, THOU
MAYEST. AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID, I BELIEVE THAT JESUS CHRIST IS
THE SON OF GOD.

BAPTISM IS OBLIGATORY IN THE CHURCH BECAUSE IT WAS COMMANDED BY
CHRIST.

MARK 16:15-16

15 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, GO YE INTO ALL THE WORLD, AND PREACH
THE GOSPEL TO EVERY CREATURE.

16 HE THAT BELIEVETH AND IS BAPTIZED SHALL BE SAVED; BUT HE THAT
BELIEVETH NOT SHALL BE DAMNED.

MATTHEW 28:19-20

19 GO YE THEREFORE, AND TEACH ALL NATIONS, BAPTIZING THEM IN THE
NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE HOLY GHOST:

20 TEACHING THEM TO OBSERVE ALL THINGS WHATSOEVER I HAVE
COMMANDED YOU: AND, LO,1 AM WITH YOU ALWAY, EVEN UNTO THE END
OF THE WORLD. AMEN.
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Water baptism was practiced by the early church.

ACTS 2:41-42

41 THEN THEY THAT GLADLY RECEIVED HIS WORD WERE BAPTIZED: AND
THE SAME DAY THERE WERE ADDED UNTO THEM ABOUT THREE THOUSAND
SOULS.

42 AND THEY CONTINUED STEDFASTLY IN THE APOSTLES' DOCTRINE AND
FELLOWSHIP, AND IN BREAKING OF BREAD, AND IN PRAYERS.

ACTS 8:35-39

35 THEN PHILIP OPENED HIS MOUTH, AND BEGAN AT THE SAME SCRIPTURE,
AND PREACHED UNTO HIM JESUS.

36 AND AS THEY WENT ON THEIR WAY, THEY CAME UNTO A CERTAIN
WATER: AND THE EUNUCH SAID, SEE, HERE IS WATER; WHAT DOTH HINDER
ME TO BE BAPTIZED?

37 AND PHILIP SAID, IF THOU BELIEVEST WITH ALL THINE HEART, THOU
MAYEST. AND HE ANSWERED AND SAID, I BELIEVE THAT JESUS CHRIST IS
THE SON OF GOD.

38 AND HE COMMANDED THE CHARIOT TO STAND STILL: AND THEY WENT
DOWN BOTH INTO THE WATER, BOTH PHILIP AND THE EUNUCH; AND HE
BAPTIZED HIM.

39 AND WHEN THEY WERE COME UP OUT OF THE WATER, THE SPIRIT OF
THE LORD CAUGHT AWAY PHILIP, THAT THE EUNUCH SAW HIM NO MORE:
AND HE WENT ON HIS WAY REJOICING.

ROMANS 6:1-5

1 WHAT SHALL WE SAY THEN? SHALL WE CONTINUE IN SIN, THAT GRACE
MAY ABOUND?

2 GOD FORBID. HOW SHALL WE, THAT ARE DEAD TO SIN, LIVE ANY LONGER
THEREIN?

3 KNOW YE NOT, THAT SO MANY OF US AS WERE BAPTIZED INTO JESUS
CHRIST WERE BAPTIZED INTO HIS DEATH?

4 THEREFORE WE ARE BURIED WITH HIM BY BAPTISM INTO DEATH: THAT
LIKE AS CHRIST WAS RAISED UP FROM THE DEAD BY THE GLORY OF THE
FATHER, EVEN SO WE ALSO SHOULD WALK IN NEWNESS OF LIFE.

5 FOR IF WE HAVE BEEN PLANTED TOGETHER IN THE LIKENESS OF HIS
DEATH, WE SHALL BE ALSO IN THE LIKENESS OF HIS RESURRECTION:

We have already read Matthew 28:19. It gives the formula for water baptism.
MATTHEW 28:19
19 GO YE THEREFORE, AND TEACH ALL NATIONS, BAPTIZING THEM IN THE
NAME OF THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, AND OF THE HOLY GHOST:

Any questions about water baptism? Even though Jesus was ready to step into
public ministry, He was led into the wilderness.
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MATTHEW 4:1-11

1 THEN WAS JESUS LED UP OF THE SPIRIT INTO THE WILDERNESS TO BE
TEMPTED OF THE DEVIL.

2 AND WHEN HE HAD FASTED FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS, HE WAS
AFTERWARD AN HUNGRED.

3 AND WHEN THE TEMPTER CAME TO HIM, HE SAID, IF THOU BE THE SON OF
GOD, COMMAND THAT THESE STONES BE MADE BREAD.

4 BUT HE ANSWERED AND SAID, IT IS WRITTEN, MAN SHALL NOT LIVE BY
BREAD ALONE, BUT BY EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDETH OUT OF THE
MOUTH OF GOD.

S THEN THE DEVIL TAKETH HIM UP INTO THE HOLY CITY, AND SETTETH
HIM ON A PINNACLE OF THE TEMPLE,

6 AND SAITH UNTO HIM, IF THOU BE THE SON OF GOD, CAST THYSELF
DOWN: FORIT IS WRITTEN, HE SHALL GIVE HIS ANGELS CHARGE
CONCERNING THEE: AND IN THEIR HANDS THEY SHALL BEAR THEE UP, LEST
AT ANY TIME THOU DASH THY FOOT AGAINST A STONE.

7 JESUS SAID UNTO HIM, IT IS WRITTEN AGAIN, THOU SHALT NOT TEMPT
THE LORD THY GOD.

8 AGAIN, THE DEVIL TAKETH HIM UP INTO AN EXCEEDING HIGH MOUNTAIN,
AND SHEWETH HIM ALL THE KINGDOMS OF THE WORLD, AND THE GLORY
OF THEM;

9 AND SAITH UNTO HIM, ALL THESE THINGS WILL I GIVE THEE, IF THOU
WILT FALL DOWN AND WORSHIP ME.

10 THEN SAITH JESUS UNTO HIM, GET THEE HENCE, SATAN: FORIT IS
WRITTEN, THOU SHALT WORSHIP THE LORD THY GOD, AND HIM ONLY
SHALT THOU SERVE.

11 THEN THE DEVIL LEAVETH HIM, AND, BEHOLD, ANGELS CAME AND
MINISTERED UNTO HIM.

MARK 1:12-13

12 AND IMMEDIATELY THE SPIRIT DRIVETH HIM INTO THE WILDERNESS.
13 AND HE WAS THERE IN THE WILDERNESS FORTY DAYS, TEMPTED OF
SATAN; AND WAS WITH THE WILD BEASTS; AND THE ANGELS MINISTERED
UNTO HIM.

LUKE 4:1-13

1 AND JESUS BEING FULL OF THE HOLY GHOST RETURNED FROM JORDAN,
AND WAS LED BY THE SPIRIT INTO THE WILDERNESS,

2 BEING FORTY DAYS TEMPTED OF THE DEVIL. AND IN THOSE DAYS HE DID
EAT NOTHING: AND WHEN THEY WERE ENDED, HE AFTERWARD HUNGERED.
3 AND THE DEVIL SAID UNTO HIM, IF THOU BE THE SON OF GOD, COMMAND
THIS STONE THAT IT BE MADE BREAD.

4 AND JESUS ANSWERED HIM, SAYING, IT IS WRITTEN, THAT MAN SHALL
NOT LIVE BY BREAD ALONE, BUT BY EVERY WORD OF GOD.

S5 AND THE DEVIL, TAKING HIM UP INTO AN HIGH MOUNTAIN, SHEWED UNTO
HIM ALL THE KINGDOMS OF THE WORLD IN A MOMENT OF TIME.
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6 AND THE DEVIL SAID UNTO HIM, ALL THIS POWER WILL I GIVE THEE, AND
THE GLORY OF THEM: FOR THAT IS DELIVERED UNTO ME; AND TO
WHOMSOEVER I WILL I GIVE IT.

7 1IF THOU THEREFORE WILT WORSHIP ME, ALL SHALL BE THINE.

8 AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SAID UNTO HIM, GET THEE BEHIND ME, SATAN:
FOR IT IS WRITTEN, THOU SHALT WORSHIP THE LORD THY GOD, AND HIM
ONLY SHALT THOU SERVE.

9 AND HE BROUGHT HIM TO JERUSALEM, AND SET HIM ON A PINNACLE OF
THE TEMPLE, AND SAID UNTO HIM, IF THOU BE THE SON OF GOD, CAST
THYSELF DOWN FROM HENCE:

10 FORIT IS WRITTEN, HE SHALL GIVE HIS ANGELS CHARGE OVER THEE, TO
KEEP THEE:

11 AND IN THEIR HANDS THEY SHALL BEAR THEE UP, LEST AT ANY TIME
THOU DASH THY FOOT AGAINST A STONE.

12 AND JESUS ANSWERING SAID UNTO HIM, IT IS SAID, THOU SHALT NOT
TEMPT THE LORD THY GOD.

13 AND WHEN THE DEVIL HAD ENDED ALL THE TEMPTATION, HE DEPARTED
FROM HIM FOR A SEASON.

At the age of twelve we are told that Jesus said that He needed to be about His
Father’s business. Obviously, Jesus, even at that age knew who He was in relation to God
the Father. He walked in the presence of God, and bore within Himself the fullness of the
Godhead. Jesus knew Himself to be surrounded by, conditioned to, penetrated with, and
directed by God’s Spirit. He lived in an eternal, infinitely intimate, reciprocal action with
the Father. The blessedness and power that Jesus received as He fellowshipped with the
Father never allowed Him to withdraw from the consciousness of eternity.

Sin from the first must have been detestable as gloom to His brightness,--as
nothingness to His power of being;--as the dissonant, sour note to the harmony of His life,--
as estrangement from God to His fullness of God. So, the God-man, Jesus, was determined
not to give any consent to sin. And yet the fact that He was living as a human meant that
the capability to sin was present. Realizing Jesus could sin, Satan decided to tempt Him
more than any other man, in hopes to make Him sin. If Jesus yielded to sin, satan knew it
would destroy the ministry of Jesus. Christ alone would feel the entire temptation of the
world.

But, we are going to see that temptation and sin were repelled by the power of His
self-determination. He alone, who perfectly understood and experienced sin in the full
clearness of His pure feeling and spirit, could completely overcome it. He had come to
bring complete freedom to mankind. He knew He must confront everything mankind
would face.

This included temptation. With Jesus on the scene, the chief of hell, satan, himself,
was forced to disclose himself for the purpose of tempting the Son of man. No demon was
sufficient—only satan, himself, was brave enough, or stupid enough to attempt this
monumental task.
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It was at this point that the Master of light and the master of darkness met head on.
This tells us that Jesus was led into the wilderness to be tempted so that He could gain for
mankind influence in the spiritual realm. With Jesus knowing who He was in God and
knowing His mission here on earth, there was to be no way that He would allow Himself to
turn away from humanity. Neither could He retain the fullness of life just for Himself and
in no way was He about to allow satan to rob Him and mankind of the God-kind of life. He
was compelled to share everything that He is with mankind and for the sake of mankind.
Jesus knew that His ability to gain victory over satan would give to those who believed in
Him the ability to be over-comers, as well.

Satan, who Kills, steals, and destroys, wanted to confuse, dim, and agitate man’s
ability to know what Jesus was going to accomplish for all of God’s people. Satan knew
that if He could get Jesus to rely on His divine power instead of His human ability under
the anointing of the Holy Spirit, then Jesus would not be able to carry out His mission as
the second Adam. Satan tried to trick Jesus by saying, “If Thou be the Son of God...”

Since Jesus was so hungry, satan tempted Him by trying to get Jesus to fulfill the
lust of the flesh. This did not work, so satan appealed to the pride of life by taking Jesus
upon on the temple and telling Him to jump off.

Satan told Jesus that the angels would catch Him and then everybody would know that He
was the God-man. Again, satan used the phrase, “If Thou be the Son of God. ..” Satan
was still trying to get Jesus to rely on His deity rather then on His Spirit-filled heart.

Jesus did not yield to this temptation, so satan took Jesus upon a mountain and
showed Him all the surrounding territory. Satan told Jesus that He could have everything
He could see if He would bow down and worship him. Jesus knew that one day the whole
earth was going to be a glorious inheritance for Him. No way was He going to break His
relationship with Father God for what He could see with His natural eye. Jesus did not
yield to the lust of the eyes.

Every temptation that we have falls under one of these three headings: the lust of
the flesh; the lust of the eyes; and the pride of life. Now let us have a more detailed
explanation of what I have just said.

Satan understood the kingdom of God and the importance of God’s timing. Satan
knew why Jesus had come to the earth.

ISAIH 61:1-3

61:1 THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD GOD IS UPON ME; BECAUSE THE LORD HATH
ANOINTED ME TO PREACH GOOD TIDINGS UNTO THE MEEK; HE HATH SENT
ME TO BIND UP THE BROKENHEARTED, TO PROCLAIM LIBERTY TO THE
CAPTIVES, AND THE OPENING OF THE PRISON TO THEM THAT ARE BOUND;
2 TO PROCLAIM THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD, AND THE DAY OF
VENGEANCE OF OUR GOD; TO COMFORT ALL THAT MOURN;
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3 TO APPOINT UNTO THEM THAT MOURN IN ZION, TO GIVE UNTO THEM
BEAUTY FOR ASHES, THE OIL OF JOY FOR MOURNING, THE GARMENT OF
PRAISE FOR THE SPIRIT OF HEAVINESS; THAT THEY MIGHT BE CALLED
TREES OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, THE PLANTING OF THE LORD, THAT HE MIGHT
BE GLORIFIED.

LUKE 4:18-19

18 THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD IS UPON ME, BECAUSE HE HATH ANOINTED ME
TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TO THE POOR; HE HATH SENT ME TO HEAL THE
BROKENHEARTED, TO PREACH DELIVERANCE TO THE CAPTIVES, AND
RECOVERING OF SIGHT TO THE BLIND, TO SET AT LIBERTY THEM THAT ARE
BRUISED,

19 TO PREACH THE ACCEPTABLE YEAR OF THE LORD.

Satan was going to try to get Jesus to jump ahead of the Father and start His ministry
before the time that the Father had ordained. Satan would approach this temptation by
trying to get Jesus to set up an outward, visible kingdom at that time rather than waiting
on the Father’s time. Satan knew that if He could get Jesus to set up His kingdom here on
earth at the time of the temptation, then the plan of God would be destroyed. Satan knew
that at the appearance of the Lord’s kingdom this world would vanish and the future
would become manifest. If this happened, the earth would have no opportunity to become
a glorious inheritance for Jesus.

Since Adam had given dominion to satan and he had become the “god of this
world”, then if Jesus yielded to the temptation, the earth would forever remain under the
control of satan. What was to be the kingdom of God here on earth would actually become
an eternal kingdom for satan. With this in mind satan sets out to tempt Jesus. It was to be
a political issue regarding the establishment of the Lord’s kingdom.

Jesus knew His mission and loved the people so much that it was a challenge not to
go ahead and completely reveal all of His splendor and glory. Everybody get the picture.
The water baptism of Jesus had symbolically indicated the death, burial, and resurrection
of Jesus. The Father’s voice and the Holy Spirit’s desention had symbolically indicated the
exaltation of Jesus as the Christ. It was not God’s time for these things to be revealed in
actuality. So, Jesus was drawn into the wilderness so He could commune with the Father.
He lived among the wild beasts. He wandered about and could not leave the wilderness.
The Holy Spirit kept Him there for forty days. He ate nothing during this time of solitude.
There was no spiritual law that demanded Jesus to fast for this time. It probably would
have been alright for Him to have lived like John, on locusts and wild honey. It would still
have been considered a fast in the eyes of God if He had.

MATTHEW 11:18
18 FOR JOHN CAME NEITHER EATING NOR DRINKING, AND THEY SAY, HE
HATH A DEVIL.

But Jesus was fasting absolutely—nothing to eat or drink.
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EXODUS 34:28

28 AND HE WAS THERE WITH THE LORD FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS;
HE DID NEITHER EAT BREAD, NOR DRINK WATER. AND HE WROTE UPON THE
TABLES THE WORDS OF THE COVENANT, THE TEN COMMANDMENTS.

I KINGS 19:8

8 AND HE AROSE, AND DID EAT AND DRINK, AND WENT IN THE STRENGTH OF
THAT MEAT FORTY DAYS AND FORTY NIGHTS UNTO HOREB THE MOUNT OF
GOD.

When the forty days were up, Jesus was hungry. Jesus knew that He had come to the
world to supply the needs of the people. He knew that a lot of people besides Himself were
hungry. Not only was He hungry for food, but also for fellowship with mankind. People
were hungry for fellowship with Him, they just did not know it. His love for mankind was
so strong that He just might be tempted by anything that might speed up His being able to
secure mankind in His kingdom.

Satan could not come to Jesus as an angel of light—Jesus was too smart for that.
Jesus would instantly know the difference. Since satan is not a human, he had to find a
human or humans through which to operate. The Jewish hierarchy about this time were in
quest of a Messiah. This can be historically proven. They sent some government
representatives from Jerusalem to Jordan for the purpose of obtaining from John the
Baptist an explanation respecting his own character. These representatives would have
been returning to Jerusalem, according to the dates furnished by the Gospels, about the
time when Jesus’ forty days wilderness experience had expired. From the account of John,
it is quite evident that Jesus came back from the solitude of the wilderness just one day
after the return of this deputation from Jordan. John had declared that he was not the
Messiah. He added that the Messiah had come among them and they did not know him.
John had pointed out the Messiah to the disciples. It stands to reason the he would have
also pointed Jesus out to the rulers of Israel, regardless of the consequences. After all,
Jesus had come for the Jews. Even though John might not know just where Jesus was in
the wilderness, he was able to describe Jesus so well that the agents would have no
difficulty in recognizing Jesus if they saw Him.

JOHN 1:19-34

19 AND THIS IS THE RECORD OF JOHN, WHEN THE JEWS SENT PRIESTS AND
LEVITES FROM JERUSALEM TO ASK HIM, WHO ART THOU?

20 AND HE CONFESSED, AND DENIED NOT; BUT CONFESSED, I AM NOT THE
CHRIST.

21 AND THEY ASKED HIM, WHAT THEN? ART THOU ELIAS? AND HE SAITH, I
AM NOT. ART THOU THAT PROPHET? AND HE ANSWERED, NO.

22 THEN SAID THEY UNTO HIM, WHO ART THOU? THAT WE MAY GIVE AN
ANSWER TO THEM THAT SENT US. WHAT SAYEST THOU OF THYSELF?

23 HE SAID, I AM THE VOICE OF ONE CRYING IN THE WILDERNESS, MAKE
STRAIGHT THE WAY OF THE LORD, AS SAID THE PROPHET ESAIAS.

24 AND THEY WHICH WERE SENT WERE OF THE PHARISEES.
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25 AND THEY ASKED HIM, AND SAID UNTO HIM, WHY BAPTIZEST THOU
THEN, IF THOU BE NOT THAT CHRIST, NOR ELIAS, NEITHER THAT PROPHET?
26 JOHN ANSWERED THEM, SAYING, I BAPTIZE WITH WATER: BUT THERE
STANDETH ONE AMONG YOU, WHOM YE KNOW NOT;

27 HE IT IS, WHO COMING AFTER ME IS PREFERRED BEFORE ME, WHOSE
SHOE'S LATCHET I AM NOT WORTHY TO UNLOOSE.

28 THESE THINGS WERE DONE IN BETHABARA BEYOND JORDAN, WHERE
JOHN WAS BAPTIZING.

29 THE NEXT DAY JOHN SEETH JESUS COMING UNTO HIM, AND SAITH,
BEHOLD THE LAMB OF GOD, WHICH TAKETH AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD.
30 THIS IS HE OF WHOM I SAID, AFTER ME COMETH A MAN WHICH IS
PREFERRED BEFORE ME: FOR HE WAS BEFORE ME.

31 AND I KNEW HIM NOT: BUT THAT HE SHOULD BE MADE MANIFEST TO
ISRAEL, THEREFORE AM I COME BAPTIZING WITH WATER.

32 AND JOHN BARE RECORD, SAYING, I SAW THE SPIRIT DESCENDING FROM
HEAVEN LIKE A DOVE, AND IT ABODE UPON HIM.

33 AND I KNEW HIM NOT: BUT HE THAT SENT ME TO BAPTIZE WITH WATER,
THE SAME SAID UNTO ME, UPON WHOM THOU SHALT SEE THE SPIRIT
DESCENDING, AND REMAINING ON HIM, THE SAME IS HE WHICH BAPTIZETH
WITH THE HOLY GHOST.

34 AND I SAW, AND BARE RECORD THAT THIS IS THE SON OF GOD.

Certainly after John the Baptist told them that the Messiah was in their midst, they
would have become determined to find Him before they returned home. The Jews longed
for a political Messiah. They thought such a Messiah would help them regarding their
relationship with the Romans. It was strictly hypocrisy on the part of the Jews as they
pretended to be devoted to the Emperor as they later delivered Jesus up to the Romans.
These men therefore left the Baptist under the excitement of this longing, and pursued the
traces of the Messiah. If they could just find Him, they would present Him with a
Messianic program that they had planned.

Of course, we know that it would totally opposite of what the real kingdom of God
here on earth was to be. The hierarchs, accustomed to a life of luxury, must have been
astonished beyond measure, when they discovered Jesus, whom John had described as the
Messiah, having fasted for forty days and, most likely, looking like a hermit. To them it
was obvious that Jesus was hungry. This is why they suggested that he turn stones into
bread if He was really the Son of God. The word “if” was not to make Jesus question His
relationship with God. This had already been confirmed at the baptism. The word “if”
was more of a challenge to get Jesus to prove who He is by using His divine power. To turn
a rock into bread was not what they were really after. To do this would not really be a
temptation for Jesus. There was no way that Jesus would have used miraculous power for
such a simple thing. John the Baptist had said that it was possible for God to cause stones
to raise up children to Abraham.
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MATTHEW 3:9

9 AND THINK NOT TO SAY WITHIN YOURSELVES, WE HAVE ABRAHAM TO
OUR FATHER: FOR 1 SAY UNTO YOU, THAT GOD IS ABLE OF THESE STONES TO
RAISE UP CHILDREN UNTO ABRAHAM.

LUKE 3:8

8 BRING FORTH THEREFORE FRUITS WORTHY OF REPENTANCE, AND BEGIN
NOT TO SAY WITHIN YOURSELVES, WE HAVE ABRAHAM TO OUR FATHER:
FOR I SAY UNTO YOU, THAT GOD IS ABLE OF THESE STONES TO RAISE UP
CHILDREN UNTO ABRAHAM.

But if by chance Jesus did turn rocks into bread, then He would be putty in their hands.
Even though feeding the hungry would be a good thing, His mission was to move only as
the Father directed Him. By yielding at this point, all the lust of the flesh would become
rampant. Through him, they would soon be able to have the desert turned into a blooming
champaign. It would become a Israelitish camp-scene, in which would have flowed a
superabundance of all earthly enjoyments. This is what satan was after—to have the
Messiah change the wilderness into a region of delight and worldly pleasure while
appeasing His own hunger.

World transformation was the mission of Jesus here on earth. So this was a real
temptation. Jesus must have for split second heard the call of all carnal idealizing of
hunger, want, and destitution in the world. His mind and body attempted to overpower
His spirit by coming against His heart. He shuttered as He felt all of the misery of the
world upon Him.

So, He was tempted to create an abundance with the powers of His divine-human life. This
would be in contradiction to the divine order of God. But before this delirious excitement
He veiled His unique divine-human consciousness. He answered it with a divine word--
“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God.” This expression is based on Deuteronomy 8:3 which refers to every creative word
from the mouth of God—every vital operation.

DEUTERONOMY 8:3

3 AND HE HUMBLED THEE, AND SUFFERED THEE TO HUNGER, AND FED THEE
WITH MANNA, WHICH THOU KNEWEST NOT, NEITHER DID THY FATHERS
KNOW; THAT HE MIGHT MAKE THEE KNOW THAT MAN DOTH NOT LIVE BY
BREAD ONLY, BUT BY EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDETH OUT OF THE MOUTH
OF THE LORD DOTH MAN LIVE.

Through this Jesus rejected the assumption that man must live in the splendor of outward
abundance. Jesus asserted to the tempter, the dignity of the personality by which man is
elevated above the requirement of mere animal existence.

Man lives not by bread alone; but the breath of life from the mouth of God give man his
life in the most special sense. By His victory over the first temptation Christ laid the
foundation for the genuine transformation of the world. He set the stage for the
establishment of a real abundance upon earth in the blessing of His Spirit. The two
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miraculous feedings of the people in the wilderness, which He performed at a later period,
would represent, as by a wonderful prelude, this transformation of the earth into the
superabundance of heaven.

Now the second temptation began. Jesus had come to be the High Priest. He had
come to make the eternal sacrifice for mankind. He was definitely here to be over the
church. So, satan led the Lord to Jerusalem, placed Him on a pinnacle, and said to Him,
“If Thou be the Son of God, cast Thyself down; for it is written, He shall give His angels
charge concerning Thee, and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at any time thou
dash thy foot against a stone.”

PSALMS 91:11-12

11 FOR HE SHALL GIVE HIS ANGELS CHARGE OVER THEE, TO KEEP THEE IN
ALL THY WAYS.

12 THEY SHALL BEAR THEE UP IN THEIR HANDS, LEST THOU DASH THY FOOT
AGAINST A STONE.

If Jesus had really in an outward sense stood on a pinnacle of the temple, satan would
hardly have made the proposal to throw Himself down literally. At least this suggestion
would not have been to Him a temptation. The actual temptation came as Jesus was
transported in a figurative sense to the summit of the temple by the ostentatious offers of
the deputies of the Sanhedrim. No doubt the most flattering prospects awaited His
recognition by the Sanhedrim. The most solemn assurances were given that He would be
placed immediately over all religious activities.

As the prophetic and priestly King, perhaps, for a second He saw Himself already
placed on the summit of the temple. Thence He was to make His entry into Jerusalem with
the recognition of the priests to take His position with the religious leaders of that day. But
this mode of manifestation to Israel appeared to Him to be a fatal death-leap. It is true the
plea was urged, that according to the word of God, there could be no danger the Lord’s
Anointed. He would be borne by angels, and glide over all obstructions. But Jesus foiled
the tempter with the words,” Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.”

DEUTERONOMY 6:16
16 YE SHALL NOT TEMPT THE LORD YOUR GOD, AS YE TEMPTED HIM IN
MASSAH.

Jesus used the word of God in its true scope. Thou shalt not attempt to draw God into the
way of thy self-will, thy pride, or thy enthusiasm. He will not allow Himself to be drawn by
thee into a sinful interest; much rather would He let thee fall and drop. If thou will tempt
Him, the attempt will become a dangerous temptation for thyself. This is the meaning of
the command which the Lord held as a shield before His breast, in order to intercept the
second dart of the tempter. He rendered the Old Testament precept more pointed, without
altering the meaning, by substituting the singular “thou” for the plural “ye”. He thus at
the same time brought it home to the tempter, that he tempted God when he tempted Jesus.
It appeared, therefore to the Lord a monstrous, fatal venture to trust Himself to the
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deputies of the Sanhedrim, and to give Himself up to the priesthood of His people. Had this
been possible, only the corpse of the true Messiah would have fallen from the pinnacle of
the temple among the people. The hierarchy would have made of Him a different
character altogether from what He was. The pride of life would have had complete control
of Jesus and of everyone else as well.

Jesus withstood the temptation in the power of His sober-mindedness, and of that
pure fidelity with which He adhered to His Father’s ways. His victory laid the foundation
for enabling the kingly and priestly people of believers to make Him known as the Messiah
to the nation of Israel, and to all the world. In His triumphal entrance into Jerusalem at
the last Passover, He allowed the first bloom of that homage to break for th which
hereafter is to be rendered by the whole world. The deputies from Jerusalem who had
placed the Lord by their theocratic phrases on a pinnacle of the temple now placed Jesus
on a mountain height in the wilderness as they made their last attempt to persuade Him.
Tradition has pointed out the mountain Quarantania, situated in the wilderness near
Jericho, as the mountain of the temptation.

The mountain on which they placed Jesus was a mountain from which they could show
Him all the kingdoms of the world, and their glory; therefore a mountain higher than all
other mountains.

ISAIAH 2:2

2 AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THE LAST DAYS, THAT THE MOUNTAIN OF
THE LORD'S HOUSE SHALL BE ESTABLISHED IN THE TOP OF THE
MOUNTAINS, AND SHALL BE EXALTED ABOVE THE HILLS; AND ALL NATIONS
SHALL FLOW UNTO IT.

The tempter displayed to Jesus the prospect of the theocratic government of the
world. Jesus was urged to approve their hierarchical plan for the conquest of the world.
After all He had come to rule over the world. He was to establish His kingdom on earth.
But to Him this demand appeared as a temptation to fall down before satan and worship
him. And so it was in fact. If the hierarchical or political conqueror of the world avails
himself of evil means for his supposed good ends, he acts in reality as a vassal of the prince
of darkness, and has bowed the knee to him. The demand for an outward bowing of the
knee the crafty enemy would not indeed, in the presence of the Lord, have been very ready
to make. But the prospect he opened had an infinite power of sympathetic influence on the
heart of Jesus. He cast a glance in spirit over his inheritance—the world. Countless hearts
were bleeding, the noblest spirits were waiting for Him, the promise of the Father
guaranteed Him this inheritance. All the motives of compassion, love, and holy zeal seemed
to urge Jesus to hasten to leave no means untried, but at any cost to make Himself
forthwith Master of the world. At such a prospect all His feelings for the world must have
been aroused and inflamed. But the principles on which He was to proceed in immediately
beginning the conquest of the world, were such as He was obliged to reject. The splendor
of the end could in no wise excuse to Him the detestable means of falsehood and
unrighteousness. He could not wish to have the beautiful world at the price of homage to
satan.
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Every representation of the kingdom of God in the world would be founded on
untruthfulness. All would be false appearances and hypocrisy and evil if He gave Himself
to the lust of the eyes. It would lead to a most horrible ruin to the world. It would be a
most destructive procedure. His wrath against the tempter now flamed high. “Get thee
hence, satan, for it is written, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God , and Him only shalt
thou serve.”

Jesus drove the enemy from His presence. By this victory, in which Jesus
renounded all pretensions to the immediate conquest of the world, He has gained the world
in God’s sight. In the depths of His spirit and of His fidelity to God He had already begun
to take possession of His kingdom. Since He has not sought the government of the world by
base expedients, He has been invested with it by the Father. Luke observes, “that the devil
departed from Him for a season.

Jesus all through His life was tempted in a general manner. When Jesus had gained
His great victory, angels came and ministered to Him. By this victory over the kingdom of
darkness, Jesus was authenticated as the Prince of humanity. Humanity appeared in fresh
splendor. As a consequence of His moral elevation and the authentication He had received,
Jesus was now the Prince of pure spirits. In Him humanity was represented as a kingdom
of spirits exalted over the world of angels. Jesus experienced heavenly sounds of
congratulation after the severe conflict. He came into the intimate spiritual intercourse
with angels. With the victory over temptation behind Him, confirmation was given to Jesus
that the only way for the world to be totally delivered was for Him to secure a permanent
victory over Satan. He knew God’s eternal plan of salvation was a must. He also saw that
He would have to go down to hell. He could find the world’s deliverance only in the most
awful world’s judgment, and even in the deepest death of His own life. Without question,
He would have to give His life as had been determined in the God-head counsel before the
creation of the earth.

Also without question, it would have to be at the pre-determined time. The
kingdom of God would have to be established here on earth, but at this time it was to
remain invisible. Therefore, although Jesus had great love toward people and He desired
to save them, He by necessity would have to wait about setting up His visible kingdom. His
Messiah-ship would have to remain hidden for the time being, especially to the Jews since
they were looking for a political kingdom to be established by the Messiah. Jesus had to
minister as Jesus the Man before He could be the revealed as the Messiah. He chose to call
Himself the Son of Man.
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