CHAPTER FORTY-FOUR
PAUL

The first thing to note is that he was converted on the road from Jerusalem to
Damascus after hearing the voice of Jesus. Even after his conversion, he continued to be
called Saul in Acts up until Acts 13:9. According to Galatians 2:1, his conversion
occurred 14 years before the Council in Jerusalem mentioned in Acts 15, which probably
occurred in early 49 AD. You will note that he did not live at the time of the disciples, but some
forty years later. Also, be aware that this is the man who would pen two-thirds of the New
Testament, His writings are referred to as the Pauline Epistles. The order in which they
were written is questionable. To some degree, I will attempt to put at least some of them in
order based on his missionary journeys as I understand them.

In the following verses, he gives a portion of his own autobiography.

ACTS 22:3-30

3 1 AM VERILY A MAN WHICH AM A JEW, BORN IN TARSUS, A CITY IN
CILICIA, YET BROUGHT UP IN THIS CITY AT THE FEET OF GAMALIEL, AND
TAUGHT ACCORDING TO THE PERFECT MANNER OF THE LAW OF THE
FATHERS, AND WAS ZEALOUS TOWARD GOD, AS YE ALL ARE THIS DAY.

4 AND I PERSECUTED THIS WAY UNTO THE DEATH, BINDING AND
DELIVERING INTO PRISONS BOTH MEN AND WOMEN.

5 AS ALSO THE HIGH PRIEST DOTH BEAR ME WITNESS, AND ALL THE ESTATE
OF THE ELDERS: FROM WHOM ALSO I RECEIVED LETTERS UNTO THE
BRETHREN, AND WENT TO DAMASCUS, TO BRING THEM WHICH WERE THERE
BOUND UNTO JERUSALEM, FOR TO BE PUNISHED.

6 AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT, AS I MADE MY JOURNEY, AND WAS COME
NIGH UNTO DAMASCUS ABOUT NOON, SUDDENLY THERE SHONE FROM
HEAVEN A GREAT LIGHT ROUND ABOUT ME.

7 AND I FELL UNTO THE GROUND, AND HEARD A VOICE SAYING UNTO

ME, SAUL, SAUL, WHY PERSECUTEST THOU ME?

8 AND I ANSWERED, WHO ART THOU, LORD? AND HE SAID UNTO ME, I AM
JESUS OF NAZARETH, WHOM THOU PERSECUTEST.

9 AND THEY THAT WERE WITH ME SAW INDEED THE LIGHT, AND WERE
AFRAID; BUT THEY HEARD NOT THE VOICE OF HIM THAT SPAKE TO ME.

10 AND I SAID, WHAT SHALL I DO, LORD? AND THE LORD SAID UNTO

ME, ARISE, AND GO INTO DAMASCUS; AND THERE IT SHALL BE TOLD THEE
OF ALL THINGS WHICH ARE APPOINTED FOR THEE TO DO.

11 AND WHEN I COULD NOT SEE FOR THE GLORY OF THAT LIGHT, BEING
LED BY THE HAND OF THEM THAT WERE WITH ME, I CAME INTO DAMASCUS.
12 AND ONE ANANIAS, A DEVOUT MAN ACCORDING TO THE LAW, HAVING A
GOOD REPORT OF ALL THE JEWS WHICH DWELT THERE,

13 CAME UNTO ME, AND STOOD, AND SAID UNTO ME, BROTHER SAUL,
RECEIVE THY SIGHT. AND THE SAME HOUR I LOOKED UP UPON HIM.
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14 AND HE SAID, THE GOD OF OUR FATHERS HATH CHOSEN THEE, THAT
THOU SHOULDEST KNOW HIS WILL, AND SEE THAT JUST ONE, AND
SHOULDEST HEAR THE VOICE OF HIS MOUTH.

15 FOR THOU SHALT BE HIS WITNESS UNTO ALL MEN OF WHAT THOU HAST
SEEN AND HEARD.

16 AND NOW WHY TARRIEST THOU? ARISE, AND BE BAPTIZED, AND WASH
AWAY THY SINS, CALLING ON THE NAME OF THE LORD.

17 AND IT CAME TO PASS, THAT, WHEN I WAS COME AGAIN TO JERUSALEM,
EVEN WHILE I PRAYED IN THE TEMPLE, I WAS IN A TRANCE;

18 AND SAW HIM SAYING UNTO ME, MAKE HASTE, AND GET THEE QUICKLY
OUT OF JERUSALEM: FOR THEY WILL NOT RECEIVE THY TESTIMONY
CONCERNING ME.

19 AND I SAID, LORD, THEY KNOW THAT I IMPRISONED AND BEAT IN EVERY
SYNAGOGUE THEM THAT BELIEVED ON THEE:

20 AND WHEN THE BLOOD OF THY MARTYR STEPHEN WAS SHED, I ALSO WAS
STANDING BY, AND CONSENTING UNTO HIS DEATH, AND KEPT THE RAIMENT
OF THEM THAT SLEW HIM.

21 AND HE SAID UNTO ME, DEPART: FOR I WILL SEND THEE FAR HENCE
UNTO THE GENTILES.

22 AND THEY GAVE HIM AUDIENCE UNTO THIS WORD, AND THEN LIFTED UP
THEIR VOICES, AND SAID, AWAY WITH SUCH A FELLOW FROM THE EARTH:
FORIT IS NOT FIT THAT HE SHOULD LIVE.

23 AND AS THEY CRIED OUT, AND CAST OFF THEIR CLOTHES, AND THREW
DUST INTO THE AIR,

24 THE CHIEF CAPTAIN COMMANDED HIM TO BE BROUGHT INTO THE
CASTLE, AND BADE THAT HE SHOULD BE EXAMINED BY SCOURGING; THAT
HE MIGHT KNOW WHEREFORE THEY CRIED SO AGAINST HIM.

25 AND AS THEY BOUND HIM WITH THONGS, PAUL SAID UNTO THE
CENTURION THAT STOOD BY, IS IT LAWFUL FOR YOU TO SCOURGE A MAN
THAT IS A ROMAN, AND UNCONDEMNED?

26 WHEN THE CENTURION HEARD THAT, HE WENT AND TOLD THE CHIEF
CAPTAIN, SAYING, TAKE HEED WHAT THOU DOEST: FOR THIS MAN IS A
ROMAN.

27 THEN THE CHIEF CAPTAIN CAME, AND SAID UNTO HIM, TELL ME, ART
THOU A ROMAN? HE SAID, YEA.

28 AND THE CHIEF CAPTAIN ANSWERED, WITH A GREAT SUM OBTAINED I
THIS FREEDOM. AND PAUL SAID, BUT I WAS FREE BORN.

29 THEN STRAIGHTWAY THEY DEPARTED FROM HIM WHICH SHOULD HAVE
EXAMINED HIM: AND THE CHIEF CAPTAIN ALSO WAS AFRAID, AFTER HE
KNEW THAT HE WAS A ROMAN, AND BECAUSE HE HAD BOUND HIM.

30 ON THE MORROW, BECAUSE HE WOULD HAVE KNOWN THE CERTAINTY
WHEREFORE HE WAS ACCUSED OF THE JEWS, HE LOOSED HIM FROM HIS
BANDS, AND COMMANDED THE CHIEF PRIESTS AND ALL THEIR COUNCIL TO
APPEAR, AND BROUGHT PAUL DOWN, AND SET HIM BEFORE THEM.
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Paul was initially rejected by the disciples out of fear, but after Barnabas introduced
him to some of the apostles he was accepted. Galatians clarifies that the only apostles that
Paul met then were actually Peter and James, the brother of Jesus. Paul, along with
Barnabas, had hands laid on them by the brethren of Antioch in order to ordain them as
apostles.

ACTS 13:2

1 NOW THERE WERE IN THE CHURCH THAT WAS AT ANTIOCH CERTAIN
PROPHETS AND TEACHERS; AS BARNABAS, AND SIMEON THAT WAS CALLED
NIGER, AND LUCIUS OF CYRENE, AND MANAEN, WHICH HAD BEEN BROUGHT
UP WITH HEROD THE TETRARCH, AND SAUL.

2 AS THEY MINISTERED TO THE LORD, AND FASTED, THE HOLY GHOST SAID,
SEPARATE ME BARNABAS AND SAUL FOR THE WORK WHEREUNTO I HAVE
CALLED THEM.

3 AND WHEN THEY HAD FASTED AND PRAYED, AND LAID THEIR HANDS ON
THEM, THEY SENT THEM AWAY.

Paul and Barnabas went to Jerusalem with an offering for the people who had been
affected by a famine there. After that they returned to Antioch taking John Mark with
them. Then the three of them set out on their first missionary journey. Their trip included
Cyprus. It was there that the men met with the ruler and a sorcerer who Paul rebuked
bringing blindness upon the man. This caused the ruler to become a believer.

At their next stop, Mark returned to Jerusalem. This did not hinder Paul and
Barnabas. They made their way to another city named Antioch. There, their preaching
was so well received that the Jewish leader tried to stop them from preaching. So, Paul
and Barnabas started ministering to the Gentiles. This caused them to become involved in
a sharp dispute with some Jews from Judea who said that believers must be circumcised to
be saved. As a result, the church sent Paul and Barnabas to a council. Peter and John
confirmed that they should not put a heavy yoke on the Gentiles.

From this point, their journey took them to Iconium. Paul continued to minister to
the Gentiles in this city. Paul let it be known that he was concerned with the controversy
surrounding Gentile Christians and the Mosaic Law during the Apostolic Age. He
declared that the Gentiles do not need to adhere to the Law that God gave Moses. In
particular, circumcision was no longer a necessity in light of the work of Jesus who had
fulfilled the Law. An attempt was made to stone the two men.

Paul and Barnabas moved on to Lystra. Here, a man was healed who had been
crippled from birth. This miracle was enough to make the people think that the two men
were gods. Then some of the Jews from Antioch and Iconium came and stirred up a mob.
A stoning was carried out and Paul was left for dead. He soon recovered and continued on
to Derbe. After making many disciples at Derbe, Paul and Barabas returned to Lystra,
Iconium and Antioch, encouraging the churches they had started and appointing elders
over them.
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Some believe that it was while in these cities that Paul wrote Galatians. Others
place the writing of this book during Paul’s second missionary journey. Obviously, we do
not know which is correct. This quite possibly could have been Paul’s first letter. Paul
writes this book to deal with the problem of circumcision and Jewish legalism toward
Gentile believers.

In Galatians, chapters 1-2, Paul’s gives his testimony about how he had received the
authentic Gospel message. He warns that if anyone presents another Gospel message other
than the one he was preaching, that person is a false teacher. Paul then declares that
Christ now lives within him, and directs, and empowers him to live as Christ’s ambassador
and instrument.

GALATIANS 2:1-10

1 THEN FOURTEEN YEARS AFTER I WENT UP AGAIN TO JERUSALEM WITH
BARNABAS, AND TOOK TITUS WITH ME ALSO.

2 AND I WENT UP BY REVELATION, AND COMMUNICATED UNTO THEM THAT
GOSPEL WHICH I PREACH AMONG THE GENTILES, BUT PRIVATELY TO THEM
WHICH WERE OF REPUTATION, LEST BY ANY MEANS I SHOULD RUN, OR HAD
RUN, IN VAIN.

3 BUT NEITHER TITUS, WHO WAS WITH ME, BEING A GREEK, WAS
COMPELLED TO BE CIRCUMCISED:

4 AND THAT BECAUSE OF FALSE BRETHREN UNAWARES BROUGHT IN, WHO
CAME IN PRIVILY TO SPY OUT OUR LIBERTY WHICH WE HAVE IN CHRIST
JESUS, THAT THEY MIGHT BRING US INTO BONDAGE:

5 TO WHOM WE GAVE PLACE BY SUBJECTION, NO, NOT FOR AN HOUR; THAT
THE TRUTH OF THE GOSPEL MIGHT CONTINUE WITH YOU.

6 BUT OF THESE WHO SEEMED TO BE SOMEWHAT, (WHATSOEVER THEY
WERE, IT MAKETH NO MATTER TO ME: GOD ACCEPTETH NO MAN'S PERSON:)
FOR THEY WHO SEEMED TO BE SOMEWHAT IN CONFERENCE ADDED
NOTHING TO ME:

7 BUT CONTRARIWISE, WHEN THEY SAW THAT THE GOSPEL OF THE
UNCIRCUMCISION WAS COMMITTED UNTO ME, AS THE GOSPEL OF THE
CIRCUMCISION WAS UNTO PETER;

8 (FOR HE THAT WROUGHT EFFECTUALLY IN PETER TO THE APOSTLESHIP
OF THE CIRCUMCISION, THE SAME

WAS MIGHTY IN ME TOWARD THE GENTILES:)

9 AND WHEN JAMES, CEPHAS, AND JOHN, WHO SEEMED TO BE PILLARS, PERCEIVED THE
GRACE

THAT WAS GIVEN UNTO ME, THEY GAVE TO ME AND BARNABAS THE RIGHT HANDS OF
FELLOWSHIP; THAT WE

SHOULD GO UNTO THE HEATHEN, AND THEY UNTO THE CIRCUMCISION.

10 ONLY THEY WOULD THAT WE SHOULD REMEMBER THE POOR; THE SAME WHICH I
ALSO WAS FORWARD

TO DO.
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In chapters 3-5:12 of Galatians, Paul begins by declaring that salvation is through
faith and trust in Jesus Christ “Alone”, and cannot be obtained through the keeping of the
Law. The Ten Commandments were our tutor to lead us to salvation in Jesus Christ. No
one can fully obey the 10 Commandments. It is impossible. Every person has broken them;
therefore, we can only attain salvation through trusting in our Savior Christ Jesus.

GALATIANS 3:1-3, 23 AND 29

1 O FOOLISH GALATIANS, WHO HATH BEWITCHED YOU, THAT YE SHOULD
NOT OBEY THE TRUTH, BEFORE WHOSE EYES JESUS CHRIST HATH BEEN
EVIDENTLY SET FORTH, CRUCIFIED AMONG YOU?

2 THIS ONLY WOULD I LEARN OF YOU, RECEIVED YE THE SPIRIT BY THE
WORKS OF THE LAW, OR BY THE HEARING OF FAITH?

3 ARE YE SO FOOLISH? HAVING BEGUN IN THE SPIRIT, ARE YE NOW MADE
PERFECT BY THE FLESH?

23 BUT BEFORE FAITH CAME, WE WERE KEPT UNDER THE LAW, SHUT UP
UNTO THE FAITH WHICH SHOULD AFTERWARDS BE REVEALED.

29 AND IF YE BE CHRIST'S, THEN ARE YE ABRAHAM'S SEED, AND HEIRS
ACCORDING TO THE PROMISE.

GALATIANS 4:29
29 BUT AS THEN HE THAT WAS BORN AFTER THE FLESH PERSECUTED HIM THAT
WAS BORN AFTER THE SPIRIT, EVEN SO IT IS NOW.

In chapters 5:13-6, Paul teaches about the Fruits of the Spirit. He tells us if we have
them, we will not carry out the desire of the flesh. Good works does not save, but a
Christian must have the desire to produce good fruit, obey God’s Law and live a holy and
righteous life in the eyes of God. Christians should live this redeemed life.

GALATIANS 5:16-18

16 THISISAY THEN, WALK IN THE SPIRIT, AND YE SHALL NOT FULFIL THE
LUST OF THE FLESH.

17 FOR THE FLESH LUSTETH AGAINST THE SPIRIT, AND THE SPIRIT AGAINST
THE FLESH: AND THESE ARE CONTRARY THE ONE TO THE OTHER: SO THAT
YE CANNOT DO THE THINGS THAT YE WOULD.

18 BUT IF YE BE LED OF THE SPIRIT, YE ARE NOT UNDER THE LAW.

GALATIANS 6:16
16 AND AS MANY AS WALK ACCORDING TO THIS RULE, PEACE BE ON THEM, AND
MERCY, AND UPON THE ISRAEL OF GOD.

They returned to Syria, arriving back in Antioch, the place from which they had

originated. Their journey had lasted about two years. They gave account of all their
experiences, causing great joy among the disciples there.
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When the Word of God is preached, the enemy does not like it. In about 50 A.D. a
group of Jewish believers from Antioch went to Jerusalem, the headquarters for the
church, to demand that non-Jewish believers had to be circumcised and keep the Law of
Moses. Paul, Barnabas, plus a few others also went to Jerusalem to resolve this matter.
ACTS 15:7-12
7AND WHEN THERE HAD BEEN MUCH DISPUTING, PETER ROSE UP, AND SAID
UNTO THEM, MEN AND BRETHREN, YE KNOW HOW THAT A GOOD WHILE
AGO GOD MADE CHOICE AMONG US, THAT THE GENTILES BY MY MOUTH
SHOULD HEAR THE WORD OF THE GOSPEL, AND BELIEVE.
8AND GOD, WHICH KNOWETH THE HEARTS, BARE THEM WITNESS, GIVING
THEM THE HOLY GHOST, EVEN AS HE DID UNTO US;
9AND PUT NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN US AND THEM, PURIFYING THEIR
HEARTS BY FAITH.
10NOW THEREFORE WHY TEMPT YE GOD, TO PUT A YOKE UPON THE NECK
OF THE DISCIPLES, WHICH NEITHER OUR FATHERS NOR WE WERE ABLE TO
BEAR?
11BUT WE BELIEVE THAT THROUGH THE GRACE OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST
WE SHALL BE SAVED, EVEN AS THEY.

12 THEN ALL THE MULTITUDE KEPT SILENCE, AND GAVE AUDIENCE TO
BARNABAS AND PAUL, DECLARING WHAT MIRACLES AND WONDERS GOD
HAD WROUGHT AMONG THE GENTILES BY THEM.

A decision was reached by the church leaders in what has been called the Jerusalem
Council Meeting. Their decision is shown in the following verse.

ACTS 15:20

20 BUT THAT WE WRITE UNTO THEM, THAT THEY ABSTAIN FROM
POLLUTIONS OF IDOLS, AND FROM FORNICATION, AND FROM THINGS
STRANGLED, AND FROM BLOOD.

Soon after the Jerusalem Council, Paul embarked on his second missionary journey.

ACTS15:35-36

35 PAUL ALSO AND BARNABAS CONTINUED IN ANTIOCH, TEACHING AND
PREACHING THE WORD OF THE LORD, WITH MANY OTHERS ALSO.

36 AND SOME DAYS AFTER PAUL SAID UNTO BARNABAS, LET US GO AGAIN
AND VISIT OUR BRETHREN IN EVERY CITY WHERE WE HAVE PREACHED THE
WORD OF THE LORD, AND SEE HOW THEY DO.

However, there was a disagreement between the two when Barnabas decided he wanted to
take Mark, because Mark, his cousin, had returned home before completing the first
journey. Paul disagreed, so he teamed up with Silas instead.

ACTS 15:40-41

40 AND PAUL CHOSE SILAS, AND DEPARTED, BEING RECOMMENDED BY THE
BRETHREN UNTO THE GRACE OF GOD.

559



41 AND HE WENT THROUGH SYRIA AND CILICIA, CONFIRMING THE
CHURCHES.

Paul’s hometown of Tarsus was in Cilicia. Perhaps after some time there, he
continued on toward Galatia. Along the way, he revisited the churches at Derbe, Lystra
and Iconium. At Lystra, the group was joined by Timothy. Timothy had good news for
Paul: the church which had been founded in the city of Thessalonica was growing. The
members were loving one another. They were standing firm in their beliefs. They were
holding up under persecution for their faith. The gospel was sounding forth from their city.
Paul is overjoyed to hear this, and writes them a letter to encourage and instruct them. He
wrote this letter while staying for approximately 1’ years at Corinth.

Paul opens his letter commending the Thessalonians for their “work of faith,” “labor
of love,” and “steadfastness of hope”—themes that echo throughout his letter. Paul writes
to remind, encourage, and instruct them concerning a few areas of interest. Paul had sent
Timothy to them. The Jews in Thessalonica had opposed Christianity since it came to the
city, and the church there had come under persecution from their own countrymen. But
despite the present suffering, the Thessalonians stood firm in their convictions. Paul
commends them: they are following the examples of Paul, the church elders in Judea, and
even the Lord Jesus Christ Himself. Paul expresses his affection for them. Paul
communicates his pride in the Thessalonians, even calling them his glory, hope, joy, and
crown. He was both mother and father to this church, and he loves them dearly.

Paul wanted them to continue to grow as a church. The church was setting a fine
example, and Paul challenges them to do more and more. He reminds them of the hope of
Christ’s return and lists ways to act until He does. Paul also points to the return of Jesus
throughout the letter. He recalls the Thessalonians turning to Jesus and waiting for His
return. He prayed that their hearts would be established at the coming of Jesus. Paul
desired them to be prepared for the day of the Lord.

1 Thessalonians has several key verses. A few are listed here from the King James
Version of the Bible.

1 THESSALONIANS 1:2, 5
2 WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD ALWAYS FOR YOU ALL, MAKING MENTION OF
YOU IN OUR PRAYERS;

5 FOR OUR GOSPEL CAME NOT UNTO YOU IN WORD ONLY, BUT ALSO IN
POWER, AND IN THE HOLY GHOST, AND IN MUCH ASSURANCE; AS YE KNOW
WHAT MANNER OF MEN WE WERE AMONG YOU FOR YOUR SAKE.

1 THESSALONIANS 2:6, 11-12
6 NOR OF MEN SOUGHT WE GLORY, NEITHER OF YOU, NOR YET OF OTHERS,
WHEN WE MIGHT HAVE BEEN BURDENSOME, AS THE APOSTLES OF CHRIST.

11 BUT WE WERE GENTLE AMONG YOU, EVEN AS A NURSE CHERISHETH HER
CHILDREN:
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12 THAT YE WOULD WALK WORTHY OF GOD, WHO HATH CALLED YOU UNTO
HIS KINGDOM AND GLORY.

1 THESSALONIANS 3:12

12 TO THE END HE MAY STABLISH YOUR HEARTS UNBLAMEABLE IN
HOLINESS BEFORE GOD, EVEN OUR FATHER, AT THE COMING OF OUR LORD
JESUS CHRIST WITH ALL HIS SAINTS.

1THESSALONIANS 4:3, 11-18
3 FOR THIS IS THE WILL OF GOD, EVEN YOUR SANCTIFICATION, THAT YE
SHOULD ABSTAIN FROM FORNICATION:

11 AND THAT YE STUDY TO BE QUIET, AND TO DO YOUR OWN BUSINESS, AND
TO WORK WITH YOUR OWN HANDS, AS WE COMMANDED YOU;

12 THAT YE MAY WALK HONESTLY TOWARD THEM THAT ARE WITHOUT,
AND THAT YE MAY HAVE LACK OF NOTHING.

13 BUT I WOULD NOT HAVE YOU TO BE IGNORANT, BRETHREN, CONCERNING
THEM WHICH ARE ASLEEP, THAT YE SORROW NOT, EVEN AS OTHERS WHICH
HAVE NO HOPE.

14 FOR IF WE BELIEVE THAT JESUS DIED AND ROSE AGAIN, EVEN SO THEM
ALSO WHICH SLEEP IN JESUS WILL GOD BRING WITH HIM.

15 FOR THIS WE SAY UNTO YOU BY THE WORD OF THE LORD, THAT WE
WHICH ARE ALIVE AND REMAIN UNTO THE COMING OF THE LORD SHALL
NOT PREVENT THEM WHICH ARE ASLEEP.

16 FOR THE LORD HIMSELF SHALL DESCEND FROM HEAVEN WITH A SHOUT,
WITH THE VOICE OF THE ARCHANGEL, AND WITH THE TRUMP OF GOD: AND
THE DEAD IN CHRIST SHALL RISE FIRST:

17 THEN WE WHICH ARE ALIVE AND REMAIN SHALL BE CAUGHT UP
TOGETHER WITH THEM IN THE CLOUDS, TO MEET THE LORD IN THE AIR:
AND SO SHALL WE EVER BE WITH THE LORD.

18 WHEREFORE COMFORT ONE ANOTHER WITH THESE WORDS.

1 THESSALONIANS 5:2-6, 9

2 FOR YOURSELVES KNOW PERFECTLY THAT THE DAY OF THE LORD SO
COMETH AS A THIEF IN THE NIGHT.

3 FOR WHEN THEY SHALL SAY, PEACE AND SAFETY; THEN SUDDEN
DESTRUCTION COMETH UPON THEM, AS TRAVAIL UPON A WOMAN WITH
CHILD; AND THEY SHALL NOT ESCAPE.

4 BUT YE, BRETHREN, ARE NOT IN DARKNESS, THAT THAT DAY SHOULD
OVERTAKE YOU AS A THIEF.

S YE ARE ALL THE CHILDREN OF LIGHT, AND THE CHILDREN OF THE DAY:
WE ARE NOT OF THE NIGHT, NOR OF DARKNESS.

6 THEREFORE LET US NOT SLEEP, AS DO OTHERS; BUT LET US WATCH AND
BE SOBER.

9 FOR GOD HATH NOT APPOINTED US TO WRATH, BUT TO OBTAIN
SALVATION BY OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,
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1 THESSALONIANS 5:17-19

17 PRAY WITHOUT CEASING.

18 IN EVERY THING GIVE THANKS: FOR THIS IS THE WILL OF GOD IN CHRIST
JESUS CONCERNING YOU.

19 QUENCH NOT THE SPIRIT.

While still at Corinth, several months later, Paul wrote a second letter to the
Thessalonians. The key personalities in this book are still the Apostle Paul, Silas, and
Timothy. Paul wrote this letter to reemphasize the coming return of Jesus Christ. Some of
the people in Thessalonica had thought that Jesus had already returned, this letter was
written to correct any misunderstandings.

2 THESSALONIANS 1:4

4 SO THAT WE OURSELVES GLORY IN YOU IN THE CHURCHES OF GOD FOR
YOUR PATIENCE AND FAITH IN ALL YOUR PERSECUTIONS AND
TRIBULATIONS THAT YE ENDURE:

2 THESSALONIANS 1:8-9

8 IN FLAMING FIRE TAKING VENGEANCE ON THEM THAT KNOW NOT GOD,
AND THAT OBEY NOT THE GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST:

9 WHO SHALL BE PUNISHED WITH EVERLASTING DESTRUCTION FROM THE
PRESENCE OF THE LORD, AND FROM THE GLORY OF HIS POWER;

In chapters 2-3, speaking of the return of Jesus Christ, Paul was sure to include the
signs and setting that the antichrist had to arrive. For that to occur, we, the church must
be removed from restraining him. At the rapture, all the believers are caught up
(raptured) in the clouds with the Lord Jesus. Paul pushes them to pray and serve until this
all transpires.

2 THESSALONIANS 3:5
S AND THE LORD DIRECT YOUR HEARTS INTO THE LOVE OF GOD, AND INTO
THE PATIENT WAITING FOR CHRIST.

After visiting Galatia, the three of them arrived at Troas. While there, Luke joined
Paul, Silas and Timothy.

ACTS 16:9-40

9 AND A VISION APPEARED TO PAUL IN THE NIGHT; THERE STOOD A MAN OF
MACEDONIA, AND PRAYED HIM, SAYING, COME OVER INTO MACEDONIA,
AND HELP US.

10 AND AFTER HE HAD SEEN THE VISION, IMMEDIATELY WE ENDEAVOURED
TO GO INTO MACEDONIA, ASSUREDLY GATHERING THAT THE LORD HAD
CALLED US FOR TO PREACH THE GOSPEL UNTO THEM.
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11 THEREFORE LOOSING FROM TROAS, WE CAME WITH A STRAIGHT
COURSE TO SAMOTHRACIA, AND THE NEXT DAY TO NEAPOLIS;

12 AND FROM THENCE TO PHILIPPI, WHICH IS THE CHIEF CITY OF THAT
PART OF MACEDONIA, AND A COLONY: AND WE WERE IN THAT CITY
ABIDING CERTAIN DAYS.

13 AND ON THE SABBATH WE WENT OUT OF THE CITY BY A RIVER SIDE,
WHERE PRAYER WAS WONT TO BE MADE; AND WE SAT DOWN, AND SPAKE
UNTO THE WOMEN WHICH RESORTED THITHER.

14 AND A CERTAIN WOMAN NAMED LYDIA, A SELLER OF PURPLE, OF THE
CITY OF THYATIRA, WHICH WORSHIPPED GOD, HEARD US: WHOSE HEART
THE LORD OPENED, THAT SHE ATTENDED UNTO THE THINGS WHICH WERE
SPOKEN OF PAUL.

15 AND WHEN SHE WAS BAPTIZED, AND HER HOUSEHOLD, SHE BESOUGHT
US, SAYING, IF YE HAVE JUDGED ME TO BE FAITHFUL TO THE LORD, COME
INTO MY HOUSE, AND ABIDE THERE. AND SHE CONSTRAINED US.

16 AND IT CAME TO PASS, AS WE WENT TO PRAYER, A CERTAIN DAMSEL
POSSESSED WITH A SPIRIT OF DIVINATION MET US, WHICH BROUGHT HER
MASTERS MUCH GAIN BY SOOTHSAYING:

17 THE SAME FOLLOWED PAUL AND US, AND CRIED, SAYING, THESE MEN
ARE THE SERVANTS OF THE MOST HIGH GOD, WHICH SHEW UNTO US THE
WAY OF SALVATION.

18 AND THIS DID SHE MANY DAYS. BUT PAUL, BEING GRIEVED, TURNED AND
SAID TO THE SPIRIT, I COMMAND THEE IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST TO
COME OUT OF HER. AND HE CAME OUT THE SAME HOUR.

19 AND WHEN HER MASTERS SAW THAT THE HOPE OF THEIR GAINS WAS
GONE, THEY CAUGHT PAUL AND SILAS, AND DREW THEM INTO THE
MARKETPLACE UNTO THE RULERS,

20 AND BROUGHT THEM TO THE MAGISTRATES, SAYING, THESE MEN, BEING
JEWS, DO EXCEEDINGLY TROUBLE OUR CITY,

21 AND TEACH CUSTOMS, WHICH ARE NOT LAWFUL FOR US TO RECEIVE,
NEITHER TO OBSERVE, BEING ROMANS.

22 AND THE MULTITUDE ROSE UP TOGETHER AGAINST THEM: AND THE
MAGISTRATES RENT OFF THEIR CLOTHES, AND COMMANDED TO BEAT
THEM.

23 AND WHEN THEY HAD LAID MANY STRIPES UPON THEM, THEY CAST
THEM INTO PRISON, CHARGING THE JAILOR TO KEEP THEM SAFELY:

24 WHO, HAVING RECEIVED SUCH A CHARGE, THRUST THEM INTO THE
INNER PRISON, AND MADE THEIR FEET FAST IN THE STOCKS.

25 AND AT MIDNIGHT PAUL AND SILAS PRAYED, AND SANG PRAISES UNTO
GOD: AND THE PRISONERS HEARD THEM.

26 AND SUDDENLY THERE WAS A GREAT EARTHQUAKE, SO THAT THE
FOUNDATIONS OF THE PRISON WERE SHAKEN: AND IMMEDIATELY ALL THE
DOORS WERE OPENED, AND EVERY ONE'S BANDS WERE LOOSED.

27 AND THE KEEPER OF THE PRISON AWAKING OUT OF HIS SLEEP, AND
SEEING THE PRISON DOORS OPEN, HE DREW OUT HIS SWORD, AND WOULD
HAVE KILLED HIMSELF, SUPPOSING THAT THE PRISONERS HAD BEEN FLED.
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28 BUT PAUL CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING, DO THYSELF NO HARM:
FOR WE ARE ALL HERE.

29 THEN HE CALLED FOR A LIGHT, AND SPRANG IN, AND CAME TREMBLING,
AND FELL DOWN BEFORE PAUL AND SILAS,

30 AND BROUGHT THEM OUT, AND SAID, SIRS, WHAT MUST I DO TO BE
SAVED?

31 AND THEY SAID, BELIEVE ON THE LORD JESUS CHRIST, AND THOU SHALT
BE SAVED, AND THY HOUSE.

32 AND THEY SPAKE UNTO HIM THE WORD OF THE LORD, AND TO ALL THAT
WERE IN HIS HOUSE.

33 AND HE TOOK THEM THE SAME HOUR OF THE NIGHT, AND WASHED
THEIR STRIPES; AND WAS BAPTIZED, HE AND ALL HIS, STRAIGHTWAY.

34 AND WHEN HE HAD BROUGHT THEM INTO HIS HOUSE, HE SET MEAT
BEFORE THEM, AND REJOICED, BELIEVING IN GOD WITH ALL HIS HOUSE.

35 AND WHEN IT WAS DAY, THE MAGISTRATES SENT THE SERJEANTS,
SAYING, LET THOSE MEN GO.

36 AND THE KEEPER OF THE PRISON TOLD THIS SAYING TO PAUL, THE
MAGISTRATES HAVE SENT TO LET YOU GO: NOW THEREFORE DEPART, AND
GO IN PEACE.

37 BUT PAUL SAID UNTO THEM, THEY HAVE BEATEN US OPENLY
UNCONDEMNED, BEING ROMANS, AND HAVE CAST US INTO PRISON; AND
NOW DO THEY THRUST US OUT PRIVILY? NAY VERILY; BUT LET THEM COME
THEMSELVES AND FETCH US OUT.

38 AND THE SERJEANTS TOLD THESE WORDS UNTO THE MAGISTRATES: AND
THEY FEARED, WHEN THEY HEARD THAT THEY WERE ROMANS.

39 AND THEY CAME AND BESOUGHT THEM, AND BROUGHT THEM OUT, AND
DESIRED THEM TO DEPART OUT OF THE CITY.

40 AND THEY WENT OUT OF THE PRISON, AND ENTERED INTO THE HOUSE OF
LYDIA: AND WHEN THEY HAD SEEN THE BRETHREN, THEY COMFORTED
THEM, AND DEPARTED.

From there, Paul traveled to Thessalonica. There, both Jews and Gentiles accepted
the Lord. Jewish leaders, however, opposed Paul forcing him to move westward to Berea.
He ministered here and then proceeded on to Athens. Encountering opposition from the
Jewish leaders, Paul continued west to Berea, where he ministered for a time before
traveling south to Achaia which includes both Athens and Corinth. His first stop was in
Athens where only a few people believed the message. Then the journey took Paul on to
Corinth. Corinth was the political and commercial center of Achaia. It was also famous for
a huge temple dedicated to the goddess of love. Paul met with great success there, even
being able to convert Crispus, a leader in the Jewish community, together with his
household.

ACTS 18:11

8AND CRISPUS, THE CHIEF RULER OF THE SYNAGOGUE, BELIEVED ON THE
LORD WITH ALL HIS HOUSE; AND MANY OF THE CORINTHIANS HEARING
BELIEVED, AND WERE BAPTIZED.
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From Corinth, Paul boarded a ship and sailed to Caesarea on the Mediterranean coast of
Palestine, then continued overland to Jerusalem so he could attend a festival. After the
festival, he returned to Syrian Antioch, arriving in about 52 A.D. He had traveled over
three thousand miles, an incredibly large distance in those days.

After only a short stay in Antioch, Paul departed on his third missionary journey,
which began about 53 A.D. Paul traveled again to the region of Galatia and Phrygia. He
revisited the churches he had established on his previous trips. Ephesus was his next
destination. He lived in Ephesus about three years. The following verses declare the
message that Paul delivered to the Ephesians.

ACTS 19:2-20

2HE SAID UNTO THEM, HAVE YE RECEIVED THE HOLY GHOST SINCE YE
BELIEVED? AND THEY SAID UNTO HIM, WE HAVE NOT SO MUCH AS HEARD
WHETHER THERE BE ANY HOLY GHOST.

3AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, UNTO WHAT THEN WERE YE BAPTIZED? AND
THEY SAID, UNTO JOHN'S BAPTISM.

4THEN SAID PAUL, JOHN VERILY BAPTIZED WITH THE BAPTISM OF
REPENTANCE, SAYING UNTO THE PEOPLE, THAT THEY SHOULD BELIEVE ON
HIM WHICH SHOULD COME AFTER HIM, THAT IS, ON CHRIST JESUS.

SWHEN THEY HEARD THIS, THEY WERE BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF THE
LORD JESUS.

6AND WHEN PAUL HAD LAID HIS HANDS UPON THEM, THE HOLY GHOST
CAME ON THEM; AND THEY SPAKE WITH TONGUES, AND PROPHESIED.

7AND ALL THE MEN WERE ABOUT TWELVE.

S8AND HE WENT INTO THE SYNAGOGUE, AND SPAKE BOLDLY FOR THE SPACE
OF THREE MONTHS, DISPUTING AND PERSUADING THE THINGS CONCERNING
THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

9BUT WHEN DIVERS WERE HARDENED, AND BELIEVED NOT, BUT SPAKE EVIL
OF THAT WAY BEFORE THE MULTITUDE, HE DEPARTED FROM THEM, AND
SEPARATED THE DISCIPLES, DISPUTING DAILY IN THE SCHOOL OF ONE
TYRANNUS.

10AND THIS CONTINUED BY THE SPACE OF TWO YEARS; SO THAT ALL THEY
WHICH DWELT IN ASIA HEARD THE WORD OF THE LORD JESUS, BOTH JEWS
AND GREEKS.

11AND GOD WROUGHT SPECIAL MIRACLES BY THE HANDS OF PAUL:

12 SO THAT FROM HIS BODY WERE BROUGHT UNTO THE SICK
HANDKERCHIEFS OR APRONS, AND THE DISEASES DEPARTED FROM THEM,
AND THE EVIL SPIRITS WENT OUT OF THEM.

13 THEN CERTAIN OF THE VAGABOND JEWS, EXORCISTS, TOOK UPON THEM
TO CALL OVER THEM WHICH HAD EVIL SPIRITS THE NAME OF THE LORD
JESUS, SAYING, WE ADJURE YOU BY JESUS WHOM PAUL PREACHETH.

14 AND THERE WERE SEVEN SONS OF ONE SCEVA, A JEW, AND CHIEF OF THE
PRIESTS, WHICH DID SO.

15 AND THE EVIL SPIRIT ANSWERED AND SAID, JESUS I KNOW, AND PAUL I
KNOW; BUT WHO ARE YE?
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16 AND THE MAN IN WHOM THE EVIL SPIRIT WAS LEAPED ON THEM, AND
OVERCAME THEM, AND PREVAILED AGAINST THEM, SO THAT THEY FLED
OUT OF THAT HOUSE NAKED AND WOUNDED.

17 AND THIS WAS KNOWN TO ALL THE JEWS AND GREEKS ALSO DWELLING
AT EPHESUS; AND FEAR FELL ON THEM ALL, AND THE NAME OF THE LORD
JESUS WAS MAGNIFIED.

18 AND MANY THAT BELIEVED CAME, AND CONFESSED, AND SHEWED THEIR
DEEDS.

19 MANY OF THEM ALSO WHICH USED CURIOUS ARTS BROUGHT THEIR
BOOKS TOGETHER, AND BURNED THEM BEFORE ALL MEN: AND THEY
COUNTED THE PRICE OF THEM, AND FOUND IT FIFTY THOUSAND PIECES OF
SILVER.

20 SO MIGHTILY GREW THE WORD OF GOD AND PREVAILED.

While ministering in Ephesus, Paul became aware that the church in Corinth was in
trouble. They were divided. They were immature. They were abusing the sacraments,
spiritual gifts, and each other. The Apostle had founded this church earlier, and when he
hears of the young church’s struggles, he writes them a letter. And it’s a bold
one. He tackles the issues the church faces, reprimands them for their shortcomings, and
encourages them in love.

First Corinthians is not a step-by-step guide to solving church problems, however.
Instead of telling the church precisely what to do, Paul proposes a new perspective: put
God’s glory first. It’s the key to overcoming these struggles.

1 CORINTHIANS 1:12-13

12 NOW THIS I SAY, THAT EVERY ONE OF YOU SAITH, I AM OF PAUL; AND I OF
APOLLOS; AND I OF CEPHAS; AND I OF CHRIST.

13 IS CHRIST DIVIDED? WAS PAUL CRUCIFIED FOR YOU? OR WERE YE
BAPTIZED IN THE NAME OF PAUL?

1 CORINTHIANS 3:3 and 5-7
3 FOR YE ARE YET CARNAL: FOR WHEREAS THERE IS AMONG YOU ENVYING,
AND STRIFE, AND DIVISIONS, ARE YE NOT CARNAL, AND WALK AS MEN?

S WHO THEN IS PAUL, AND WHO IS APOLLOS, BUT MINISTERS BY WHOM YE
BELIEVED, EVEN AS THE LORD GAVE TO EVERY MAN?

6 1 HAVE PLANTED, APOLLOS WATERED; BUT GOD GAVE THE INCREASE.

7 SO THEN NEITHER IS HE THAT PLANTETH ANY THING, NEITHER HE THAT
WATERETH; BUT GOD THAT GIVETH THE INCREASE.

1 CORINTHIANS 5:1

1 IT IS REPORTED COMMONLY THAT THERE IS FORNICATION AMONG YOU,
AND SUCH FORNICATION AS IS NOT SO MUCH AS NAMED AMONG THE
GENTILES, THAT ONE SHOULD HAVE HIS FATHER'S WIFE.
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1 CORINTHIANS 6:5-7

S ISPEAK TO YOUR SHAME. IS IT SO, THAT THERE IS NOT A WISE MAN
AMONG YOU? NO, NOT ONE THAT SHALL BE ABLE TO JUDGE BETWEEN HIS
BRETHREN?

6 BUT BROTHER GOETH TO LAW WITH BROTHER, AND THAT BEFORE THE
UNBELIEVERS.

7 NOW THEREFORE THERE IS UTTERLY A FAULT AMONG YOU, BECAUSE YE
GO TO LAW ONE WITH ANOTHER. WHY DO YE NOT RATHER TAKE WRONG?
WHY DO YE NOT RATHER SUFFER YOURSELVES TO BE DEFRAUDED?

1 CORINTHIANS 6:16-20

16 WHAT? KNOW YE NOT THAT HE WHICH IS JOINED TO AN HARLOT IS ONE
BODY? FOR TWO, SAITH HE, SHALL BE ONE FLESH.

17 BUT HE THAT IS JOINED UNTO THE LORD IS ONE SPIRIT.

18 FLEE FORNICATION. EVERY SIN THAT A MAN DOETH IS WITHOUT THE
BODY; BUT HE THAT COMMITTETH FORNICATION SINNETH AGAINST HIS
OWN BODY.

19 WHAT? KNOW YE NOT THAT YOUR BODY IS THE TEMPLE OF THE HOLY
GHOST WHICH IS IN YOU, WHICH YE HAVE OF GOD, AND YE ARE NOT YOUR
OWN?

20 FOR YE ARE BOUGHT WITH A PRICE: THEREFORE GLORIFY GOD IN YOUR
BODY, AND IN YOUR SPIRIT, WHICH ARE GOD'S.

The Corinthians had written Paul with questions about what they were at liberty to
do in marriage, divorce, eating and drinking, and the like. Paul gives detailed responses on
each topic, but sums up the Christian philosophy: “whether you eat or drink, or whatever
you do, do all to the glory of God.”

After Ephesus, Paul continued westward into Macedonia. It was from Macedonia
that Paul wrote his second letter to the Corinthians. Paul wrote this letter to the church in
Corinth to defend and protect his Apostleship, and to teach and warn against false teachers
who were spreading heresy.

In chapters 1-7, Paul describes the characteristics of an Apostle in his second letter
to the Corinthians.

2 CORINTHIANS 4:5
S FOR WE PREACH NOT OURSELVES, BUT CHRIST JESUS THE LORD; AND
OURSELVES YOUR SERVANTS FOR JESUS' SAKE.

Paul then explains that Christians will suffer.
2 CORINTHIANS 4:8-11
8 WE ARE TROUBLED ON EVERY SIDE, YET NOT DISTRESSED; WE ARE

PERPLEXED, BUT NOT IN DESPAIR;
9 PERSECUTED, BUT NOT FORSAKEN; CAST DOWN, BUT NOT DESTROYED;
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10 ALWAYS BEARING ABOUT IN THE BODY THE DYING OF THE LORD JESUS,
THAT THE LIFE ALSO OF JESUS MIGHT BE MADE MANIFEST IN OUR BODY.
11 FOR WE WHICH LIVE ARE ALWAY DELIVERED UNTO DEATH FOR JESUS'
SAKE, THAT THE LIFE ALSO OF JESUS MIGHT BE MADE MANIFEST IN OUR
MORTAL FLESH.

2 CORINTHIANS 4:17-18

17 FOR OUR LIGHT AFFLICTION, WHICH IS BUT FOR A MOMENT, WORKETH
FOR US A FAR MORE EXCEEDING AND ETERNAL WEIGHT OF GLORY;

18 WHILE WE LOOK NOT AT THE THINGS WHICH ARE SEEN, BUT AT THE
THINGS WHICH ARE NOT SEEN: FOR THE THINGS WHICH ARE SEEN ARE
TEMPORAL; BUT THE THINGS WHICH ARE NOT SEEN ARE ETERNAL.

In chapters 8-9, He urges the Corinthians to give the offering to the believers in
Judea, as they had promised. In chapters 10-13 Paul defends his ministry and responds to
attacks about his Apostleship. They had been questioning his authority and opposing him.
Paul declares that if anyone preaches a different Gospel or a different Jesus, other than
what Paul and the Apostles were preaching, they are false teachers and deceitful workers
and should not be accepted. In chapter 12 Paul explains a theology of his own suffering. He
asks God to remove a suffering from His life but God refuses.

2 CORINTHIANS 12:7-9

7 AND LEST I SHOULD BE EXALTED ABOVE MEASURE THROUGH THE
ABUNDANCE OF THE REVELATIONS, THERE WAS GIVEN TO ME A THORN IN
THE FLESH, THE MESSENGER OF SATAN TO BUFFET ME, LEST I SHOULD BE
EXALTED ABOVE MEASURE.

8 FOR THIS THING I BESOUGHT THE LORD THRICE, THAT IT MIGHT DEPART
FROM ME.

9 AND HE SAID UNTO ME, MY GRACE IS SUFFICIENT FOR THEE: FOR MY
STRENGTH IS MADE PERFECT IN WEAKNESS. MOST GLADLY THEREFORE
WILL I RATHER GLORY IN MY INFIRMITIES, THAT THE POWER OF CHRIST
MAY REST UPON ME.

Paul understood that God is sovereign and in control over even his sufferings.
Therefore, Paul embraces his suffering because God allows them into his life for a purpose
regardless of how difficult they may be. In times of calamity, he understood that these were
times when he depended on God's strength and mercy the most.

2 CORINTHIANS 12:10

10 THEREFORE I TAKE PLEASURE IN INFIRMITIES, IN REPROACHES, IN
NECESSITIES, IN PERSECUTIONS, IN DISTRESSES FOR CHRIST'S SAKE: FOR
WHEN I AM WEAK, THEN AM I STRONG.

Paul knew he was the strongest when he felt the weakest because he depended on God, the
one who has infinite strength.
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The last thing Apostle Paul teaches in 2" Corinthians is how to test yourself. If you
want to know if you are a Christian, if you want to know if you are a believer and follower
of Jesus Christ, than you must test yourself.

2 CORINTHIANS 13:5

5 EXAMINE YOURSELVES, WHETHER YE BE IN THE FAITH; PROVE YOUR
OWN SELVES. KNOW YE NOT YOUR OWN SELVES, HOW THAT JESUS CHRIST
IS IN YOU, EXCEPT YE BE REPROBATES?

From Macedonia, Paul revisited the cities where he had ministered on his second
journey. He met with sufficient success to warrant spending three months there, most of it
probably in Corinth. Then he returned to Macedonia where he wrote the Book of Romans.
Paul wrote the letter to the believers in Rome, hence the name “Romans”. He wrote it to
give them a concrete theological foundation on which to construct their faith and to live for
and serve God effectively. The book of Romans reveals the answers to important questions
and supplies information on many topics, such as salvation, the sovereignty of God,
judgment, spiritual growth, and the righteousness of God. Many scholars also describe it
as The Gospel and the Righteousness of God, which can be received only by faith in the
atoning death of Jesus Christ. The focus of the “righteousness of God” is foundational
throughout the book of Romans. In fact, it is threaded through every section of the basic
outline of this epistle. Paul reiterates this so that the reader may realize that salvation
cannot be attained through man’s good deeds but only through faith in God’s
righteousness.

ROMANS 1:16-17

16 FORI AM NOT ASHAMED OF THE GOSPEL OF CHRIST: FORIT IS THE
POWER OF GOD UNTO SALVATION TO EVERY ONE THAT BELIEVETH; TO THE
JEW FIRST, AND ALSO TO THE GREEK.

17 FOR THEREIN IS THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD REVEALED FROM FAITH
TO FAITH: AS IT IS WRITTEN, THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.

In chapters 1-8, Paul explains the fundamentals and foundations of the Christian
faith. This is the Gospel Message, which all believers are commanded to share with the
entire world. Some of the most popular and precious memorization passages about
Salvation can be found in the first several chapters of Romans. In the verses below, Paul
starts by listing some reasons why mankind needs to be saved.

ROMANS 1:18-32

18 FOR THE WRATH OF GOD IS REVEALED FROM HEAVEN AGAINST ALL
UNGODLINESS AND UNRIGHTEOUSNESS OF MEN, WHO HOLD THE TRUTH IN
UNRIGHTEOUSNESS;

19 BECAUSE THAT WHICH MAY BE KNOWN OF GOD IS MANIFEST IN THEM;
FOR GOD HATH SHEWED IT UNTO THEM.
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20 FOR THE INVISIBLE THINGS OF HIM FROM THE CREATION OF THE WORLD
ARE CLEARLY SEEN, BEING UNDERSTOOD BY THE THINGS THAT ARE MADE,
EVEN HIS ETERNAL POWER AND GODHEAD; SO THAT THEY ARE WITHOUT
EXCUSE:

21 BECAUSE THAT, WHEN THEY KNEW GOD, THEY GLORIFIED HIM NOT AS
GOD, NEITHER WERE THANKFUL; BUT BECAME VAIN IN THEIR
IMAGINATIONS, AND THEIR FOOLISH HEART WAS DARKENED.

22 PROFESSING THEMSELVES TO BE WISE, THEY BECAME FOOLS,

23 AND CHANGED THE GLORY OF THE UNCORRUPTIBLE GOD INTO AN
IMAGE MADE LIKE TO CORRUPTIBLE MAN, AND TO BIRDS, AND
FOURFOOTED BEASTS, AND CREEPING THINGS.

24 WHEREFORE GOD ALSO GAVE THEM UP TO UNCLEANNESS THROUGH THE
LUSTS OF THEIR OWN HEARTS, TO DISHONOUR THEIR OWN BODIES
BETWEEN THEMSELVES:

25 WHO CHANGED THE TRUTH OF GOD INTO A LIE, AND WORSHIPPED AND
SERVED THE CREATURE MORE THAN THE CREATOR, WHO IS BLESSED FOR
EVER. AMEN.

26 FOR THIS CAUSE GOD GAVE THEM UP UNTO VILE AFFECTIONS: FOR EVEN
THEIR WOMEN DID CHANGE THE NATURAL USE INTO THAT WHICH IS
AGAINST NATURE:

27 AND LIKEWISE ALSO THE MEN, LEAVING THE NATURAL USE OF THE
WOMAN, BURNED IN THEIR LUST ONE TOWARD ANOTHER; MEN WITH MEN
WORKING THAT WHICH IS UNSEEMLY, AND RECEIVING IN THEMSELVES
THAT RECOMPENCE OF THEIR ERROR WHICH WAS MEET.

28 AND EVEN AS THEY DID NOT LIKE TO RETAIN GOD IN THEIR
KNOWLEDGE, GOD GAVE THEM OVER TO A REPROBATE MIND, TO DO THOSE
THINGS WHICH ARE NOT CONVENIENT;

29 BEING FILLED WITH ALL UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, FORNICATION,
WICKEDNESS, COVETOUSNESS, MALICIOUSNESS; FULL OF ENVY, MURDER,
DEBATE, DECEIT, MALIGNITY; WHISPERERS,

30 BACKBITERS, HATERS OF GOD, DESPITEFUL, PROUD, BOASTERS,
INVENTORS OF EVIL THINGS, DISOBEDIENT TO PARENTS,

31 WITHOUT UNDERSTANDING, COVENANTBREAKERS, WITHOUT NATURAL
AFFECTION, IMPLACABLE, UNMERCIFUL:

32 WHO KNOWING THE JUDGMENT OF GOD, THAT THEY WHICH COMMIT
SUCH THINGS ARE WORTHY OF DEATH, NOT ONLY DO THE SAME, BUT HAVE
PLEASURE IN THEM THAT DO THEM.

ROMANS 3:23
23 FOR ALL HAVE SINNED, AND COME SHORT OF THE GLORY OF GOD;

ROMANS 6:23
23FOR THE WAGES OF SIN IS DEATH; BUT THE GIFT OF GOD IS ETERNAL LIFE
THROUGH JESUS CHRIST OUR LORD.

Paul teaches about the sinful nature of all men in the eyes of God, justification by faith in
Jesus Christ, freedom from sin, and victory in Christ. You cannot repair your relationship
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with God through your good deeds; this is only accomplished through faith in the perfect
and finished work of Jesus Christ.

In chapters 9-11, Paul explains God’s sovereignty over salvation. He also spells out
how an individual may come into a right relationship with God.

ROMANS 10:9 AND 13

9 THAT IF THOU SHALT CONFESS WITH THY MOUTH THE LORD JESUS, AND
SHALT BELIEVE IN THINE HEART THAT GOD HATH RAISED HIM FROM THE
DEAD, THOU SHALT BE SAVED.

13 FOR WHOSOEVER SHALL CALL UPON THE NAME OF THE LORD SHALL BE
SAVED.

Place your faith and trust only in what Jesus Christ has already done on the cross and
make Him the Master of your life and trust He raised Himself from the grave conquering
death. When you do this, you will be saved.

In chapters 12-16, Paul gives instructions for all Christians about how to live a holy
lifestyle. The list of errors and trials that Paul dealt with in his “Epistles” were because the
believers had conformed their lives to the world and not to God.

ROMANS 12:1-2

1 IBESEECH YOU THEREFORE, BRETHREN, BY THE MERCIES OF GOD, THAT
YE PRESENT YOUR BODIES A LIVING SACRIFICE, HOLY, ACCEPTABLE UNTO
GOD, WHICH IS YOUR REASONABLE SERVICE.

2 AND BE NOT CONFORMED TO THIS WORLD: BUT BE YE TRANSFORMED BY
THE RENEWING OF YOUR MIND, THAT YE MAY PROVE WHAT IS THAT GOOD,
AND ACCEPTABLE, AND PERFECT, WILL OF GOD.

While there, he made plans for his final visit to Jerusalem. Paul finally left Greece
after discovering a plot by the Jewish leaders to kill him. He returned to the province of
Asia, where he sojourned in the city of Troas on the Aegean coast. He stunned everybody
there when he miraculously raised a young man, named Eutychus, back to life. Eutychus
had fallen from a third floor window while listening to Paul preach.

From Troas, he traveled overland to nearby Assos, where he boarded a ship bound
for Jerusalem. The ship made several stops and among them was Miletus, which was near
enough to Ephesus for Paul to make contact with the elders of that church, who he
exhorted to continue steadfastly in the work which he had started.

Luke writes that they all wept greatly, and fell on Paul’s neck and kissed him,
sorrowing most of all for the words which he spoke, that they would see his face no more.
Paul knew that he would be arrested in Jerusalem.
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ACTS 20:22-24

22 AND NOW, BEHOLD, I GO BOUND IN THE SPIRIT UNTO JERUSALEM, NOT
KNOWING THE THINGS THAT SHALL BEFALL ME THERE:

23 SAVE THAT THE HOLY GHOST WITNESSETH IN EVERY CITY, SAYING THAT
BONDS AND AFFLICTIONS ABIDE ME.

24 BUT NONE OF THESE THINGS MOVE ME, NEITHER COUNT I MY LIFE DEAR
UNTO MYSELF, SO THAT I MIGHT FINISH MY COURSE WITH JOY, AND THE
MINISTRY, WHICH I HAVE RECEIVED OF THE LORD JESUS, TO TESTIFY THE
GOSPEL OF THE GRACE OF GOD.

The date at this point was probably around 58 AD. Paul had just finished his third
missionary journey. He arrived arrived in Jerusalem for the purpose of observing the
Feast of Pentecost. He had not been there many days when some of the people who had
come from the province of Asia for the festival stirred up the crowd against him and he was
arrested in the temple grounds. He was accused of turning people against Judaism and of
defiling the temple by bringing a person into it who was not Jewish, a charge for which
there was apparently no basis. As a result, an unruly crowd tried to kill Paul, but he was
rescued by Roman soldiers and taken into custody. The next day he was brought before the
Sanhedrin which is the ruling body of the Jewish people in Palestine. However, they could
not agree among themselves concerning the charges, so the commander took Paul back to
the barracks.

The following night, Paul had a vision of Jesus standing by him.

ACTS 23:11

11 AND THE NIGHT FOLLOWING THE LORD STOOD BY HIM, AND SAID, BE OF
GOOD CHEER, PAUL: FOR AS THOU HAST TESTIFIED OF ME IN JERUSALEM,
SO MUST THOU BEAR WITNESS ALSO AT ROME.

Hearing of a plot to kill Paul, the military commander sent him away with a heavy
escort to Felix, the Roman governor, who lived in Caesarea on the coast. When Ananias,
the high priest, came down from Jerusalem with the elders, Paul defended himself
eloquently before both them and Felix. Finding nothing substantial in the charges against
him, Felix refused to condemn Paul to death, but not wanting to antagonize the Jewish
leadership, he kept him in custody. Paul was to remain imprisoned in Caesarea for two
years.

ACTS 24:22-23

22 AND WHEN FELIX HEARD THESE THINGS, HAVING MORE PERFECT
KNOWLEDGE OF THAT WAY, HE DEFERRED THEM, AND SAID, WHEN LYSIAS
THE CHIEF CAPTAIN SHALL COME DOWN, I WILL KNOW THE UTTERMOST OF
YOUR MATTER.

23 AND HE COMMANDED A CENTURION TO KEEP PAUL, AND TO LET HIM
HAVE LIBERTY, AND THAT HE SHOULD FORBID NONE OF HIS ACQUAINTANCE
TO MINISTER OR COME UNTO HIM.
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After two years, a new governor, Festus, replaced Felix. Wanting to please the Jewish
leadership, Festus was ready to send Paul back to Jerusalem, but knowing that this would
mean certain death, Paul availed himself of his right as a Roman citizen and “appealed to
Caesar.” By law, this required that Festus send him for trial in Rome.

Several days later, King Herod Agrippa 11, great-grandson of Herod the Great,
was in Caesarea with his sister Bernice, so Festus invited them to come and hear Paul
speak. Paul gave an account of his life as a Pharisee and his conversion and subsequent
efforts to spread the Gospel.

ACTS 26:28-32

28 THEN AGRIPPA SAID UNTO PAUL, ALMOST THOU PERSUADEST ME TO BE A
CHRISTTIAN.

29 AND PAUL SAID, I WOULD TO GOD, THAT NOT ONLY THOU, BUT ALSO ALL
THAT HEAR ME THIS DAY, WERE BOTH ALMOST, AND ALTOGETHER SUCH AS
I AM, EXCEPT THESE BONDS.

30 AND WHEN HE HAD THUS SPOKEN, THE KING ROSE UP, AND THE
GOVERNOR, AND BERNICE, AND THEY THAT SAT WITH THEM:

31 AND WHEN THEY WERE GONE ASIDE, THEY TALKED BETWEEN
THEMSELVES, SAYING, THIS MAN DOETH NOTHING WORTHY OF DEATH OR
OF BONDS.

32 THEN SAID AGRIPPA UNTO FESTUS, THIS MAN MIGHT HAVE BEEN SET AT
LIBERTY, IF HE HAD NOT APPEALED UNTO CAESAR.

This was now the second occasion when Paul’s Roman citizenship had come to his
aid. The first was when he was arrested in Jerusalem. The Roman commander had ordered
that Paul be examined under scourging. Paul asked, “Is it lawful for you to scourge a man
who is a Roman, and uncondemned?” When the commander found out that Paul was a
Roman, he was afraid of the potential consequences of what he had done and immediately
ordered that Paul be unbound. This is the same commander who, hearing of a plot to kill
Paul, sent him under protection of a heavy guard to the governor at Caesarea, where his
enemies would not be able to harm him. Clearly, there was one law for citizens and another
for non-citizens. It is unlikely that Paul would have been given continued protection if he
had not been a Roman citizen.

Probably in 60 A.D., Paul began his voyage to Rome. On the way, the ship ran into a
storm and was shipwrecked on the island of Malta, which lies in the Mediterranean about
sixty miles south of Sicily. They decided to stay there for the winter, and while there, Paul
healed many sick and disabled people. After three months, they continued in another ship
to Puteoli, on the west coast of Italy, completing the journey to Rome overland.

In Rome, Paul seems to have had a relatively comfortable existence for one who was
a prisoner, being allowed to live in his own rented house, with a soldier guarding him, and
being able to receive visitors freely. It was during this time that he wrote Colossians,
Philemon, Ephesians, and Philippians. Since he was being held by the Roman government,
these letters are referred to as the Prison letters.
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Next we move to Ephesians. Paul was in prison, which makes Rome the likely place
of writing. It makes no mention of Paul’s imminent death, suggesting the first
imprisonment.

The great book of Ephesians is divided into two sections. Chapters 1-3 tell us who
we are. Chapters 4-6 teach us how to live. A diligent study of this biblical letter will
change your life. Its truths will sink deep into your soul and you will be "imprinted" by
the Spirit of God.

Paul teaches in this letter that the Heavenly Father has submitted everything under
the leadership of Jesus Christ. For instance, Jesus is the Head of the church. He is the
fullness of God in human flesh. The Holy Spirit has been given to believers and reveals the
nature of God in all things. Jesus loves the church which is His body and brings Jews and
non-Jews into it as one body—one new man. Jesus gives gifts from above, giving both men
and women, the grace to be apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers of the
Word.

Paul covers several different major doctrines in this book. He teaches that salvation is
by grace through faith.

EPHESIANS 1:6, 7

6 TO THE PRAISE OF THE GLORY OF HIS GRACE, WHEREIN HE HATH MADE US
ACCEPTED IN THE BELOVED.

7 IN WHOM WE HAVE REDEMPTION THROUGH HIS BLOOD, THE
FORGIVENESS OF SINS, ACCORDING TO THE RICHES OF HIS GRACE;

EPHESIANS 2:1, 5, 8

1 AND YOU HATH HE QUICKENED, WHO WERE DEAD IN TRESPASSES AND
SINS;

S EVEN WHEN WE WERE DEAD IN SINS, HATH QUICKENED US TOGETHER
WITH CHRIST, (BY GRACE YE ARE SAVED:)

8 FOR BY GRACE ARE YE SAVED THROUGH FAITH; AND THAT NOT OF
YOURSELVES: IT IS THE GIFT OF GOD:

EPHESIANS 3:7

7 WHEREOF 1 WAS MADE A MINISTER, ACCORDING TO THE GIFT OF

THE GRACE OF GOD GIVEN UNTO ME BY THE EFFECTUAL WORKING OF HIS
POWER.

EPHESIANS 4:7

7 BUT UNTO EVERY ONE OF US IS GIVEN GRACE ACCORDING TO THE
MEASURE OF THE GIFT OF CHRIST.

These verses make it clear that we have received salvation as an undeserved favor from
God.
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God’s power is greater than all other principalities, powers, and authorities in this
world. This is another doctrine that Paul includes in Ephesians. He adds that the spiritual
darkness of this world should be aware that God has given us, His children, His same
power, the Holy Spirit.

EPHESIANS 1:17-23

17 THAT THE GOD OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, THE FATHER OF GLORY,
MAY GIVE UNTO YOU THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND REVELATION IN THE
KNOWLEDGE OF HIM:

18 THE EYES OF YOUR UNDERSTANDING BEING ENLIGHTENED; THAT YE
MAY KNOW WHAT IS THE HOPE OF HIS CALLING, AND WHAT THE RICHES OF
THE GLORY OF HIS INHERITANCE IN THE SAINTS,

19 AND WHAT IS THE EXCEEDING GREATNESS OF HIS POWER TO US-WARD
WHO BELIEVE, ACCORDING TO THE WORKING OF HIS MIGHTY POWER,

20 WHICH HE WROUGHT IN CHRIST, WHEN HE RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD,
AND SET HIM AT HIS OWN RIGHT HAND IN THE HEAVENLY PLACES,

21 FAR ABOVE ALL PRINCIPALITY, AND POWER, AND MIGHT, AND DOMINION,
AND EVERY NAME THAT IS NAMED, NOT ONLY IN THIS WORLD, BUT ALSO IN
THAT WHICH IS TO COME:

22 AND HATH PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIS FEET, AND GAVE HIM TO BE THE
HEAD OVER ALL THINGS TO THE CHURCH,

23 WHICH IS HIS BODY, THE FULNESS OF HIM THAT FILLETH ALL IN ALL.

You will find that Paul teaches unity and love among Jews and non-Jews as a basic
doctrine. He says that Jesus makes it possible for all believers to fit into one body.

EPHESIANS 2:16

16 AND THAT HE MIGHT RECONCILE BOTH UNTO GOD IN ONE BODY BY THE
CROSS, HAVING SLAIN THE ENMITY THEREBY:

EPH 4:4

4 THERE IS ONE BODY, AND ONE SPIRIT, EVEN AS YE ARE CALLED

IN ONE HOPE OF YOUR CALLING;

EPHESIANS 4:16

FROM WHOM THE WHOLE BODY FITLY JOINED TOGETHER AND COMPACTED
BY THAT WHICH EVERY JOINT SUPPLIETH, ACCORDING TO THE EFFECTUAL
WORKING IN THE MEASURE OF EVERY PART, MAKETH INCREASE OF

THE BODY UNTO THE EDIFYING OF ITSELF IN LOVE.

Then, there is the doctrine that tells us how Christians should live, especially new believers.
EPHESIANS 4:17
17 THIS I SAY THEREFORE, AND TESTIFY IN THE LORD, THAT YE

HENCEFORTH WALK NOT AS OTHER GENTILES WALK, IN THE VANITY OF
THEIR MIND,
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With this doctrine, Paul really makes this applicable for all believers in the next two verses.

EPHESIANS 4:18-19

18 HAVING THE UNDERSTANDING DARKENED, BEING ALIENATED FROM THE
LIFE OF GOD THROUGH THE IGNORANCE THAT IS IN THEM, BECAUSE OF THE
BLINDNESS OF THEIR HEART:

19 WHO BEING PAST FEELING HAVE GIVEN THEMSELVES OVER UNTO
LASCIVIOUSNESS, TO WORK ALL UNCLEANNESS WITH GREEDINESS.

Believers should have a lifestyle that is free from drunkenness, sexual immorality, lying,
stealing, bitterness, and other ungodly behaviors.

Still another doctrine proclaims that believers are now “in Christ,” which impacts
every aspect of their identity. We now must identify in every way with the risen Christ!

EPHESIANS 1:1
1 PAUL, AN APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST BY THE WILL OF GOD, TO THE SAINTS
WHICH ARE AT EPHESUS, AND TO THE FAITHFUL IN CHRIST JESUS:

EPHESIANS 1:3

3 BLESSED BE THE GOD AND FATHER OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, WHO
HATH BLESSED US WITH ALL SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS IN HEAVENLY
PLACES IN CHRIST:

EPHESIANS 1:12
12 THAT WE SHOULD BE TO THE PRAISE OF HIS GLORY, WHO FIRST
TRUSTED IN CHRIST.

EPHESIANS 2:6
6 AND HATH RAISED US UP TOGETHER, AND MADE US SIT
TOGETHER IN HEAVENLY PLACES IN CHRIST JESUS:

EPHESIANS 2:10

10 FOR WE ARE HIS WORKMANSHIP, CREATED IN CHRIST JESUS UNTO GOOD
WORKS, WHICH GOD HATH BEFORE ORDAINED THAT WE SHOULD

WALK IN THEM.

EPHESIANS 2:13
13 BUT NOW IN CHRIST JESUS YE WHO SOMETIMES WERE FAR OFF ARE
MADE NIGH BY THE BLOOD OF CHRIST.

EPHESIANS 3:6

1 THAT THE GENTILES SHOULD BE FELLOWHEIRS, AND OF THE SAME BODY,
AND PARTAKERS OF HIS PROMISE IN CHRIST BY THE GOSPEL:
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EPHESIANS 3:11
11 ACCORDING TO THE ETERNAL PURPOSE WHICH HE
PURPOSED IN CHRIST JESUS OUR LORD:

EPHESIANS 6:24
24 GRACE BE WITH ALL THEM THAT LOVE OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST
LORD JESUS CHRIST IN SINCERITY. AMEN.

After Paul had been in a Roman prison for a couple of years, he wrote the letter to
the Philippians. Paul had started the church of Philippi because he had seen a vision of a
man from Macedonia calling him to come and share the gospel with them. It was while he
was there that he was arrested, along with Silas, and both of them were imprisoned. He and
Silas sang and praised the Lord and the doors of the prison opened, but no prisoners
escaped. Instead, the jailor was saved. Also, it was in Philippi that Paul met Lydia.
Miracles led Paul to found the church there.

In this letter to the Philippian church Paul’s words point heaven. Believers’ true life is
not only in this world, but it is in the heavenly calling, the heavenly realm, and in a
heavenly life that was given by Christ. Paul tells how Jesus left heaven to redeem us and
reveal the heart of God and that as a servant. Jesus gave new birth to those who accept it,
making it possible for believers to heavenly lights in this dark world. Paul emphasizes that
believers were to witnesses the power of Christ to change lives. Paul states that Jesus will
complete salvation fully when we enter His presence. This letter also teaches us how
important it is to be joyful throughout our journey of becoming like Christ. The words joy
and rejoicing occur eighteen times in this book. Throughout his Philippian letter, Paul
speaks of unity and teaches how the church should live as one in the fellowship of Jesus
Christ. We also discover information about the humiliation and exaltation of Jesus.

Paul’s main theme in this letter is the gospel. Paul uses the word “gospel” more often
in this letter than any of his other letters. He is specifically concerned with believers’
ongoing relationship with Christ on the other side of their acceptance of the gospel. He is
also concerned with the advancement of the gospel, that Jesus’ story of rescue and
forgiveness goes out into all the world.

PHILIPPIANS 1:5
5 FOR YOUR FELLOWSHIP IN THE GOSPEL FROM THE FIRST DAY UNTIL NOW

PHILIPPIANS 1:7

7 EVEN AS IT IS MEET FOR ME TO THINK THIS OF YOU ALL, BECAUSE I HAVE
YOU IN MY HEART; INASMUCH AS BOTH IN MY BONDS, AND IN THE DEFENCE
AND CONFIRMATION OF THE GOSPEL, YE ALL ARE PARTAKERS OF MY
GRACE.

PHILIPPIANS 1:12
12 BUT 1 WOULD YE SHOULD UNDERSTAND, BRETHREN, THAT THE THINGS
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WHICH HAPPENED UNTO ME HAVE FALLEN OUT RATHER UNTO THE
FURTHERANCE OF THE GOSPEL

PHILIPPIANS 1:17
17 BUT THE OTHER OF LOVE, KNOWING THAT I AM SET FOR THE DEFENCE
OF THE GOSPEL

PHILIPPIANS 1:27

27 ONLY LET YOUR CONVERSATION BE AS IT BECOMETH THE GOSPEL OF
CHRIST: THAT WHETHER I COME AND SEE YOU, OR ELSE BE ABSENT, I MAY
HEAR OF YOUR AFFAIRS, THAT YE STAND FAST IN ONE SPIRIT, WITH ONE
MIND STRIVING TOGETHER FOR THE FAITH OF THE GOSPEL;

PHILIPPIANS 2:16
16 HOLDING FORTH THE WORD OF LIFE; THAT I MAY REJOICE IN THE DAY
OF CHRIST, THAT I HAVE NOT RUN IN VAIN, NEITHER LABOURED IN VAIN.

PHILIPPIANS 2:22
22 BUT YE KNOW THE PROOF OF HIM, THAT, AS A SON WITH THE FATHER, HE
HATH SERVED WITH ME IN THE GOSPEL.

PHILIPPIANS 4:3

AND I ENTREAT THEE ALSO, TRUE YOKEFELLOW, HELP THOSE WOMEN
WHICH LABOURED WITH ME IN THE GOSPEL, WITH CLEMENT ALSO, AND
WITH OTHER MY FELLOWLABOURERS, WHOSE NAMES ARE IN THE BOOK OF
LIFE.

PHILIPPIANS 4:15

15 NOW YE PHILIPPIANS KNOW ALSO, THAT IN THE BEGINNING OF

THE GOSPEL, WHEN I DEPARTED FROM MACEDONIA, NO CHURCH
COMMUNICATED WITH ME AS CONCERNING GIVING AND RECEIVING, BUT
YE ONLY.

The Lordship of Christ is also emphasized in this letter.

PHILIPPIANS 2:11-11

S LET THIS MIND BE IN YOU, WHICH WAS ALSO IN CHRIST JESUS:

6 WHO, BEING IN THE FORM OF GOD, THOUGHT IT NOT ROBBERY TO BE
EQUAL WITH GOD:

7 BUT MADE HIMSELF OF NO REPUTATION, AND TOOK UPON HIM THE FORM
OF A SERVANT, AND WAS MADE IN THE LIKENESS OF MEN:

8 AND BEING FOUND IN FASHION AS A MAN, HE HUMBLED HIMSELF, AND
BECAME OBEDIENT UNTO DEATH, EVEN THE DEATH OF THE CROSS.

9 WHEREFORE GOD ALSO HATH HIGHLY EXALTED HIM, AND GIVEN HIM A
NAME WHICH IS ABOVE EVERY NAME:
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10 THAT AT THE NAME OF JESUS EVERY KNEE SHOULD BOW, OF THINGS IN
HEAVEN, AND THINGS IN EARTH, AND THINGS UNDER THE EARTH;

11 AND THAT EVERY TONGUE SHOULD CONFESS THAT JESUS CHRIST IS
LORD, TO THE GLORY OF GOD THE FATHER.

These verses comprise a soaring melody of worship, adoration, and revelation of the
majesty and superiority of Christ as Lord over all. They tell the story of Jesus from His
preexistent glory to the universal praise of Him as Lord paved by His obedience to death on
the cross.

Paul teaches in this letter that Christians are called to live according to the gospel, to
conduct their lives in such a way that they live for Christ. For Paul, such a life is a process
of seizing the surpassing worth of Christ and being seized by Him. It is also a progressive
pursuit of Christ in which we daily die with him in order to experience the fullness of His
new life.

PHILIPPIANS 1:19-21
19 FOR I KNOW THAT THIS SHALL TURN TO MY SALVATION THROUGH YOUR
PRAYER, AND THE SUPPLY OF THE SPIRIT OF JESUS CHRIST,

20 ACCORDING TO MY EARNEST EXPECTATION AND MY HOPE, THAT IN
NOTHING I SHALL BE ASHAMED, BUT THAT WITH ALL BOLDNESS, AS
ALWAYS, SO NOW ALSO CHRIST SHALL BE MAGNIFIED IN MY BODY,
WHETHER IT BE BY LIFE, OR BY DEATH.

21 FOR TO ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST, AND TO DIE IS GAIN.

PHILIPPIANS 2:14-15

14 DO ALL THINGS WITHOUT MURMURINGS AND DISPUTINGS:

15 THAT YE MAY BE BLAMELESS AND HARMLESS, THE SONS OF GOD,
WITHOUT REBUKE, IN THE MIDST OF A CROOKED AND PERVERSE NATION,
AMONG WHOM YE SHINE AS LIGHTS IN THE WORLD;

Paul now takes a look at the relationship among believers. The community of Christ is the
new people of God. Paul contrasts this new people with those in the old community who
tried to bring non-Jewish Christians into the circle of Judaism. He also contrasts this
community with the world, reminding believers that we are citizens of heaven who submit
to the lordship of Christ. Finally, he reminds believers of their unity as brothers and sisters
within God’s household.

PHILIPPIANS 3:15-17

15 LET US THEREFORE, AS MANY AS BE PERFECT, BE THUS MINDED: AND IF
IN ANY THING YE BE OTHERWISE MINDED, GOD SHALL REVEAL EVEN THIS
UNTO YOU.

16 NEVERTHELESS, WHERETO WE HAVE ALREADY ATTAINED, LET US WALK
BY THE SAME RULE, LET US MIND THE SAME THING.
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17 BRETHREN, BE FOLLOWERS TOGETHER OF ME, AND MARK THEM WHICH
WALK SO AS YE HAVE US FOR AN EXAMPLE.

PHILIPPIANS 4:3

3 AND I ENTREAT THEE ALSO, TRUE YOKEFELLOW, HELP THOSE WOMEN
WHICH LABOURED WITH ME IN THE GOSPEL, WITH CLEMENT ALSO, AND
WITH OTHER MY FELLOWLABOURERS, WHOSE NAMES ARE IN THE BOOK OF
LIFE.

Next, we will study the letters Paul wrote to Colossians and Philemon. Paul may have
passed through Colossae, but he did not start the church there. He, however, felt
compelled to write to it. The letter to the church in Colossae was delivered first. It was
delivered by Onesimus, Philemon’s runaway who had gone to Rome where he met Paul.
He then delivered the letter to Philemon.

In his letter to the church in Colossae, Paul warns the congregation to fortify it
against false teachers who might try to impose strict rules about eating and drinking and
religious festivals. He shows the superiority of Christ over all human philosophies and
traditions. To be a little more specific, let’s look at some of the verses in this letter.

He starts with a greeting, offering thanksgiving and prayer to God for the
Colossians People. Then he gets right to the point of telling about the preexistence of Jesus.

The book of Colossians was written to counter and respond to heretical teachings
and encourage believers to serve with fervor and passion. The basic problem was a Judaic-
Gnostic heresy that sought to mix Greek philosophy with Christian theology. Gnostic
philosophy taught that matter was evil. In order to avoid having their pure god create evil,
they had created a system of lesser deities that overflowed from their god. These lesser gods
were far enough removed from the pure god that they were able to create the universe
which was composed of evil matter. They named this lesser deity the Jehovah God of the
Hebrews.

In chapters 1-2, Paul sends words of thanks to the faithful believers at Colosse. Paul
did not establish the Colossian Church and had never visited there. He teaches one of the
most powerful passages attributing the divinity of Jesus Christ who is God in flesh. It is
apparent that false teachers were spreading heresy by rejecting the deity of Jesus Christ,
probably teaching that Jesus was just a good man. Paul warns not to allow anyone to lead
them astray with Philosophy, trickery, or by traditions of men. Paul then assured the
church that Jesus is God.

COLOSSIANS 1:20

20 AND, HAVING MADE PEACE THROUGH THE BLOOD OF HIS CROSS, BY HIM
TO RECONCILE ALL THINGS UNTO HIMSELF; BY HIM, I SAY, WHETHER THEY
BE THINGS IN EARTH, OR THINGS IN HEAVEN.
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COLOSSIANS 2:9-15

9 FOR IN HIM DWELLETH ALL THE FULNESS OF THE GODHEAD BODILY.

10 AND YE ARE COMPLETE IN HIM, WHICH IS THE HEAD OF ALL
PRINCIPALITY AND POWER:

11 IN WHOM ALSO YE ARE CIRCUMCISED WITH THE CIRCUMCISION MADE
WITHOUT HANDS, IN PUTTING OFF THE BODY OF THE SINS OF THE FLESH BY
THE CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST:

12 BURIED WITH HIM IN BAPTISM, WHEREIN ALSO YE ARE RISEN WITH HIM
THROUGH THE FAITH OF THE OPERATION OF GOD, WHO HATH RAISED HIM
FROM THE DEAD.

13 AND YOU, BEING DEAD IN YOUR SINS AND THE UNCIRCUMCISION OF
YOUR FLESH, HATH HE QUICKENED TOGETHER WITH HIM, HAVING
FORGIVEN YOU ALL TRESPASSES;

14 BLOTTING OUT THE HANDWRITING OF ORDINANCES THAT WAS AGAINST
US, WHICH WAS CONTRARY TO US, AND TOOK IT OUT OF THE WAY, NAILING
IT TO HIS CROSS;

15 AND HAVING SPOILED PRINCIPALITIES AND POWERS, HE MADE A SHEW
OF THEM OPENLY, TRIUMPHING OVER THEM IN IT.

Jesus Christ is God and He paid the penalty of sin in order to rescue mankind.

In chapters 3-4, Paul encourages the church to focus on God, and keep their eyes on
the goal. He teaches believers how to live at home, how to manage family matters, and how
to get along with other believers in Christ. His approach is for believers to put aside the
petty situations that become obstacles in our lives, ultimately slow us down, and prevent
the spread of the Gospel. Paul then explains what it means to forgive.

COLOSSIANS 3:13-17

13 FORBEARING ONE ANOTHER, AND FORGIVING ONE ANOTHER, IF ANY MAN
HAVE A QUARREL AGAINST ANY: EVEN AS CHRIST FORGAVE YOU, SO ALSO
DO YE.

14 AND ABOVE ALL THESE THINGS PUT ON CHARITY, WHICH IS THE BOND OF
PERFECTNESS.

15 AND LET THE PEACE OF GOD RULE IN YOUR HEARTS, TO THE WHICH
ALSO YE ARE CALLED IN ONE BODY; AND BE YE THANKFUL.

16 LET THE WORD OF CHRIST DWELL IN YOU RICHLY IN ALL WISDOM;
TEACHING AND ADMONISHING ONE ANOTHER IN PSALMS AND HYMNS AND
SPIRITUAL SONGS, SINGING WITH GRACE IN YOUR HEARTS TO THE LORD.

17 AND WHATSOEVER YE DO IN WORD OR DEED, DO ALL IN THE NAME OF
THE LORD JESUS, GIVING THANKS TO GOD AND THE FATHER BY HIM.

COLOSSIANS 1:15-20

15 HE IS THE IMAGE OF THE INVISIBLE GOD, THE FIRSTBORN OF ALL
CREATION.

16 FOR BY HIM ALL THINGS WERE CREATED, IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH,
VISIBLE AND INVISIBLE, WHETHER THRONES OR DOMINIONS OR RULERS OR
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AUTHORITIES—ALL THINGS WERE CREATED THROUGH HIM AND FOR HIM.
17 AND HE IS BEFORE ALL THINGS, AND IN HIM ALL THINGS HOLD
TOGETHER.

18 AND HE IS THE HEAD OF THE BODY, THE CHURCH. HE IS THE BEGINNING,
THE FIRSTBORN FROM THE DEAD, THAT IN EVERYTHING HE MIGHT BE
PREEMINENT.

19 FOR IN HIM ALL THE FULLNESS OF GOD WAS PLEASED TO DWELL,

20 AND THROUGH HIM TO RECONCILE TO HIMSELF ALL THINGS, WHETHER
ON EARTH OR IN HEAVEN, MAKING PEACE BY THE BLOOD OF HIS CROSS.

Paul states that his suffering is worth going through if the Colossians will receive the
Word of God.

COLOSSIANS 2:6-7

6 THEREFORE, AS YOU RECEIVED CHRIST JESUS THE LORD, SO WALK IN HIM,
7 ROOTED AND BUILT UP IN HIM AND ESTABLISHED IN THE FAITH, JUST AS
YOU WERE TAUGHT, ABOUNDING IN THANKSGIVING.

Paul warns the people that this will not be easy because false teachers will try to
persuade them otherwise. With the help of the Lord, they can remain faithful and
overcome all types of temptations. Read chapter 3 for more information on this topic. In
the later part of chapter 3, Paul gives some family instructions and tells employees to do a
good job for their employers.

Paul concludes the letter with some final instructions.

COLOSSIANS 4:2-6

2 CONTINUE STEADFASTLY IN PRAYER, BEING WATCHFUL IN IT WITH
THANKSGIVING.
3 AT THE SAME TIME, PRAY ALSO FOR US, THAT GOD MAY OPEN TO US A
DOOR FOR THE WORD, TO DECLARE THE MYSTERY OF CHRIST, ON ACCOUNT
OF WHICH I AM IN PRISON—
4 THAT I MAY MAKE IT CLEAR, WHICH IS HOW I OUGHT TO SPEAK.
5 WALK IN WISDOM TOWARD OUTSIDERS, MAKING THE BEST USE OF THE
TIME.
6 LET YOUR SPEECH ALWAYS BE GRACIOUS, SEASONED WITH SALT, SO THAT
YOU MAY KNOW HOW YOU OUGHT TO ANSWER EACH PERSON.

Paul closes the letter with some more greetings.
Next we will discuss the personal letter that Paul wrote to Philemon. He, as usual,
begins with a greeting, but this one is different. It begins with the first mention that he

considers himself a prisoner of Jesus Christ. He continues by expressing thanksgiving for
Philemon’s faith and his love for the church.
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The next book written by Paul from Rome is Philemon. It was written to Philemon as a
plea to request forgiveness for his runaway servant Onesimus, who was a new believer in
Jesus Christ. The book of Philemon consists of only one chapter.

In verses 1-7, Paul gives his greetings to Philemon and presents his appreciation and
gratitude for Him as a brother and worker in Jesus Christ. Philemon was most likely a
wealthy member of the church in Colosse. It seems Paul begins by softening up Philemon,
as to prepare him initially, before mentioning Onesimus his runaway slave. Philemon was
apparently angry with his absent slave.

PHILEMON, Verses 4-6

4 1 THANK MY GOD, MAKING MENTION OF THEE ALWAYS IN MY PRAYERS,

5 HEARING OF THY LOVE AND FAITH, WHICH THOU HAST TOWARD THE
LORD JESUS, AND TOWARD ALL SAINTS;

6THAT THE COMMUNICATION OF THY FAITH MAY BECOME EFFECTUAL BY
THE ACKNOWLEDGING OF EVERY GOOD THING WHICH IS IN YOU IN CHRIST
JESUS.

Verses 8-25, consist of Paul’s appeal for Onesimus,

PHILEMON, Verses 10-11

10 I BESEECH THEE FOR MY SON ONESIMUS, WHOM I HAVE BEGOTTEN IN MY
BONDS:

11 WHICH IN TIME PAST WAS TO THEE UNPROFITABLE, BUT NOW
PROFITABLE TO THEE AND TO ME:

Onesimus had run away and traveled to Rome where he met Paul. While there, Onesimus
surrendered his life to Christ. Philemon, under Roman law, could execute his slave for
fleeing however, Paul pleas with Philemon to accept his servant. Paul goes one-step further
and asks Philemon not only to accept his slave, but also to accept Onesimus as a brother in
Christ and to overlook his faults and errors.

PHILEMON, Verses 15-16

15 FOR PERHAPS HE THEREFORE DEPARTED FOR A SEASON, THAT THOU
SHOULDEST RECEIVE HIM FOR EVER;

16 NOT NOW AS A SERVANT, BUT ABOVE A SERVANT, A BROTHER BELOVED,
SPECIALLY TO ME, BUT HOW MUCH MORE UNTO THEE, BOTH IN THE FLESH,
AND IN THE LORD?

Onesimus would carry this letter back and give it to Philemon. Onesimus is later
mentioned at the end of the book of Colossians as a faithful and beloved brother.

COLOSSIANS 4:9

9 WITH ONESIMUS, A FAITHFUL AND BELOVED BROTHER, WHO IS ONE OF
YOU. THEY SHALL MAKE KNOWN UNTO YOU ALL THINGS WHICH ARE DONE
HERE.
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Paul relates his love and appreciation for Onesimus and he asks Philemon to receive
Onesimus back, not as a servant, but as a brother. Onesimus had accepted Jesus as his
Savior under Paul’s ministry. So, Paul declares that Onesimus is a new man.

PHILEMON 17-19

17 IF THOU COUNT ME THEREFORE A PARTNER, RECEIVE HIM AS MYSELF.
18 IF HE HATH WRONGED THEE, OR OWETH THEE OUGHT, PUT THAT ON
MINE ACCOUNT;

19 I PAUL HAVE WRITTEN IT WITH MINE OWN HAND, I WILL REPAY IT:
ALBEIT I DO NOT SAY TO THEE HOW THOU OWEST UNTO ME EVEN THINE
OWN SELF BESIDES.

Paul, with confidence, asks Philemon, not only to forgive Onesimus, but to do even
more for Onesimus by providing a place for him in which to live. He then closes the letter
by stating that he is believing that he will be released from prison and will also need a place
to live.

Paul’s first prison term ended after his imprisonment for two years. Luke, in the
Book of Acts, does not continue to tell about Paul’s life after this point. This is somewhat
strange since we know that Luke was definitely with Paul for the later years of his life, most
likely until Paul was beheaded. But now back to the writings of the Apostle Paul.

The next letters that Paul were Titus and 1 and 2 Timothy. It is uncertain which
letter was written first. All three letters together are referred to as the Pastoral Epistles.
Like the letter to Philemon, these letters were written to indivivuals, whereas, his other
letters had been written to Christian congregations or churches.

Paul opens the letter to Titus with a long, solemn greeting and blessing.

TITUS 1:1-4

1 PAUL, A SERVANT OF GOD, AND AN APOSTLE OF JESUS CHRIST, ACCORDING
TO THE FAITH OF GOD'S ELECT, AND THE ACKNOWLEDGING OF THE TRUTH
WHICH IS AFTER GODLINESS;

2 IN HOPE OF ETERNAL LIFE, WHICH GOD, THAT CANNOT LIE, PROMISED
BEFORE THE WORLD BEGAN;

3 BUT HATH IN DUE TIMES MANIFESTED HIS WORD THROUGH PREACHING,
WHICH IS COMMITTED UNTO ME ACCORDING TO THE COMMANDMENT OF
GOD OUR SAVIOUR;

4 TO TITUS, MINE OWN SON AFTER THE COMMON FAITH: GRACE, MERCY,
AND PEACE, FROM GOD THE FATHER AND THE LORD JESUS CHRIST OUR
SAVIOUR.

Paul commissions Titus to carry on the work that he, Paul, had been doing. The first series
of orders from Paul for Titus are found in the remainder of the first chapter. They include
instructions for the establishment and qualifications of presbyter-bishop ministers in the

towns of Crete. These men are to be responsible, convincing teachers. The second series of
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orders in the body of this letter are found in the second chapter and the first eleven verses
of the third chapter. In these verses, Titus is told that all of the people of God, both male
and female, young and old are to live visibly good and attractive lives as witnesses for their
fellow men. They are to share messages regarding the blessing that the crucified Savior has
in store for those who put their faith in him. Titus, himself, must confront the present
Jewish-Christian troublemakers with their disobedience and the reminder that they have
relapsed into the evil life that preceded rebirth. Paul was very emphatic that Titus do this.
Titus was also to encourage the faithful to live out what they believe; and, last of all, he was
not to waste time debating the Scripture with false teachers.

Two missionaries were then sent to replace Titus and he was instructed to meet Paul
in Actium as soon as the replacements arrived.

As the composition closes (3:12-15a), an introduction appears for the pair of
missionaries who bear the letter, commending their cause to the support of their fellow
Christians in Crete. Titus is summoned to meet Paul at Actium (Nicopolis) as soon as his
replacement from the Pauline entourage appears.

The first letter to Timothy is next. This letter is concerned with the metropolis of
Ephesus and Christian converts that come mainly from paganism. Paul opens this letter
with a brief apostolic greeting and blessing for Timothy and immediately instructs Timothy
to discredit the teachers who were trying to convince new converts that they must adhere to
the Law.

In chapter two of this letter, Paul focuses on public worship. He deals first with the
dispositions appropriate for the men in the assembly, then for the women. Finally, in
chapter three, the order turns to the qualifications and dispositions required in those who
minister to the assembly. The ministerial offices have the titles of bishop and deacon. In the
first place, the ideal bishop must have certain virtues and not have vices that disqualify him
as a candidate. Secondly, the qualification for deacons is given.

1 TIMOTHY 3:1-8

1 THIS IS A TRUE SAYING, IF A MAN DESIRE THE OFFICE OF A BISHOP, HE
DESIRETH A GOOD WORK.

2 A BISHOP THEN MUST BE BLAMELESS, THE HUSBAND OF ONE WIFE,
VIGILANT, SOBER, OF GOOD BEHAVIOUR, GIVEN TO HOSPITALITY, APT TO
TEACH;

3 NOT GIVEN TO WINE, NO STRIKER, NOT GREEDY OF FILTHY LUCRE; BUT
PATIENT, NOT A BRAWLER, NOT COVETOUS;

4 ONE THAT RULETH WELL HIS OWN HOUSE, HAVING HIS CHILDREN IN
SUBJECTION WITH ALL GRAVITY;

5 (FOR IF A MAN KNOW NOT HOW TO RULE HIS OWN HOUSE, HOW SHALL HE
TAKE CARE OF THE CHURCH OF GOD?)

6 NOT A NOVICE, LEST BEING LIFTED UP WITH PRIDE HE FALL INTO THE
CONDEMNATION OF THE DEVIL.
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7 MOREOVER HE MUST HAVE A GOOD REPORT OF THEM WHICH ARE
WITHOUT; LEST HE FALL INTO REPROACH AND THE SNARE OF THE DEVIL.
8 LIKEWISE MUST THE DEACONS BE GRAVE, NOT DOUBLETONGUED, NOT
GIVEN TO MUCH WINE, NOT GREEDY OF FILTHY LUCRE;

9 HOLDING THE MYSTERY OF THE FAITH IN A PURE CONSCIENCE.

10 AND LET THESE ALSO FIRST BE PROVED; THEN LET THEM USE THE
OFFICE OF A DEACON, BEING FOUND BLAMELESS.

11 EVEN SO MUST THEIR WIVES BE GRAVE, NOT SLANDERERS, SOBER,
FAITHFUL IN ALL THINGS.

12 LET THE DEACONS BE THE HUSBANDS OF ONE WIFE, RULING THEIR
CHILDREN AND THEIR OWN HOUSES WELL.

13 FOR THEY THAT HAVE USED THE OFFICE OF A DEACON WELL PURCHASE
TO THEMSELVES A GOOD DEGREE, AND GREAT BOLDNESS I

The conclusion of the church order comes with some prophetic and hymn-like texts.

1 TIMOTHY 3:14-16

14 THESE THINGS WRITE I UNTO THEE, HOPING TO COME UNTO THEE
SHORTLY:

15 BUT IF I TARRY LONG, THAT THOU MAYEST KNOW HOW THOU OUGHTEST
TO BEHAVE THYSELF IN THE HOUSE OF GOD, WHICH IS THE CHURCH OF THE
LIVING GOD, THE PILLAR AND GROUND OF THE TRUTH.

16 AND WITHOUT CONTROVERSY GREAT IS THE MYSTERY OF GODLINESS:
GOD WAS MANIFEST IN THE FLESH, JUSTIFIED IN THE SPIRIT, SEEN OF
ANGELS, PREACHED UNTO THE GENTILES, BELIEVED ON IN THE WORLD,
RECEIVED UP INTO GLORY.

Chapter 4 continues the church order.

1 TIMOTHY 4:1-5

1 NOW THE SPIRIT SPEAKETH EXPRESSLY, THAT IN THE LATTER TIMES
SOME SHALL DEPART FROM THE FAITH, GIVING HEED TO SEDUCING
SPIRITS, AND DOCTRINES OF DEVILS;

2 SPEAKING LIES IN HYPOCRISY; HAVING THEIR CONSCIENCE SEARED WITH
A HOT IRON;

3 FORBIDDING TO MARRY, AND COMMANDING TO ABSTAIN FROM MEATS,
WHICH GOD HATH CREATED TO BE RECEIVED WITH THANKSGIVING OF
THEM WHICH BELIEVE AND KNOW THE TRUTH.

4 FOR EVERY CREATURE OF GOD IS GOOD, AND NOTHING TO BE REFUSED, IF
IT BE RECEIVED WITH THANKSGIVING:

S FORIT IS SANCTIFIED BY THE WORD OF GOD AND PRAYER.

At this point Paul addresses Timothy again giving him the second commission.
The first section of this commission addresses Timothy personally as a Pauline teacher,
faithful to the apostolic instruction that he has received, putting it into practice for his own
sake and for the sake of his fellow Christians, to whom he reads out the OT and whom he
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teaches in the assembly for public worship. For this task he has received a gift through a
presbyterial laying on of hands.

In the second section of the commission, the implication is that the household was
conceived of as the primary unit in the local church and that this was to be Timothy’s
primary concern. Timothy’s supervision of an order of widows is described in terms of an
already traditional church order. His relationship to an order of presbyters is delineated
next, again using traditional materials.

The third and final section of the Pauline commission turns to the problems which
wealth creates among believers. Then 1 Timothy closes with a summary warning to avoid
speculative adventures and to adhere to the content of the preceding apostolic commissions.

The Second Epistle to Timothy assumes the form of an epistolary testament in the name
of Paul on the eve of his death to Timothy as his child and heir. In 2 Timothy, the apostle is
no longer conceived of as in transit (as in Titus and 1 Timothy) but as under arrest in
Rome (1:16-17; 2:9). Thence he writes to summon Timothy from Asia Minor (probably
from Ephesus), where the previous letter had left him (2 Tim 1:16, 18; 4:9, 11-12, 19).

2 Timothy opens with a brief apostolic greeting and blessing for Timothy (1:1-2), which
corresponds closely (but not exactly) with the opening of 1 Timothy. A lengthy prayer of
thanksgiving (vv 3—14) immediately follows, reminding one of the regular practice in the
rest of the Pauline corpus but not of the other PE. The prayer rehearses Timothy’s faith-
history as a basis for his present courageous stand with Paul, who is suffering for being
herald, apostle, and teacher of the Gospel.

The body of the epistolary testament (2:1—4:8) has been inserted between two personal
notes (1:15-18 and 4:9-22), which can be read together. A similar preexisting envelope
appears to have been used in composing the Epistle to Titus in its present form. The notes
here not only transmit news about what has happened to Paul since his arrest, transfer to
Rome, and imprisonment; they also provide instructions for Timothy to join him, and
include a greeting for the house churches in Ephesus.

The testament within this framework falls into three major sections: the first, devoted
mainly to the testator, Paul himself (2:1-13); the second, to those whose teachings and lives
are a threat to the validity of the proposed will (2:14-3:9); the third and final section, to the
legitimate heir, Timothy (3:10—4:8). It is Paul himself who is depicted as mandating the
transmission of his apostolic teaching and his gospel. Timothy and those he picks to carry
on this apostolic work must be ready to suffer as Paul. The second section of the testament
prepares Timothy to withstand those who would overthrow the Pauline heritage,
particularly by evacuating the reality from the final resurrection and the accompanying
judgment. The third and final section of the testament turns to the legatee, Timothy, in his
relation to the legator, Paul. Three subdivisions are marked in Greek by a recurring sy de,
“You, however ...” (3:10, 14; 4:5). The first recalls Paul’s apostolic life and sufferings from
the first days when Timothy witnessed them in Pisidian Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra.
Then Timothy is urged to continue living out the faith he had received through Paul and
through Timothy’s mother and grandmother, a faith fully grounded in the Scriptures of
Israel. With this heritage he has to prepare for the Lord’s judgment by indefatigable
proclamation of the Pauline word to erring Christians. The closing section turns from
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Paul’s heir to the apostle himself, who is about to die to this life, but who is alive with hope
in and love for “the upright judge, the Lord” (4:8), who will recompense him.

After the personal notes mentioned previously, 2 Timothy ends in 4:22 with a double
prayer, first for Timothy and then for all believers who have been privileged to overhear
the extended conversation between Paul and his child that has occupied 1 and 2 Timothy.!

Several years later, Paul fell victim to a great persecution of Christians which arose
in 64 A.D. after much of Rome burned in a devastating fire. The Christian community,
which was thought by many to be an unusual and somewhat strange sect, was a convenient
scapegoat. Christians were ostracized, tortured, and murdered in barbaric ways. During
this time of persecution, Paul was imprisoned in Rome and finally beheaded in about 66
A.D. His last remaining words were written from his prison cell and are preserved in his
second epistle to Timothy. In it, there are surprisingly no words of condemnation for the
emperor or for the Roman political system by which he was imprisoned and soon to be
executed. He merely writes: “Do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me
his prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the Gospel according to the power of
God” (2 Tim 1:8).

I have saved the Book of Hebrews to last since it may or may not have been written
by the Apostle Paul. To me, it sounds a lot what Paul would have written so I am going to
give him credit for it. It was written mainly to the Hebrew believers. It was written
approximately 67 A.D. Its purpose was to present the Lord Jesus Christ as perfect and
superior in comparison to anything Judaism and the old covenant had to offer. The author
was writing to a group of Christians who were under intense persecution and some were
contemplating a return to Judaism. He admonished them not to turn away from their only
hope of salvation.

In chapters 1-10:18, the author repeatedly demonstrates Jesus Christ as preeminent
over the angels, Moses and Old Testament priesthood.

HEBREWS 1:1-6

1 GOD, WHO AT SUNDRY TIMES AND IN DIVERS MANNERS SPAKE IN TIME PAST
UNTO THE FATHERS BY THE PROPHETS,

2 HATH IN THESE LAST DAYS SPOKEN UNTO US BY HIS SON, WHOM HE HATH
APPOINTED HEIR OF ALL THINGS, BY WHOM ALSO HE MADE THE WORLDS;

3 WHO BEING THE BRIGHTNESS OF HIS GLORY, AND THE EXPRESS IMAGE OF
HIS PERSON, AND UPHOLDING ALL THINGS BY THE WORD OF HIS POWER,
WHEN HE HAD BY HIMSELF PURGED OUR SINS, SAT DOWN ON THE RIGHT
HAND OF THE MAJESTY ON HIGH;

4 BEING MADE SO MUCH BETTER THAN THE ANGELS, AS HE HATH BY
INHERITANCE OBTAINED A MORE EXCELLENT NAME THAN THEY.
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5 FOR UNTO WHICH OF THE ANGELS SAID HE AT ANY TIME, THOU ART MY
SON, THIS DAY HAVE I BEGOTTEN THEE? AND AGAIN, I WILL BE TO HIM A
FATHER, AND HE SHALL BE TO ME A SON?

6 AND AGAIN, WHEN HE BRINGETH IN THE FIRSTBEGOTTEN INTO THE
WORLD, HE SAITH, AND LET ALL THE ANGELS OF GOD WORSHIP HIM.

HEBREWS 3:3

3FOR THIS MAN WAS COUNTED WORTHY OF MORE GLORY THAN MOSES,
INASMUCH AS HE WHO HATH BUILDED THE HOUSE HATH MORE HONOUR
THAN THE HOUSE.

HEBREWS 5:6 and 10

5 SO ALSO CHRIST GLORIFIED NOT HIMSELF TO BE MADE AN HIGH PRIEST;
BUT HE THAT SAID UNTO HIM, THOU ART MY SON, TO DAY HAVE 1
BEGOTTEN THEE.

10 CALLED OF GOD AN HIGH PRIEST AFTER THE ORDER OF MELCHISEDEC.

The writer explains that the New Covenant is greater than the Old Covenant because Jesus
was the perfect, permanent sacrifice, rather than the Old Testament sacrifices. The author
also presents the power and authority of the Word of God.

HEBREWS 4:12

12 FOR THE WORD OF GOD IS QUICK, AND POWERFUL, AND SHARPER THAN
ANY TWOEDGED SWORD, PIERCING EVEN TO THE DIVIDING ASUNDER OF
SOUL AND SPIRIT, AND OF THE JOINTS AND MARROW, AND IS A DISCERNER OF
THE THOUGHTS AND INTENTS OF THE HEART.

In chapters 10:19-13, the writer explains that Faith is superior to the work of the Old
Covenant.

HEBREWS 11:1
1 NOW FAITH IS THE SUBSTANCE OF THINGS HOPED FOR, THE EVIDENCE OF
THINGS NOT SEEN.

Chapter 11 is Faith’s Hall of Fame where all of the faithful individual’s from the Old
Testament are highlighted in this chapter. Faith in Jesus Christ is our source of salvation.

HEBREWS 12:2

2 LOOKING UNTO JESUS THE AUTHOR AND FINISHER OF OUR FAITH; WHO FOR
THE JOY THAT WAS SET BEFORE HIM ENDURED THE CROSS, DESPISING THE
SHAME, AND IS SET DOWN AT THE RIGHT HAND OF THE THRONE OF GOD.

All are able to trust in Jesus Christ knowing that He always remains the same.
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HEBREWS 13:8
8 JESUS CHRIST THE SAME YESTERDAY, AND TO DAY, AND FOR EVER.
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