CHAPTER FORTY-SEVEN
THE BOOK OF REVELATION

Evidence within this book indicates that it was written during a period of extreme
persecution of Christians. Possibly, it was written during the time that Nero, as they say fiddled
while Rome burned in 64 AD. Nero actually continued the persecution of Christians until he
committed suicide in June, 68 AD. John, the one who recorded the information found in this
book, experienced such persecution. He had been banished to Patmos by the Roman authorities.
While there, John, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, was given a series of vivid visions
containing symbolic images and numbers that echo those found in the prophetic books of the
Old Testament. Many of the visions picture the same event just from different perspectives. All
of the visions put together make up one revelation. It is the Book of Revelation—not
Revelations.

The Revelation is the apocalypse of Jesus Christ—that is, all of the glory and honor
given to Jesus that the Father has, in covenant given to Christ as the crowning reward for His
work as our mediator. The purpose of this book is to show us what must take place between the
first and second coming of Jesus and to give us adequate warning what we must do in order to
be ready to meet Jesus when He returns. From all indications, that could be at any time now.
This is why it is necessary for us to do everything that we can, with God’s help, to overcome the
flesh, the world system and the evil one. We must be able to declare at any given moment “Even
so come quickly, Lord Jesus.”

REVELATION 1:1

1 THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST, WHICH GOD GAVE UNTO HIM, TO
SHEW UNTO HIS SERVANTS THINGS WHICH MUST SHORTLY COME TO PASS;
AND HE SENT AND SIGNIFIED IT BY HIS ANGEL UNTO HIS SERVANT JOHN:

This Revelation of Jesus, the Messiah, was given to John, the beloved disciple, by a
heavenly messenger who had been commissioned by the Lord to make known the
apocalyptic wonders. The message, however, was not just for John. It was for all of God’s
servants, including us. Remember, Daniel was told that the information he was given was
for the far-off future and that he was not to publish it. John, on the other hand, was told
that his information would shortly come to pass.

REVELATION 1:2
2 WHO BARE RECORD OF THE WORD OF GOD, AND OF THE TESTIMONY OF
JESUS CHRIST, AND OF ALL THINGS THAT HE SAW.

John had been well-known in the churches as one who taught the Word of God and

shared the testimony of Jesus Christ. He had declared the things that he had both had seen
and heard regarding the ministry of Jesus.
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REVELATION 1:3

3 BLESSED IS HE THAT READETH, AND THEY THAT HEAR THE WORDS OF
THIS PROPHECY, AND KEEP THOSE THINGS WHICH ARE WRITTEN THEREIN:
FOR THE TIME IS AT HAND.

All scripture is profitable, for doctrine, for reproof, for correction and instruction in
righteousness that the man of God may be thoroughly furnished unto all good works. Some
portions, however, are more precious, especially significant, and requires our attention to a
greater degree than other portions. The Book of Revelation is such a portion. This book
draws away the veil which hangs between us and Jesus and lifts us up into the sublimest
things of heaven. It shows us the offices that are assigned unto that Meek Lamb. It shows
us the history of our Savior’s person, all glorious and exalted. It shows us His great
ministrations in the church and in the universe. It tells of His coming again from the throne
and in the power of his Father with the armies of heaven with him. Most of all, it dwells on
the great apocalypse, the condition in which it will find the world, what it will bring to His
prepared and waiting saints, what it will inflict upon lukewarm believers, infidels, and
evil-doers, and what will the character and issues of that great day of God Almighty. It tells
what the church will be till Christ comes, what it will be in that period of dreadful trial,
what satan and his children will attempt, and how the Lord Jesus shall trample them down
under the glory of His power, raise the dead, renew the world, and set up forever His
blessed reign in it.

The Book of Revelation shows us what will be the final triumphs and rewards of the
saints for their present griefs and toils. It shows us what will be the future of our world;
how it will be renewed, cleansed, beautified, and invested with heavenly excellencies; and
how light and knowledge and glory of God is to become its eternal possession. It is an
instrument of security and attainment to save us from surprise when Jesus comes, and
from the tribulation which shall try the indifferent, as well as a passport to admit us to the
Marriage Supper of the Lamb and to the highest award of eternity. Indeed, it is a precious
book and happy are they who study it. The Lord will open our hearts to its teachings and
make us partakers of the blessings it foretells!

REVELATION 1:4

4 JOHN TO THE SEVEN CHURCHES WHICH ARE IN ASIA: GRACE BE UNTO
YOU, AND PEACE, FROM HIM WHICH IS, AND WHICH WAS, AND WHICH IS TO
COME; AND FROM THE SEVEN SPIRITS WHICH ARE BEFORE HIS THRONE;

John addressed his message to the seven churches in Asia province. The message is not to
the seven churches collectively. The churches are not considered one body, but separate
local congregations under its own minister. Each church having its own particular
situation.

John’s writings began the message with a greeting that was common in those day.
He wished the churches peace indeed, but it was to be a peace preceded by and rooted in
the grace and favor that could only come from God. No man could possibly offer such
peace. Only the Absolute One who knows no change nor dependence on time or place, the
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One whom the present, the past, and the future are one and the same eternal now, only He
can provide such peace. In addition to God the Father giving such peace, John wrote that it
also comes from seven spirits which are before His throne. We all know that there is only
one Holy Spirit. The implication here is that the Holy Spirit offers peace in the full
completeness of His office. He gives comfort and edification to all the subjects of God’s
redeeming grace.

Seven is the number of perfection. As there were seven churches which we know
really comprises the one Body of Christ, there are seven spirits of God making up the
completeness of the one gracious administration of the Holy Ghost. The Holy Spirit is a
member of the Trinitarian God-Head. He goes forth from the throne of God fulfilling the
purposes of Him who sits on the throne. He works the good pleasure of the Father’s will,
making His grace availing in them and for them. He fills us with peace and joy. He helps us
regarding infirmities. He witnesses our adoption into the family of God. He carries out all
the divine administrations of the kingdom of grace.

REVELATION 1:5

S AND FROM JESUS CHRIST, WHO IS THE FAITHFUL WITNESS, AND THE
FIRST BEGOTTEN OF THE DEAD, AND THE PRINCE OF THE KINGS OF THE
EARTH. UNTO HIM THAT LOVED US, AND WASHED US FROM OUR SINS IN HIS
OWN BLOOD,

The other person of the God-Head is the Lord Jesus Christ. He also provides peace
to the believers, in fact, without Him no man could ever have peace. Jesus is the
personification of our peace. He is our Loyal Witness. He is the Firstborn from the Dead.
He is going to return as the Ruler of all earthly Kings. It is His blood that has washed away
all our sin. The decree went forth, a releasing word was spoken, our forgiveness was
declared when Jesus left His tomb. All that any man has to do is to believe and receive to
himself the glorious reprieve.

REVELATION 1:6
6 AND HATH MADE US KINGS AND PRIESTS UNTO GOD AND HIS FATHER; TO
HIM BE GLORY AND DOMINION FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.

We are not only loved, and freed from our sins, but if indeed we are Christians, we are
princess and priests, named and anointed for immortal regencies and eternal priesthoods.
Oh, that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for His wonderful works toward
the children of men!

REVELATION 1:7

7 BEHOLD, HE COMETH WITH CLOUDS; AND EVERY EYE SHALL SEE HIM,
AND THEY ALSO WHICH PIERCED HIM: AND ALL KINDREDS OF THE EARTH
SHALL WAIL BECAUSE OF HIM. EVEN SO, AMEN.

John says “behold”—that is, sit up and take notice! He proclaims that Jesus, is going to
return. He did not go to heaven to stay there. He went to prepare a place for us and is going
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to return in person for us so that we can be with Him. This is the immutable truth of God.
It was predicted by the prophets and promised by Christ Himself. The testimony of angels
confirmed it and the apostles proclaimed it. It was believed by all the early Christians,
acknowledged in all the church creeds, sung of in all the church Hymn-books, and was
prayed about in all the church liturgies. It was so much a part of the very life of
Christianity that without it, there would be no Christianity.

Jesus is going to return with clouds which is the same manner in which He ascended
into heaven. These, however, are going to be clouds of majesty and glory, showing the
pomp and splendor of Him who makes the clouds His chariot and Who walks on the wings
of the wind. Every eye is going to see Him, but note it does not say at the same time or in
the same sense or with the same feeling.

Of all the people who will wish that they had accepted Him as Savior will be the
ones who betrayed Him and those who actually murdered Him, but, as you know, it is
already too late for them. Fear and dread will fall upon all the wicked. Men’s hearts will
fail them. This is true for all the unbelievers, but especially for the Jewish people. He was
one of them, but they rejected him. This is just one of the reasons that we, Christian
Americans, must reach out to Israel through our prayers and support.

REVELATION 1:8
8 I AM ALPHA AND OMEGA, THE BEGINNING AND THE ENDING, SAITH THE
LORD, WHICH IS, AND WHICH WAS, AND WHICH IS TO COME, THE ALMIGHTY.

Letters from a to z are used to make words. Words give us the ability to think and
then to express our thoughts. Jesus is the Word of God. He is the personification of the
thoughts of God which He manifested here on earth and continues to do so through the
work of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus is the First because all things originated with Him. He is the Last because in Him
shall all things have their consummation.

Usually, the words “which is, was, and to come” are used to describe the Eternal
Father. Here they are used to describe Jesus, the second person of the God-Head. He is the
I Am who is the express image of the Father. Jesus is the same yesterday, today and
forever. Like the Father, He is Almighty. He has been placed over all things. Everything is
under His feet. The earth is His footstool. He is the King of all Kings.

REVELATION 1:9

9 1JOHN, WHO ALSO AM YOUR BROTHER, AND COMPANION IN TRIBULATION,
AND IN THE KINGDOM AND PATIENCE OF JESUS CHRIST, WAS IN THE ISLE
THAT IS CALLED PATMOS, FOR THE WORD OF GOD, AND FOR THE
TESTIMONY OF JESUS CHRIST.

At the time of the Revelation, John was the only remaining apostle, and, perhaps,

the only remaining survivor of those with whom Christ had personally conversed. John
says that there is nothing special about him, he is just a brother who is a co-partner in
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tribulation. Likewise, he says that he is in the Kingdom of God and that he is patiently
waiting in Jesus. He is there all alone on the island called Patmos—exiled there for teaching
and preaching God's Word and being a witness of Jesus.

REVELATION 1:10
10 I WAS IN THE SPIRIT ON THE LORD'S DAY, AND HEARD BEHIND ME A
GREAT VOICE, AS OF A TRUMPET,

It was Sunday and John was in the Spirit, most likely, praying. He heard a loud voice
behind him. It was a trumpet--clear, piercing and very attention getting. This was God’s
way of assuring John that it was He who was speaking and what was about to be spoken
was very important. John was about to be commissioned by God regarding the whole
apocalypse. John was told to write in a book the information that he was about to receive.

REVELATION 1:11-13

11 SAYING, I AM ALPHA AND OMEGA, THE FIRST AND THE LAST: AND, WHAT
THOU SEEST, WRITE IN A BOOK, AND SEND IT UNTO THE SEVEN CHURCHES
WHICH ARE IN ASIA; UNTO EPHESUS, AND UNTO SMYRNA, AND UNTO
PERGAMOS, AND UNTO THYATIRA, AND UNTO SARDIS, AND UNTO
PHILADELPHIA, AND UNTO LAODICEA.

12 AND I TURNED TO SEE THE VOICE THAT SPAKE WITH ME. AND BEING
TURNED, I SAW SEVEN GOLDEN CANDLESTICKS;

13 AND IN THE MIDST OF THE SEVEN CANDLESTICKS ONE LIKE UNTO THE
SON OF MAN, CLOTHED WITH A GARMENT DOWN TO THE FOOT, AND GIRT
ABOUT THE PAPS WITH A GOLDEN GIRDLE.

As John turned to see who was speaking to him, he saw a gold menorah with seven
branches. Each branch represents one of the seven churches which was to be addressed by
God.

Churches do not have light within themselves, but they hold forth and diffuse the
light which they have from the Oil of Grace and Fire of the Spirit. Gold is a costly,
precious, glorious, and considered a royal sacred metal. A congregation of Christians
gathered together is the most precious thing on earth. The church is the pure gold of the
world. Seven designates the whole Christian body of all times and all places. John saw in
the center, the Son of Man in a robe and gold breastplate. Referred to here as Son of Man
because Jesus was made in all respect like his brethren. He was in the middle of the
candlesticks. The word declares that where two or three are gathered together in his name,
He is in the midst of them. The robe which He was wearing denotes official dignity and
celestial majesty at which observers are to bow down in the deepest reverence.

REVELATION 1:14

14 HIS HEAD AND HIS HAIRS WERE WHITE LIKE WOOL, AS WHITE AS SNOW;
AND HIS EYES WERE AS A FLAME OF FIRE;

His hair was a blizzard of white. White hair denotes deity, purity, fatherhood, and wisdom.
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His eyes burn with an all-penetrating intelligence. His sharp look is one of inspiring
warmth to the good, as well as discomfiting and consuming terror to the hypocritical and
the godless.

REVELATION 1:15
15 AND HIS FEET LIKE UNTO FINE BRASS, AS IF THEY BURNED IN A FURNACE;
AND HIS VOICE AS THE SOUND OF MANY WATERS.

His feet are like brass that has been heated until they are white hot. It is upon these feet of
holiness that our Lord walks among the churches. With them, He shall tread down all
abominations, and crush the anti-christ and satan and all who unhappily set aside His
authority and His claims. The voice of the Lord is powerful; it is full of majesty. It
overthrows His enemies and gives salvation to the believers. The voice of the Lord scatters
the proud and gives joys and confidence to the lowly.

REVELATION 1:16

16 AND HE HAD IN HIS RIGHT HAND SEVEN STARS: AND OUT OF HIS MOUTH
WENT A SHARP TWOEDGED SWORD: AND HIS COUNTENANCE WAS AS THE
SUN SHINETH IN HIS STRENGTH.

You will notice when we get to verse 20 that the King James Version of the Bible calls the
stars, angels. A better translation says that they are the ministers of the seven churches.
Christ walks in the midst of the candlesticks, but He holds the ministers in His right hands.
Ministers partake directly of Christ’s authority and are responsible directly to Him.

The sword that comes out of his mouth is a word-sword. Christ further explains that
His Words will be the Judge in the last days. His words are quick and powerful, and
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit,
and of the joints and marrow. The churches are lamps, the ministers are stars, but Jesus is
the sun.

REVELATION 1:17

17 AND WHEN I SAW HIM, I FELL AT HIS FEET AS DEAD. AND HE LAID HIS
RIGHT HAND UPON ME, SAYING UNTO ME, FEAR NOT; I AM THE FIRST AND
THE LAST:

Like Daniel, John was slain in the Spirit and fell at the feet of the messenger. Also
like Daniel, John was pulled upright. All that it took was a single utterance of “fear not” to
make everything all right with John. Jesus is saying the same to us. We have nothing to
fear, our best days are yet ahead. God determined the end from the beginning. We win!

REVELATION 1:18

18 I AM HE THAT LIVETH, AND WAS DEAD; AND, BEHOLD I AM ALIVE FOR
EVERMORE, AMEN; AND HAVE THE KEYS OF HELL AND OF DEATH.
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Another name for Jesus is the Living One. Jesus once again being declared equal in
every way to the Eternal Father. We are the dying ones until our being is sustained by Him
who gives life. He who had life within Himself from all eternity, He who was made to be life
before any creature was formed, became a dead person. His state of physical death and His
separation from the Father, that is the second death, was but for an instant compared to
eternity. But it was enough for the Plan of Salvation to be completed when followed by His
resurrection. He was returned to the possession and exercise of the attributes of the ever-
living. Jesus then proclaims that death is not a place. It is a fearful power, locking up and
holding tight all who come under its sway. But again, we do not have to fear the hold of
death for Jesus has the keys of death and hades.

1 CORINTHIANS 15:55
55 O DEATH, WHERE IS THY STING? O GRAVE, WHERE IS THY VICTORY?

ROMANS 8:11

11 BUT IF THE SPIRIT OF HIM THAT RAISED UP JESUS FROM THE DEAD
DWELL IN YOU, HE THAT RAISED UP CHRIST FROM THE DEAD SHALL ALSO
QUICKEN YOUR MORTAL BODIES BY HIS SPIRIT THAT DWELLETH IN YOU.

REVELATION 1:19
19 WRITE THE THINGS WHICH THOU HAST SEEN, AND THE THINGS WHICH
ARE, AND THE THINGS WHICH SHALL BE HEREAFTER;

John had been given a presentation of the character, titles, and administrations of our
Risen and Glorified Lord in relation to the seven churches in Asia. As you know, these
seven churches represent all churches down through the ages. John was told to write down
everything he sees: things that are, things about to be. In other word, get the message out to
the people. Unlike Daniel’s message, John’s message was for the near future.

REVELATION 1:20

20 THE MYSTERY OF THE SEVEN STARS WHICH THOU SAWEST IN MY RIGHT
HAND, AND THE SEVEN GOLDEN CANDLESTICKS. THE SEVEN STARS ARE THE
ANGELS OF THE SEVEN CHURCHES: AND THE SEVEN CANDLESTICKS WHICH
THOU SAWEST ARE THE SEVEN CHURCHES.

Without the ordinance to preach, there would be no church. Without the church, there
would be no Christian kingdom. Without the Christian kingdom, there would be no
apostasy, no beast, and no false prophet. That may sound good, but that would also mean
that there is no salvation. We would be eternally separated from God. So, the whole
substance of the Book of Revelation, the whole drama of God’s providence within the book,
derives itself out of the office of the preacher of the Word. That why I am going to explain
the Book of Revelation to you the best that I possibly can. The only way that I can do that is
with the help of the Holy Spirit.

We are now ready to begin to focus on the different messages that God instructed
John to write to the seven churches of Asia. Remember that the seven churches represent
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all churches at that time, as well as churches in all subsequent generations. The messages
are to be interpreted historically, pastorally, and practically, with immediate application
instructing the seven actual Asian churches. It must be understood that these messages also
carried with them an ongoing application to all local churches throughout church history.
They gave discernment as to where the various churches stood spiritually before the Lord.
They also had an ongoing personal application, exhorting the individual to be an
overcomer. As we go through these different messages, you should note that each letter
followed a sevenfold pattern. First, a commission was given to the pastor of the church.
Secondly, each letter had a character description of Jesus Christ. Third, there was a
compliment or commendation for each of the churches with the exception of Sardis and
Laodicea. Fourth, an order was given to stop whatever they were doing wrong with the
exception of Smyrna and Philadelphia. Fifth, a correction with various imperatives was
stated. Sixth, a challenge was repeated seven times. Beginning with the fourth letter, the
challenge follows the covenant promise. Last of all, there was a statement of a covenant
promise which is a facet of Christ Himself and is a gift to every member of the body of
Christ.

Even though these messages were given to John by Jesus after He had ascended into
heaven, it is obvious that they are not the words of just an absent Lord. They are sentences
of a present Judge who is engaged in the solemn act of inspection and decision. Remember
from chapter one that Jesus was walking among the candlesticks or churches. These are
messages which are a prominent and vital part of the apocalypse. They pronounce special
benedictions upon its attentive readers and hearers. Like the parables, they consist
exclusively of Christ’s own Words, and are the very last which we have directly from Him.

The seven churches to whom the messages written were very obscure assemblies.
Their congregations quietly gathered around the altars of a simple worship. They were
basically unnoticed by the world, in the midst of which they were planted, or if they were
observed only to be despised. But, neglected or persecuted on earth, we see from these
messages that they were considered to be of great importance in heaven. They had the very
first place in the blessed Savior’s regard. They warned of doings among the power and
authority of this world. Seals were to be opened at which heaven should shake, the sun be
darkened, the stars fall, and mountains and islands move from their places. Trumpets were
to be blown which should turn the very rains to hail. Fire and blood would fall from the
sky, and the pit would open. The earth would be filled with woe. Battles were to be fought,
in heaven and on earth, and vials of wrath emptied, and scenes enacted over which heaven
should shout Hallelujah.

But in advance of all, and above all, the mind of the Great Judge was on His little
companies of believers and to them He gave His first attention. “Write,” He said, “and send
to the seven churches. When we come to inspect what is written, we find the messages were
addressed to the pastors in charge of the different churches. The message, however, was
not just for the pastor—it is for the whole church. With God sending the messages to the
pastors, He was following ecclesiastical order to bind the congregations very closely with
their pastors and their pastor with them. This is very important fact. Churches are to
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assemble in one mind and one accord. Please understand that Jesus is the Head of the
church.

EPHESIANS 1:20-23

20 WHICH HE WROUGHT IN CHRIST, WHEN HE RAISED HIM FROM THE DEAD,
AND SET HIM AT HIS OWN RIGHT HAND IN THE HEAVENLY PLACES,

21 FAR ABOVE ALL PRINCIPALITY, AND POWER, AND MIGHT, AND DOMINION,
AND EVERY NAME THAT IS NAMED, NOT ONLY IN THIS WORLD, BUT ALSO IN
THAT WHICH IS TO COME:

22 AND HATH PUT ALL THINGS UNDER HIS FEET, AND GAVE HIM TO BE THE
HEAD OVER ALL THINGS TO THE CHURCH,

23 WHICH IS HIS BODY, THE FULNESS OF HIM THAT FILLETH ALL IN ALL.

COLOSSIANS 1:18-19

18 AND HE IS THE HEAD OF THE BODY, THE CHURCH: WHO IS THE
BEGINNING, THE FIRSTBORN FROM THE DEAD; THAT IN ALL THINGS HE
MIGHT HAVE THE PREEMINENCE.

19 FOR IT PLEASED THE FATHER THAT IN HIM SHOULD ALL FULNESS DWELL;

Jesus is the Head and the pastors are accountable to Him.

JEREMIAH 3:8
15 AND I WILL GIVE YOU PASTORS ACCORDING TO MINE HEART, WHICH
SHALL FEED YOU WITH KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING.

EPHESIANS 4:11-13

11 AND HE GAVE SOME, APOSTLES; AND SOME, PROPHETS; AND SOME,
EVANGELISTS; AND SOME, PASTORS AND TEACHERS;

12 FOR THE PERFECTING OF THE SAINTS, FOR THE WORK OF THE MINISTRY,
FOR THE EDIFYING OF THE BODY OF CHRIST:

13 TILL WE ALL COME IN THE UNITY OF THE FAITH, AND OF THE
KNOWLEDGE OF THE SON OF GOD, UNTO A PERFECT MAN, UNTO THE
MEASURE OF THE STATURE OF THE FULNESS OF CHRIST:

This places a huge responsibility on the pastors which can only be carried out with the
anointing of the Holy Spirit. Any other order in the church would be insurrection against
God. This is a doctrine from which many deplorable abuses have sprung. The position of
pastors is not that of lordship, but a service, not a service commanded of man, but of God.
A pastor is to hear for the church, receive for the church, and to answer for the church
which has been committed to his care. He is its chief, its guardian, its watchman, the under-
shepherd of the flock. He is to receive the Word at the mouth of the Lord and to present it
faithfully to his people. He is to see that the Word of God is accepted, observed and obeyed
according to the true intent of its Divine Author.

Christ looks to the pastors for the right ordering of his churches. He addresses His
judgments, rebukes, and his directions to the pastors as if the whole estate of the churches
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were wrapped up in the pastors. As long as the pastors keep themselves in right standing
with the Lord, whoever hears them, hears from the Lord and whoever despises the pastors,
despises the Lord. Let me hasten to add, pastors are not priests in the sense of being the
only one who can hear from God. Every individual member of the congregation is to
commune with the Lord, making intercession for himself and for the needs of others and
listening for God’s reply. Every member of the congregation can study the Word for
himself and interpret it as God sheds light on the Word. Pastors and members of the
congregation can also edify the church through the gifts of the Holy Spirit. Again, pastors
are to lead the local churches as God gives directions through the written Word as it is
anointed by the Holy Ghost. But all of us are responsible to carry out the will of God for
our individual lives.

There are some general statements regarding the will of god for all of us. For
instance, we are all to receive the Word of God for ourselves and then we are to take the
gospel into all the world.

MARK 16:15
15 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, GO YE INTO ALL THE WORLD, AND PREACH
THE GOSPEL TO EVERY CREATURE.

Every single one of us is to be an ambassador for the Kingdom of God.

2 CORINTHIANS 5:20
20 NOW THEN WE ARE AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST, AS THOUGH GOD DID
BESEECH YOU BY US:

Then there are some specific things that God calls us as individuals to carry out.
The degree to which we carry out, or fail to carry out His will, determines the rewards we
will receive when we get to heaven. With all this being said, we are almost ready to start
looking at the messages to the different churches. It seems that these early churches which
were founded and instructed by apostles and their students would have been perfect in
every way. It seems they would have been pure and free from evils, heresies and defections.
That was not the case; they were just like the churches of today. They were not 100%
perfect, just as we all know, the churches of today are not absolutely perfect. Someone said,
“If there was such a thing as a perfect church, it would no longer be perfect when you got
there.” The early churches intermingled good and bad and were full of the workings of
depravity as of the fruits of a true faith. There was much to commend, but quite as much to
censure. There were worthy sons and daughters of the Most High, whose conversations
were in heaven, but many more whose love had cooled, whose hearts were in the world.
They had a name of being alive (Christian), but they were dead. They esteemed themselves
rich and increased with goods and needing nothing. Down inside, they knew they were
wretched, and miserable and poor. They were blind and naked before God. With five of
the seven churches, Christ finds serious faults. In one of the five, He could find nothing to
commend. Two alone pass the solemn inspection, and even then, they were n contact with
elements which He condemns.
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It is my intent to always be attentive to the voice of God and to do His will for my
life. I trust that you have made a similar commitment to our Lord and Savior.

First and most distinguished church to whom a message was to be written was the
Ephesian church. It had previously had a strong impulse toward God, very earnest in its
worship. It had had a real zeal for the Kingdom of God. For some reason, it had weakened
in its relation with God.

REVELATION 2:1-7

1 UNTO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH OF EPHESUS WRITE; THESE THINGS
SAITH HE THAT HOLDETH THE SEVEN STARS IN HIS RIGHT HAND, WHO
WALKETH IN THE MIDST OF THE SEVEN GOLDEN CANDLESTICKS;

21 KNOW THY WORKS, AND THY LABOUR, AND THY PATIENCE, AND HOW
THOU CANST NOT BEAR THEM WHICH ARE EVIL: AND THOU HAST TRIED
THEM WHICH SAY THEY ARE APOSTLES, AND ARE NOT, AND HAST FOUND
THEM LIARS:

3 AND HAST BORNE, AND HAST PATIENCE, AND FOR MY NAME'S SAKE HAST
LABOURED, AND HAST NOT FAINTED.

4 NEVERTHELESS I HAVE SOMEWHAT AGAINST THEE, BECAUSE THOU HAST
LEFT THY FIRST LOVE.

S REMEMBER THEREFORE FROM WHENCE THOU ART FALLEN, AND REPENT,
AND DO THE FIRST WORKS:; OR ELSE I WILL COME UNTO THEE QUICKLY,
AND WILL REMOVE THY CANDLESTICK OUT OF HIS PLACE, EXCEPT THOU
REPENT.

6 BUT THIS THOU HAST, THAT THOU HATEST THE DEEDS OF THE
NICOLAITANS, WHICH I ALSO HATE.

7 HE THAT HATH AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH UNTO THE
CHURCHES; TO HIM THAT OVERCOMETH WILL I GIVE TO EAT OF THE TREE
OF LIFE, WHICH IS IN THE MIDST OF THE PARADISE OF GOD.

Ephesus may have been John’s home church before he was put on the Isle of Patmos. He
was to write to the pastor of the church in Ephesus. Remember from chapter one that
Jesus walks among the seven candlestick for the purpose of trimming the candlesticks and
making certain that they have enough oil to continue to burn. It is He who holds them in
His right hand. This gives Him the power and authority to remove any candle or church
which is not sharing light to the world. He speaks and says to the Ephesian church, "I see
what you've done, your hard, hard work, and your refusal to quit. I know you can't
stomach evil—you have been able to discern apostolic pretenders and there have been
many of them who have come along. I know your persistence, your courage in My cause—
that you never wear out. You have been faithful and firm in your discipline. You have been
cheerful as you have patiently endured burdens for My sake.

King James Version says that Jesus declared, “I have somewhat against you.”
Literally, Jesus is sayings that which you need to correct started out as a small thing, but
now because of it, it has escalated into everything. “You have walked away from your First
Love — why? What's going on with you, anyway? I, Jesus, am your All-in-All. Why would
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you turn from Me? Without Me being the Head of the church, you can no longer be
considered Christian.

The Ephesian church had allowed the spiritual vitality springing from love for the
Lord to degenerate into orthodox routine. It had become an unloving orthodox church. So
Jesus had John to write, “Ephesus church, do you have any idea how far you've fallen? It is
a lucifer-kind of fall!
Just as he had been in the presence of God and then proceeded to break God’s one-and-
only real law, the law of love, you have the same. You have put Me, Jesus, some other place
in your life other than in first place. You see, I, Jesus, require absolute devotion and I
reject lackadaisical, half-hearted followers. Zeal for the Lord is not optional for his
disciples.

Devotion willingly submits to Jesus’ discipline because it recognizes his love in it.
Jesus wants us, his followers to give our love for Him first place in our lives. We must
commit ourselves, of course spiritually to Christ, but also our emotions and intellect to
Him. "Turn back! Recover your early love. Repent, and return to your first works.
Otherwise, you will be unchurched entirely. No time to waste, for I am coming to the
Ephesian church—present tense—not referring to His second coming but that He, right
then, was well on His way to that church. If they would repent, He would bring blessings to
them. It they would not repent, then He was going to bring judgment upon the church by
removing their light from the golden lampstand. Spiritual death would set in. It was their
choice as to which they received, blessings or a judgment of darkness. A congregation may
continue to exist without being a light in the darkness, they are just a part of darkness.

He did not stop with that. Jesus added, "You do have this to your credit: you hate
the Nicolaitan business. I hate it, too. Apparently, the Nicolaitans claimed some kind of
superior, religious status that permitted idolatry and immorality. The very name means to
devour or conquer the people. In a sense, they were the Isis of that day, at least from a
spiritual standpoint.

The word “hate” that is used twice in this verse means to detest or love less. Jesus
complemented the Ephesians for detesting the actions of the Nicolaitans because He
detested their actions, as well. ""Are your ears awake? Listen.” The word “listen” means to
heed. Christians are to heed to the Holy Spirit’s Words, as He is blowing through the
churches. Saints, we must learn to develop spiritual ears so we can hear what God is
saying. Wise believers take time to listen with their spiritual hearing what the Holy Spirit is
saying to the church.

This is needed today as it was in the first century. One who hears and follows the
voice of the Holy Spirit does not need to fear the deception that leads to apostasy. Rather,
he will walk where Jesus requires and will grow in the things of the Spirit of God, which
produce healthy, vibrant, spirit-filled churches capable of preaching Jesus to all the world,
letting the world know that Jesus is about to call those who are faithful listeners to dinner.
Only those individuals and/or churches who have returned to their first-love will be
allowed into the meal. Only the ones who have overcome the world are on the guest list.
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Look back to verse seven. The word “overcome” is military terminology, suggesting
combat against the forces of the evil one. An overcomer, be it an individual or a church,
remains faithful in the midst of persecution and doctrinal error. An overcomer is victorious
over temptations and trials and over all adverse things, in general. Being able to do this, is
proof of their faith. This is the primary emphasis in revelation. To such a person or church,
Jesus says that He will grant power and authority to feast on a banquet of tree-of-life fruit,
a supper that has been plucked from God's orchard, just for them.

Also, in verse seven, the tree-of-life symbolizes spiritual sustenance to maintain
eternal life. It produces enjoyment of eternal nourishment to eternal rejuvenation. Since
the lack of the first love is a lack of life, the promise of heavenly life is awesome.

This feast takes place in paradise. The word “paradise” is a Persian word used to
designate the heavenly garden of God. The symbolism suggests the perfect fellowship that
God and humankind enjoyed in Eden before the fall. Adam had been created in the image
of God and was an eternal being from the day he was made out of the dust. He had
everything that he would ever need right there in the garden—not in heaven, but right here
on earth.

Likewise, we are eternal beings from the time we are conceived. God has promised
us that every need we have has already been taken care of. Jesus is the “Iam of the New
Testament.” He is everything that we need at the very time that we need it. He meets our
every need with life and it more abundantly. As long as Jesus is our First-Love, we are in
paradise where we will spend eternity with Him. We are like the thief on the cross. Jesus is
saying, “Today, you will be with Me in paradise.”

The second letter that Jesus told John to write was to the church at Smyrna. He was
to address the letter to the angel/pastor of the church who in return was to share the
information with the congregation. The name “Smyrna” signifies myrrh, and aromatic
exudation from a thorny tree. Normally, in that day and time, this myrrh was used in the
embalming of the dead. From a spiritual sense, it was associated with it the idea of
something grateful to God, and connected also with death and resurrection.

As we go through this second message, you will see that the name Smyrna describes
the church in Smyrna. The Smyrna church was the church of myrrh, or bitterness, and yet
agreeable and precious unto the Lord. You will note that Jesus does not have a complaint
against this church.

REVELATION 2:8-11

8 AND UNTO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH IN SMYRNA WRITE; THESE THINGS
SAITH THE FIRST AND THE LAST, WHICH WAS DEAD, AND IS ALIVE;

I KNOW THY WORKS, AND TRIBULATION, AND POVERTY, (BUT THOU ART
RICH) AND I KNOW THE BLASPHEMY OF THEM WHICH SAY THEY ARE JEWS,
AND ARE NOT, BUT ARE THE SYNAGOGUE OF SATAN.

10 FEAR NONE OF THOSE THINGS WHICH THOU SHALT SUFFER: BEHOLD, THE
DEVIL SHALL CAST SOME OF YOU INTO PRISON, THAT YE MAY BE TRIED;
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AND YE SHALL HAVE TRIBULATION TEN DAYS: BE THOU FAITHFUL UNTO
DEATH, AND I WILL GIVE THEE A CROWN OF LIFE.

11 HE THAT HATH AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH UNTO
THE CHURCHES; HE THAT OVERCOMETH SHALL NOT BE HURT OF THE
SECOND DEATH.

The city of Smyrna was a very rich, beautiful city—a city of great commercial greatness. It
was situated on a harbor of the Agean Sea. Jesus starts off this message by referring to
Himself as the Beginning and Ending, the First and Final One, the Once Dead and then the
Come Alive Person.

His purpose for using these references to Himself was to express support for and
encouragement to the church at Smyrna since it was totally in contrast to the city of
Smyrna.

Jesus speaks through John and tells him to write to the pastor at Smyrna who most
likely was a man named Polycarp. The pastor was then to tell the congregation that Jesus
said, "I can see your constant pain and dire poverty. Like with the church at Ephesus,
Jesus knew exactly what was going on with the church at Smyrna. He was well aware that
this was a very poor and persecuted church. It was poor and persecuted because the large
Jewish population of Smyrna did their best to make life miserable for the Christians. It is
somewhat unclear whether Jesus was referring to real Jews or Judaizing Christians. Also,
a pagan group joined forces with the Jews to come against this church. The group of Jews
and pagans boycotted anything the Christians did, making an economic hardship on the
Christians. They also spoiled the goods of the church. The Jewish synagogue in Smyrna
was named the “Synagogue of the Lord,” but it had become the “synagogue of satan”
because it was filled with hostile, unbelieving Jews. Jesus knew that the Smyrna church
was the only real Synagogue of the Lord in Smyrna.

Jesus does not mention any special works that this church had done. The best that
could be said about it was that it was rich in Spirit even though it was viewed as poor by
the world. In fact, the spiritual richness of the church was the about the only thing that it
had going for it. A poor church in the midst of persecution and suffering, cannot be
expected to do much. To endure steadfastly is, then, all that can be looked for, and is
worthy of highest commendation.

The devil and his crew hated the faithfulness of these Christians. The Christians
were established in the knowledge of God, trusting Him for understanding and wisdom in
the face of persecution. So, satan wanted this church destroyed.

Jesus forewarned the Smyrna Christians. He said to them, “Fear nothing! Even
when the devil throws some of you in jail for a time of testing. Christians, you need to
understand. The devil does not like you! He is your enemy, your accuser, and your tempter.
So, your loyalty to Me is going to be tried. Your strength may even be weakened. Your
opinions will be challenged. The enemy will try to alter your disposition. The enemy will
do his best to destroy your faith.
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Your patience will be tried. Your character will be tested. '""Don't quit, even if it costs you
your life. You must be ready and willing to be a martyr at all times, but know that this will
not last forever.” Jesus said that the devil may have intended for this persecution to last a
long time. Satan wanted to show that he had power over the church and the world, in
general. Jesus had other intentions—that is, to show satan that he is not as great as he
thinks he is. Jesus displayed his power and authority by limiting this time of testing to ten
days. In Biblical time, this may have been ten years—still Jesus is showing that satan does
not have free reign to persecute the Christians for a real long period of time.

In fact, satan’s days are numbered. Just as satan thought he was in charge when he
had Jesus crucified, he thought he was in control of this situation in dealing with the
Christians at Smyrna. Satan just does not want to admit that all of time is under God’s
control. Jesus, told this group of Christians to never give up—hang in there believing—
hold on to your belief—never renounce your faith in Jesus.

As a side note, it is believed that it was during this time of persecution that Polycarp
was tried, martyred and burned. It is those who endure to the end—they are the ones who
will be saved. Jesus reassured the Smyrna Christians that He has a crown-of-life sized,
ready and waiting for you. It carries with it, the diadem of a king, and a wreath that is
place around the neck of the victor. These denote the saints’ victory in the contest of the
earth and their authority as kings in the kingdom of heaven.

"Are your ears awake? Listen. Listen to the wind words, the spirit blowing through
the churches. Christ-conquerors are safe from devil-death—that is the second death." The
second death is eternal separation from God. It is eternal damnation. In contrast, we
already have eternal life. We are going to live forever in the presence of Jesus. We are
going to worship Him and kneel before the throne of God from which the river of life flows
with the fruit bearing tree of life on its banks. Everything there will be imperishable and
unfading. Death will be a thing of the past.

To summarize, the church at Smyrna was persecuted unto death, embalmed in the
precious spices of its suffering, yet, holy in the midst of tribulation and full of blessed hopes
for the resurrection of the saints. It looked beyond the present circumstances with joyous
hopes for the world to come.

We are now ready for the third message that John was instructed by the Lord to
write to the church in Pergamos, other translations call the place Pergamum. Pergamos
was the oldest city of the province and the official seat of the Roman government. It was
here that the Roman Supreme Court was located. Pergamos is believed to have been the
origin of Christian persecution. Just as the meaning of the name Syrmna had a significant
relation to what went on with the church at Syrmna, the same is true with the name
Peragamos. It denotes marriage which is what the church at Pergamos did with heathen
religions.
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REVELATION 2:12-17

12 AND TO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH IN PERGAMOS WRITE; THESE
THINGS SAITH HE WHICH HATH THE SHARP SWORD WITH TWO EDGES;

13 I KNOW THY WORKS, AND WHERE THOU DWELLEST, EVEN WHERE
SATAN'S SEAT IS: AND THOU HOLDEST FAST MY NAME, AND HAST NOT
DENIED MY FAITH, EVEN IN THOSE DAYS WHEREIN ANTIPAS WAS MY
FAITHFUL MARTYR, WHO WAS SLAIN AMONG YOU, WHERE SATAN
DWELLETH.

14 BUT 1 HAVE A FEW THINGS AGAINST THEE, BECAUSE THOU HAST THERE
THEM THAT HOLD THE DOCTRINE OF BALAAM, WHO TAUGHT BALAC TO
CAST A STUMBLING BLOCK BEFORE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, TO EAT
THINGS SACRIFICED UNTO IDOLS, AND TO COMMIT FORNICATION.

15 SO HAST THOU ALSO THEM THAT HOLD THE DOCTRINE OF THE
NICOLAITANS, WHICH THING, I HATE.

16 REPENT; OR ELSE I WILL COME UNTO THEE QUICKLY, AND WILL FIGHT
AGAINST THEM WITH THE SWORD OF MY MOUTH.

17 HE THAT HATH AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH UNTO
THE CHURCHES; TO HIM THAT OVERCOMETH WILL I GIVE TO EAT OF THE
HIDDEN MANNA, AND WILL GIVE HIM A WHITE STONE, AND IN THE STONE A
NEW NAME WRITTEN, WHICH NO MAN KNOWETH SAVING HE THAT
RECEIVETH IT.

Again, the message was written to the pastor of the church with the instructions that
he was to share the information with the congregation. In this case, the pastor may have
been a bishop by the name of Carpus. Jesus identified Himself in this message as the one
with the sharp-biting sword drawn from the sheath of his mouth — out of which come
sword words. He was saying that He had the capability and authority to perform internal
surgery, removing anything that was harmful to His body, the church.

Jesus continued by saying, “I know thy works, and I see where you live, right under
the shadow of satan's throne, in other words, you live in a place that closest to hell on earth.
Satan’s throne may refer to a 200-foot-high altar to Zeus or to the fact that Pergamos was
the center of emperor worship. Obviously, this was a very wicked city. It was the darkest
center of pagan abomination. To point this out even more, the city was the center of the
worship of Aesciepius, the god of healing, whose symbol was a serpent, which to Christians
symbolizes satan.

The Lord Jesus then pointed out that this church had kept its courage and
endurance in Christ. You have held fast My name—that is, revelation and knowledge of
the essence and governance of Christ. You have not denied my faith—that is, you have
rested on my faithfulness. You did this even when the pressure was worst, when they
martyred Antipas. Antipas had been a witness who stayed faithful to the Lord even though
he was on satan's turf. He must have been the first Christian martyred in Asia for his faith.
He was placed in an image of a bull which was heated until it was red-hot.
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But I have a few things against you. you have allowed people to become members of
the church who hold the doctrine of Balaam. Why have you indulged that Balaam crowd?
You have permitted them to infiltrate your congregation under the pretense that they
might accept Christianity. As a result, they have managed to cast stumbling blocks before
the Children of Israel. Stumbling blocks refer to the part of a trap where the bait is placed
and the touching of which causes the trap to close on its prey. It also refers to any loop or
noose set in the path which should entangle the foot of the unsuspecting walker and cause
him to stumble and fall.

Don't you remember that B alaam was an enemy agent, seducing Balak and
sabotaging Israel's holy pilgrimage by throwing unholy parties where all kinds of immoral
sexual acts were committed. Because of your acceptance of these heathens, many of the
Children of Israel who were faithful members of the church at Pergamos were
unsuspectingly tricked into eating things sacrificed unto idols and to committing
fornication.

We should accept this as a warning to us. We, all, unconsciously, by careless
walking, by seeking what pleases ourselves rather than edifying others are in danger of
being caught in a similar trap. Without a doubt, some churches today have already been
trapped. These are the churches today who are (quote “coexisting and fellowshipping”
with muslims, fooling themselves into believing that muslims worship the same God that we
worship, just with a different name. I’m sure you are aware that some churches have come
up with what they consider a combination of Christianity and Islam, calling it Chrislam. I
know you know that Christianity cannot be combined with anything else. That would make
it a religion instead of a lifestyle. God is not into religions.

To make things even worse, this Pergamos church had allowed the Nicolaitans to
force their way into the congregation, as well. Jesus asked, “Why do you put up with the
Nicolaitans. They do the same thing as the followers of Balaam? You know I detest their
practices. Repent; enough is enough! Don't give in to them. You, the church at Pegamos,
must cleanse yourself from all the paganism that you have tolerated and even endorsed. I'll
be with you soon. I'm fed up with this false worship, wicked pretenses, and base alliances of
earthly and satanic practices. You have permitted disorderly conduct under the cloak of
liberty. I’m about to cut the heathen into pieces with my sword-sharp words. If you do not
repent, I will purge the whole church with my word of judgment. This will be a humiliation
for the church. Your authority as a church will be suspended. How is this to be done?
Prophets are to accomplish what the bishop has neglected to do. A spiritual conflict will
take place and victory will be won by the preached Word of God. Are your ears awake?
Listen. Listen to the spirit blowing through the churches. If you repent, I'll give the sacred
manna to every conqueror.”

Jesus is referring to the pot of manna that had been kept in the ark of the covenant.
It is Jewish belief that this pot of manna had been hidden by Jeremiah or taken to heaven
by an angel at the time of the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC. It is interesting that
Jesus would make this promise of giving the church manna. They believe that it will
remain in heaven until the Messiah comes. He does this to contrast the impure communion
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of idolatrous sacrifices and to characterize the enjoyment of the highest, heavenly
communion with Jesus and the holy and blessed, as the partaking of a manna which is still
hidden.

Jesus added, “I'll also give a clear, smooth stone inscribed with your new name, your secret
new name." In Biblical days, juries voted for acquittal by casting a white stone in an urn.
The stone represents the recognition of the verification and righteousness of the new life.
Special stones were also used as tokens for various purposes, such as rewards for victors in
games.

New name refers to the imputed character of Christ. Are you ready to hear the next
message that John was told to write? It was for the church in Thyatira. Thyatira was a city
which sponsored frequent idolatrous feasts and orgies. It was famous for woolen goods and
a “royal purple dye.” This is the place where Lydia lived, but she apparently was not
connected with this particular church at Thyatira. Interestingly, the name Thyatira means
daughter. This has significance with what was going on in the church at Thyatira.

Like the first three messages, this message was written to the pastor of the church.
The pastor was a very liberal bishop.

REVELATION 2:18-29

18 AND UNTO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH IN THYATIRA WRITE; THESE
THINGS SAITH THE SON OF GOD, WHO HATH HIS EYES LIKE UNTO A FLAME
OF FIRE, AND HIS FEET ARE LIKE FINE BRASS;

19 I KNOW THY WORKS, AND CHARITY, AND SERVICE, AND FAITH, AND THY
PATIENCE, AND THY WORKS; AND THE LAST TO BE MORE THAN THE FIRST.
20 NOTWITHSTANDING I HAVE A FEW THINGS AGAINST THEE, BECAUSE
THOU SUFFEREST THAT WOMAN JEZEBEL, WHICH CALLETH HERSELF A
PROPHETESS, TO TEACH AND TO SEDUCE MY SERVANTS TO COMMIT
FORNICATION, AND TO EAT THINGS SACRIFICED UNTO IDOLS.

21 AND I GAVE HER SPACE TO REPENT OF HER FORNICATION; AND SHE
REPENTED NOT.

22 BEHOLD, I WILL CAST HER INTO A BED, AND THEM THAT COMMIT
ADULTERY WITH HER INTO GREAT TRIBULATION, EXCEPT THEY REPENT OF
THEIR DEEDS.

23 AND I WILL KILL HER CHILDREN WITH DEATH; AND ALL THE CHURCHES
SHALL KNOW THAT I AM HE WHICH SEARCHETH THE REINS AND HEARTS:
AND IWILL GIVE UNTO EVERY ONE OF YOU ACCORDING TO YOUR WORKS.
24 BUT UNTO YOU I SAY, AND UNTO THE REST IN THYATIRA, AS MANY AS
HAVE NOT THIS DOCTRINE, AND WHICH HAVE NOT KNOWN THE DEPTHS OF
SATAN, AS THEY SPEAK; I WILL PUT UPON YOU NONE OTHER BURDEN.

25 BUT THAT WHICH YE HAVE ALREADY HOLD FAST TILL I COME.

26 AND HE THAT OVERCOMETH, AND KEEPETH MY WORKS UNTO THE END,
TO HIM WILL I GIVE POWER OVER THE NATIONS:
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27 AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON; AS THE VESSELS OF A
POTTER SHALL THEY BE BROKEN TO SHIVERS: EVEN AS I RECEIVED OF MY
FATHER.

28 AND I WILL GIVE HIM THE MORNING STAR.

29 HE THAT HATH AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH UNTO
THE CHURCHES.

The message begins with the Son of God doing the talking. This title expresses the
relationship and fellowship, plus an equality and identity of nature between the Father and
the Son. As Jesus speaks, His eyes are pouring flames of fire, piercing through the very
spirit of the church. His purpose was to expose what He saw and to judge it accordingly.
His holy feet of furnace-fired bronze in glowing motion passed over the fanaticism of the
people in judgment, turning them over to the worthlessness of themselves.

Jesus then tell john to write this: "I see everything you, the faithful, have been doing
for me. Your love and your faith, your steadfastness and your persistence even while under
persecution and temptations is impressive. You have been active in services and charities,
patient in reliance upon God’s promises, and increasingly vigorous in its endeavors. Your
work has actually grown to the degree that your last work is greater than your first. You
get better at it every day. This is totally opposite to the Ephesian church.

On the other hand, I have something against you. Remember that God is the Holy
One, that He is pure light, and that He knows and judges all impurity, even when it is
arrayed in the closest semblance of holiness. You, church at Thyatira, are lacking in proper
zeal for the maintenance of godly discipline and doctrine. The whole character of the
church has been modified. You have let that Jezebel who calls herself a prophet mislead my
dear servants into cross-denying, self-indulging religion.

Jezebel was the wife of King Ahab who promoted Canaanite religion in Israel. Her
name is used here symbolically to denote that this New Testament woman was just as
wicked as the Old Testament Jezebel. To make matters worse, she may have been the wife
of the pastor. Contrary, to the fact, that a woman was the first Christian in Thyatira, it
was now a woman, a false prophetess who was leading the people into literal and spiritual
fornication. She has torn down the governance of the church, set aside the true prophets of
God and taken over the possession of the church for her impurities. The church was
completely subject to her power. I gave her a chance to change her ways, but she has no
intention of giving up a career in the god-business. I'm about to cast her into a sick bed.”

As you know, sometimes, not all times, sin may cause sickness in the physical body,
even resulting in premature death. Her partners, as they play their sex-and-religion games,
are going to receive the kind of punishment unless they repent. This Jezebel and those who
commit adultery with her will be instruments of their own destruction. It should go without
saying that this group will be excommunicated from the church.

I pray that we will never have to excommunicate anyone from this church. But
based on the Scripture, after the Biblical process has been followed in dealing with a
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person who refuses to repent and pay restitution, it does become necessary to bar that
individual from being a part of the church.

Jesus continues by saying that her children are her followers and I’ll kill them, as
well. Jesus here declares that the second generation of Jezebel’s followers will be wiped
out. Then every church will know that I do not tolerate sin indefinitely and that it is I who
has the power of both physical and spiritual death. I x-ray every motive, every lust, every
passion that you conger up in your minds. I know the intents of your hearts. I am
omniscience. I make sure you guilty ones get what's coming to you. You must understand
that every divine judgment upon the world is a manifestation of the Lord’s glory. Divine
judgment is necessary for the advancement and strengthening of believers in knowledge.
“To the rest of you Thyatirans, who have nothing to do with this outrage, you have scorned
this playing around with the devil. So, continue to hold on to the truth you have until I get
there. Be consistence in your faith. You have not accepted the erroneous doctrines. You
have not dived into the depths of satan’s trickery. You have not tolerated Jezebel’s
sinfulness. You have kept your eyes open to the Kingdom of God. All of this has laid some
mighty heavy burdens upon you. Be assured, I'll not make life any harder for you than it
already is. There is, however, one more thing left for you that will be burdensome. You are
going to have to cleanse the church by excommunicating the false teachers, unless they
repent. I know that such action is painful and is a heavy task, but I promise to bless you
when this has been done. Here's the reward I have for every conqueror, everyone who
keeps at it, refusing to give up. You have done all to stand and you have remained standing.
Therefore, you will rule the nations with Me, your Shepherd-King. I rule as firm as an iron
staff and the enemy’s resistance is fragile as clay pots. This was the gift My Father gave
me; I pass it along to you. With Me, you will play a part in triumphing over evil and
evildoers. This is not the beginning of the blessedness and glory of the new life. It is the
consummation. The power of Christianity over the heathen of the world, begins with the
victorious power of the Christian spirit over heathen works and ways.

This is why we cannot accept political correctness and heathen religions as worshipping the
same god we worship. We must now, here on earth, begin to rise above the forces of
darkness. We must now take power, authority, and dominion over the things of this world.
Jesus is not waiting to the end of the world to rule with the iron rod. Everything has been
put under his feet, therefore, they are under our feet. Literally, this says that we are to
shepherd the flock by using severe discipline. To carry this out more, it literally means to
use the iron scepter to break earthen vessels to pieces. Of course, the dashing in pieces is a
spiritual act, and one that is performed only in proportion to the resistance offered. In
addition to ruling with Jesus, you will receive the morning star! He is the morning star. He
is the full dawn of the New Testament day. He is our ultimate reward. The promise is that
the pure and unadulterated Christian, as a victor over fanaticisms, shall, in advance of
others, behold the Morning Star of the new time, the last time, and the coming of theLord,
as if that morning star belonged to Him, and only Him. That is the kind of relationship that
we have with Jesus. We shall stand in the morning radiance of eternity, in the full
enjoyment of Christian hope, Christian progress, and the true celebration of the coming of
Christ before it actually happens. Jesus gives us a beautiful ornament, bearing a near
relation to the Redeemer Himself as a bright sun. This is a pledge that darkness has passed.

641



We will fade away into his glory as the morning star in the sky gives way to the superior
brightness of sun. "Are your ears awake? Listen. Listen to the wind words, the Spirit
blowing through the churches." It is time to shout unto the Lord with the voice of triumph.

The fifth message that Jesus directed to the churches of Asia was to the Sardis
church. The name Sardis may have come from the name of a precious stone, called sarda
which was found in that particular area. This stone was sometimes used as an amulet to
drive away fear, give boldness, inspire cheerfulness, sharpen wit, and protect against
witchcraft and sorceries. The Hebrews assigned it the signification of remnant, or an
escaped few. Others have said that the word, sardis, denotes something new or renewed. A
further explanation uses the word, sardis, to denote a builder’s rule, or a measuring line.

The city of Sardis was the ancient capital of the kingdom of Lydia. It was under the
rule of a man named king Croesus. It was he who was the first to issue gold coins. Sardis
was a very bad city of luxury, apathy, and licentious religiosity. It later faded away into
nothing more than a very poor village. A massive earthquake attributed to this great
decline.

As we study this message to the church at Sardis, there are several things we are to
learn. We are to learn that believers are to constantly strengthen the things of God that
have become established in our lives. We are to learn that being ready to repent for any
failure, to make right any sin, will cause us to refine our walk in the Spirit. Also, we should
realize that outward works do not always indicate a right condition of heart, but a right
condition of the heart produces good works. As Christians, we are not to be lulled to sleep
because of a good reputation. We must keep on pressing into Jesus. We must make sure to
practice the Biblical teachings we have received. Obeying God’s Word should be our
number one goal.

REVELATION 3:1-6

3 AND UNTO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH IN SARDIS WRITE; THESE THINGS
SAITH HE THAT HATH THE SEVEN SPIRITS OF GOD, AND THE SEVEN STARS; I
KNOW THY WORKS, THAT THOU HAST A NAME THAT THOU LIVEST, AND ART
DEAD.

2 BE WATCHFUL, AND STRENGTHEN THE THINGS WHICH REMAIN, THAT ARE
READY TO DIE: FOR I HAVE NOT FOUND THY WORKS PERFECT BEFORE GOD.
3 REMEMBER THEREFORE HOW THOU HAST RECEIVED AND HEARD, AND
HOLD FAST, AND REPENT. IF THEREFORE THOU SHALT NOT WATCH, I WILL
COME ON THEE AS A THIEF, AND THOU SHALT NOT KNOW WHAT HOUR I
WILL COME UPON THEE.

4 THOU HAST A FEW NAMES EVEN IN SARDIS WHICH HAVE NOT DEFILED
THEIR GARMENTS; AND THEY SHALL WALK WITH ME IN WHITE: FOR THEY
ARE WORTHY.

S HE THAT OVERCOMETH, THE SAME SHALL BE CLOTHED IN WHITE
RAIMENT; AND I WILL NOT BLOT OUT HIS NAME OUT OF THE BOOK OF LIFE,
BUT I WILL CONFESS HIS NAME BEFORE MY FATHER, AND BEFORE HIS
ANGELS.
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6 HE THAT HATH AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH UNTO THE
CHURCHES.

Just as the previous messages were written to the pastor, this message was no different. The
pastor at Sardis was Bishop Melito.

Jesus speaks. He says, “I am the One who is holding the Seven Spirits of God in one hand, a
firm grip on the seven stars with the other.” The Seven Spirits, mentioned are the seven
characteristics or abilities of Jesus.

He is anointed without measure.

He is omniscience, penetrating the innermost recesses.
Jesus has unlimited power to punish and reward.

He is holy as the Father is holy.

Jesus is the sender of the Holy Ghost.

He is the fullness of all spiritual gifts.

He can restore to life that which was dead.

NN R BN

It is through these seven traits that Jesus communicates with the church. The seven stars,

the pastors, receive their vital light from the Seven Spirits. It is through the pastors that the
church receive light. We must see in this combination a hint of the relation between Christ,
as the Giver of the Holy Ghost, and as the Author of a ministry of living men in His church.

Jesus continued, “I see right through your work. You have a reputation for vigor
and zest. You have a name that says you are a church, but it is only an outward semblance
of a church. Your condition is desperate. Your works are imperfect. The sum of your
works are a sham Christianity. You were taught that which was right and good. Think of
the message you heard with your ears. Realize that you did not properly hold on to it. You
did not even attempt to build on what God gave to you. Even when you defied and escaped
the sorceress, you suffered your garments to drag in other defilements. You have allowed
the new life that God gave you to die. At best, the church is like a drooping plant. You
profess, but have no vitality. You boast that you have great accomplishments, yet, you have
no fruit to show for it. Your purity has turned to immorality. It appears that you're dead,
stone dead.” Of course, Jesus was talking about spiritual death. But then he says, “Up on
your feet! Take a deep breath! Maybe there's life in you yet. But I wouldn't know it by
looking at your busywork. Reach out and grasp that newness of life again.”

Jesus was telling the church to do more than just wake up. “Watchfulness or
wakefulness must now become as mush an attribute of the church’s life as carelessness and
indifference had been in the past. The church must turn back to God. Jesus is saying that
the church must strengthen the things which remain. At this point, nothing of God's work
has been completed. They lack the imprint of the New Testament Spirit, the stamp of
principal perfection in the purity and sincerity of love. Pure, ripe, rich are the predicates of
Christ’s works and of Christian works in Him. Completeness or fulfillment of His will is
what our Father wants from us. Now is the time for a renewed seizing of the new life you
once had. Grab it and hold fast to it. Repent!
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Repent in regard to all that you have departed from in your views and feelings you had
when you first embraced the gospel.If you pull the covers back over your head and sleep
on, oblivious to God, I'll return when you least expect it, break into your life like a thief in
the night.”

This is going to be a special visit of Jesus for the purpose of bringing judgment upon
the evil that has gone on within the Sardis church. Spiritual sleepers have lost all
perception, by their spiritual senses, of the threatening signs of the development of
judgment unto its catastrophe. As this applies to the judgment at the end of the world, so it
also holds good in regard to all preliminary judgments upon whole congregations as well as
upon individual souls. Even though there may be an obscure presentiment of judgment, the
proximity and actual hour of it take its objects by surprise. The hour is hidden from the
sleepers, and the judgment comes upon them in as strange a form as a thief in the night.

The only commendation of this church is that it still has a few Christians who
haven't ruined their garments by wallowing in the muck of the world's ways. Only a
handful can be called worthy disciples. They are true followers who have a character that is
fitted for heaven.

They stand true to his pure gospel in its spirit and life. Jesus had three promises for them.

1. They will march with me in the victory parade.

2. These conquerors will be dressed in white garments of glory—garments of grace—
garments that are incapable of receiving a stain. These are the robes of the righteousness of
Jesus Christ, and thus of victorious joy.

3. Through the free act of grace, they have kept the faith.

Because of their love for God, their names will never be blotted out of the Book of Life.
Jesus said the He will confess the names of these few faithful people before the Father and
His angels.

They will be called His own. This will be the highest glorification of the highest definiteness
of their personal lives.

In the other messages that we have already studied, the Lord gives some great
promises to the churches if they repent, but then he adds that there still will be some
burdens they will have to overcome. Notice, He does not tell the church at Sardis that there
will still be some burdens to endure.

We, today, must understand that God wrote the names of every individual, who
would ever live, in the Lamb’s Book of Life. But as this message to the Sardis church
indicates, it is possible for names to be blotted out of God’s eternal record. So, through
foreknowledge, God knows who will and who will not accept Jesus as Savior. He goes
ahead and blots the names out of those he knows will not accept Jesus. This was the destiny
of many in Sardis. ""Are your ears awake? Listen. Listen to the wind words, the Spirit
blowing through the churches."

Philadelphia was a faithful church. It was in a small town that was established to be
a center for Greek culture. The town was renowned for its surrounding vineyards. It was
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subject to frequent earthquakes. Those who constituted the church to which John was
commanded to write, are supposed to have been poor people, living on the outskirts, and
heavily taxed for public purposes.

REVELATION 3:7

7 AND TO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA WRITE; THESE
THINGS SAITH HE THAT IS HOLY, HE THAT IS TRUE, HE THAT HATH THE KEY
OF DAVID, HE THAT OPENETH, AND NO MAN SHUTTETH; AND SHUTTETH,
AND NO MAN OPENETH;

The Lord’s self-designation is here in perfect accordance with the theocratic idea of who
God is, showing the He is equal with the Father. He calls Hmself “the Holy One” which
Jehovah in the Old Testament continually claims for Himself. Jesus then says that he is
“the True One.” This is a statement that He is the fulfillment of the Old Testament
prophecies. It is also a note that He cannot lie. He is the Truth-Speaking and Truth-Loving
God. His every Word is Yea and Amen. He is the fulfillment of everything that is in the
name of God. He declares that He has David's key in His hand. This statement denotes
authority for the One who holds this key could grant or deny access to the King. He also
controlled what was presented before throne. When He opens doors no one can shut or lock
them. Likewise, when He locks doors no one can open them. His judgments are final.

REVELATION 3:8

8 I KNOW THY WORKS: BEHOLD,I HAVE SET BEFORE THEE AN OPEN DOOR,
AND NO MAN CAN SHUT IT: FOR THOU HAST A LITTLE STRENGTH, AND HAST
KEPT MY WORD, AND HAST NOT DENIED MY NAME.

“I see what you've done. Now see what I've done. I've opened a door before you that no one
can slam shut. The Lord had a couple of things in mind. The door of opportunity for
service was being opened for them, especially for evangelism. Of course, the door to the
Kingdom of God was opened for them. You don't have much strength, I know that. This
must not be understood as spiritual weakness. It is a reference to external smallness or
insignificance of the church as viewed by outsiders. You used what you had to keep My
Word. You didn't deny Me when times were rough. Therefore, the Lord will grant you
spiritual success in excess.”

REVELATION 3:9

9 BEHOLD, I WILL MAKE THEM OF THE SYNAGOGUE OF SATAN, WHICH SAY
THEY ARE JEWS, AND ARE NOT, BUT DO LIE; BEHOLD I WILL MAKE THEM TO
COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE THY FEET, AND TO KNOW THAT I HAVE LOVED
THEE.

Philadelphia also had a synagogue of satan which opposed everything that of godly.
Opposition from the Jews made life particularly difficult for Christians there. Jesus said,
“Watch as I take the who call themselves true believers but are nothing of the kind,
pretenders whose true membership is in the club of satan — watch as I strip off their
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pretensions and they're forced to acknowledge it's you that I've loved.” Jesus was
promising that they would be able to win some of these heathen to true Christianity.

REVELATION 3:10

10 BECAUSE THOU HAST KEPT THE WORD OF MY PATIENCE, I ALSO WILL
KEEP THEE FROM THE HOUR OF TEMPTATION, WHICH SHALL COME UPON
ALL THE WORLD, TO TRY THEM THAT DWELL UPON THE EARTH.

Because you kept My Word in passionate endurance in the fiery trial of temptation and

opposition, I'll keep you safe. There is soon coming a time when all over the earth, every
man, woman, and child will be put to the test. You, however, shall be exempted from the
hour of temptation.

Secondly, you with all the other faithful ones, shall be preserved from the plagues of
unbelievers. This is in reference to the tribulation period which we will discuss a lot more
as we continue to study the Book of Revelation.

REVELATION 3:11
11 BEHOLD, I COME QUICKLY: HOLD THAT FAST WHICH THOU HAST, THAT
NO MAN TAKE THY CROWN.

“I'm on my way; I'll be there soon. Keep a tight grip on what you have so no one distracts
you and steals your crown.” This is a warning to the oppressors and an encouragement to
the oppressed. We will talk more about the coming of the Lord when we get to chapter 4 of
Revelation.

REVELATION 3:12

12 HIM THAT OVERCOMETH WILL I MAKE A PILLAR IN THE TEMPLE OF MY
GOD, AND HE SHALL GO NO MORE OUT: AND I WILL WRITE UPON HIM THE
NAME OF MY GOD, AND THE NAME OF THE CITY OF MY GOD, WHICH IS NEW
JERUSALEM, WHICH COMETH DOWN OUT OF HEAVEN FROM MY GOD: AND 1
WILL WRITE UPON HIM MY NEW NAME.

A city often honored a notable citizen by erecting a pillar in a temple with his name
inscribed on it. Jesus said, “I’ll make each conqueror a pillar in the sanctuary of My God, a
permanent position of honor. Then I'll write names on you, the pillars: the Name of My
God which denotes a perfect Father/child relationship. You will be His possession. Then I’ll
write the name of God's city which denotes that you hold a spiritual citizenship. You will
have become a part of the New Jerusalem that is going to come down out of heaven one day
and be located of the new earth.

Please understand that the whole New Jerusalem is the Temple of God. Next I’ll write my
New Name on you indicating that you have become exactly like Me.”

The Scripture lets us know that we will be made into His likeness. Once acquired,
this is a permanent thing. The victor can no longer fall away or be separated from the
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blessed fellowship of God. Understand that the previous statement is in reference to the
time that heaven has come down and been established here on the New Earth.

REVELATION 3:13
13 HE THAT HATH AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH UNTO
THE CHURCHES.

“Are your ears awake? Listen. Listen to the wind words, the Spirit blowing through the
churches." The wise believer takes the time to listen with his spiritual hearing to what the
Spirit is saying to the church. This is as needed today as it was in the first century. We who
hear and follow the voice of the Holy Spirit does not need to fear the deception that leads to
apostasy. Rather, we will walk where Jesus requires and will grow in the things of the
Spirit of God. We will be healthy, vibrant, and spirit-filled, both individually and as a
church. We will be capable of preaching Jesus to all the world.

REVELATION 3:14-22

14 AND UNTO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH OF THE LAODICEANS WRITE;
THESE THINGS SAITH THE AMEN, THE FAITHFUL AND TRUE WITNESS,
THE BEGINNING OF THE CREATION OF GOD;

151 KNOW THY WORKS, THAT THOU ART NEITHER COLD NOR HOT: I WOULD
THOU WERT COLD OR HOT.

16 SO THEN BECAUSE THOU ART LUKEWARM, AND NEITHER COLD NOR HOT,I
WILL SPUE THEE OUT OF MY MOUTH.

17 BECAUSE THOU SAYEST, I AM RICH, AND INCREASED WITH GOODS, AND
HAVE NEED OF NOTHING; AND KNOWEST NOT THAT THOU ART WRETCHED,
AND MISERABLE, AND POOR, AND BLIND, AND NAKED:

18 I COUNSEL THEE TO BUY OF ME GOLD TRIED IN THE FIRE, THAT THOU
MAYEST BE RICH; AND WHITE RAIMENT, THAT THOU MAYEST BE CLOTHED,
AND THAT THE SHAME OF THY NAKEDNESS DO NOT APPEAR; AND ANOINT
THINE EYES WITH EYESALVE, THAT THOU MAYEST SEE.

19 AS MANY ASTLOVE, I REBUKE AND CHASTEN: BE ZEALOUS THEREFORE,
AND REPENT.

20 BEHOLD, I STAND AT THE DOOR, AND KNOCK: IF ANY MAN HEAR MY
VOICE, AND OPEN THE DOOR, I WILL COME IN TO HIM, AND WILL SUP WITH
HIM, AND HE WITH ME.

21 TO HIM THAT OVERCOMETH WILL I GRANT TO SIT WITH ME IN MY
THRONE, EVEN AS I ALSO OVERCAME, AND AM SET DOWN WITH MY FATHER
IN HIS THRONE.

22 HE THAT HATH AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH UNTO
THE CHURCHES.

Laodicea was known for the production of a glossy black wool used in clothing and
carpets. This product brought tremendous wealth to the city. Laodicea was also known for
producing a salve for the curing of eye disorders. Likewise, this also brought money in
abundance into the city. Together, these products made Laodicea a very affluent city with a
great banking center.
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The church at Laodicea was influenced greatly by its surroundings. As we study the
message to this church, you will see that there was nothing about it that the Lord could
commend, except a few suffering ones whom Christ loves and chastens. In fact, it was an
arrogant, self-sufficient church. It called itself a democratic church which actually means
that it was mob-ruled. Everything about it was swayed and decided by popular opinion,
clamor, and voting. It thought of itself as the perfect church when, in reality, it was a dead
church.

Let’s look at this message more closely.

REVELATION 3: 14

14 AND UNTO THE ANGEL OF THE CHURCH OF THE LAODICEANS WRITE;
THESE THINGS SAITH THE AMEN, THE FAITHFUL AND TRUE WITNESS, THE
BEGINNING OF THE CREATION OF GOD;

It says for John to write to Laodicea, by way of the pastor of the church. Jesus stated that
He was and is God's Amen , God’s yes, and/or God’s so-be-it. Jesus is the perfect and
complete personal conclusion of the revelations of God. There is nothing that can supersede
Him. He must be considered the “all-in-all.” He declared Himself to be the Faithful and
accurate Witness of divine truth. He assures with a 100 % satisfaction guarantee all the
promises of God. All things and persons pale in comparison with Him. He had always been
in existence. Whenever the God-Head determined that there was a need for a distinction
among the persons of the God-Head, God created the position of a Father/Son relationship.
The One we call Jesus, immediately made Himself to assume the position of Son. He
instantly became subject to the will of the Father. When it was determined that there
should be a physical creation, the Son was right there. In fact, the scripture states that
everything was made by Him and for Him. He is the living, personal principle of the whole
creation. So, church at Laodicea, you need to sit up and take notice of what I am about to
say to you.

REVELATION 3:15-16

15 I KNOW THY WORKS, THAT THOU ART NEITHER COLD NOR HOT: I WOULD
THOU WERT COLD OR HOT.

16 SO THEN BECAUSE THOU ART LUKEWARM, AND NEITHER COLD NOR HOT,
I WILL SPUE THEE OUT OF MY MOUTH.

I know you inside and out, and find little to my liking. You're not cold, you're not hot —
far better to be either cold or hot! If the church were cold, that is, a stranger to Christ,
there could be the possibility of it becoming warm. You're stale. You're stagnant. You
make Me want to vomit. Your works have no life-connection with piety. They are put on
from without—not from within as they should be. The fruit of your work has been tied on
the tree you call Christianity—not produced by its life. You have no characteristics of true
religion. There may be prayers, vigils, fasts, temples, altars, priests, rites, ceremonies,
worship, and still be no true piety. Heathenism has all of these. There may be Christian
profession, connection with the church, observance of the sacraments, where a saving
knowledge of Jesus has never taken place. A real true Christian will have a living, active
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love for God and man. Thus, a real true Christian church will be where this kind of love is
evident. Without it, everything else is fatal. All knowledge, all faith, all mastery of tongues,
all miraculous powers, cannot atone for such a deficiency. This agrees with what is
recorded in the Book of James.

JAMES 1:27

PURE RELIGION AND UNDEFILED BEFORE GOD AND THE FATHER IS THIS, TO
VISIT THE FATHERLESS AND WIDOWS IN THEIR AFFLICTION, AND TO KEEP
HIMSELF UNSPOTTED FROM THE WORLD.

We must understand that Jesus requires absolute devotion and rejects lackadaisical, half-
hearted followers. Zeal for the Lord is not optional for His disciples. Devotion willingly
submits to Jesus’ discipline because it recognizes His love in it.

REVELATION 3: 17

17 BECAUSE THOU SAYEST, I AM RICH, AND INCREASED WITH GOODS, AND
HAVE NEED OF NOTHING; AND KNOWEST NOT THAT THOU ART WRETCHED,
AND MISERABLE, AND POOR, AND BLIND, AND NAKED:

You brag, I’m rich to excess! I've got it made, I need nothing—nothing from the earth—
nothing from heaven—no person, no savior, no fellowship. The thought apparently was
that this church had become wealthy by its own ability and that the wealth would last for
eternity. Jesus said that they were ignorant of their condition. He said that the church was
oblivious to the fact that it was a pitiful, blind beggar, threadbare and homeless. They were
poor in the true riches of life. They were blind to the truth of God. They were naked in
reference to the utter want of a truly spiritual appearance in genuine good works or signs
and evidences of the inner life. The dispensationalists say that this kind of church will be
the description of the churches in existence just before the rapture takes place. I am not a
dispensationalist. I believe that there have been churches like the Laodicean church
throughout the centuries.

On the other hand, we know for a fact that there are churches like the Laodicean
church around the world in our day and time. Jesus called His people to be fully separated
from the world’s value system and to be totally committed to Him. They are to find the
spiritual power source in their lives in Christ, not in occult practices. The believer is to
gauge success by the measuring rod of God, rather than by the world’s social and financial
standard. When the Christian understands God’s view from the eternal, the present comes
into correct perspective.

REVELATION 3: 18

18 I COUNSEL THEE TO BUY OF ME GOLD TRIED IN THE FIRE, THAT THOU
MAYEST BE RICH; AND WHITE RAIMENT, THAT THOU MAYEST BE CLOTHED,
AND THAT THE SHAME OF THY NAKEDNESS DO NOT APPEAR; AND ANOINT
THINE EYES WITH EYESALVE, THAT THOU MAYEST SEE.
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Here's what Iwant you to do: buy from Me. It will cost you nothing. I have already taken
care of the cost. Buy your gold from Me, gold that's been through the Refiner's fire. Then
you'll be rich. Buy your clothes from Me, clothes designed in heaven—white clothes of
righteousness. You've gone around half-naked long enough. And buy medicine for your
eyes from Me so you can see, really see. This is accomplished by opening the eyes of your
heart and gaining Christian knowledge.

REVELATION 3:19
19 AS MANY AS T LOVE, I REBUKE AND CHASTEN: BE ZEALOUS THEREFORE,
AND REPENT.

The people I love, I call to account — prod and correct and guide so that they'll live at their
best. By rebuking and chastening, I am able to teach that the love of Christ has not yet
given up on him or her. It is My desire to win him/her by calling the individual to
repentance. Up on your feet, then! About face! Repent! Run after god!

REVELAION 3: 20

20 BEHOLD, I STAND AT THE DOOR, AND KNOCK: IF ANY MAN HEAR MY
VOICE, AND OPEN THE DOOR, I WILL COME IN TO HIM, AND WILL SUP WITH
HIM, AND HE WITH ME.

Look at Me. I stand at the door. I knock. If you hear Me call and open the door, I'll come
right in and sit down to supper with you. Jesus was telling the people in this complacent
church that they needed that grace that regenerates. Fortunately, for them there was still
time to get right with God. They still had the opportunity to open the door and enjoy
intimate fellowship with the Lord.

So do we, right here, right now. Examine your own heart. If there is anything between you
and the Lord, now is the time to make it right. Call upon Jesus right there where you are,
ask Him to forgive you. He is faithful and just to forgive you of your sin and to cleanse you
from all unrighteousness. God’s grace is a gift, but we have to willingly receive it. That is
our part that we play in the grace of God. That is our personal responsibility. It is never
forced upon us. We must open the door for this intimate communion of personal fellowship
with the Lord. Christ want to sup with us. Furthermore, our new life must desire to sup
with Christ. We must desire to become a participant in his blessed, heavenly life.

REVELATION 3:21

21 TO HIM THAT OVERCOMETH WILL I GRANT TO SIT WITH ME IN MY
THRONE, EVEN AS I ALSO OVERCAME, AND AM SET DOWN WITH MY FATHER
IN HIS THRONE.

Conquerors will sit alongside Me at the head table, just as I, having conquered, took the
place of honor at the side of My Father. That's My gift to the conquerors!

Even though this church had gone farther away from God than any of the other

churches, He promises this church the very best reward of all. The throne of Christ is the
glory of His kingdom. To sit on His throne is to personally possess this glory. To sit on His
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throne is the co-enjoyment of the highest definition of the perfected personal life. From this
vantage point, we will be at the right hand of the Father and we will be able to view all of
heaven as God Himself sees it.

REVELATION 3:22
22 HE THAT HATH AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR WHAT THE SPIRIT SAITH UNTO
THE CHURCHES.

Are your ears awake? Listen. Listen to the wind words, the Spirit blowing through the
churches."

We have finished studying Revelation, chapter 3, and the messages to the Seven
Churches of Asia. Now, we are going to study the first verse of Revelation, chapter 4. 1
will give other Scripture references to support my understanding of this verse. With that
being said, it is only fair that I tell you there are other interpretations of this particular
verse, especially as to when the event described here is going to take place. The main focus
of the verse is not the “when” it is going to occur, but will you be ready for it when it does
occur? The event to which I am referring is going to be the ultimate triumph of Jesus
Christ, who culminates history with His final coming and reigns with and through His
church forever. We call it the “rapture” even though this word is not actually in the Bible.
It, however, is implied.

REVELATION 4:1

4 AFTER THIS I LOOKED, AND, BEHOLD, A DOOR WAS OPENED IN HEAVEN:
AND THE FIRST VOICE WHICH I HEARD WAS AS IT WERE OF A TRUMPET
TALKING WITH ME; WHICH SAID, COME UP HITHER, AND I WILL SHEW THEE
THINGS WHICH MUST BE HEREAFTER.

John was on the Isle of Patmos. The last message for the churches had been completed.
Immediately, after this, John looked up and saw an opened door leading into heaven. He
instantly heard a voice.

We have already learned from our previous study that the voice of the Lord Jesus
Christ sounds like a roaring ocean. Another description of His voice is like that of a
trumpet. The trumpet-voice called out, “Ascend and enter. I’ll show you what happens
next.” Instantly, John was translated by the Holy Spirit from earth into heaven. This
action agrees with what the Apostle Paul described in his writings.

1 THESSALONIANS 4:16-18

16 FOR THE LORD HIMSELF SHALL DESCEND FROM HEAVEN WITH A SHOUT,
WITH TH THE VOICE OF THE ARCHANGEL, AND WITH THE TRUMP OF GOD:
AND THE DEAD IN CHRIST SHALL RISE FIRST:

17THEN WE WHICH ARE ALIVE AND REMAIN SHALL BE CAUGHT UP
TOGETHER WITH THEM IN THE CLOUDS, TO MEET THE LORD IN THE AIR:
AND SO SHALL WE EVER BE WITH THE LORD.

18SWHEREFORE COMFORT ONE ANOTHER WITH THESE WORDS.
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Here the word "shout'" really means "war cry." As Jesus sounds the declaration of
war against the enemy, He will forcefully catch us "up." This means, to seize hastily, to rob
with violence, to draw to oneself by swift, sudden movement. We will be changed instantly
into a glorified form just as Jesus was when He came forth from the grave. We will be
made to be like Him. We will be removed from all distress of soul and body. We will be
taken out of all persecution and oppression by the foe. Sin will be a thing of the past. We
will enter into heaven with our Savior. The only stipulation is that we are prayed up and
ready to go up when He comes in mid-air for us. Some of Paul’s instructions for getting us
ready for the rapture are recorded in First Thessalonians.

I THESSALONIANS 5:8-11

8 BUT LET US, WHO ARE OF THE DAY, BE SOBER, PUTTING ON THE
BREASTPLATE OF FAITH AND LOVE; AND FOR AN HELMET, THE HOPE OF
SALVATION.

9 FOR GOD HATH NOT APPOINTED US TO WRATH, BUT TO OBTAIN
SALVATION BY OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST,

10 WHO DIED FOR US, THAT, WHETHER WE WAKE OR SLEEP, WE SHOULD
LIVE TOGETHER WITH HIM.

11 WHEREFORE COMFORT YOURSELVES TOGETHER, AND EDIFY ONE
ANOTHER, EVEN AS ALSO YE DO.

We must be clear in our thinking. We must be filled with faith, hope and love. We
must comfort one another with the greeting that Jesus is going to soon return for us.
Remember, John was told that once he was in heaven, he was going to be informed about
what was going to take place next. Without going into detail at this point, John was shown
around heaven. He also was shown what was about to take place on earth—the day of
trouble known as the tribulation period would take place on earth.

Read 1 Thessalonians 5:9 again.

I THESSALONIANS 5:9
9 FOR GOD HATH NOT APPOINTED US TO WRATH, BUT TO OBTAIN
SALVATION BY OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST.

This verse informs us that the rapture will have removed us from the earth before the
tribulation period begins. It says that god has not purposed us or ordained us to
punishment, anger, indignation, vengeance, or wrath.

LUKE 21:36

36 WATCH YE THEREFORE, AND PRAY ALWAYS, THAT YE MAY BE ACCOUNTED
WORTHY TO ESCAPE ALL THESE THINGS THAT SHALL COME TO PASS, AND TO STAND
BEFORE THE SON OF MAN.

Notice it says to pray to escape all these things. We would not be told to pray to escape if it
were not possible to escape. The rapture is the only way to escape.

Now let’s look at Second Thessalonians.
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II THESSALONIANS 2:1-3

1 NOW WE BESEECH YOU, BRETHREN, BY THE COMING OF OUR LORD J JESUS CHRIST,
AND BY OUR GATHERING TOGETHER UNTO HIM,

2 THAT YE BE NOT SOON SHAKEN IN MIND, OR BE TROUBLED, NEITHER BY
SPIRIT, NOR BY WORD, NOR BY LETTER AS FROM US, AS THAT THE DAY OF CHRIST
IS AT HAND.

3 LET NO MAN DECEIVE YOU BY ANY MEANS: FOR THAT DAY SHALL NOT COME,
EXCEPT THERE COME A FALLING AWAY FIRST, AND THAT MAN OF SIN BE REVEALED,
THE SON OF PERDITION;

Paul refers to the rapture by calling it “our gathering together” with the Lord. He says that
we have nothing to worry about regardless of the direction that the world is going in. We are not to
be deceived by any of the world’s antics or political correctness. for these things are to have no
bearing on us. The tribulation period will not begin until after the rapture.

Let me explain. Read verse three again.

II THESSALONIANS 2:3

3 LET NO MAN DECEIVE YOU BY ANY MEANS: FOR THAT DAY SHALL NOT COME,
EXCEPT THERE COME A FALLING AWAY FIRST, AND THAT MAN OF SIN BE
REVEALED, THE SON OF PERDITION

A form of the word “apostasy” is used in this verse. It is translated as “falling
away.” Usually apostasy is defined as a renunciation of God. However, the definition does
not have to refer to religion or God at all. It simply means a defection, revolt,
abandonment, divorce, or repudiation.

In Revelation 4:1 a “call to come up” is given. This call is a war cry. Obviously,
Jesus is conquering satan’s territory when He calls the Christians to meet Him in the air.
Without question, satan is going to revolt, rebel, repudiate and war against Jesus and Jesus
is going to win. Some translations call this event (the falling away) a revolution that occurs
just before the apostate, himself (the anti-christ) is revealed. Jesus, in the messages that are
recorded to the churches in the Book of Revelation, had already indicated that the
Laodiceans were backsliders.

Paul, in Thessalonians, might have been referring to them as the ones “falling
away.” Since I am not a dispensationalist, I do not accept that as the case. Throughout all
ages, there have been people who turned their backs on God. So, it must be a reference to
something that is going to happen just before the anti-christ is revealed.

Let me explain in more detail. The tribulation’s first 3 2 year are brought about by
God’s wrath and the last 3 2 years of tribulation are brought about by satan and his crew.
Then the “something” before the anti-christ is revealed must be the rapture occurring
even before the lesser tribulation. (I Thes. 5:9---God has not appointed us to wrath.) God is
not going to go against His word by making us go through His wrath. (Luke 21:36—God
counts us worthy to escape all these things.) It is immediately after our departure that the
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anti-christ will be revealed. Here is the most important information. The “falling away”
has been translated as if it is a noun. However, “falling away” are action words and must
be considered as verbs. We, normally, would think of “falling” as a negative action. We get
hurt when we fall. On the other hand, it could have a very positive meaning. We talk about
falling in love—we move from a position of singleness to a position of matrimony. When we
fall into a big inheritance, we move from poverty to being rich. So, using the same Greek
root word “apostasion,” but understanding that action is being described rather than an
event, Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testaments says: “to draw off or tear
away.” The verb form is used to describe the way Peter drew his sword. In Acts 20:30 it
says that some men tried to quickly draw away the disciples from the teachings of Jesus
and to follow them. There are some other verses which use the verb form of the root word.
I try to always try to say “catching away” rather than rapture since the word rapture is not
actually in the Bible. The Amplified New Testament says “departure of the church” instead
of “falling away.” Dr. Kenneth Wuest, former New Testament Greek professor at Moody
Bible Institute, in his work “Word Studies In The Greek New Testament” puts it this way:
“...That day shall not come except the aforementioned departure of the church to heaven
comes first and the man of lawlessness is disclosed in his true identity, the son of perdition,
he who sets himself in opposition to and exalts himself above everyone and everything that
is called a god or that is an object of worship, so that he seats himself in the inner sanctuary
of God, proclaiming himself to be deity.”

Literally, the catching away is a reference to Jesus quickly removing us from a group because of
the harm that would be faced if we remain with the group—the group meaning the unrighteous
and the harm is the tribulation period.

Paul continued by emphasizing what is going to happen once the church is removed
from the scene.

II THESSALONIANS 2:5-8

S REMEMBER YE NOT, THAT, WHEN I WAS YET WITH YOU, 1 TOLD YOU THESE
THINGS?

6 AND NOW YE KNOW WHAT WITHHOLDETH THAT HE MIGHT BE REVEALED IN
HIS TIME.

7 FOR THE MYSTERY OF INIQUITY DOTH ALREADY WORK: ONLY HE WHO NOW
LETTETH WILL LET, UNTIL HE BE TAKEN OUT OF THE WAY.

8 AND THEN SHALL THAT WICKED BE REVEALED, WHOM THE LORD SHALL
CONSUME WITH THE SPIRIT OF HIS MOUTH, AND SHALL DESTROY WITH THE
BRIGHTNESS OF HIS COMING:

In these verses Paul is talking about the anti-christ being revealed. He says that a time has been
set for the anti-christ to take his position as the ruler of the world, but until then, there is
something that is keeping him from being able to make his appearance too soon. Itis only after
the removal of that which is withholding him that the anti-christ will be made known. Some
people have thought that the one withholding the anti-christ is the Holy Spirit. That is not the
case since He is not going to be removed.

He must remain here on earth so the 144,000 can get saved. Instead, it is us, the church, who

is keeping the anti-christ from being revealed.

654



It is true that the spirit of anti-christ is prevalent in the world and has been for centuries.
But the person of the anti-christ cannot be revealed until after we are gone. To bring thisto

a close, let me summarize what the rapture will mean for us. It is an act of divine grace which
will be brought to us by the revelation of Jesus Christ and which will free us from all sin. The rapture
is a uniting of the members to one another; for the living will be caught up at the same time with the
dead, and for the first time the church of all times and all lands will be with one another. The rapture
is an act of divine mercy, the mercy for which we wait unto eternal life and which will free us from all
misery. The rapture is an act of divine omnipotence, the omnipotence which transfigures usinto
conformity with the redeemer and elevates us to the most glorious spiritual body. After the
lastmessage for the church at Laotacia and after John was caught up into heaven, nothing else is said
about the church, the body of the Lord Jesus Christ until we get to Revelation 22:16.

REVELATION 22:16

16 I JESUS HAVE SENT MINE ANGEL TO TESTIFY UNTO YOU THESE THINGS IN
THE CHURCHES. I AM THE ROOT AND THE OFFSPRING OF DAVID, AND THE
BRIGHT AND MORNING STAR.

17AND THE SPIRIT AND THE BRIDE SAY, COME. AND LET HIM THAT HEARETH
SAY, COME. AND LET HIM THAT IS ATHIRST COME. AND WHOSOEVER WILL,
LET HIM TAKE THE WATER OF LIFE FREELY.

Jesus is saying again to all who testify to all these things that He is coming soon.

REVELATION 4:2
2 AND IMMEDIATELY I WAS IN THE SPIRIT: AND, BEHOLD, A THRONE WAS
SET IN HEAVEN, AND ONE SAT ON THE THRONE.

The call that John heard was potent, for "immediately'" he ""became in the Spirit." This
denotes a state of heightened spiritual activity. It worked an instantaneous rapture, so that
the next opening of his eyes disclosed his presence in a supernal region. John was
commanded to write what he saw, and to communicate it to the churches. John was about
to learn ""the things which must take place after." After revelation 4:1, there is no mention
of a catching away. Therefore, John’s rapture has to represent the catching away of the
true church, the body of Christ.

Now, let’s find out what John saw. He saw God’s throne as being the central object of the
vision, and of all that follows it. It’s form and material are not the things of importance. It
was simply an undescribed, and perhaps indescribable, seat of grandeur, greatness,
majesty, and dominion.

John is made to realize that the power and authority of God is the focus of this
vision. This throne is not the eternal throne of the Father or, if it is, the throne is not fixed
and settled in the location where it will be for the rest of eternity for it will one day come to
earth when the new earth is here, "and upon the throne one sitting."
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There is no name mentioned of the One on the throne, and no figure described; but
we can be certain that God is on the throne. Verse 8 indicates that indeed it is God who is
on the throne. John was manifestly filled with mysterious awe. His words sufficiently
indicate that he was looking upon ''the unnameable, indescribable Godhead," in which
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are One and the same. And yet there was a visible
manifestation—not in form, but in brilliance and glory.

REVELATION 4:3

3 AND HE THAT SAT WAS TO LOOK UPON LIKE A JASPER AND A SARDINE
STONE: AND THERE WAS A RAINBOW ROUND ABOUT THE THRONE, IN SIGHT
LIKE UNTO AN EMERALD.

He that was sitting was like in appearance to a jasper and a sardine stone;'" not as to shape,
for Deity has no shape, but in color and flashing brilliancy. The scriptural representations
of the jasper are, that it is '""most precious," crystalline, and purple in hue. Jasper is
probably a diamond, suggesting purity or holiness. The sardine, or sardius, is also
described as exceedingly precious, and of a beautiful bright, red, carnation color. Itis
capable of a particularly high and lasting polish. Sardius gives a picture of god’s avenging
wrath. Uniting the qualities of tint and brilliancy belonging to the purer specimens of these
precious gems, we have the appearance of flames, without their smokiness-a pure, purple,
fiery, red, crystalline, flashing light. This gives the appearance of consuming fire. It tells of
justice and wrath to be visited upon transgressors. And this was the appearance of the
unnameable and indescribable Occupant of this equally indescribable throne, "and a
rainbow encircled the throne, in appearance like to an emerald." Emerald is green, the
dominant color in a rainbow. In contrast, the soft-beaming emerald gives promise of hope
and mercy which exceeds the consuming fire. The rainbow is one of the most beautiful and
majestic of earthly appearances. The rainbow encircling this throne indicates that,
although it is a throne of judgment, it is not a throne of destruction.

REVELATION 4:4

4 AND ROUND ABOUT THE THRONE WERE FOUR AND TWENTY SEATS: AND
UPON THE SEATS I SAW FOUR AND TWENTY ELDERS SITTING, CLOTHED IN
WHITE RAIMENT; AND THEY HAD ON THEIR HEADS CROWNS OF GOLD.

There was more than one throne. In the center, conspicuous, and majestic beyond
description, was the throne of Deity. In a wide circle around it were twenty-four other
thrones, distinct and glorious, but smaller and lower than what is, by eminence, called "the
throne." These lesser thrones are called "seats." Like the throne of God, these are regal
seats, seats of majesty and dominion, seats of royal assessorship with the enthroned One.

Who are the persons who occupy them? They are the first of the believers who
entered into heaven. They do not represent, by any means, the whole body of the redeemed,
as some have supposed. They are exactly what their name imports-the seniors of them--the
first-born of the household--the oldest of the family-and hence, the honored officials. They
worship continually. This is ascertained by the song they sing, in which they speak of
having been gathered out of the tribes and peoples of the earth.
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REVELATION 5:9

9 AND THEY SUNG A NEW SONG, SAYING, THOU ART WORTHY TO TAKE THE
BOOK, AND TO OPEN THE SEALS THEREOF: FOR THOU WAST SLAIN, AND
HAST REDEEMED US TO GOD BY THY BLOOD OUT OF EVERY KINDRED, AND
TONGUE, AND PEOPLE, AND NATION;

Again, they are not the patriarchs, Jews, or apostles, only, for they are from "every tribe,
and tongue, and people, and nation. They are not unfallen beings, but ransomed people
who once had been sinners. They give honor to christ for redeeming them-"thou
redeemedst us by thy blood. They are not disembodied spirits of the saints, but glorified
subjects of grace. They are around the throne of god as a fruition of blessedness and honor
which is everywhere reserved until after the resurrection and the glorifying rapture. They
occupy these thrones, while yet the closed book, which brings forth the seals and trumpets,
lies untouched in the hand of him that sits upon the throne. They see it there, and they vote
the lamb worthy to open it. They behold him taking it up, and fall down and worship as he
holds it.

John saw only 24 of them, but these were the representatives of many others. There
were many priests and Levites under the old economy. The number of those who "were set
to forward the work of the house of the Lord, was twenty and four thousand" (1 Chron
23:3-4). But they were all arranged in courses of twenty-four (1 Chron 24:3-5), so that
never more than 24 were found on duty at a time.

There were also many prophets appointed to praise God with instruments of song;
but they too were arranged in 24 courses, each course with its own individual
representative (1 Chron 25). These were not human devices, but things specially directed
by the Spirit of the Lord (1 Chron 18:11-13)(1 Chronicles 18:19 ), and meant to be "figures
of the true," and "patterns of things in the heavens." (Heb 9:9,23-24).

Accordingly, we are to see in these 24 royal priests, but one course of as many more
shifts, all of which together do but represent thousands upon thousands of the same high
and privileged class. These elders are pure and holy and are the righteousness of the
saints.'" This is brought out by the white robes that they wear. They are partakers of
celestial dominion. They are kings of glory, with golden crowns. The crowns suggest
victory and joy, not political authority. They are settled, and at home in their exalted
dignities; not standing and waiting as servants, but seated as royal counselors of the
Almighty. They are assessors of the great judge of quick and dead. They are the spectators
of all that transpires in heaven and earth. They are participants in the judgment of the
world for its sins, the church for its apostasies, Babylon for her impurities, the antichrist
for his blasphemies, and that old serpent and his brood, for their ungodliness and
wickednesses during all these weary ages. They are the elders of the glorious house of the
redeemed, and kings and priests in the temple and palace of the lord god almighty, whom
all the earth shall obey, and all the ages acknowledge.
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REVELATION 4:5

5 AND OUT OF THE THRONE PROCEEDED LIGHTNINGS AND THUNDERINGS
AND VOICES: AND THERE WERE SEVEN LAMPS OF FIRE BURNING BEFORE
THE THRONE, WHICH ARE THE SEVEN SPIRITS OF GOD.

Lightnings and thunderings describe the awesome and wondrous power of God. It
demonstrates that the thone is one of judgment, and that wrath is about to proceed from it.
The seven lamps of fire were actually torches which show the illuminating, purifying, and
energizing ministries of the Holy Spirit. They denote the preparation for battle for, you see,
the throne is set for the judgment of the world. These "torches of fire burning," are
charged with the fullness of consuming vengeance upon all the enemies of god, for they are
"seven." The Spirit of God is these seven torches or characteristics. And yet, there is
another picture in the vision, which some take to be still higher.

REVELATION 4:6

6 AND BEFORE THE THRONE THERE WAS A SEA OF GLASS LIKE UNTO
CRYSTAL: AND IN THE MIDST OF THE THRONE, AND ROUND ABOUT THE
THRONE, WERE FOUR BEASTS FULL OF EYES BEFORE AND BEHIND.

The throne was not just floating around. It had a base.

REVELATION 4:7-11

7 AND THE FIRST BEAST WAS LIKE A LION, AND THE SECOND BEAST LIKE A
CALF, AND THE THIRD BEAST HAD A FACE AS A MAN, AND THE FOURTH
BEAST WAS LIKE A FLYING EAGLE.

8 AND THE FOUR BEASTS HAD EACH OF THEM SIX WINGS ABOUT HIM; AND
THEY WERE FULL OF EYES WITHIN: AND THEY REST NOT DAY AND NIGHT,
SAYING, HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, WHICH WAS, AND IS,
AND IS TO COME.

9 AND WHEN THOSE BEASTS GIVE GLORY AND HONOUR AND THANKS TO HIM
THAT SAT ON THE THRONE, WHO LIVETH FOR EVER AND EVER,

10 THE FOUR AND TWENTY ELDERS FALL DOWN BEFORE HIM THAT SAT ON
THE THRONE, AND WORSHIP HIM THAT LIVETH FOR EVER AND EVER, AND
CAST THEIR CROWNS BEFORE THE THRONE, SAYING,

11 THOU ART WORTHY, O LORD, TO RECEIVE GLORY AND HONOUR AND
POWER: FOR THOU HAST CREATED ALL THINGS, AND FOR THY PLEASURE
THEY ARE AND WERE CREATED.

""Amidst the throne and around the throne," John saw "four living ones," unfortunately
called "beasts." They are full of eyes, before, behind, and within; which is the symbol of
intense intelligence, looking backward into the past, and forward into the future, and
inward upon themselves and into the nature of things, and able to direct their ways and
administrations with unlimited penetration and discretion. They have wings, showing how
fully they are capacitated for motion. And they never rest, in the fervency and grandeur of
their zeal, perpetually expressing the holiness and glory of the Lord God.
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What are we to understand by these? Some believe that these beings are cherubims. Other,
including me, believe they are redeemed people, glorified, and related to the judgment--
throne in heaven, and to the interests and affairs of the future kingdom on earth. The
scripture does say that the saints are going to rule and reign with Jesus when He sets up
His kingdom on earth. These beings take the forms of the lion, the man, the young ox, and
the flying eagle. They are heavenly powers who guard and cover the camp of the Lord,
which, under them, the entire world is to become.

John saw but four of these "living ones." This is the worldly number, and denotes
that their office has reference to God's majesty, courage, strength, intelligence, and speed
in the service of the creator here on the earth. But in these four are embraced thousands of
glorified ones (see Ezek 7:10) whose high distinction is to share the throne with their Divine
Redeemer, as His ministers, and as executors of His will throughout eternal ages.

The twenty-four elders have crowns and thrones distinct from the central throne; but these
four living ones have for their crown the very throne itself. They are joined to the throne;
they are in the midst of it, and directly express it. These “living ones” lead the elders in
their adorations, for "whensoever they give glory and honor, and thanks to him that sitteth
on the throne." They declare the holiness, omnipotence, and eternity of God.

As the four offer praise the Lord, '"the twenty-four elders fall down before Him that sitteth
on the throne, and worship Him that liveth for the age of the ages, and cast their crowns
before the throne' (Rev 6:16), giving glory, honor, and power to the Almighty Maker of
heaven and earth.

The elders have more the semblance of counselors, the animals, that of executors, and the
two together are the closest to God of all the redeemed. And these, my friends, are the
dignities and glories to which you, and I, and all who hear the gospel of Christ, are called
and invited.

There is not a prerogative of that celestial eldership-not an office or possession of
these living ones--not a song they sing--not an attribute they wear--not a place they fill-
which is not this day held out and offered to every one of us. Oh, the grandeur, the
blessedness, the sublimity of the overtures of the gospel of Christ!

And with your eye on these heavenly splendors, these celestial princedoms and
priesthoods, these eternal royalties with God and with His Son, Jesus Christ, and with your
heart warmed with the contemplation of their unfathomed excellency, I ask you, do you
know for a fact that you have taken advantage of your golden opportunity to obtain them?

REVELATION 5:1
1 AND I SAW IN THE RIGHT HAND OF HIM THAT SAT ON THE THRONE A BOOK
WRITTEN WITHIN AND ON THE BACKSIDE, SEALED WITH SEVEN SEALS.

Reference is made to the right hand. The right hand is a symbol of power and authority.

The book, really scroll, that is in the right hand is the redemptive plan of God. It had been
foreshadowed in the Old Testament. It had been inaugurated in Jesus Christ. Now it was
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being revealed in its victorious consummation. The writing was on both sides of the scroll.
This means that nothing could be added to God’s will and testament.

REVELATION 5:2-4

2 AND I SAW A STRONG ANGEL PROCLAIMING WITH A LOUD VOICE, WHO IS
WORTHY TO OPEN THE BOOK, AND TO LOOSE THE SEALS THEREOF?

3 AND NO MAN IN HEAVEN, NOR IN EARTH, NEITHER UNDER THE EARTH, WAS
ABLE TO OPEN THE BOOK, NEITHER TO LOOK THEREON.

4 AND I WEPT MUCH, BECAUSE NO MAN WAS FOUND WORTHY TO OPEN AND
TO READ THE BOOK, NEITHER TO LOOK THEREON. I ALSO SAW A POWERFUL
ANGEL, CALLING OUT IN A VOICE LIKE THUNDER, "IS THERE ANYONE WHO
CAN OPEN THE SCROLL, WHO CAN BREAK ITS SEALS?"

Heavenly principalities and powers stood mute and downcast as they surveyed the
requirements for the work. No creature, celestial or earthly, is worthy to reveal or execute
god’s plan which will complete “the fullness of times.” John says that he wept and wept and
wept because no one was found able to open the scroll and the fact no person was qualified
to read it. John knew by that Spirit in which he was, what the sealed book meant. He knew
that if no one was found worthy and able to take it from the hand of God, and to break its
seals, that all the promises of the prophets, and all the hopes of the saints and all the
suggestion of a redeemed world, would fail.

REVELATION S5:5

5 AND ONE OF THE ELDERS SAITH UNTO ME, WEEP NOT: BEHOLD, THE LION
OF THE TRIBE OF JUDA, THE ROOT OF DAVID, HATH PREVAILED TO OPEN
THE BOOK, AND TO LOOSE THE SEVEN SEALS THEREOF.

One of the elders said, ""Don't weep. Look — the Lion from tribe Judah, the root of David's
tree, has conquered. He can open the scroll, and rip through the seven seals." You see,
Christ is the Lion and is the greatest member of the tribe of Judah. The root of David
refers to the Messianic prophecy which spoke of an ideal King of David’s line who would
combine power and goodness.

REVELATION 5:6

6 AND I BEHELD, AND, LO, IN THE MIDST OF THE THRONE AND OF THE FOUR
BEASTS, AND IN THE MIDST OF THE ELDERS, STOOD A LAMB AS IT HAD BEEN
SLAIN, HAVING SEVEN HORNS AND SEVEN EYES, WHICH ARE THE SEVEN
SPIRITS OF GOD SENT FORTH INTO ALL THE EARTH.

The one who had just been declared able to open the scroll, was said to be a Lion. So John
looked, and there, surrounded by throne, animals, and elders, was not a Lion, but a Lamb,
having been slaughtered, but still standing tall. Instead of the strength of a lion, John saw
the Lamb which is the symbol of meekness and of sacrificial offering. The fact that the
Lamb was slain, but is living, shows that He has overcome.

660



God’s purpose, concealed for ages, can now be revealed and accomplished. He had
seven horns and seven eyes, the seven spirits of God sent into all the earth. The seven horns
mentioned here denote complete and perfect power. The seven eyes represent complete
and perfect knowledge and insight. The seven spirits conveys the idea of completeness and
the idea of perfection.

For instance:

The Holy Spirit has anointed Jesus without measure.
He is omniscience, penetrating the innermost recesses.
He gives Jesus unlimited power to punish and reward.
He is holy as the Father is holy.

Jesus is the sender of the Holy Ghost.

The Holy Spirit is the fullness of all spiritual gifts.

He can restore to life that which was dead.
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The fact that He was standing, though He had the appearance of slaughter, shows that the
resurrection of Jesus is not a myth.

REVELATION 5:7-8

7 AND HE CAME AND TOOK THE BOOK OUT OF THE RIGHT HAND OF HIM
THAT SAT UPON THE THRONE.

8 AND WHEN HE HAD TAKEN THE BOOK, THE FOUR BEASTS AND FOUR AND
TWENTY ELDERS FELL DOWN BEFORE THE LAMB, HAVING EVERY ONE OF
THEM HARPS, AND GOLDEN VIALS FULL OF ODOURS, WHICH ARE THE
PRAYERS OF SAINTS.

To be able to open the scroll was going to take a Lion’s strength for it was an exploit
of war—a going forth of power to take possession of an earthly kingdom. But this is not
what had qualified Jesus to open the scroll. It was His suffering as a sacrificial Lamb,
though innocent, His bearing our sins in His own body, and vanquishing all legal
disabilities by His atoning blood that put Him in the position to open the scroll.

This picture is the fulfillment of Daniel 7:9-14.

DANIEL 7:9-14

9 I BEHELD TILL THE THRONES WERE CAST DOWN, AND THE ANCIENT OF
DAYS DID SIT, WHOSE GARMENT WAS WHITE AS SNOW, AND THE HAIR OF
HIS HEAD LIKE THE PURE WOOL: HIS THRONE WAS LIKE THE FIERY FLAME,
AND HIS WHEELS AS BURNING FIRE.

10 A FIERY STREAM ISSUED AND CAME FORTH FROM BEFORE HIM:
THOUSAND THOUSANDS MINISTERED UNTO HIM, AND TEN THOUSAND TIMES
TEN THOUSAND STOOD BEFORE HIM: THE JUDGMENT WAS SET, AND THE
BOOKS WERE OPENED.

11 I BEHELD THEN BECAUSE OF THE VOICE OF THE GREAT WORDS WHICH
THE HORN SPAKE: I BEHELD EVEN TILL THE BEAST WAS SLAIN, AND HIS
BODY DESTROYED, AND GIVEN TO THE BURNING FLAME.
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12 AS CONCERNING THE REST OF THE BEASTS, THEY HAD THEIR DOMINION
TAKEN AWAY: YET THEIR LIVES WERE PROLONGED FOR A SEASON AND
TIME.

13 I SAW IN THE NIGHT VISIONS, AND, BEHOLD, ONE LIKE THE SON OF MAN
CAME WITH THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN, AND CAME TO THE ANCIENT OF DAYS,
AND THEY BROUGHT HIM NEAR BEFORE HIM.

14 AND THERE WAS GIVEN HIM DOMINION, AND GLORY, AND A KINGDOM,
THAT ALL PEOPLE, NATIONS, AND LANGUAGES, SHOULD SERVE HIM: HIS
DOMINION IS AN EVERLASTING DOMINION, WHICH SHALL NOT PASS AWAY,
AND HIS KINGDOM THAT WHICH SHALL NOT BE DESTROYED.

The slain Lamb came over to the One seated on the throne and took the scroll from
His right hand. The moment He took the scroll, the four animals and twenty-four elders fell
down and worshiped the Lamb. Each had a harp and each had a bowl, a gold bowl filled
with incense, the prayers of God's holy people. Incense represents and purifies the prayers
of the saints—saints, who had been sinners, but who had been redeemed by the blood of the
Lamb. These prayers have been stored in heaven for this special time. It is the twenty-four
elders who present these prayers of the saints so that the saint who had prayed that
particular prayer could hold it up before God.

REVELATION 5:9

9 AND THEY SUNG A NEW SONG, SAYING, THOU ART WORTHY TO TAKE THE
BOOK, AND TO OPEN THE SEALS THEREOF: FOR THOU WAST SLAIN, AND
HAST REDEEMED US TO GOD BY THY BLOOD OUT OF EVERY KINDRED, AND
TONGUE, AND PEOPLE, AND NATION;

Worthy! Take the scroll, open its seals. Slain! Paying in blood, you bought men and
women, Bought them back from all over the earth, Bought them back for God.

This new song was in response to God’s redemptive act which had been fulfilled by
obedience unto death by Jesus Christ. The same ascription of praise is accorded to the
Lamb as the Creator.

John assures people out of every tribe, tongue, people and nation will have been redeemed
by the blood of Christ.

REVELATION 5:10

10 AND HAST MADE US UNTO OUR GOD, KINGS AND PRIESTS: AND WE SHALL
REIGN ON THE EARTH.

THEY THEN DECLARE THAT YOU, FATHER GOD, HAVE MADE US TO BE A
KINGDOM.

We are priests for our god, and priest-kings to rule over the earth. We, these saved ones
will have learned our role of intercession and authority as believers as we functioned as
kings and priests, reigning “in Christ” while on earth, in His kingdom authority. This verse
forecasts the ultimate consummation of the great commission at work as a countless
number from every people gather at God’s eternal throne. As a royal priesthood, we, the
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saints, reign now with Christ on the earth by our worship, our prayers, and our witness in
Word and deed. This sense of praise that is in progress now will be perfected and continues
throughout redemptive history once we are in heaven. Every created being joins the cosmic
chorus, and ascribes to the Lamb every attribute of God.

Redemption stretches back through a history of a little over six thousand years, and
yet its sublimest part is still future. What a day that will be when we receive our
redemption in its entirety. Now, we only have a fore taste of glory divine.

REVELATION 5:11

11 AND I BEHELD, AND I HEARD THE VOICE OF MANY ANGELS ROUND ABOUT
THE THRONE AND THE BEASTS AND THE ELDERS: AND THE NUMBER OF
THEM WAS TEN THOUSAND TIMES TEN THOUSAND, AND THOUSANDS OF
THOUSANDS;

John said, “I looked again.” I heard a company of angels around the throne, the animals,
and the elders — ten thousand times ten thousand their number, thousand after thousand
after thousand in full song singing.

REVELATION 5:12-13

12 SAYING WITH A LOUD VOICE, WORTHY IS THE LAMB THAT WAS SLAIN TO
RECEIVE POWER, AND RICHES, AND WISDOM, AND STRENGTH, AND HONOUR,
AND GLORY, AND BLESSING.

13 AND EVERY CREATURE WHICH IS IN HEAVEN, AND ON THE EARTH, AND
UNDER THE EARTH, AND SUCH AS ARE IN THE SEA, AND ALL THAT ARE IN
THEM, HEARD I SAYING, BLESSING, AND HONOUR, AND GLORY, AND POWER,
BE UNTO HIM THAT SITTETH UPON THE THRONE, AND UNTO THE LAMB FOR
EVER AND EVER.

Then I heard every creature in heaven and earth, in underworld and sea, join in, all voices
in all places, saying: blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, be unto Him that sitteth
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and ever.

REVELATION 5:14
14AND THE FOUR BEASTS SAID, AMEN. AND THE FOUR AND TWENTY ELDERS
FELL DOWN AND WORSHIPPED HIM THAT LIVETH FOR EVER AND EVER.

There was a tremendous amount of worship taking place in heaven.

Meanwhile back on earth, one of the worst horrors imaginable is about to happen.
Many plagues are about to strike the world’s people. Most of these plagues are the result of
man’s inhumanity to man. Many of the plagues will be so extensive that only a small
percent of the world’s population will survive them. Probably billions will die of these
plagues.

663



Unsanitary conditions will be everywhere during this time which will enhance the
spread of these infectious diseases that will already be out of control. I ask you this
question: Should we, the present-day saints, keep silent of this subject? Should we not be
singing these praises with the living ones and elders. What if inspired apostles no longer
admit the subject into their holy writings, perhaps. What if it should it be dropped from
the discourse of our sanctuaries, and from the inculcations of them that fear God. Woe,
woe, to that man who is convinced of its truth, but for the sake of place or friendship,
refrains from confessing it. It has been said of him—he barters away his kingdom for the
applause of men. He eclipses the glory of Christ to enhance his own. He suppresses the
adoring song of celestial kings, that he may win a little empty favor by base pandering to
the pleasure of an ignorant, unbelieving, and godless world.

REVELATION 6:1
1 AND ISAW WHEN THE LAMB OPENED ONE OF THE SEALS, AND  HEARD, AS IT WERE
THE NOISE OF THUNDER, ONE OF THE FOUR BEASTS SAYING, “COME AND SEE.”

The scroll cannot be unrolled until all seven seals are broken, each of which is going to release some sort of
judgment. As we know, God is love, but we are about to learn that His wrath is horrible. It is to be noted
that God is in complete control of the tragic consequences of sin in history. He uses them to accomplish his
purposes. He takes what the enemy means for harm and turn them into a blessing whether it is in our
personal lives or in his eternal plan for all of creation.

Any time the twenty-four elders spoke, they talked about heaven. Any time the four beasts spoke,
they talked about earth. Remember we have already learned that the four beasts were going to be executors
of judgment on the earth. One of the four beasts spoke with *“the voice of thunder.” It was with the tone of
terror, majesty, and judgment, in keeping with the character of the throne, and the nature of the
proceeding, which is that of judicial administration. The cry was very brief. Rather than “come and see,” it
should just simply be “come” or just as correct “go.”

Itis not directed to John, but to the first horseman. John then saw a symbolic view of what was
beginning to take place on earth.

REVLATION 6:2

2 AND ISAW, AND BEHOLD A WHITE HORSE: AND HE THAT SAT ON HIM HAD A BOW;
AND A CROWN WAS GIVEN UNTO HIM: AND HE WENT FORTH CONQUERING, AND TO
CONQUER.

At first, you might think that the white horse would indicate that Jesus is the rider. I admit that
could easily be the interpretation, but remember it is Jesus who has just opened the seal. He is there in
heaven with the scroll in His hands. He is not riding a horse. Even so, there are many students of the Bible
who believe that it is Jesus on the horse. I tell you this, so that when you do your own study of Revelation,
you will not be surprised if you find information that does not agree with what i am about to share with you.

So, let’s learn about the rider on the white horse. Obviously, he wants to make people think that he

is Jesus. Remember, the beast who spoke to this rider looked like a lion. Apparently, this rider was going to
have the strength, boldness and actions of a lion in some way. The rider has a bow but no arrows, indicating
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that although he is militarily strong, in the beginning he does his conquering by diplomacy. Since he wears a
crown, we know he will be successful in his efforts to rule over the earth. This is a description of the
antichrist. Apparently, he does not know it, but his reign as a ruler on the earth is allowed by God so the
whole Plan of Salvation can be completed for, at the present time, the whole earth groans for redemption
and will not be able to receive it until there is a new heaven and a new earth.

It was for this same purpose that God allowed His Son to be crucified. The antichrist will bring
peace to the world through deceit and clever maneuvering. He will win the world’s confidence and
willingness to submit to his ever whelm. That peace will not last. It is a false peace. The spirit of the
antichrist is very evident in the world today and has been for centuries. In fact, Adam was
tempted by satan, but it was an antichrist spirit that caused Adam to yield to satan and
commit treason against God.

When the firsts seal is broken, the real anti-christ will begin to conquer until he is in
full control of the world. The Scripture tells us the antichrist will not make a big splash when he arrives on
the political scene. He will not enter with a fanfare, announcing, “I am here! I will now take over!” Instead,
he will squeeze his way in, little by little, beginning as one among many minor political leaders. He will
attract little attention as he methodically begins to grasp more and more power. However, with our
communication systems in place it will not take too long for him to have everybody on earth in the palm of
his hand. He will be able to reach any destination in the world within a few hours via our vast means of air
transportation systems. If any nation should oppose him, he will have missiles can reach any part of the
world in fewer than thirty minutes.

The signs that we talk about now as indicators of the coming of Jesus will magnify in intensity once
the antichrist is in power. Devastation caused by these disasters will spur a worldwide outcry for relief and
order at almost any cost. The stage will be set for the emergence of this new world leader who will emerge
out of the revived Roman Empire. This means that he will be a Gentile. He will not only be anti (against)
Christ, but he will be instead of Christ. He will overtly oppose Christ and at the same time pass himself off as
Christ. He will aggressively live up to his terrible name. He will be satan’s superman, who persecutes,
tortures, and kills the people who realize that they made a mistake by not accepting Jesus as Savior when
they had the opportunity before the rapture.

At the end of the tribulation period, the antichrist will lead the armies of the world into the climactic
Battle of Armageddon. He will be the most powerful dictator the world has ever seen. We all know that the
people who accept the antichrist will have to receive the mark of the beast which is 666. This will occur in the
last 3 ' years of the tribulation period, even though some people are already allowing the computer chip to
be placed in their hands.
Without question, many companies are using a card for their employees that can be scanned while still in
the employee’s pocket. Others have cameras that recognize the employees by their eyes.

So, it will not be hard to require people to have a chip inserted into their skin which will not only
have work information on it, but medical records, financial records—really one’s entire life’s history. Again,
an absolute requirement for such a chip will not be until the great tribulation. John the apostle emphasized
this fact when he wrote that this ominous personality will arise from among the mass of ordinary people.
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REVELATION 13:1

13 AND ISTOOD UPON THE SAND OF THE SEA, AND SAW A BEAST RISE UP OUT OF THE
SEA, HAVING SEVEN HEADS AND TEN HORNS, AND UPON HIS HORNS TEN CROWNS, AND
UPON HIS HEADS THE NAME OF BLASPHEMY.

You will recall from our study of the Book of Daniel that he gives us more information about the
antichrist. Let me remind you of some of the things that god revealed to Daniel about the antichrist. Daniel
noted that the antichrist will have a charismatic personality enhanced by his speaking ability. He will sway
the masses with his spellbinding words of power and promise. Daniel goes on to tell us that the antichrist
will use his words against God. The antichrist will promise peace while preparing for war. He will
mesmerize the world, demanding the worship of the masses in exchange for the right to buy bread. This
ruler will attempt to change the moral and natural laws of the mankind. As you know his spirit is already at
work calling that which is good, bad and that which is bad, good.

To be more explicit, homosexuality, which used to be against the law, is being promoted as the popular
thing to be involved. Almost every secular show on television incorporates homosexuality in it. As you
know, the spirit of the anit-christ was working overtime in the minds and hearts of five of our supreme
court judges when they declared that same-sex marriages were constitutional. The antichrist will even
declare that the nature of the universe is now altered.

Global warming is a tactic used by the antichrist spirit to make people think that they determine the
climate—not God. The Word of God says we will always have seasons. Changes in weather patterns such
as the cold, snowy winters and the hot, hot summers that we have now is attributed to global warming,
when in actuality they are signs of the coming of Jesus and the wrath of God that is going to be poured out
on the world during the tribulation period.

Back to the antichrist, he will be indwelt by demonic forces, mostly satan himself.
He is going to be an attractive person. The combination of magnetic personality, speaking ability, and
extreme good looks will make him virtually irresistible to the masses. People will flock to him. They will fall
over themselves to do anything he asks. He begins as the little horn, but then succeeds in uprooting three of
the first horns. He will do this by his clever political manipulation—not war. He will then take control of
their countries. The antichrist will be a political genius, a masterful diplomat, and a clever leader. He will
succeed where other diplomats have f ailed. Remember, however, he will have another side—he will also be
a cruel leader.

After 3’ years, he will change his tactics. He will drop all pretensions of peace and adopt a
program of crushing power. He will break his covenant with Israel and subject the Jews to great
persecution. He will not stop with just the Jews. He will break the whole world , so to speak, into pieces. He
will take out his wrath on anyone who dares to turn to Christ. His approach in dealing with them will be to
slowly and painfully wear down the people who are trying to turn to God. It will be a torturous, cruel
persecution reminiscent of the horrors nero inflicted on the Christians in ancient Rome, but even worse.
They will then be martyred for their faith.

Later in the book of revelation, we are going to learn even some more information about the

antichrist. A sensational moment will come. The antichrist will be killed. He will be raised back to life by
the power of satan in a grotesque counterfeit of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.
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REVELAITON 13:34

3 AND ISAW ONE OF HIS HEADS AS IT WERE WOUNDED TO DEATH; AND HIS DEADLY
WOUND WAS HEALED: AND ALL THE WORLD WONDERED AFTER THE BEAST.

4 AND THEY WORSHIPPED THE DRAGON WHICH GAVE POWER UNTO THE BEAST: AND
THEY WORSHIPPED THE BEAST, SAYING, WHO IS LIKE UNTO THE BEAST? WHO IS ABLE
TO MAKE WAR WITH HIM?

In the final act of rebellion against god, the antichrist will set himself up in jerusalem and desecrate
the rebuilt temple in what is called the “abomination of desolation.” The most important thing that we need
to note at this point is that the anti-christ will promise peace to Israel. He will even be able to resolve the
Israeli-Arab conflict. They will accept his promise as being true. He will establish an agreement between
Israel and the Islamic nations. Israel will think the anti-christ force will protect them from any enemies.
They will think that they can for the first time in their existence dwell in peace and safety. As you know, the
Bible says that when people are saying that they have peace and safety, destruction is on the way.

Well, again today, I encourage each one of us to make certain that were are in heaven as the various
seals are broken. God wants us to escape the judgment that will soon be coming upon the earth.

Now, let’s get back to Revelation, chapter 6.

REVELATION 6:34

3 AND WHEN HE HAD OPENED THE SECOND SEAL, HEARD THE SECOND BEAST SAY,
COME AND SEE.

4 AND THERE WENT OUT ANOTHER HORSE THAT WAS RED: AND POWER WAS GIVEN
TO HIM THAT SAT THEREON TO TAKE PEACE FROM THE EARTH, AND THAT THEY
SHOULD KILL ONE ANOTHER: AND THERE WAS GIVEN UNTO HIM A GREAT SWORD.

The second horseman is called by the second beast which looks like a calf. Calves were slaughtered and
offered as sacrifices. This horseman ides on a red horse. Red is the hue of blood which is indicative of
vengeance and slaughter. Bloody times are just ahead. This rider’s job is take peace from the earth. He will
cause people to begin to kill each other. He has a great and terrible weapon is put into his hand. The result
of his presence is war, much taking of life by public executions, and mutual killing among men. Nations are
going to rise against nations, and kingdom against kingdom. Murderous hate of one portion of citizens will
be exercised against another portion. Bloody commaotions all over the face of society will occur. There will
be no respect for life. There will be a rampage of human passion leading to all forms of bloodshed.

What I am describing is the beginning of WW IIL.

‘When Daniel’s “three kings” oppose the antichrist, he will respond in deadly fashion, swiftly
crushing his enemies and bringing death to earth on a massive scale never before known. Nuclear weapons
will be used, most likely by both sides. An invasion of Israel will take place. It will be an invasion comprised
of enormous masses of troops from a coalition of nations led by Russia and Iran. You do know that Russia
and Iran have a very close connection. Itis likely that this invasion will occur shortly after Israel signs a
covenant with the anti-christ. In the meantime, we need to keep an eye on Russia and definitely never make
another mistake of giving Iran our taxpayer money to acquire weapons to use against us. China is another
great threat to our country.
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Ezekiel foresaw this war. We have his information about it in chapters 38 and 38. He uses Genesis,
chapter 10, upon which to base his prophecy. You will find the same names in Ezekiel as you find in
Genesis 10. For the sake of time, we will not read these chapters. I suggest that you read the whole chapters
for yourself and then refer to the notes that I am about to give you. Please understand that every day the
stage is being set for this war to come about. Once the antichrist is on the scene things will shift into fast
forward of what is now happening in, shall we say *“slow motion.

Ezekiel mentions Gog. Gog is the title given to a ruler. He will be the enemy of Israel and will come
from the North. Magog is also mentioned in these chapters. Magog refers to a group of people who live to
the north of Israel. Today’s nations which will make up Magog are parts of the Soviet Union—
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, Tajikistan, Azerbaijan, Georgia, and possibly
Afghanistan. Ezekiel lists a nation named Rosh or Russia which is the nation fartherest to the north of
Israel. This is the one that will lead the invasion of Israel. The Soviet Union at the time of its collapse had
30,000 nuclear warheads? These weapons were housed in several Russian bases around the world. Russia
did not have the manpower or the money to dismantle these weapons. Instead they sold them to Iran, Iraq,
China, India, terrorists, and only God knows who else. Over 10,000 nuclear scientists from Russia are
reported to have migrated with these warheads to the other countries.

Vladimir putin was named person of the year in 2007 by Time Magizine. He was praised for
taking Russia from chaos to a position of importance in the world today. Believe you me, Russia is going to
continue to increase in power and is not going to sit still under its present leadership. Putin accused the
West of encroaching on Russia’s borders and starting a new arms race. He said that the United States had
tried to impose its will on the world by military force. In October 2007, and September 15,2013 Putin’s
visited Iran. Iranian newspaper reported that he reassured Iran that the Bushehr Nuclear Reactor, a
billion-dollar energy project being built by Russia and dogged by delays, would be completed. The existing
nuclear reactor at Iran's Bushehr Plant already uses some Russian fuel. Russia has agreed to build up to
eight nuclear reactors in Iran.

World powers, including Russia, have been pressing Iran to curb its activity amid fears it wants to
build a bomb. Six world powers - the U. S., The UK, France, Germany, Russia and China —had been
trying to persuade Iran to reduce its uranium enrichment to a level below that required to build a weapon.

Putin has made other trips to other Muslim nations including Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Jordan, United
Arab Emirates, Indonesia, and Libya. He made lucrative agreements and contracts for further joint efforts
in the production of oil and the exploration of natural gas reserves.

Europe is not blind to what is going on in Russia. European leaders have taken note of Russia’s
resurgence with growing alarm and dismay. According to a former German foreign minister, the Kremlin
sets the agenda for the European Union. Europe is also aware that Russia is seemingly winning the energy
dominance game by signing individual deals with EU members and then building pipelines.

Itis important for us to pray for the protection of our country. We are not to live in fear, however.

‘We know that Jesus is going to cry out, “ Come up hither” before things here on earth move into the
tribulation period.
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Back to Ezekiel. There are many other countries mentioned by Ezekiel that will work with Russian
and Iran to destroy Israel. Nearly all of these nations are either Islamic or Pro-Islamic. The Koran states
that anyone who is not a Muslim should be killed. The news media says that only the radical Muslims
desire this. Ezekiel did list some nations that will not be enemies of Israel. These countries are likely to be
Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Oman, and the Gulf countries of Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates. Western
countries that will favor Israel, according to Ezekiel, are England and the other courtries that have come
about by becoming independent from England. These would include Canada, Australia, New Zeland, and
the African Colonies. The United States is not mentioned in this prophecy. When we study Revelation 18, I
will explain why the United States is not mentioned in prophecy. Itis obvious that Ezekiel’s ancient
prophecy, written some twenty-six hundred years ago, informs us as to what is going on in the world today
right before our very eyes.

‘When this war takes place, the Israelis will be so outhnumbered that there will be no human way
they can win this war. Only intervention by God Himself could possibly save them. And that is exactly
what will happen.

Let me remind you again to read Ezekiel 38 and 39. You will find that he prophesied these things that are
recorded in Revelation 6.

REVELATION 6:5-6

5 AND WHEN HE HAD OPENED THE THIRD SEAL, I HEARD THE THIRD BEAST SAY, COME
AND SEE. AND I BEHELD, AND LO A BLACK HORSE; AND HE THAT SAT ON HIM HAD A
PAIR OF BALANCES IN HIS HAND.

6 AND IHEARD A VOICE IN THE MIDST OF THE FOUR BEASTS SAY, A MEASURE OF
WHEAT FOR A PENNY, AND THREE MEASURES OF BARLEY FOR A PENNY; AND SEE
THOU HURT NOT THE OIL AND THE WINE.

The rider on the black horse was called by the third beast which had the face of a man. The action of the
rider on the black horse was going to affect every person that was left on the earth. He carries a pair of
balances in his hand. There is a close and careful weighing and the things weighed are the common articles
of food. When things are plentiful, exact weight or measure is not regarded. But when things become
scarce and high in price, then it is strictly weighed, and every ounce is taken into account. So, we see that the
action of this rider is to bring about an economic disruption. There will be a rampant inflation which is a
common aftermath of war and it is going to fill the earth. People will have to work all day just to get enough
food to eat, with nothing left over for his family or the elderly. Prior to this time, a denarius was the daily
wage for a laborer, and would buy eight times the amount of wheat and barley. Because of this inflation,
many people will starve to death. Jeremiah wrote about this in lamentations 4:9.

LAMENTATIONS 4:9

9THEY THAT BE SLAIN WITH THE SWORD ARE BETTER THAN THEY THAT BE SLAIN
WITH HUNGER: FOR THESE PINE AWAY, STRICKEN THROUGH FOR WANT OF THE
FRUITS OF THE FIELD.

What we need to remember, here and now, is that God from whom we have our daily bread.

What happens with the rider on the black horse is a direct effect of what the rider on the red horse
caused—a world without peace. On the other hand, the call to not “harm the oil and the wine”—symbols
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of wealth—indicates that the rich will get richer and the poor will become poorer. It is the rich who own the
olive trees and the vineyards. Once these trees and vines have been planted, they, unlike wheat and barley,
can continue to grow and produce with little labor caring for them—year after year without having to be
planted each year like wheat and barley.

While all this is going on, a fourth seal is broken. The fourth seal brought disease and death. One-
fourth of the population of the earth die. This was only the beginning of sorrow.

REVELATION 6:9-11

9 AND WHEN HE HAD OPENED THE FIFTH SEAL, I SAW UNDER THE ALTAR THE SOULS
OF THEM THAT WERE SLAIN FOR THE WORD OF GOD, AND FOR THE TESTIMONY
WHICH THEY HELD:

10 AND THEY CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING, HOW LONG, O LORD, HOLY AND
TRUE, DOST THOU NOT JUDGE AND AVENGE OUR BLOOD ON THEM THAT DWELL ON
THE EARTH?

11 AND WHITE ROBES WERE GIVEN UNTO EVERY ONE OF THEM; AND IT WAS SAID
UNTO THEM, THAT THEY SHOULD REST YET FOR A LITTLE SEASON, UNTIL THEIR
FELLOWSERVANTS ALSO AND THEIR BRETHREN, THAT SHOULD BE KILLED AS THEY
WERE, SHOULD BE FULFILLED.

‘When the fifth seal is opened, John saw “under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the Word
of God and for their testimony which they held.” In ancient sacrifices, the blood, which symbolized life, was
poured out at the base of the altar. These martyrs were praying for the vindication of god’s justice, not for
vengeance on those who had opposed god and them here on earth. These souls under the altar were given
white robes which represent purity and victory. They are told to rest a little while longer there under the
altar. This is described more in Revelation, chapter 7.

REVELATION 7:1-2

1 AND AFTER THESE THINGS I SAW FOUR ANGELS STANDING ON THE FOUR CORNERS
OF THE EARTH, HOLDING THE FOUR WINDS OF THE EARTH, THAT THE WIND SHOULD
NOT BLOW ON THE EARTH, NOR ON THE SEA, NOR ON ANY TREE.

2 AND ISAW ANOTHER ANGEL ASCENDING FROM THE EAST, HAVING THE SEAL OF
THE LIVING GOD: AND HE CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE TO THE FOUR ANGELS, TO
WHOM IT WAS GIVEN TO HURT THE EARTH AND THE SEA,

The four winds of the earth are evil forces of devastation controlled by four angels. The east symbolizes the
source of blessing.

REVELATION 7:3
3SAYING, HURT NOT THE EARTH, NEITHER THE SEA, NOR THE TREES, TILL. WE HAVE
SEALED THE SERVANTS OF OUR GOD IN THEIR FOREHEADS.

The seal is the invisible sign of god’s protection, not from tribulation and death, but from god’s wrath.

God had predestined that 144,000 jews were to be sealed by the holy spirit as god’s possession in a dramatic
contrast to those who bear “the mark of the beast. The angels who were about to go into action as soon as
the sixth seal was broken were told to hold up.
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REVELATION 7:4

4 AND I HEARD THE NUMBER OF THEM WHICH WERE SEALED: AND THERE WERE
SEALED AN HUNDRED AND FORTY AND FOUR THOUSAND OF ALL THE TRIBES OF THE
CHILDREN OF ISRAEL.

One hundred and forty-four thousand symbolizes completeness. A thousand was the basic military
division in the camp of Israel, 10x10x10, making a perfect cube symbolizing completeness. When
multiplied by 144 or 12x12, symbolizing the faithful remnant. Not all of the 144,000 Jews had arrived in
heaven. Therefore, these angels were not to bring about a cosmic catastrophe on earth until all of the elect
had arrived in heaven. You see, God patiently delays judgment to give the remaining portion of the elect
their opportunity to accept Jesus as Savior.

REVELATION 7:5-9

5 OF THE TRIBE OF JUDA WERE SEALED TWELVE THOUSAND. OF THE TRIBE OF
REUBEN WERE SEALED TWELVE THOUSAND. OF THE TRIBE OF GAD WERE SEALED
TWELVE THOUSAND.

6 OF THE TRIBE OF ASER WERE SEALED TWELVE THOUSAND. OF THE TRIBE OF
NEPTHALI WERE SEALED TWELVE THOUSAND. OF THE TRIBE OF MANASSES WERE
SEALED TWELVE THOUSAND.

7 OF THE TRIBE OF SIMEON WERE SEALED TWELVE THOUSAND. OF THE TRIBE OF
LEVI WERE SEALED TWELVE THOUSAND. OF THE TRIBE OF ISSACHAR WERE SEALED
TWELVE THOUSAND.

8 OF THE TRIBE OF ZABULON WERE SEALED TWELVE THOUSAND. OF THE TRIBE OF
JOSEPH WERE SEALED TWELVE THOUSAND. OF THE TRIBE OF BENJAMIN WERE
SEALED TWELVE THOUSAND.

9 AFTER THIS I BEHELD, AND, LO, A GREAT MULTITUDE, WHICH NO MAN COULD
NUMBER, OF ALL NATIONS, AND KINDREDS, AND PEOPLE, AND TONGUES, STOOD
BEFORE THE THRONE, AND BEFORE THE LAMB, CLOTHED WITH WHITE ROBES, AND
PALMS IN THEIR HANDS;

A great multitude is all the redeemed out of all people groups throughout all of history. White robes and
palm branches symbolize righteousness and victory.

REVELATION 7:10-12

10 AND CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, SAYING, SALVATION TO OUR GOD WHICH SITTETH
UPON THE THRONE, AND UNTO THE LAMB.

11 AND ALL THE ANGELS STOOD ROUND ABOUT THE THRONE, AND ABOUT THE
ELDERS AND THE FOUR BEASTS, AND FELL BEFORE THE THRONE ON THEIR FACES,
AND WORSHIPPED GOD,

12 SAYING, AMEN: BLESSING, AND GLORY, AND WISDOM, AND THANKSGIVING, AND
HONOUR, AND POWER, AND MIGHT, BE UNTO OUR GOD FOR EVER AND EVER. AMEN.

Here we have a sevenfold ascription of adoration.
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REVELATION 7:13-14

13 AND ONE OF THE ELDERS ANSWERED, SAYING UNTO ME, WHAT ARE THESE WHICH
ARE ARRAYED IN WHITE ROBES? AND WHENCE CAME THEY?

14 AND I SAID UNTO HIM, SIR, THOU KNOWEST. AND HE SAID TO ME, THESE ARE THEY
WHICH CAME OUT OF GREAT TRIBULATION, AND HAVE WASHED THEIR ROBES, AND
MADE THEM WHITE IN THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB.

The ones who come out of: literally, “ones coming out” expressing a continuous and repeated action, not a
once-for-all action. The great tribulation describes the acceleration and intensification of troublesome times
and climaxes with the glorious appearance of Jesus Christ.

REVELATION 7:15

1STHEREFORE ARE THEY BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD, AND SERVE HIM DAY AND
NIGHT IN HIS TEMPLE: AND HE THAT SITTETH ON THE THRONE SHALL DWELL
AMONG THEM.

The word “dwell” literally means god spreads his tabernacle over them.”

REVELATION 7:16
16 THEY SHALL HUNGER NO MORE, NEITHER THIRST ANY MORE; NEITHER SHALL THE
SUN LIGHT ON THEM, NOR ANY HEAT.

Jesus referred to these people in Matthew 25.

MATTHEW 25:34-39

34 THEN SHALL THE KING SAY UNTO THEM ON HIS RIGHT HAND, COME, YE
BLESSED OF MY FATHER, INHERIT THE KINGDOM PREPARED FOR YOU FROM
THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD:

35 FOR 1 WAS AN HUNGRED, AND YE GAVE ME MEAT: I WAS THIRSTY, AND YE
GAVE ME DRINK: I WAS A STRANGER, AND YE TOOK ME IN:

36 NAKED, AND YE CLOTHED ME: I WAS SICK, AND YE VISITED ME: I WAS IN
PRISON, AND YE CAME UNTO ME.

37 THEN SHALL THE RIGHTEOUS ANSWER HIM, SAYING, LORD, WHEN SAW
WE THEE AN HUNGRED, AND FED THEE? OR THIRSTY, AND GAVE THEE
DRINK?

38 WHEN SAW WE THEE A STRANGER, AND TOOK THEE IN? OR NAKED, AND
CLOTHED THEE?

39 OR WHEN SAW WE THEE SICK, OR IN PRISON, AND CAME UNTO THEE?

MATTHEW 25:40

40 AND THE KING SHALL ANSWER AND SAY UNTO THEM, VERILY I SAY UNTO
YOU, INASMUCH AS YE HAVE DONE IT UNTO ONE OF THE LEAST OF THESE
MY BRETHREN, YE HAVE DONE IT UNTO ME.

672



REVELATION 7:17

17 FOR THE LAMB WHICH IS IN THE MIDST OF THE THRONE SHALL FEED THEM, AND
SHALL LEAD THEM UNTO LIVING FOUNTAINS OF WATERS: AND GOD SHALL WIPE
AWAY ALL TEARS FROM THEIR EYES.

The Lamb is the Shepherd—not only of the Jews, but our Shepherd, as well. At this point, let me give you a
reminder. The first four seals described judgments largely inflicted by man. The fifth seal referred to the
Jews that had be martyred and who were waiting under the altar of God until all 144,000 of them had
gotten there.

The sixth seal describes a judgment clearly supernatural in origin.

REVELATION 6:12-15

12 AND I BEHELD WHEN HE HAD OPENED THE SIXTH SEAL, AND, LO, THERE WAS A
GREAT EARTHQUAKE; AND THE SUN BECAME BLACK AS SACKCLOTH OF HAIR, AND
THE MOON BECAME AS BLOOD;

13 AND THE STARS OF HEAVEN FELL UNTO THE EARTH, EVEN AS A FIG TREE CASTETH
HER UNTIMELY FIGS, WHEN SHE IS SHAKEN OF A MIGHTY WIND.

14 THE HEAVEN DEPARTED AS A SCROLL WHENIT IS ROLLED TOGETHER; AND EVERY
MOUNTAIN AND ISLAND WERE MOVED OUT OF THEIR PLACES.

15 AND THE KINGS OF THE EARTH, AND THE GREAT MEN, AND THE RICH MEN, AND
THE CHIEF CAPTAINS, AND THE MIGHTY MEN, AND EVERY BONDMAN, AND EVERY
FREE MAN, HID THEMSELVES IN THE DENS AND IN THE ROCKS OF THE MOUNTAINS;

We know that the number seven refers to the completion of whatever is being talked about. Obviously, the
sixth seal is the completion of the wrath of God on the earth. I am not saying that all tribulation on the earth
will end at this point. There is still a seventh seal to be broken which will open to door for more tribulation
to come from a different source. To further explain the sixth seal, be aware that there are seven structures
of creation that are affected by this seal.

(1) The sun—it becomes black.

MATTHEW 24:29-30

29 IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE TRIBULATION OF THOSE DAYS SHALL THE SUN BE
DARKENED, AND THE MOON SHALL NOT GIVE HER LIGHT, AND THE STARS SHALL
FALL FROM HEAVEN, AND THE POWERS OF THE HEAVENS SHALL BE SHAKEN:

30 AND THEN SHALL APPEAR THE SIGN OF THE SON OF MAN IN HEAVEN: AND THEN
SHALL ALL THE TRIBES OF THE EARTH MOURN, AND THEY SHALL SEE THE SON OF
MAN COMING IN THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN WITH POWER AND GREAT GLORY.

JOEL 2:30-31

30 AND I WILL SHEW WONDERS IN THE HEAVENS AND IN THE EARTH, BLOOD, AND
FIRE, AND PILLARS OF SMOKE.

31 THE SUN SHALL BE TURNED INTO DARKNESS, AND THE MOON INTO BLOOD, BEFORE
THE GREAT AND THE TERRIBLE DAY OF THE LORD COME.
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How the sun is going to be darkened, we do not know. It may be some natural eclipse, or it may be by some
extraordinary putting forth of the power of god for the purpose. (2) The moon—become like blood. The
same verses in Matthew and Joel also talk about the moon being turned into blood. It will add horror to the
scene by being dark, dim, sickly, and portentous. (3) The stars—fall from the heavens. Most likely, this is a
reference to shooting stars, falling stars or meteors—many of which the rushing, hissing balls of fire will hit
the earth causing death and destruction. (4) The fig tree—yields its fruit out of season. The idea behind this
reference is that the whole universe will be like a fig tree. Itis going to be greatly shaken , but in no way
blown down or destroyed. Its unseasonable fruit merely fall due to the atmosphere and circumstances
which have encompassed it. (5) Heavens—rolls back like a scroll. Peter sees this happening.

2PETER 3:10-12

10 BUT THE DAY OF THE LORD WILL COME AS A THIEF IN THE NIGHT; IN THE WHICH
THE HEAVENS SHALL PASS AWAY WITH A GREAT NOISE, AND THE ELEMENTS SHALL
MELT WITH FERVENT HEAT, THE EARTH ALSO AND THE WORKS THAT ARE THEREIN
SHALL BE BURNED UP.

11 SEEING THEN THAT ALL THESE THINGS SHALL BE DISSOLVED, WHAT MANNER OF
PERSONS OUGHT YE TO BE IN ALL HOLY CONVERSATION AND GODLINESS,

12 LOOKING FOR AND HASTING UNTO THE COMING OF THE DAY OF GOD, WHEREIN
THE HEAVENS BEING ON FIRE SHALL BE DISSOLVED, AND THE ELEMENTS SHALL
MELT WITH FERVENT HEAT?

We are not able to describe how this can happen, but we do know that everything that relates to the
coming of Christ and the Day of Judgment, God is able to fulfill literally all that He has spoken. In this case,
John was an eye witness to what Peter had described. (6) Mountains—moved out of place.by this massive
earthquake. An earthquake happens to varying degrees somewhere almost every day. Jesus told us that as
the earth begins to shake more often, we can know that that is a sign of his soon return. Then, he said that
such shaking would continue to escalate as the tribulation period get under way, culminating with this
horrendous earthquake that has been described as the sixth seal is broken. (7) Islands—moved out of
place. This can best described by what most likely is a volcano erupting. Whole islands can disappear in the
sea as the molten lava flows over them and then covered by the waters of the oceans. The writer of
Hebrews has concluded that this shaking of the earth will with its coming administrations determine the
end of the dispensation.

HEBREWS 12:25-29

25SEE THAT YE REFUSE NOT HIM THAT SPEAKETH. FOR IF THEY ESCAPED NOT WHO
REFUSED HIM THAT SPAKE ON EARTH, MUCH MORE SHALL NOT WE ESCAPE, IF WE
TURN AWAY FROM HIM THAT SPEAKETH FROM HEAVEN:

26 WHOSE VOICE THEN SHOOK THE EARTH: BUT NOW HE HATH PROMISED, SAYING,
YET ONCE MORE 1 SHAKE NOT THE EARTH ONLY, BUT ALSO HEAVEN.

27 AND THIS WORD, YET ONCE MORE, SIGNIFIETH THE REMOVING OF THOSE THINGS
THAT ARE SHAKEN, AS OF THINGS THAT ARE MADE, THAT THOSE THINGS WHICH
CANNOT BE SHAKEN MAY REMAIN.

28 WHEREFORE WE RECEIVING A KINGDOM WHICH CANNOT BE MOVED, LET US HAVE
GRACE, WHEREBY WE MAY SERVE GOD ACCEPTABLY WITH REVERENCE AND GODLY
FEAR:

29 FOR OUR GOD IS A CONSUMING FIRE.
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Joel had already prophesied that such a great shaking will occur just before the Lord makes His glorious
appearance on the mountain.

JOEL 3:9-13

9 PROCLAIM YE THIS AMONG THE GENTILES; PREPARE WAR, WAKE UP THE MIGHTY
MEN, LET ALL THE MEN OF WAR DRAW NEAR; LET THEM COME UP:

10 BEAT YOUR PLOWSHARES INTO SWORDS, AND YOUR PRUNINGHOOKS INTO SPEARS:
LET THE WEAK SAY, I AM STRONG.

11 ASSEMBLE YOURSELVES, AND COME, ALL YE HEATHEN, AND GATHER YOURSELVES
TOGETHER ROUND ABOUT: THITHER CAUSE THY MIGHTY ONES TO COME DOWN, O
LORD.

12 LET THE HEATHEN BE WAKENED, AND COME UP TO THE VALLEY OF
JEHOSHAPHAT: FOR THERE WILL I SIT TO JUDGE ALL THE HEATHEN ROUND ABOUT.
13 PUT YE IN THE SICKLE, FOR THE HARVEST IS RIPE: COME, GET YOU DOWN; FOR THE
PRESS IS FULL, THE FATS OVERFLOW; FOR THEIR WICKEDNESS IS GREAT.

Also, seven groups of people are affected by this sixth seal. They are the kings of the earth, the great
men, the rich men, the chief captains, the mighty men, every bondman, and every free man. Up until this
time, these people have been picking up the pieces and continuing with earthly life as near normal as they
possibly can. But after this sixth seal is broken, they will no longer have the same kind of self-security and
composure that they had had previously.

REVELATION 6:16-17

16 AND SAID TO THE MOUNTAINS AND ROCKS, FALL ON US, AND HIDE US FROM THE
FACE OF HIM THAT SITTETH ON THE THRONE, AND FROM THE WRATH OF THE LAMB:
17 FOR THE GREAT DAY OF HIS WRATH IS COME; AND WHO SHALL BE ABLE TO
STAND?

They all begin to beg for the rocks to fall on them. The people of the earth will recognize these phenomena
as coming from the hand of God. They know that it is the wrath of God being poured out upon them. Note
that they do not repent, they ask for nature to deliver them.

AMOS 9:1-3

...HE THAT FLEETH OF THEM SHALL NOT FLEE AWAY, AND HE THAT ESCAPETH OF
THEM SHALL NOT BE DELIVERED.

2 THOUGH THEY DIG INTO HELL, THENCE SHALL MINE HAND TAKE THEM; THOUGH
THEY CLIMB UP TO HEAVEN, THENCE WILL I BRING THEM DOWN:

3 AND THOUGH THEY HIDE THEMSELVES IN THE TOP OF CARMEL, I WILL SEARCH
AND TAKE THEM OUT THENCE;

ISAIAH 2:12

12 FOR THE DAY OF THE LORD OF HOSTS SHALL BE UPON EVERY ONE THAT IS PROUD
AND LOFTY, AND UPON EVERY ONE THAT IS LIFTED UP; AND HE SHALL BE BROUGHT
LOW:
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What mercy itis that day is not yet here! There is a rock to which we still may fly and pray, with hope of
security in its wide-open clefts. Itis the Rock of Ages. There is a mountain to which we may go and forever
be safe from all the dread convulsions which await this world. Itis called Mount Calvary.

HEBREWS 10:23
23 LET US HOLD FAST THE PROFESSION OF OUR FAITH WITHOUT WAVERING; (FOR HE
IS FAITHFUL THAT PROMISED:)

Now we are ready to start on Revelation, chapter 8. But first, here is a quick reminder of the first
seven chapters. John was reminded of some of the different characteristics of each of the members of the
trinity. Then he was given a message for each of the different seven churches of Asia. In chapter 4, John
was translated into heaven where he was able to see the throne room of God, twenty-four elders, and four
beasts. He then saw Jesus take the scroll and begin to break the seals on it. The firs seal regarded the anti-
christ. The second seal was about WWIIL The economy was affected by the third seal. The fourth seal
brought disease and death. The fifth seal revealed the Jews who had been martyred during the tribulation
period and were being kept under the altar of god until all 144,000 of them had arrived into heaven. The
opening of the sixth seal caused a great earthquake; and the sun became black, the moon became as blood,
Stars of heaven fell unto the earth, nature was set in chaos, the heaven departed as a scroll, and every
mountain and island were moved out of their places. That is a total of seven different catastrophes which
disturbed the earth. The number seven means all or total. The explanation is that all of God’s wrath was
about to be poured upon the earth. No one would be able to escape it. In fact, a list of seven different kinds
of people are listed. The word says that the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the
chief captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens
and in the rocks of the mountains. This means that everyone who was on the earth when this seal was
broken would experience God’s wrath to the fullest degree. Let’s see what happens when it is broken.

REVELATION 8:1
1 AND WHEN HE HAD OPENED THE SEVENTH SEAL, THERE WAS SILENCE IN HEAVEN
ABOUT THE SPACE OF HALF AN HOUR.

When the Lamb ripped off the seventh seal, heaven fell quiet for a brief period of time. It waits in
awestruck anticipation for the fulfillment of God’s purpose. The prayers of all the saints have come up
with acceptance before god, who has promised to avenge them.

REVELATION 8:2
2 AND ISAW THE SEVEN ANGELS WHICH STOOD BEFORE GOD; AND TO THEM WERE
GIVEN SEVEN TRUMPETS.

John saw the seven angels who are always ready to do whatever God commands. In this case, it was for
them to hold the trumpet that was given them.

REVELATION 8:3-5

3 AND ANOTHER ANGEL CAME AND STOOD AT THE ALTAR, HAVING A GOLDEN
CENSER; AND THERE WAS GIVEN UNTO HIM MUCH INCENSE, THAT HE SHOULD OFFER
IT WITH THE PRAYERS OF ALL SAINTS UPON THE GOLDEN ALTAR WHICH WAS
BEFORE THE THRONE.
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4 AND THE SMOKE OF THE INCENSE, WHICH CAME WITH THE PRAYERS OF THE
SAINTS, ASCENDED UP BEFORE GOD OUT OF THE ANGEL'S HAND.

5 AND THE ANGEL TOOK THE CENSER, AND FILLED IT WITH FIRE OF THE ALTAR, AND
CAST IT INTO THE EARTH: AND THERE WERE VOICES, AND THUNDERINGS, AND
LIGHTNINGS, AND AN EARTHQUAKE.

Another angel, not one of the seven with the trumpets, came and stood at the altar. He was
carrying a gold censer. He was given a great quantity of incense so that he could offer up the prayers of all
the holy people of God on the golden altar before the throne. Smoke billowed up from the incense-laced
prayers of the holy ones. It rose before God from the hand of the angel. Then the angel filled the censer
with fire from the altar and heaved it to earth. The coals and ashes of holy indignation lodged upon the
earth. It set off thunders, voices, lightnings, and an earthquake.

REVELATION 8:6
6 AND THE SEVEN ANGELS WHICH HAD THE SEVEN TRUMPETS PREPARED
THEMSELVES TO SOUND.

The seven angels with the trumpets obviously had been given instructions previously as to the order and
timing that the trumpets were to sound. So, they got ready to blow them, each one at his designated time.
Of course, this Scripture is referring to a future event. I have a feeling, however, that even now, our
personal affairs and those of nations are much more under the influence of the thinking, deliberation and
management of angels than we imagine.

REVELATION 8:7

7 THE FIRST ANGEL SOUNDED, AND THERE FOLLOWED HAIL AND FIRE MINGLED
WITH BLOOD, AND THEY WERE CAST UPON THE EARTH: AND THE THIRD PART OF
TREES WAS BURNT UP, AND ALL GREEN GRASS WAS BURNT UP.

At the first trumpet blast, hail and fire mixed with blood were dumped on earth. This is to be taken
literally. Remember, the Book of Revelation is a revealing, an uncovering. What is proclaimed by the
sounding of a trumpet is no longer a secret. The occasion is the Day of Judgment, and the business is the
closing up of the history of a doomed world. This judgment s like that which came upon Egypt, but this
time the judgment will be much more destructive.

EXODUS 9:23-28

23 AND MOSES STRETCHED FORTH HIS ROD TOWARD HEAVEN: AND THE LORD SENT
THUNDER AND HAIL, AND THE FIRE RAN ALONG UPON THE GROUND; AND THE LORD
RAINED HAIL UPON THE LAND OF EGYPT.

24 SO THERE WAS HAIL, AND FIRE MINGLED WITH THE HAIL, VERY GRIEVOUS, SUCH
AS THERE WAS NONE LIKE IT IN ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT SINCE IT BECAME A
NATION.

25 AND THE HAIL SMOTE THROUGHOUT ALL THE LAND OF EGYPT ALL THAT WAS IN
THE FIELD, BOTH MAN AND BEAST; AND THE HAIL SMOTE EVERY HERB OF THE FIELD,
AND BRAKE EVERY TREE OF THE FIELD.

26 ONLY IN THE LAND OF GOSHEN, WHERE THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WERE, WAS
THERE NO HAIL.
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27 AND PHARAOH SENT, AND CALLED FOR MOSES AND AARON, AND SAID UNTO THEM,
T HAVE SINNED THIS TIME: THE LORD IS RIGHTEOUS, AND I AND MY PEOPLE ARE
WICKED.

28 INTREAT THE LORD (FORIT IS ENOUGH) THAT THERE BE NO MORE MIGHTY
THUNDERINGS AND HAIL; AND I WILL LET YOU GO, AND YE SHALL STAY NO LONGER.

‘When this first trumpet sounded, a third of the earth was scorched, a third of the trees, and every blade of
green grass— burned to a crisp.

REVELATION 8:8-9

8 AND THE SECOND ANGEL SOUNDED, AND AS IT WERE A GREAT MOUNTAIN BURNING
WITH FIRE WAS CAST INTO THE SEA: AND THE THIRD PART OF THE SEA BECAME
BLOOD:;

9 AND THE THIRD PART OF THE CREATURES WHICH WERE IN THE SEA, AND HAD LIFE,
DIED; AND THE THIRD PART OF THE SHIPS WERE DESTROYED.

The second angel trumpeted. Something like a huge mountain blazing with fire was flung into the
sea. A third of the sea turned to blood. Most likely, the sea that is referred to here is the Mediterranean Sea.
Itis around this sea that most of the greatest recorded events of the world and of the church have been
enacted, and which is the central sea of all history, both sacred and profane. Its name means that itis the
middle of the earth.

ZEPHANIAH 1:3

31 WILL CONSUME MAN AND BEAST; I WILL CONSUME THE FOWLS OF THE HEAVEN,
AND THE FISHES OF THE SEA, AND THE STUMBLINGBLOCKS WITH THE WICKED; AND I
WILL CUT OFF MAN FROM OFF THE LAND, SAITH THE LORD.

HOSEA 4:3

3THEREFORE SHALL THE LAND MOURN, AND EVERY ONE THAT DWELLETH THEREIN
SHALL LANGUISH, WITH THE BEASTS OF THE FIELD, AND WITH THE FOWLS OF
HEAVEN; YEA, THE FISHES OF THE SEA ALSO SHALL BE TAKEN AWAY.

This means that the fish and other edible animals were wiped out. People who are not destroyed by the fire
will be left with one of their main sources of food gone—fish. A third of the ships will be burned, sunk, or
torn apart.

ISAIAH 2:12,16
FOR THE DAY OF THE LORD OF HOSTS SHALL BE UPON EVERY ONE THAT IS PROUD
AND LOFTY ...AND UPON ALL THE SHIPS OF TARSHISH.

This happened to a lesser degree when moses smote the water of the river with his rod.
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EXODUS 7:20

20 AND MOSES AND AARON DID SO, AS THE LORD COMMANDED; AND HE LIFTED UP
THE ROD, AND SMOTE THE WATERS THAT WERE IN THE RIVER, IN THE SIGHT OF
PHARAOH, AND IN THE SIGHT OF HIS SERVANTS; AND ALL THE WATERS THAT WERE
IN THE RIVER WERE TURNED TO BLOOD.

Do you think things could get much worse? It can and does. Let’s see what happens when the third
trumpet is sounded.

REVELATION 8:10-11

10 AND THE THIRD ANGEL SOUNDED, AND THERE FELL A GREAT STAR FROM HEAVEN,
BURNING AS IT WERE A LAMP, AND IT FELL UPON THE THIRD PART OF THE RIVERS,
AND UPON THE FOUNTAINS OF WATERS;

11 AND THE NAME OF THE STAR IS CALLED WORMWOOD: AND THE THIRD PART OF
THE WATERS BECAME WORMWOOD; AND MANY MEN DIED OF THE WATERS,
BECAUSE THEY WERE MADE BITTER.

The third angel trumpeted. A huge star, blazing like a torch, fell from heaven, wiping out a third of the
rivers and a third of the springs. The star's name was wormwood. Wormwood is a bitter, intoxicating, and
poisonous herb. Used frequently, it causes convulsions, paralysis, and death. That is exactly what this
meteor will do when it contaminates a third of the water supply.

JEREMIAH 9:13-15

13 AND THE LORD SAITH, BECAUSE THEY HAVE FORSAKEN MY LAW WHICH I SET
BEFORE THEM, AND HAVE NOT OBEYED MY VOICE, NEITHER WALKED THEREIN;

14 BUT HAVE WALKED AFTER THE IMAGINATION OF THEIR OWN HEART, AND AFTER
BAALIM, WHICH THEIR FATHERS TAUGHT THEM:

15 THEREFORE THUS SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, THE GOD OF ISRAEL; BEHOLD, I WILL
FEED THEM, EVEN THIS PEOPLE, WITH WORMWOOD, AND GIVE THEM WATER OF
GALL TO DRINK.

We are not finished, yet. Now we will read about the sounding of the fourth trumpet.

REVELATION 8:12

12 AND THE FOURTH ANGEL SOUNDED, AND THE THIRD PART OF THE SUN WAS
SMITTEN, AND THE THIRD PART OF THE MOON, AND THE THIRD PART OF THE STARS;
SO AS THE THIRD PART OF THEM WAS DARKENED, AND THE DAY SHONE NOT FOR A
THIRD PART OF IT, AND THE NIGHT LIKEWISE.

The fourth angel trumpeted. A third of the sun, a third of the moon, and a third of the stars were hit,

blacked out by a third, both day and night in one-third blackout. This will disturb the seasons, hindering the
ripening of fruits and harvests, and filling the world with chilliness and sickening gloom.
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ISAIAH 13:9-11

9 BEHOLD, THE DAY OF THE LORD COMETH, CRUEL BOTH WITH WRATH AND FIERCE
ANGER, TO LAY THE LAND DESOLATE: AND HE SHALL DESTROY THE SINNERS
THEREOF OUT OF IT.

10 FOR THE STARS OF HEAVEN AND THE CONSTELLATIONS THEREOF SHALL NOT GIVE
THEIR LIGHT: THE SUN SHALL BE DARKENED IN HIS GOING FORTH, AND THE MOON
SHALL NOT CAUSE HER LIGHT TO SHINE.

11 AND I WILL PUNISH THE WORLD FOR THEIR EVIL, AND THE WICKED FOR THEIR
INIQUITY; AND I WILL CAUSE THE ARROGANCY OF THE PROUD TO CEASE, AND WILL
LAY LOW THE HAUGHTINESS OF THE TERRIBLE.

REVELATION 8:13

13 AND I BEHELD, AND HEARD AN ANGEL FLYING THROUGH THE MIDST OF HEAVEN,
SAYING WITH A LOUD VOICE, WOE, WOE, WOE, TO THE INHABITERS OF THE EARTH BY
REASON OF THE OTHER VOICES OF THE TRUMPET OF THE THREE ANGELS, WHICH
ARE YET TO SOUND!

I'looked hard; I heard a lone eagle, flying through middle-heaven, crying out ominously, '"'Doom! Doom!
Doom to everyone left on earth! There are three more angels about to blow their trumpets. Doom is on its
way!"

The first four trumpets are only the preliminaries and precludes of still greater intense woes to
follow. Itis true, the sentence against sin may not be executed speedily, but it will be executed at last. Christ
will not endure the smiting, taunts, and wrongs of Pilate’s hall forever. And when these trumpets once give
out their clangor, the vibrations will run through the universe, and everything created for human
blessedness shall turn into a source of disaster and trouble to them that know not God and obey not the
Gospel of Christ.

There is now a free salvation from all of them offered through faith in Christ Jesus. Hid and housed
in him and his redeeming grace, not one of these calamities shall ever touch us.

REVELATION 8:13

13 AND I BEHELD, AND HEARD AN ANGEL FLYING THROUGH THE MIDST OF HEAVEN,
SAYING WITH A LOUD VOICE, WOE, WOE, WOE, TO THE INHABITERS OF THE EARTH BY
REASON OF THE OTHER VOICES OF THE TRUMPET OF THE THREE ANGELS, WHICH
ARE YET TO SOUND!

Instead of the word ““angel” which is used in this verse, the literal translation is eagle. The reference is to
those ready and watching saints, who are mysteriously conveyed away from the earth upon the first
manifestation of the day of the Lord. These saints are called eagles because they soar up to meet Jesus in the
air. They are referred to as one eagle because these saints make up one body, the body of the lord Jesus
Christ. Thatis why this verse says that a lone eagle, flies through middle-heaven, crying out ominously,
'""Doom! Doom! Doom to everyone left on earth!

We, the church will have a part in the administrations of judgment upon the guilty world.
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1 CORINTHIANS 6:2-3

2DO YE NOT KNOW THAT THE SAINTS SHALL JUDGE THE WORLD? AND IF THE WORLD
SHALL BE JUDGED BY YOU, ARE YE UNWORTHY TO JUDGE THE SMALLEST MATTERS?
3KNOW YE NOT THAT WE SHALL JUDGE ANGELS? HOW MUCH MORE THINGS THAT
PERTAIN TO THIS LIFE?

So, we , this lone eagle, have a mission to be executed between the sounding of the fourth and fifth trumpets.
Right now, we are seeing through a glass darkly and do not have a complete understanding of the
ministries that we will have a role in once we reach heaven. Here we are being told that we will fly like an
eagle and mingle our voices with the trumpets of judgments. Also, we will fill offices of honor and celestial
dignity among the transactions of archangels, as they go forth to close up the history of a rebellious world.
‘We, at this point will be in heaven, and this warning message of mercy is for the people who are still on
earth. More specifically, this message is for those who have not become utterly blind and deaf to sacred
things. Itis to give them warning of the terrible plagues that are about to be enacted so they can take refuge
against the oncoming calamities. Itis one of the principles of the divine administrations, that mercy is
remembered in the midst of wrath, as long as there is any possibility of bringing men to a right mind
regarding Jesus Christ. This message proclaimed by the eagle is a call to receive mercy before mercy is
gone forever.

God gives up the world to perdition with great reluctance. He has always said that he has no
pleasure in the death of the wicked. The precise manner in which this woe, woe, woe proclamation of the
eagle is to reach men is not stated.

We have already learned that there are three angels standing at attention waiting to blow their trumpets
which will also sound out that doom is on its way! The first four trumpets were only the preliminaries and
precludes of still greater intense woes to follow. The three most distinguished ones yet remain. Itis true, the
sentence against sin may not be executed speedily, but it will be executed atlast. The first four trumpets are
a special preface, consisting of a heavenly proclamation of woe, woe, woe to the dwellers on the earth.

They are a preannouncement of the general character of what is to come, and a merciful forewarning of the
judgments which these remaining trumpets are to bring.

Are you ready to learn about what happened when the fifth trumpet sounded?

REVELATION 9:1
1 AND THE FIFTH ANGEL SOUNDED, AND I SAW A STAR FALL FROM HEAVEN UNTO THE
EARTH: AND TO HIM WAS GIVEN THE KEY OF THE BOTTOMLESS PIT.

All of the previous trumpets have affected the physical world. John hears the fifth angel sound, and beholds
afallen star in the earth. The word translated star could also be translated angel or messenger. In this case,
it refers to an unidentified demonic being, possibly satan himself. He is a fallen angel. Powers are granted
to him. A key is given to him which, most likely, is the key that Jesus, after being crucified, took from satan
while in the lower parts of the earth—the key to death and hell. The key is to be used to open the doors
between the earth and the prison of evil spirits which have been held in the bottomless pit. Literally, the
bottomless pit is the shaft of the abyss which is the reservoir of evil.
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REVELATION 9:2

2 AND HE OPENED THE BOTTOMLESS PIT; AND THERE AROSE A SMOKE OUT OF THE
PIT, AS THE SMOKE OF A GREAT FURNACE; AND THE SUN AND THE AIR WERE
DARKENED BY REASON OF THE SMOKE OF THE PIT.

As soon as the mouth of the pit is opened, a thick blackness issues from it and obscures the sun. Smoke is
the symbol of deception.

REVELATION 9:3
3 AND THERE CAME OUT OF THE SMOKE LOCUSTS UPON THE EARTH: AND UNTO
THEM WAS GIVEN POWER, AS THE SCORPIONS OF THE EARTH HAVE POWER.

Mysterious and malignant tenants of the underworld are permitted to over-run the globe, and to inflict
torture and woe upon its unsanctified inhabitants. John calls these creatures locusts, but they are
supernatural, infernal, not earthly locusts. They were demonic beings which had been given a sting like that
of a scorpions, causing excruciating pain.

REVELATION 9:4

4 AND IT WAS COMMANDED THEM THAT THEY SHOULD NOT HURT THE GRASS OF THE
EARTH, NEITHER ANY GREEN THING, NEITHER ANY TREE; BUT ONLY THOSE MEN
WHICH HAVE NOT THE SEAL OF GOD IN THEIR FOREHEADS.

These locusts neither consume nor injure any of the grass of the earth, or any green thing, nor any tree.
They do not appear to eat at all, though they have teeth like the teeth of lions. They are winged creatures,
and their flight is noisy, sounding like chariots and horses rushing into battle. There is no indication that
they are capable of being caught or killed. These demons will not be able to harm those who are sealed by
God. This is in reference to the 144,000 Jews. They will have had the sealed of God placed on their
foreheads by the Holy Spirit. All of the other people who are still here on earth will be exposed to these
judgments of God.

REVELATION9:5, 6

S AND TO THEM IT WAS GIVEN THAT THEY SHOULD NOT KILL THEM, BUT THAT THEY
SHOULD BE TORMENTED FIVE MONTHS: AND THEIR TORMENT WAS AS THE TORMENT
OF A SCORPION, WHEN HE STRIKETH A MAN.

6 AND IN THOSE DAYS SHALL MEN SEEK DEATH, AND SHALL NOT FIND IT; AND SHALL
DESIRE TO DIE, AND DEATH SHALL FLEE FROM THEM.

Five months represent a limited period of time, corresponding to the life cycle of a locust. Notice that these
locust were to torment the people, but they were not to kill the people. When this happens, people are going
to prefer death to torture, look for ways to kill themselves. But they won't find a way — death will have
gone into hiding. They had no choice but to live. Perhaps, these locusts themselves will keep men from
killing themselves. Ideally, the torment will cause the people to repent.
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REVELATION 9:7-10

7 AND THE SHAPES OF THE LOCUSTS WERE LIKE UNTO HORSES PREPARED UNTO
BATTLE; AND ON THEIR HEADS WERE AS IT WERE CROWNS LIKE GOLD, AND THEIR
FACES WERE AS THE FACES OF MEN.

8 AND THEY HAD HAIR AS THE HAIR OF WOMEN, AND THEIR TEETH WERE AS THE
TEETH OF LIONS.

9 AND THEY HAD BREASTPLATES, AS IT WERE BREASTPLATES OF IRON; AND THE
SOUND OF THEIR WINGS WAS AS THE SOUND OF CHARIOTS OF MANY HORSES
RUNNING TO BATTLE.

10 AND THEY HAD TAILS LIKE UNTO SCORPIONS, AND THERE WERE STINGS IN THEIR
TAILS: AND THEIR POWER WAS TO HURT MEN FIVE MONTHS.

These locusts actually resemble little horses ready for war. They had gold crowns, human faces. They are
hairy, with hair like women’s hair. Their backs and breasts are encased as if with iron plates, after the
manner of a Roman soldier, and they have tails of the size and shape of a scorpion. The destructive power
of these locusts is limited to five months. The vivid symbolic description is intended to terrify.

REVELATION9: 11

11 AND THEY HAD A KING OVER THEM, WHICH IS THE ANGEL OF THE BOTTOMLESS
PIT, WHOSE NAME IN THE HEBREW TONGUE IS ABADDON, BUT IN THE GREEK TONGUE
HATH HIS NAME APOLLYON.

These are not physical locusts, but demonic forces under the direction of the angel in Hebrew named
Abaddon, meaning destruction. His name in Greek is Apollyon meaning destroyer—the opposite of our
Savior. The devil is real. Hell and hell-torments are also real. The devil and his torments are already
affecting people in the world today—not just someday in the future. There is a fiery abyss, with myriads of
evil beings in it, malignant and horrible, and there is but a door between this world and that.

Heaven is just as near. Heaven is above; hell is beneath. Both are reaching out to mankind. Each
one of us must choose the one to which we want to give our allegiance. As we are heavenly in our
inclinations and efforts, and open and yielding to things divine, heaven open to us, and spirits of heaven
become our helpers, comforters, protectors and guides. The opposite is true when we act in devilish
manners. Saints are to be taken up out of the world; the angels of hell are let in on those who remain on the
earth. The judgments of God are coming—they are coming. The agents for them are ready and at hand.
Men shall feel them while yet they stand upon their feet, and go on with their unbelief and earthiness. Hell is
to be let in upon the living earth, and no human hand can stay the torments.

REVELATION 9:12
12 ONE WOE IS PAST; AND, BEHOLD, THERE COME TWO WOES MORE HEREAFTER.

As you will remember these final three trumpets were going to usher in the worst form of calamity that the
world has ever known. So, we now have one down and two to go.

REVELATION 9:13-21

13 AND THE SIXTH ANGEL SOUNDED, AND  HEARD A VOICE FROM THE FOUR HORNS
OF THE GOLDEN ALTAR WHICH IS BEFORE GOD,
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14 SAYING TO THE SIXTH ANGEL WHICH HAD THE TRUMPET, LOOSE THE FOUR
ANGELS WHICH ARE BOUND IN THE GREAT RIVER EUPHRATES.

15 AND THE FOUR ANGELS WERE LOOSED, WHICH WERE PREPARED FOR AN HOUR,
AND A DAY, AND A MONTH, AND A YEAR, FOR TO SLAY THE THIRD PART OF MEN.

16 AND THE NUMBER OF THE ARMY OF THE HORSEMEN WERE TWO HUNDRED
THOUSAND THOUSAND: AND I HEARD THE NUMBER OF THEM.

17 AND THUS I SAW THE HORSES IN THE VISION, AND THEM THAT SAT ON THEM,
HAVING BREASTPLATES OF FIRE, AND OF JACINTH, AND BRIMSTONE: AND THE HEADS
OF THE HORSES WERE AS THE HEADS OF LIONS; AND OUT OF THEIR MOUTHS ISSUED
FIRE AND SMOKE AND BRIMSTONE.

18 BY THESE THREE WAS THE THIRD PART OF MEN KILLED, BY THE FIRE, AND BY THE
SMOKE, AND BY THE BRIMSTONE, WHICH ISSUED OUT OF THEIR MOUTHS.

19 FOR THEIR POWERIS IN THEIR MOUTH, AND IN THEIR TAILS: FOR THEIR TAILS
WERE LIKE UNTO SERPENTS, AND HAD HEADS, AND WITH THEM THEY DO HURT.

20 AND THE REST OF THE MEN WHICH WERE NOT KILLED BY THESE PLAGUES YET
REPENTED NOT OF THE WORKS OF THEIR HANDS, THAT THEY SHOULD NOT WORSHIP
DEVILS, AND IDOLS OF GOLD, AND SILVER, AND BRASS, AND STONE, AND OF WOOD:
WHICH NEITHER CAN SEE, NOR HEAR, NOR WALK:

21 NEITHER REPENTED THEY OF THEIR MURDERS, NOR OF THEIR SORCERIES, NOR OF
THEIR FORNICATION, NOR OF THEIR THEFTS.

These verses are clear in telling us what happens when the sixth trumpet sounds. The Apostle Paul makes
a declaration as time advances toward its conclusion.

2TIMOTHY 3:13
13 BUT EVIL MEN AND SEDUCERS SHALL WAX WORSE AND WORSE, DECEIVING, AND
BEING DECEIVED.

2TIMOTHY 3:1-5

1 THIS KNOW ALSO, THAT IN THE LAST DAYS PERILOUS TIMES SHALL COME.

2 FOR MEN SHALL BE LOVERS OF THEIR OWN SELVES, COVETOUS, BOASTERS, PROUD,
BLASPHEMERS, DISOBEDIENT TO PARENTS, UNTHANKFUL, UNHOLY,

3 WITHOUT NATURAL AFFECTION, TRUCEBREAKERS, FALSE ACCUSERS,
INCONTINENT, FIERCE, DESPISERS OF THOSE THAT ARE GOOD,

4 TRAITORS, HEADY, HIGHMINDED, LOVERS OF PLEASURES MORE THAN LOVERS OF
GOD;

5 HAVING A FORM OF GODLINESS, BUT DENYING THE POWER THEREOF: FROM SUCH
TURN AWAY.

Paul was not alone in these gloomy anticipations. Peter and Jude likewise speak of them. Jesus himself
admonished his disciples that the gigantic iniquities and sensualities of the days of Noah and of Lot, would
repeat themselves as the end approached, and that the judgments of the great day would be pre-eminently
deserved by the generation then living. Folks, we are currently living in such a time described by the verses
above. Itis obvious that the present moral state of mankind is set for the sixth trumpet to sound. We are
living in a period of abounding demon-worship.
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1 TIMOTHY 4:1-3

1 NOW THE SPIRIT SPEAKETH EXPRESSLY, THAT IN THE LATTER TIMES SOME SHALL
DEPART FROM THE FAITH, GIVING HEED TO SEDUCING SPIRITS, AND DOCTRINES OF
DEVILS;

2 SPEAKING LIES IN HYPOCRISY; HAVING THEIR CONSCIENCE SEARED WITH A HOT
IRON;

3 FORBIDDING TO MARRY, AND COMMANDING TO ABSTAIN FROM MEATS, WHICH
GOD HATH CREATED TO BE RECEIVED WITH THANKSGIVING OF THEM WHICH
BELIEVE AND KNOW THE TRUTH.

People bestow their loving confidence upon unclean spirits, invoking them for guidance, and placing
religious dependence in their impious falsities. These people, having no desire to know Christ, God will send
them strong delusion, that they may believe a lie, and be visited with the damnation their perverseness
deserves. At the same time this sixth trumpet sounds, the prevailing religion of the world will be this same
selfsame worship of demons, and following of demons’ doctrines. In connection with demon worship, will
be the revival of idol worship. There will be idols of gold, and silver, and copper, and stone, and wood which
can neither see, nor hear, nor walk. We have thought that the beginning stages of this false worship will not
come about until the antichrist comes. It should be to our dismay that this is already in progress. I was
shocked when I saw grown men Kissing a gold trophy that had been received by winning the super bowl.
Some actors have sold their souls to the devil in order to win an oscar. Along with this, morals which are
already in a state of decline will continue to go down far beyond what we today can imagine. To makeita
little plainer, if you think morals have hit rock bottom today, you are mistaken. What we consider immoral
today is just the beginning of what is yet to take place. Murder is fast becoming one of the most common
crimes. That’s easy to believe. We already have two or there almost every night with several occurring
during the daytime, as well. Already, millions of babies have been murdered through abortion. America is
supposed to be a country to declare that are all created equally and are entitled to life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness. I have been told that the United States is the only country today that has written into
its official documents that the citizens are entitled to life. Unfortunately, our supreme court at this point in
time does not understand when life begins, that is at conception.

We are fast approaching the time when it will be legal for the government to kill the handicapped
regardless of age. Also, the elderly will be considered a nuisance and must be removed by genocide. Could
covid-19 be a means of controlling the population. All forms of sin against human life will characterize
society and be tolerated and passed as if no great harm were done. Sensual and selfish passion will make
sad havoc of human life. There will be no regard for human life. This fact definitely shows that the stage is
being set for the sounding of the sixth trumpet. Another indication that shows the world is being shaped for
the sixth trumpet is the use and misuse of poisonous drugs. The word, sorceries, is used to describe the
devilish tactics that are prevelant today and which will continue to worsen as time goes on. It includes
tampering with one’s own or another’s health by means of drugs, potions, intoxications, and often with
magical arts and incantations. Alcoholic stimulants of all kinds, opium, pot, meth, prescribed medications
and even tobacco are and will continue to be used to increase love attractions. Also, the invocation of
spiritual agencies are and will be used to take advantage of people for impure purposes both bodily and
spiritually. Interlinked with these sorceries and reacting the one on the other will be the general subversion
of marriage and its laws. This is already in progress as you well know.
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The Supreme Court has set itself above the throne of God by legalizing same-sex marriages. Such
action is what got Lucifer kicked out of heaven. The institution of legal wedlock and the godly means of the
procreation of a family is in danger. With the destruction of the family institution, so goes the nation. The
days of Noah are upon us. There are still some other signs that the world is getting ready for the sounding
of the sixth trumpet, such as, dishonesty, the obliteration of moral distinctions, the disregard of other’s
rights, and the practice of fraud, theft, and deceit wherever it is possible. So, it is no wonder that a plague of
horror and judgment will come upon mankind, exceeding all that we yet have had to contemplate. The
sixth trumpet will sound after a cry comes forth out of the four horns of the altar. It comes from the
immediate presence of God, and therefore with the sanction of God. The call indicates the energy and the
universality of the demand for vengeance. Vengeance because a great crime has been committed about the
very altar of God. Forgiveness is no longer an option. The only means of salvation, Jesus Christ, has been
rejected. So, the command to sound the sixth trumpet is given. The imprisoned forces of evil are loosed and
set free for action. They had been kept near the river Euphrates for this particular time. It was near this
location where the powers of evil made their first attempts against the human race. The first murder took
place near this location. It was close to this spot where the people of Noah’s day lived. Those who opposed
Israel in Biblical days lived near this river. The people remaining on earth are now to be faced with terror,
death, and torment brought upon the by these four evil angels. Immediately upon the evil angels being
released, a host of death-dealing cavalry overrun the earth. There are such things as supernatural horses.
They are the powers of the four loosed angels, inbreathed with the spirit of death and destruction, and
putting into execution their murderous and malignant will. Even though the radical Moslims are a threat
today, they are not the horses mentioned in this portion of Scripture. Itis not the riders, but the horses that
do the killing. It does not appear that these horses can be wounded or killed. Fire, smoke and sulphur issue
out of the mouths. These are the very elements of hell and it is with their horrible, smelling breath that they
kill one-third of the population. They also use their snake-like tails to injure, lame, maim, sting, and hurt
other people.

Remember, when the fifth trumpet was sounded, the judgment was to last for five months. It
appears that this sixth trumpet’s judgment will last for thirteen months. Can you imagine what it will be
like to live during that time? People will be afraid to go out of their houses. They just might meet up with
one of these horses. Aren’t you thankful that we do not have to experience this? This judgment is for those
who disowned allegiance to almighty god and rejected the mediation of his son. This judgment is for those
who against all the light and warnings sent them, still drive on with their devil-worship, idolatry, murders,
sorceries, lewdness, and dishonesties, until they have wearied out the very patience of God. Itis then that
the horses of hell are let loose upon them, to sweep one-third of them to speedy perdition. And, yet, in wrath
God remembers mercy. Two-thirds of the population is spared, not because they deserve to be spared, but
in hopes that they will repent. Those content to give their good days to the devil’s service, seldom come to
reformation in their evil days. That is true today and it will be ever truer in the days ahead. Hell is a reality
and is in close to proximity to people in the world today. It will really be hell on earth when this sixth
trumpet sounds and, yet, the people will not repent.

PROVERBS 27:22

22 THOUGH THOU SHOULDEST BRAY A FOOL IN A MORTAR AMONG WHEAT WITH A
PESTLE, YET WILL NOT HIS FOOLISHNESS DEPART FROM HIM.

In plain English, you can pound on a fool all you like — you can't pound the foolishness out of him. If
people will not listen in the days of peaceful opportunity, there remains little hope for them.
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LUKE 16:31
31 AND HE (JESUS) SAID UNTO HIM, IF THEY HEAR NOT MOSES AND THE PROPHETS,
NEITHER WILL THEY BE PERSUADED, THOUGH ONE ROSE FROM THE DEAD.

REVELATION 10:1-6

10 AND I SAW ANOTHER MIGHTY ANGEL COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN, CLOTHED
WITH A CLOUD: AND A RAINBOW WAS UPON HIS HEAD, AND HIS FACE WAS AS IT WERE
THE SUN, AND HIS FEET AS PILLARS OF FIRE:

2 AND HE HAD IN HIS HAND A LITTLE BOOK OPEN: AND HE SET HIS RIGHT FOOT UPON
THE SEA, AND HIS LEFT FOOT ON THE EARTH,

3 AND CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE, AS WHEN A LION ROARETH: AND WHEN HE HAD
CRIED, SEVEN THUNDERS UTTERED THEIR VOICES.

4 AND WHEN THE SEVEN THUNDERS HAD UTTERED THEIR VOICES, I WAS ABOUT TO
WRITE: AND I HEARD A VOICE FROM HEAVEN SAYING UNTO ME, SEAL UP THOSE
THINGS WHICH THE SEVEN THUNDERS UTTERED, AND WRITE THEM NOT.

5 AND THE ANGEL WHICH I SAW STAND UPON THE SEA AND UPON THE EARTH LIFTED
UP HIS HAND TO HEAVEN,

6 AND SWARE BY HIM THAT LIVETH FOR EVER AND EVER, WHO CREATED HEAVEN,
AND THE THINGS THAT THEREIN ARE, AND THE EARTH, AND THE THINGS THAT
THEREIN ARE, AND THE SEA, AND THE THINGS WHICH ARE THEREIN, THAT THERE
SHOULD BE TIME NO LONGER:

The events recorded in these verses is still a part of the results of the sixth trumpet sounding. Itis not until
Revelation 11:14 that all of the sixth trumpet’s woe has been poured out. John writes, “And I saw another,
a mighty angel descending out of heaven.: This person should be understood as being the Lord Jesus,
Himself. In the O T, a reference is made to Jesus as being the Commander-in-chief of all angels.

He s the Angel of the Lord. The word, angel, is a title of office, not of nature. An angel appeared in chapters
seven and eight of Revelation. Most likely, this was Jesus. Since Jesus is referred to in this book as a Lamb,
as a Lion, and as an armed Warrior, and there is nothing to hinder His appearance as an angel.

This person is also very particularly distinguished from other angels who appear in these visions.
He is not one of the four loosed from the Euphrates, nor one of the seven who sound the trumpets, but is
referred to as “another angel.” He is further described as a Mighty Angel. This identifies Him as the
strong Lord who judges Babylon, and the Mighty One on whom God has given all power and authority.
Other angels have been referred to in this book, but they have not been called strong or mighty. For that
reason, this “another angel” is to be taken as equivalent to Almighty God, uncreated and divine. The attire
of this angel indicates deity. John beholds Him clothed about with a cloud. Whenever clouds are connected
with glorious manifestations, there we find the presence of divinity. Clouds denote mystery. The Lord
descended on Mount Sinai in a thick cloud. He appeared on the mercy-seat in a cloud. When Israel was
delivered, the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud. The list could go on regarding clouds and
divinity.

No mere angel is ever arrayed in such drapery, and the vision is that of the glorious God-man
Himself, in the midst of the grand administrations of judgments. He had the rainbow on his head—not a
rainbow, but the rainbow. Chapter four of Revelation talks about the rainbow encircling the throne of
God. No other place ever mentions an individual other than God having a rainbow around Him. The
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rainbow is a sign of the covenant of God with man, not an angel with man. The clouds were indicative of
judgment. The rainbow was indicative of mercy in the midst of judgment—*‘and his face as it were the sun.”
This again identifies Him as the same One who appeared to John in his first vision. His face shined as the
sun as he walks among the golden candlesticks. His face also shined as the sun when he was on the Mount
of Transfiguration. His face shined as he appeared to Saul, later to be Paul, on the road to Damascus. He
was referred to as the Sun of Righteousness by the prophets. His feet were as pillars of fire. This is how
John saw Him in his first vision. His feet were like fine brass melted and glowing in a furnace. They were
feet of One who had been dead, but now alive. He set his right foot on the sea and the left one on the earth.
To set one’s foot in a place expresses a purpose to take possession of that place. This was a declaration that
the sea and the earth were his possession. He is the rightful sovereign of sea and land. Here, Jesus is creating
the image of one who has invincible power and steadfastness. He also adds to this consuming destruction to
those who venture to go against Him. He cried with a great voice, even as a lion roars. It was a shout of
power, and the herald of vengeance upon enemies and usurpers.

JEREMIAH 25:29-31

29 FOR, LO,I BEGIN TO BRING EVIL ON THE CITY WHICH IS CALLED BY MY NAME, AND
SHOULD YE BE UTTERLY UNPUNISHED? YE SHALL NOT BE UNPUNISHED: FOR I WILL
CALL FOR A SWORD UPON ALL THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH, SAITH THE LORD OF
HOSTS.

30 THEREFORE PROPHESY THOU AGAINST THEM ALL THESE WORDS, AND SAY UNTO
THEM, THE LORD SHALL ROAR FROM ON HIGH, AND UTTER HIS VOICE FROM HIS
HOLY HABITATION; HE SHALL MIGHTILY ROAR UPON HIS HABITATION; HE SHALL
GIVE A SHOUT, AS THEY THAT TREAD THE GRAPES, AGAINST ALL THE INHABITANTS
OF THE EARTH.

31 ANOISE SHALL COME EVEN TO THE ENDS OF THE EARTH; FOR THE LORD HATH A
CONTROVERSY WITH THE NATIONS, HE WILL PLEAD WITH ALL FLESH; HE WILL GIVE
THEM THAT ARE WICKED TO THE SWORD, SAITH THE LORD.

This cry is for and the herald of the oncoming judgment of God, and upon it follows a notable response
from heaven. The Scriptures say that when He cried, the seven thunders uttered their voices. Remember
inn chapter 4, John saw a rainbow encircling the throne, and here he speaks of that rainbow as upon the
head of this mighty angel. In that same vision, John beheld lightnings, and voices, and thunders. In chapter
4, it does not say that there were seven thunders. But this is probably how many there were since seven is
the number of completeness.These thunders are from the judgment throne and come from the entire
administration from that throne. When the Lion of the tribe of Judah gives His roar, these seven thunders
utter themselves in full sympathy with the proceeding. The righteous vengeance of the throne of eternal
majesty vocalizes the sentences to be visited upon the guilty and still rebellious world. These thunderings
have a living personality ascribed to them. They speak, they give forth intelligible utterances.

John heard what they said and when this actually takes place, the people who are still alive on the earth will
hear and understand them, as well. They will realize that it is an expression of the majesty of God, and of his
wrath upon transgressors. Until then, the words which come forth from these thunderings are not to be
revealed. At the beginning of the book of Revelation, John was told to write and publish what he saw and
heard. Here, he was told not to w rite the words of the thunderings. John obeyed.

Whatever they will speak will definitely be in agreement with the Lion-cry of the Lord when He
comes to take possession of this earth. John noticed as the Lord was putting His right foot on the sea and
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His left foot on the land, He was holding a little book in his hand. In chapter 4, there was a book or scroll
mentioned. In was noted to be the title-deed of the inheritance, forfeited by man and recovered by the
Lamb. Itis the book or scroll that had the seven seals on it which were to be broken by the Lord. When the
seventh seal was broken of this book, it opened the way for the seven angels to be manifest. This little book
which is now in the hands of Jesus is most likely the same one as the one in chapter 4. The book is no longer
sealed, but Jesus is holding it open. He had met all the requirements of the law that were necessary for Him
to inherit the earth. You see, nobody can claim land without showing that he has the title-deed to it. In
reality, it has always belonged to him.

1 CORINTHIANS 10:26
26 FOR THE EARTH IS THE LORD'S, AND THE FULNESS THEREOF.

Jesus has worthily obtained from the right hand of Eternal Majesty, the open title to this earth. He,
therefore, will challenge the potencies of earth and hell to yield or perish. The voices of the thunderings will
be there to back Him up. Why does Jesus have this book? Why does he appear in the court of heaven as a
once Slain Lamb that He may be accounted worthy to take the book from the One on the throne? Why
does He want to procure rights, titles, and warrants for the throne? Here is the answer to all these questions.

He wants these things so that He could give and impart them to us. He did this so that, we may eat
these things, appropriate them, preach and prophesy them, live on them, and build ourselves up with them
unto eternal life. To make this somewhat clearer, the things that Jesus legally acquired for us are the
prophetic, priestly, and royal rights that should belong to him alone, yet, he gives them to us. He gives us
true faith and all abiding hope. He gives us the eternal charter from the right hand of Eternal Sovereignty
on which reposes the whole right, authority, work, kingdom, and dominion to which only He should be
entitled, yet gives them to us. Only Jesus obtained the book and freed it of its seals. And now he holds it
open in his hands as he proceeds to take possession of the earth. He extends the book to us that we may take
it from him, feed on it, incorporate it with our inmost being. Itis to be the subject of our hopes, our
prophecies and our prayers, and in the strength and virtue of it, live and reign with him forever. To realize
what Jesus has handed to us free of charge on our partis the gospel in a nutshell. It is the Plan of Salvation.
There can be no greater news than this. With our knowing what the gospel holds for us, we can agree with
the psalmist.

PSALMS 119:103
103 HOW SWEET ARE THY WORDS UNTO MY TASTE! YEA,SWEETER THAN HONEY TO
MY MOUTH!

The little book tells us about the victory of the Lamb over sin and death—the meritorious repurchase of our
alienated inheritance. It acknowledges the rights, and power, and gracious promise of our Lord to tread
down satan under our feet, and bring us into the goodly land of rest. All of these are involved with the roll
form the Savior’s hand, and are like living waters to the thirsty, and precious manna to the hungry. As long
as we are here on earth, there will be trials and temptations, sickness and disease, and hardships caused by
the enemies which will cause the flesh to experience bitterness down within. Jesus wept as he approached
Jerusalem on the eve of his triumphant entry, not for Himself, but for Jerusalem.

We, too, must pray for those around us, even those who would do us harm and cause a bitter feeling
within our flesh. But know that victory is just ahead. Joy comes in the morning.
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REVELATION 10:7

7BUT IN THE DAYS OF THE VOICE OF THE SEVENTH ANGEL, WHEN HE SHALL BEGIN
TO SOUND, THE MYSTERY OF GOD SHOULD BE FINISHED, AS HE HATH DECLARED TO
HIS SERVANTS THE PROPHETS.

The mystery of God is nothing more or less than the final sum of all God’s revelations and doings for the
reinstatement of man into his lost inheritance. Itis the ultimate realization of all the foreannouncements
made to and by any and every one of God’s prophets in all the ages. Itis the gospel of the kingdom of
heaven at length merged into full and everlasting fruition of that kingdom. In other words, it is the
consummation of all things. This fulfillment of everything is what the gospel has been pointing toward all of
the time. Jesus Christ is the focus of the whole Word of God. He is the good news and the glad tidings of the
gospel. He is the very heart and soul and life of everything that is gospel. Apart from Him, His utterances,
and His work, there is no gospel. Jesus Christ not only makes this consummation the one sole theme of;,
perhaps, the most majestic, solemn, and formal proclamation ever put upon record, but at the same time,
and after the same manner, and as a part of the same awful discourse, affirms, that the same was and is the
prime subject of all God’s inspiration of all his prophets. Any message that does not agree with this, is
heresy. This consummation will occur in the period of the seventh trumpet’s sounding. The word, period, is
used to show that its sounding is not over in an instance. For a total fulfillment of time to occur, it will take
days, possibly years. It will only come about after long, repeated, and trying delay. This is borne out by
several Scriptures.

2PETER3:3-10

3 KNOWING THIS FIRST, THAT THERE SHALL COME IN THE LAST DAYS SCOFFERS,
WALKING AFTER THEIR OWN LUSTS,

4 AND SAYING, WHERE IS THE PROMISE OF HIS COMING? FOR SINCE THE FATHERS
FELL ASLEEP, ALL THINGS CONTINUE AS THEY WERE FROM THE BEGINNING OF THE
CREATION.

SFOR THIS THEY WILLINGLY ARE IGNORANT OF, THAT BY THE WORD OF GOD THE
HEAVENS WERE OF OLD, AND THE EARTH STANDING OUT OF THE WATER AND IN THE
WATER:

6 WHEREBY THE WORLD THAT THEN WAS, BEING OVERFLOWED WITH WATER,
PERISHED:

7 BUT THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH, WHICH ARE NOW, BY THE SAME WORD ARE
KEPT IN STORE, RESERVED UNTO FIRE AGAINST THE DAY OF JUDGMENT AND
PERDITION OF UNGODLY MEN.

8 BUT, BELOVED, BE NOT IGNORANT OF THIS ONE THING, THAT ONE DAY IS WITH THE
LORD AS A THOUSAND YEARS, AND A THOUSAND YEARS AS ONE DAY.

9 THE LORD IS NOT SLACK CONCERNING HIS PROMISE, AS SOME MEN COUNT
SLACKNESS; BUT IS LONGSUFFERING TO US-WARD, NOT WILLING THAT ANY SHOULD
PERISH, BUT THAT ALL SHOULD COME TO REPENTANCE.

10 BUT THE DAY OF THE LORD WILL COME AS A THIEF IN THE NIGHT; IN THE WHICH
THE HEAVENS SHALL PASS AWAY WITH A GREAT NOISE, AND THE ELEMENTS SHALL
MELT WITH FERVENT HEAT, THE EARTH ALSO AND THE WORKS THAT ARE THEREIN
SHALL BE BURNED UP.
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The same is brought out by the parable of the ten virgins. They all slept while waiting for the bridegroom to
come, but only half of them had made sufficient preparation for his coming before they went to sleep. Since
we do not know the day and hour of his coming, we must be looking for Him every day, hoping and
expecting the speedy fulfillment of His promise. The early Christians thought His return would happen in
their lifetime, it did not. The reformation, with the revival of faith and hope that the great day was close at
hand, came and went without His appearance. Still, we must be watching as if his return is most likely to
happen in the next minute, whether it happens or not. There is one thing for certain—when the end of
period of the sixth trumpet has been reached, there will be no more delay. The final consummation may be
slow in coming, but it will come! The prophets of old foretold it. All the evangelists and apostles have
inwrought it in all their writings as one of the central and fixed things in the divine purpose. Jesus Himself
has given us parable on parable, precept on precept, and promise on promise, all directed to this one
thing—at some point in the future there is going to be a final consummation to this world as we know it
today. Jesus will bring about this awesome change whenever the father declares that there will be no more
delays. We must be prepared at all times to meet Jesus. Our confidence and hope in Jesus must remain
steadfast. True as the life of God—certain as the Divine Eternity—unfailing as the power which made the
worlds—immutable as the oath of Jesus—the great consummating day will come. The whole mystery of
God will be fulfilled.

Unbelief, away! Misgiving, be thou buried in the depths of the sea! Doubt, be shamed into
everlasting confusion! Behold, He cometh with clouds, and every eye shall see him, and they which pierced
him. Even so,amen! Holy One of heaven, have mercy upon us, and help us hold fast the profession of our
faith without wavering: for He is faithful that promised.

Let’s be reminded again what verse 2 of this chapter says.

REVELATION 10:2
2 AND HE HAD IN HIS HAND A LITTLE BOOK OPEN:

Nothing could be sweeter than to know that while we were yet sinners, Jesus loved us so much that he died
for us. The psalmist put it this way.

PSALMS 119:103
103 HOW SWEET ARE THY WORDS UNTO MY TASTE! YEA, SWEETER THAN HONEY TO
MY MOUTH!

REVELATION 10: 8-11

8 AND THE VOICE WHICH I HEARD FROM HEAVEN SPAKE UNTO ME AGAIN, AND SAID,
GO AND TAKE THE LITTLE BOOK WHICH IS OPEN IN THE HAND OF THE ANGEL WHICH
STANDETH UPON THE SEA AND UPON THE EARTH.

9 AND I WENT UNTO THE ANGEL, AND SAID UNTO HIM, GIVE ME THE LITTLE BOOK.
AND HE SAID UNTO ME, TAKE IT, AND EAT IT UP; AND IT SHALL MAKE THY BELLY
BITTER, BUT IT SHALL BE IN THY MOUTH SWEET ASHONEY.

10 AND ITOOK THE LITTLE BOOK OUT OF THE ANGEL'S HAND, AND ATE IT UP; AND IT
WAS INMY MOUTH SWEET AS HONEY: AND AS SOON ASTHAD EATENIT, MY BELLY
WAS BITTER.
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11 AND HE SAID UNTO ME, THOU MUST PROPHESY AGAIN BEFORE MANY PEOPLES, AND
NATIONS, AND TONGUES, AND KINGS.

Truly, the Word of God and his Plan of Salvation for us is like honey for our souls. How sweet to know that
we have life and it more abundantly here and now. It is even sweeter to know that heaven is going to be our
eternal home and that we are going to be able walk and talk with our Savior face-to-face. The same sweet
word that gives us this blessed assurance, can become bitter to our very being if we fail to live according to
the Word of God. The Apostle Paul commented on this factin Romans.

ROMANS 7:12

12 WHEREFORE THE LAW IS HOLY, AND THE COMMANDMENT HOLY, AND JUST, AND
GOOD.

13 WAS THEN THAT WHICH IS GOOD MADE DEATH UNTO ME? GOD FORBID. BUT SIN,
THAT IT MIGHT APPEAR SIN, WORKING DEATH IN ME BY THAT WHICH IS GOOD; THAT
SIN BY THE COMMANDMENT MIGHT BECOME EXCEEDING SINFUL.

14 FOR WE KNOW THAT THE LAW IS SPIRITUAL: BUT I AM CARNAL, SOLD UNDER SIN.
1SFOR THAT WHICHI DO I ALLOW NOT: FOR WHAT I WOULD, THAT DO INOT; BUT
WHAT IHATE, THAT DO L

16 IF THEN I DO THAT WHICH 1 WOULD NOT,  CONSENT UNTO THE LAW THAT IT IS
GOOD.

JAMES 4:17
17 THEREFORE TO HIM THAT KNOWETH TO DO GOOD, AND DOETHIT NOT, TO HIMIT
IS SIN.

HEBREWS 12:58

S AND YE HAVE FORGOTTEN THE EXHORTATION WHICH SPEAKETH UNTO YOU AS
UNTO CHILDREN, MY SON, DESPISE NOT THOU THE CHASTENING OF THE LORD, NOR
FAINT WHEN THOU ART REBUKED OF HIM:

6 FOR WHOM THE LORD LOVETH HE CHASTENETH, AND SCOURGETH EVERY SON
WHOM HE RECEIVETH.

71F YE ENDURE CHASTENING, GOD DEALETH WITH YOU AS WITH SONS; FOR WHAT
SON IS HE WHOM THE FATHER CHASTENETH NOT?

8 BUT IF YE BE WITHOUT CHASTISEMENT, WHEREOF ALL ARE PARTAKERS, THEN ARE
YE BASTARDS, AND NOT SONS.

HEBREWS 12:11

11 NOW NO CHASTENING FOR THE PRESENT SEEMETH TO BE JOYOUS, BUT GRIEVOUS:
NEVERTHELESS AFTERWARD IT YIELDETH THE PEACEABLE FRUIT OF
RIGHTEOUSNESS UNTO THEM WHICH ARE EXERCISED THEREBY.

‘What do you say, let’s live above sin and enjoy the sweetness of God’s Word. That way, we will not have to
be chastened.
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REVELATION 11:1-3

1 AND THERE WAS GIVEN ME A REED LIKE UNTO A ROD: AND THE ANGEL STOOD,
SAYING, RISE, AND MEASURE THE TEMPLE OF GOD, AND THE ALTAR, AND THEM THAT
WORSHIP THEREIN.

2 BUT THE COURT WHICH IS WITHOUT THE TEMPLE LEAVE OUT, AND MEASURE IT
NOT; FORIT IS GIVEN UNTO THE GENTILES: AND THE HOLY CITY SHALL THEY TREAD
UNDER FOOT FORTY AND TWO MONTHS.

3 AND I WILL GIVE POWER UNTO MY TWO WITNESSES, AND THEY SHALL PROPHESY A
THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED AND THREESCORE DAYS, CLOTHED IN SACKCLOTH.

The coming of the two witnesses marks the beginning of God’s program of witnessing to the world during
the tribulation period. The rapture, of course, takes all of the Christians out of the world at once, leaving
only unbelievers to cope with the impending tribulation. But, even at this point in time, God has not written
these unbelievers off. Instead, he sends two witnesses to share with them. God gives them power to
prophesy 1260 days or 3 !> years. Their ministry will be during the first 3’2 years of the tribulation. They
are to be dressed in sackcloth which signifies mourning and a need for repentance. In no way do they
represent the Old and New Testaments. They will speak and perform miracles. They are real people and
will die as real people. They are described as two olive trees and two lampstands before God.

ZECHARIAH 4:14

1 AND THE ANGEL THAT TALKED WITH ME CAME AGAIN, AND WAKED ME, AS A MAN
THAT IS WAKENED OUT OF HIS SLEEP,

2 AND SAID UNTO ME, WHAT SEEST THOU? AND I SAID, I HAVE LOOKED, AND BEHOLD A
CANDLESTICK ALL OF GOLD, WITH A BOWL UPON THE TOP OF IT, AND HIS SEVEN
LAMPS THEREON, AND SEVEN PIPES TO THE SEVEN LAMPS, WHICH ARE UPON THE TOP
THEREOF:

3 AND TWO OLIVE TREES BY IT, ONE UPON THE RIGHT SIDE OF THE BOWL, AND THE
OTHER UPON THE LEFT SIDE THEREOF.

4 SOI ANSWERED AND SPAKE TO THE ANGEL THAT TALKED WITH ME, SAYING, WHAT
ARE THESE,MY LORD?

Now, skip on down now to verses 13 and 14.

ZECHARIAH 4:13-14

13 AND HE ANSWERED ME AND SAID, KNOWEST THOU NOT WHAT THESE BE? AND I
SAID,NO, MY LORD.

14 THEN SAID HE, THESE ARE THE TWO ANOINTED ONES, THAT STAND BY THE LORD
OF THE WHOLE EARTH.

Zechariah had two faithful men in mind when he wrote this, Joshua and Zerubbabel. Both men were
testimonies to the truth that god does his work “not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the lord
of hosts.” This is found in Zechariah 4:6. Like Joshua and Zerubbabel, these two witnesses will burn
brightly as lampstands. Like olive trees, these witnesses will provide oil for the lamps. They will shine in the
darkness of the tribulation and be fueled by the holy spirit. Many people believe that Elijah is one of these
witnesses. The other witness most likely is Moses. They will speak by divine revelation under the authority
of Jesus Christ. They will preach first to the Jews and then secondly to the gentiles. They will preach every
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single day of the longevity of their ministry. Their ministry will be established or validated because there are
two of them testifying to the same thing. They will be hated by almost everyone because of their message
and control over nature.

REVELATION 11:4-6

4 THESE ARE THE TWO OLIVE TREES, AND THE TWO CANDLESTICKS STANDING
BEFORE THE GOD OF THE EARTH.

5 AND IF ANY MAN WILL HURT THEM, FIRE PROCEEDETH OUT OF THEIR MOUTH, AND
DEVOURETH THEIR ENEMIES: AND IF ANY MAN WILL HURT THEM, HE MUST IN THIS
MANNER BE KILLED.

6 THESE HAVE POWER TO SHUT HEAVEN, THAT IT RAIN NOT IN THE DAYS OF THEIR
PROPHECY: AND HAVE POWER OVER WATERS TO TURN THEM TO BLOOD, AND TO
SMITE THE EARTH WITH ALL PLAGUES, AS OFTEN AS THEY WILL.

In addition, they will tell the people to their faces just how wicked they really are. They will preach that the
judgments of the past are nothing compared to what is going to come upon them in the near future. They
will call Jerusalem, god’s holy city, is nothing more than Sodom and Egypt. They will tell the Jews that
Jesus, the one they killed, is going to reign over them. This is not the news that the people wanted to hear.
Unbelievers resist truth because it brings to the surface their god-instilled knowledge of right and wrong
which they buried so they could pursue their ungodly behavior without the annoyance of conscience. The
two witnesses, in hope of getting the people to repent, tried a last ditch effort. They brought a plague of
death upon the people, a drought upon their land and disease throughout the land. Needless to say, the
people started demanding that these two witnesses be Killed.

REVELATION 11:7-10

7 AND WHEN THEY SHALL HAVE FINISHED THEIR TESTIMONY, THE BEAST THAT
ASCENDETH OUT OF THE BOTTOMLESS PIT SHALL MAKE WAR AGAINST THEM, AND
SHALL OVERCOME THEM, AND KILL THEM.

8 AND THEIR DEAD BODIES SHALL LIE IN THE STREET OF THE GREAT CITY, WHICH
SPIRITUALLY IS CALLED SODOM AND EGYPT, WHERE ALSO OUR LORD WAS
CRUCIFIED.

9 AND THEY OF THE PEOPLE AND KINDREDS AND TONGUES AND NATIONS SHALL SEE
THEIR DEAD BODIES THREE DAYS AND AN HALF, AND SHALL NOT SUFFER THEIR DEAD
BODIES TO BE PUT IN GRAVES.

10 AND THEY THAT DWELL UPON THE EARTH SHALL REJOICE OVER THEM, AND MAKE
MERRY, AND SHALL SEND GIFTS ONE TO ANOTHER; BECAUSE THESE TWO PROPHETS
TORMENTED THEM THAT DWELT ON THE EARTH.

But then God will interven.
REVELATION 11:11
11 AND AFTER THREE DAYS AND AN HALF THE SPIRIT OF LIFE FROM GOD ENTERED

INTO THEM, AND THEY STOOD UPON THEIR FEET; AND GREAT FEAR FELL UPON THEM
WHICH SAW THEM.
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12 AND THEY HEARD A GREAT VOICE FROM HEAVEN SAYING UNTO THEM, COME UP
HITHER. AND THEY ASCENDED UP TO HEAVEN IN A CLOUD; AND THEIR ENEMIES
BEHELD THEM.

This rapture is different from the rapture of the church. The rapture of the church takes place in a split
second and the people on earth do not know what has happened. The rapture of the two witnesses is at a
much slower pace and every eye sees them rise up into the sky. The onlookers will become very frightened
at what has just happened, knowing that something even more terrifying was bound to soon happen. And
sure enough, it did.

REVELATION 11:13-14

13 AND THE SAME HOUR WAS THERE A GREAT EARTHQUAKE, AND THE TENTH PART
OF THE CITY FELL, AND IN THE EARTHQUAKE WERE SLAIN OF MEN SEVEN
THOUSAND: AND THE REMNANT WERE AFFRIGHTED, AND GAVE GLORY TO THE GOD
OF HEAVEN.

14 THE SECOND WOE IS PAST; AND, BEHOLD, THE THIRD WOE COMETH QUICKLY.

Meanwhile in heaven, it was a different story.

REVELATION 11:15-19

15 AND THE SEVENTH ANGEL SOUNDED; AND THERE WERE GREAT VOICES IN HEAVEN,
SAYING, THE KINGDOMS OF THIS WORLD ARE BECOME THE KINGDOMS OF OUR LORD,
AND OF HIS CHRIST; AND HE SHALL REIGN FOR EVER AND EVER.

16 AND THE FOUR AND TWENTY ELDERS, WHICH SAT BEFORE GOD ON THEIR SEATS,
FELL UPON THEIR FACES, AND WORSHIPPED GOD,

17 SAYING, WE GIVE THEE THANKS, O LORD GOD ALMIGHTY, WHICH ART, AND WAST,
AND ART TO COME; BECAUSE THOU HAST TAKEN TO THEE THY GREAT POWER, AND
HAST REIGNED.

18 AND THE NATIONS WERE ANGRY, AND THY WRATH IS COME, AND THE TIME OF THE
DEAD, THAT THEY SHOULD BE JUDGED, AND THAT THOU SHOULDEST GIVE REWARD
UNTO THY SERVANTS THE PROPHETS, AND TO THE SAINTS, AND THEM THAT FEAR
THY NAME, SMALL AND GREAT; AND SHOULDEST DESTROY THEM WHICH DESTROY
THE EARTH.

19 AND THE TEMPLE OF GOD WAS OPENED IN HEAVEN, AND THERE WAS SEEN IN HIS
TEMPLE THE ARK OF HIS TESTAMENT: AND THERE WERE LIGHTNINGS, AND VOICES,
AND THUNDERINGS, AND AN EARTHQUAKE, AND GREAT HAIL.

Earlier in our study, we learned that Jesus took a scroll from the Father and broke the seals on it
which brought about tribulation upon the earth. Later, we read about Jesus telling John to eat this scroll.
As we discussed the scroll, or little book, at that time we learned it contained the whole history of creation
from the beginning of it to the very end of it. Well, here in chapter 12, we are going to have a recap of the
major developments of creation’s history, but rather than the text being taken literally here in chapter 12, it
is going to be signs and symbols.

Let me set the stage. God is in his heavenly home. He has planned the whole plan of salvation, from
the beginning of it to its final fulfillment. Lucifer was in the heavenly realm and was aware of God’s plan.
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He was jealous because his position was not as high and mighty as he thought it should be. So, lucifer began
to try to figure out a way to mess up God’s plans. Well, this did not catch God off-guard for He had already
incorporated in his plan of salvation the means by which lucifer’s antics would be squelched. Remember,
the second person of the God-head, known as the Word, had already willingly submitted to the will of the
Father by becoming the Lamb slain before the foundation of the world. This means that lucifer was already
defeated even before the earth was created. Being stupid as lucifer is, but determined, he did not stop his
efforts to war against the handiwork of God. He said to himself, even though I may already be defeated,
God’s creation will not know that, so Iwill tell his creation lies and through deceit, I will get even with God.
Deceit will be the weapon that will give me what I want.

Well, God began to speak his creation into existence just as He had planned. God knew that man
would not be able to comprehend his total plan of redemption if it was given to him all at once, so, God
determined to reveal it slowly. Even with this, not everyone would accept the plan of salvation. But for
those who do accept it, this is where revelation 12:1 comes in.

REVELATION 12:1

1 AND THERE APPEARED A GREAT WONDER IN HEAVEN; A WOMAN CLOTHED WITH
THE SUN, AND THE MOON UNDER HER FEET, AND UPON HER HEAD A CROWN OF
TWELVE STARS:

A sign, a representation of something great appeared in heaven. Since this is a heavenly sign, it represents
some good. It also represents something great that has come from heaven. This woman represents all
believers of all ages. She is clothed with the sun which is a striking emblem of Jesus Christ, the Sun of
Righteousness, and represents the New Testament believers. The woman has the moon under her feet.
This is a type representing Jewish worship based on the Old Testament and it served as a shadow of good
things to come. The moon is the less light, ruling over the night, and deriving all its illumination from the
sun. The Old Testament believers possessed a portion of the glorious light of the gospel.

Obviously, at the rising of the sun, the night is ended. The lunar light was no longer necessary for
the sun shines brightly upon the earth. In exactly the same way, the whole Jewish system of types and
shadows been superseded by the birth, life, crucifixion, death, resurrection, ascension, and intercession of
Jesus Christ. Upon the head of the pregnant woman is a crown of twelve stars. This is a very significant
representation of the twelve apostles, who were the first founders of the Christian church, and by whom the
gospel was preached.

REVELATION 12:2
2 AND SHE BEING WITH CHILD CRIED, TRAVAILING IN BIRTH, AND PAINED TO BE
DELIVERED.

This is a striking figure of the great persecution which satan would use as an attempt to abort the plan of
salvation before believers could be birthed. In particular, the Roman government did its best to stamp out
Christianity. As we all know, it did not succeed. True, many people paid the ultimate price for the sake of
the gospel. But, satan’s weapons were nothing compared to the God’s arsenal. When the time came for this
birth, satan could not stop this birth. Billions of believers have been birthed into the Kingdom of God. In
particular, a deliverer in the person of Jesus Christ was born and would execute divine vengeance upon the
deceiver.
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‘We will come back to verses 3 and 4 at a later time.

REV ELATION 12:5
5 AND SHE BROUGHT FORTH A MAN CHILD, WHO WAS TO RULE ALL NATIONS WITH A
ROD OF IRON: AND HER CHILD WAS CAUGHT UP UNTO GOD, AND TO HIS THRONE.

This deliverer, who, in the course of the divine providence was destined to rule all nations with a rod of iron.
He was to be and is a strong figure who would greatly restrain the amount of persecution of the believers
would have to endure. He would prevent satan from having free reign in the lives of believers. The
deliverer in the person of Jesus was caught up unto God and to his throne. The point that we need to
understand from this verse is that there is no power other than what has been ordained of God. Does that
mean that God has given satan power?

ROMANS 13:1
13LET EVERY SOUL BE SUBJECT UNTO THE HIGHER POWERS. FOR THERE IS NO
POWER BUT OF GOD: THE POWERS THAT BE ARE ORDAINED OF GOD.

The answer is that satan was given power when he was in heaven. God did not take that power away from
him before kicking him out of heaven. This verse, Revelation 12:5 not only refers to the power that Jesus
has over satan, it also refers to the power that we have been given as believers. The word translated “man”
is this verse is in the neuter form, embracing either sex. We can say, “enough is enough.”

JAMES 4.7
7 SUBMIT YOURSELVES THEREFORE TO GOD. RESIST THE DEVIL, AND HE WILL FLEE
FROM YOU.

PROVERBS 18:21
21 DEATH AND LIFE ARE IN THE POWER OF THE TONGUE: AND THEY THAT LOVEIT
SHALL EAT THE FRUIT THEREOF.

It is also to be noted that we, along with Jesus, are to shepherdize, that is, lead the world. The time will also
come when we will be caught up to be in heaven.

Now, to Revelation 12:6.

REVELATION 12:6

6 AND THE WOMAN FLED INTO THE WILDERNESS, WHERE SHE HATH A PLACE
PREPARED OF GOD, THAT THEY SHOULD FEED HER THERE A THOUSAND TWO
HUNDRED AND THREESCORE DAYS.

The believers are going to flee or the better translation is to escape or vanish into a heavenly solidary place
which was prepared for them by God. This is another proof that the believers will not have to go through
the tribulation.
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REVELARTION 12:10

10 AND I HEARD A LOUD VOICE SAYING IN HEAVEN, NOW IS COME SALVATION, AND
STRENGTH, AND THE KINGDOM OF OUR GOD, AND THE POWER OF HIS CHRIST: FOR
THE ACCUSER OF OUR BRETHREN IS CAST DOWN, WHICH ACCUSED THEM BEFORE
OUR GOD DAY AND NIGHT.

11 AND THEY OVERCAME HIM BY THE BLOOD OF THE LAMB, AND BY THE WORD OF
THEIR TESTIMONY; AND THEY LOVED NOT THEIR LIVES UNTO THE DEATH.

12 THEREFORE REJOICE, YE HEAVENS, AND YE THAT DWELL IN THEM.

With all the believers of all ages gathered in heaven, all of heaven is filled with rejoicing. Itis with a mighty
volume that the triumphal song rings out: “now is come the salvation, the power, and the kingdom of our
God, and the dominion of His Christ.” The believers, now safe in the presence of the almighty, praised god
for their deliverance from the accuser. He has been cast down. Because of the blood of the lamb, and of the
word of their testimony, and their not holding life too dear to be given up to death, the deceiver has been
overcome. Can you say, PRAISE THE LORD!!!?” To know that the enemy can never afflict us any more
is ground for shouting. Full salvation does not come so long as satan’s accusations are not finally disposed of.
The power of the kingdom of god has its chief revelation in the dethronement of the dragon, first in heart,
and then in the heavenly places. This is salvation, and this is the power of the divine kingdom and the
dominion of chirst, when satan’s hold is broken and when his foul sway is over-thrown. We are victorious
only when his hoists are dislodged from their abodes and when he can no longer accuse and assail the saints
of\r tyrannize over them. When this great daring satanic attempt to prevent the belivers entrance into glory
is vanquished, it is one of the greatest events in time for, you see, all holy beings thrill at the sight of its
accomplishment. Itis at this point that heaven breaks forth in jubilations and song.

REVELATION 12:14

14 AND TO THE WOMAN WERE GIVEN TWO WINGS OF A GREAT EAGLE, THAT SHE
MIGHT FLY INTO THE WILDERNESS, INTO HER PLACE, WHERE SHE IS NOURISHED FOR
A TIME, AND TIMES, AND HALF A TIME, FROM THE FACE OF THE SERPENT.

The quickening power of the holy spirit energizes the woman to where she is able to defy gravity and fly into
the heavenly place that has been prepared for her. There she is able to feast upon heavenly manna and
there she will remain where she will be present at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. From this we learn
that God will never forsake us. His grace is sufficient for all who trust in him.

In this chapter, we learn about our eternal destiny as believers and the role that Jesus fulfilled in
securing our salvation. Now, we are going to look at the one who is the total opposite of Jesus Christ. Satan’s
role is that of the antagonist. There would be no end-times drama — indeed, no end times at all — had
satan not rebelled against God and corrupted His perfect creation. This chapter presents significant truths
about satan’s downfall, his nature, his vendetta, and his end.

REVELATION 12:34

3 AND THERE APPEARED ANOTHER WONDER IN HEAVEN; AND BEHOLD A GREAT RED
DRAGON, HAVING SEVEN HEADS AND TEN HORNS, AND SEVEN CROWNS UPON HIS
HEADS.
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4 AND HIS TAIL DREW THE THIRD PART OF THE STARS OF HEAVEN, AND DID CAST
THEM TO THE EARTH: AND THE DRAGON STOOD BEFORE THE WOMAN WHICH WAS
READY TO BE DELIVERED, FOR TO DEVOUR HER CHILD AS SOON AS IT WAS BORN

REVELATION 12:7

7 AND THERE WAS WAR IN HEAVEN: MICHAEL AND HIS ANGELS FOUGHT AGAINST THE
DRAGON; AND THE DRAGON FOUGHT AND HIS ANGELS,

8 AND PREVAILED NOT; NEITHER WAS THEIR PLACE FOUND ANY MORE IN HEAVEN.

9 AND THE GREAT DRAGON WAS CAST OUT, THAT OLD SERPENT, CALLED THE DEVIL,
AND SATAN, WHICH DECEIVETH THE WHOLE WORLD: HE WAS CAST OUT INTO THE
EARTH, AND HIS ANGELS WERE CAST OUT WITH HIM.

So, in addition to the great wonder of the appearance of the woman in heaven, there was another sign that
appeared in heaven—it was that of a firey red dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven
diadems upon his heads. Here we are told about a third of the angels of heaven being cast to the earth.

From this point, satan’s path is ever downward. From heaven to earth .. . From earth to the
bottomless pit. . . From the bottomless pit to the lake of fire. Verse 9 gives us perhaps a more complete
description of satan than any other passage in the Bible. He is called the great dragon, the old serpent, the
devil, satan, and the deceiver of the whole world. It is important to recognize that these descriptors are not
about his physical appearance. They show what his nature is like. Itis not correct to assume that satan is
ugly like a dragon. Actually, he is bright like the sun and glorious in appearance. Paul says that satan
“transforms himself into an angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11: 14). In fact, his original name, lucifer, means
“star of the morning.” Satan’s activity mimics his nature: he deceives by hiding the hideous nature of sin
under a facade of attractiveness. He is vicious, vile, and ferocious. His color is red, for his path has always
been stained with blood and death. In calling satan a serpent, this passage reminds us of his cunning and
deception in the Garden of Eden.

Dating back to the time before creation, satan has opposed god and plotted to destroy God’s
handiwork, including anyone who accepts salvation. Our Lord said, “He was a murderer from the
beginning” (John 8: 44). It is generally understood that “satan” is the Old Testament name for this evil
being, and “the devil” is the New Testament name. The name satan means “adversary.” Satan is the
adversary of God and of every one of God’s children. He is the roaring lion who “walks about.. . Seeking
whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5: 8). The Greek word for “devil” is diabolos. Literally, the term means
“slanderer.” That’s the label used in Revelation 12: 10.

REVELATION 12:10

10 AND THEARD A LOUD VOICE SAYING IN HEAVEN, NOW IS COME SALVATION, AND
STRENGTH, AND THE KINGDOM OF OUR GOD, AND THE POWER OF HIS CHRIST: FOR
THE ACCUSER OF OUR BRETHREN IS CAST DOWN, WHICH ACCUSED THEM BEFORE
OUR GOD DAY AND NIGHT.

Satan is described as “the accuser of our brethren.” He slanders us. When satan steps into the courtroom
of heaven, his only motive is to defame those who believe in Christ. Like a corrupt prosecuting attorney, he
tries to condemn us and destroy our reputation before the judge. Lastly, the devil is described as the one
“who deceives the whole world” (Revelation 12: 9).
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The devil’s purpose in the past was to keep Christ away from the world. Having failed that goal,
the only option left to him is to keep the world away from Christ. He does so by sprinkling lies with truths
and half-truths to create doubt in our minds about the faithfulness and glory of God. Paul exposed this
strategy in his letter to the Corinthians, saying that satan has blinded people’s minds, “lest the light of the
gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine on them” (2 Corinthians 4: 4).

After describing satan’s nature, Revelation 12 goes on to describe his power, his partners, and his
purpose. The fiery red dragon of Revelation 12: 3 has “seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on
his heads.” Biblically speaking, the number seven usually symbolizes totality, and the head conveys the idea
of intelligence. The horns are a symbol of strength. So. for the dragon to have seven heads and ten horns
speaks of satan’s distinct intelligence and cunningness. He attempts to counterfeit Jesus Christ by
transforming himself into an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11: 14). He is as a roaring lion, seeking whom he
may devour (1 Peter 5: 8). The crowns or diadems on his head are in keeping with the portrait of satan
throughout the Bible. He is a crowned monarch. In Matthew 12: 25-26, Jesus refers to satan as a king with
a kingdom. Elsewhere he is described as the ruler of this age (Ephesians 6: 12). Three times in the book of
John, satan is referred to as “the prince of this world” (12: 31; 14: 30; 16: 11,). In2 Corinthians 4: 4, paul
refers to satan as “the god of this age,” and in Ehesians 2: 2, he’s called “the prince of the power of the air.”
As “the prince of this world,” satan has subjects: evil men and women. And as “the prince of the power of
the air,” he has subjects: evil spirits. He is the ruling spirit over those bent on disobedience and the architect
of evil in the world. In 1 John 5: 19 we are told that “the whole world lies under the sway of the wicked
one.”

God did not give satan the world to rule; satan wrestled it from the hands of Adam and Eve. God
had charged them to “fill the earth and subdue it” and to “have dominion over . . . Every living thing.. . On
the earth” (Genesis 1: 28). When Adam and Eve fell from that God-given throne, satan filled it himself.
Satan, his angels and his servants are now at work in the world, executing his diabolical strategy. When
God told satan in the garden of Eden that the seed of the woman “shall bruise your head” (Genesis 3: 15),
satan began his campaign to eradicate that promised seed. Knowing from prophecy that the promised one
would spring from Israel, the adversary did everything he could to keep that nation from being formed. He
incited Esau to attempt to kill his brother, Jacob, who would father the twelve tribes of Israel. When that
failed, he incited pharaoh to murder all the Jewish baby boys in Egypt. Had either Jacob or Moses not
survived, the nation of Israel would never have existed.

At one point in Israel’s history, satan almost succeeded. The promised redeemer was to come
through the royal line of David. After David’s descendant king Jehoshaphat died, a series of intrigues and
murders eliminated the entire Davidic line except king Ahaziah and his family. Ahaziah was also
murdered. The queen mother usurped the crown and killed all of Ahaziah’s children, finally ending the
royal line — or so she thought. It just so happened that the high priest’s wife managed to hide Ahaziah’s
youngest son, Joash, until he could be crowned. In that little boy — that lone male survivor of Israel’s
royalty — resided the promised seed and the ultimate purpose of God (2 chronicles 22: 10-12). Thwarted
but undaunted, satan incited the wicked Haman to plot the extermination of all the Jews. But God raised
up Esther “for such a time as this” to expose Haman’s scheme, and the promised seed was spared (Esther 4:
14).

‘When the Prophesied Child was finally born, satan instilled fear and hatred in king Herod, who
had all the babies in Bethlehem murdered. He thought that surely the promised seed would be slain in this
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insidious act of infanticide (Matthew 2: 16). But the sovereign hand of God intervened and directed Joseph
to flee with his family to Egypt, thus sparing Jesus’ life.

Immediately after Jesus’ baptism, satan confronted him in the wilderness with the three famous
temptations. But Jesus rendered his adversary powerless with the sword of the spirit — the Word of God.
After this failure, the devil made two attempts to murder Jesus by proxy. He tried to coerce the people of
Nazareth to throw Jesus off the top of a hill (Luke 4: 29), and then he fanned the hatred of the scribes and
pharisees until they tried to stone him to death (John 8: 59). But each time Jesus miraculously escaped
unharmed.

Finally, on a Friday afternoon at three o’clock, satan saw the fruition of his centuriesong campaign when
the Son of God, the Promised Seed, succumbed to a bloody death on a cross. When Christ’s mangled body
was wrapped in linen, embalmed in spices, and sealed in a sepulcher, satan thought he had won. But God
had purposed for this promised child to rescue and rule the nations, and god never changes his purposes.
On the third day, he raised Jesus from the dead, thwarting satan’s purpose.

The Book of Revelation tells us that a final battle between these fierce enemies is yet to occur. The
ultimate victory has been won, but it won’t be totally implemented until some point in the future. In the
meantime, it is heartening to know that Christ’s victory over satan can be enforced now by means of prayer.
‘We who battle evil on the earth are fellow warriors with the angels who battle evil in the invisible realms.
Our prayers form a network of power and communication that works on both fronts. This means the
praying church actually wields a strong hand in determining the outcome of human events.

2 CORINTHIANS 10:4-5

THE WEAPONS OF OUR WARFARE ARE NOT CARNAL BUT MIGHTY IN GOD FOR
PULLING DOWN STRONGHOLDS, CASTING DOWN ARGUMENTS AND EVERY HIGH
THING THAT EXALTS ITSELF AGAINST THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD, BRINGING EVERY
THOUGHT INTO CAPTIVITY TO THE OBEDIENCE OF CHRIST.

As someone has said, “It is not the mayors that make the world go ’round; it is the pray-ers.”

2 THESSALONIANS 2:6-7

6 AND NOW YE KNOW WHAT WITHHOLDETH THAT HE MIGHT BE REVEALED IN HIS
TIME.

7FOR THE MYSTERY OF INIQUITY DOTH ALREADY WORK: ONLY HE WHO NOW
LETTETH WILL LET, UNTIL HE BE TAKEN OUT OF THE WAY.

Satan can still wreak havoc, but he cannot win against the Christian who claims the victory of Christ as his
or her own. God’s servants may encounter all kinds of persecutions, even death, but their ultimate victory
is guaranteed. This divine assurance gives us the courage to fight on, knowing we are protected from any
weapons satan can throw at us. Satan cannot have free reign as long as the Christians are here on the earth.
As I have taught before, after the rapture the anti-christ will be revealed and will begin his effort to prepare
for a major war with God. The best news is we will be in heaven with Jesus when the battle between God
and satan really gets underway in what is called the tribulation period. But when believers arrive in heaven,
they will have been made perfect in holiness, and there will be nothing satan can say or do about it. His role
as the accuser will be finished!
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For 3 %2 years, God’s wrath will be poured out on the earth as the seals of the book are broken.

REVELATION 12:12-13

12 WOE TO THE INHABITERS OF THE EARTH AND OF THE SEA! FOR THE DEVIL IS COME
DOWN UNTO YOU, HAVING GREAT WRATH, BECAUSE HE KNOWETH THAT HE HATH
BUT A SHORT TIME.

13 AND WHEN THE DRAGON SAW THAT HE WAS CAST UNTO THE EARTH, HE
PERSECUTED THE WOMAN WHICH BROUGHT FORTH THE MAN CHILD.

Satan’s fury will explode in an attempt to defy God and destroy His people. The Book of Revelation
describes the wrath that the earth will experience at the hands of satan in the last days. The word used for
wrath in verse 12 means “strong passion or emotion.” Doom is declared to both the earth and the sea, for
the devil has come down with both feet. He's had a great fall. He's wild and raging with anger. He hasn't
much time and he knows it. The better translation of the word “persecuted” is the dragon pressed forward
or continued with his persecution against God’s people. The Christians are already in heaven, but the
144,00 Jews that are to be saved during the tribulation period are still on earth. They are the ones satan will
persecute.

REVLATION 12:15-17

15 AND THE SERPENT CAST OUT OF HIS MOUTH WATER AS A FLOOD AFTER THE
WOMAN, THAT HE MIGHT CAUSE HER TO BE CARRIED AWAY OF THE FLOOD.

16 AND THE EARTH HELPED THE WOMAN, AND THE EARTH OPENED HER MOUTH, AND
SWALLOWED UP THE FLOOD WHICH THE DRAGON CAST OUT OF HIS MOUTH.

17 AND THE DRAGON WAS WROTH WITH THE WOMAN, AND WENT TO MAKE WAR
WITH THE REMNANT OF HER SEED, WHICH KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AND
HAVE THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS CHRIST.

The serpent will spew water out of his mouth like a flood after the woman, that he might cause her to be
carried away by the flood. He does not want “the elect” to be saved. Verse 17 states that the dragon is
“enraged” to the point of making war with those within the nation of Israel who “keep the commandments
of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ. You see, since he does not know exactly who these 144,000
people are, he believes he must destroy all of Israel in order to make certain that he stops their births from
happening. Itis certain that there will be an aggressive, organized effort to attack and destroy the Jewish
people. Anti-semitism will roll over the world. The spirit of the anti-christ is already attempting to make this
happen. Besides, the devil hates Israel because, from a biological perspective, Christ came from this nation.
Satan wants to destroy Israel, denying its people a home when the Messiah returns to earth and establishes
his promised kingdom. The evil one is like a spiteful child who destroys a friend’s toy: if he can’t have it, he
doesn’t want anyone else to have it either. So, as Revelation 12 tells us, satan casts a flood of water out of his
mouth to carry the woman’s child away. This is satan’s total effort to exterminate the nation. Satan’s
biggest blow will be to desecrate the temple, and the installation of the image of the beast in the temple. The
earth will opened its mouth and swallowed up the flood which the dragon had spewed out of his mouth.
This is God’s way of protecting the 144,000. Revelation 12 makes it clear that Israel will one day be
removed to some special place of protection in the land. The phrase in verse 14 seems to indicate that the
Jews will experience supernatural provision, as did Elijah at the brook Cherith and the Israelites in the
wilderness of Sinai. Whatever means god uses, we can be certain that he will preserve this godly remnant of
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his people. One day all of satan’s thrashing and flailing will stop. Jesus has already crushed the serpent’s
head.”

REVELATION 13:1

1 AND ISTOOD UPON THE SAND OF THE SEA, AND SAW A BEAST RISE UP OUT OF THE
SEA, HAVING SEVEN HEADS AND TEN HORNS, AND UPON HIS HORNS TEN CROWNS, AND
UPON HIS HEADS THE NAME OF BLASPHEMY.

The sea referred to in this verse is a reference to the sea of humanity. A beast will rise up from the midst of
humanity which indicates that he will be a human, a man of flesh. According to our study of the Book of
Daniel, this beast most likely will come from a European country. He is best known as the anti-christ. He
will become a king or ruler almost immediately, but will share his leadership position and power with some
others rulers. He will come in as a great peace-maker, but his ulterior motive will be to seize one nation after
another in a cunning manner. He will even sign a treaty with the Jewish people by declaring that he will
settle the middle east conflict. His success will be due to his great intelligence and educational degrees,
politics, religion, finances, sexy looks, exotic foods, and great oratorical speaking abilities. Upon his head was
the name blasphemy. The word blasphemy means to defame, revile, speak evil of, and against. For
example, laws will be made contrary to that which God has said, even to the point of trying to completely
destroy the Word of God. False religion which include witchcraft and sorcery will be spread world-wide.
The majority of the people will be ready, willing, and able to follow these new laws. Anyone who manages to
follow the Word of God rather than these laws will be made to feel ashamed. They will not be allowed to
speak because their opinions are deemed not acceptable.

REVELATION 13:2

2 AND THE BEAST WHICH I SAW WAS LIKE UNTO A LEOPARD, AND HIS FEET WERE AS
THE FEET OF A BEAR, AND HIS MOUTH AS THE MOUTH OF A LION: AND THE DRAGON
GAVE HIM HIS POWER, AND HIS SEAT, AND GREAT AUTHORITY.

A leopard is a black animal with brown and yellow spots. The black coloring seems to show that this
human beast is operating under the direction of the prince of darkness, better known as the devil. The
brown and yellow spots could signify a mixed racial heritage. His feet were like those of a bear and his
mouth was like that of a lion.

PROVERBS 28:15
15 AS A ROARING LION, AND A RANGING BEAR; SO IS A WICKED RULER OVER THE
POOR PEOPLE.

JOEL 1:6

6 FOR A NATION IS COME UP UPON MY LAND, STRONG, AND WITHOUT NUMBER,
WHOSE TEETH ARE THE TEETH OF A LION, AND HE HATH THE CHEEK TEETH OF A
GREAT LION.

This shows that this human beast had a greedy appetite. He is out to take control of the whole earth. The

land will become desolate. People and the animals will starve to death. Then Revelation 13:2 says, “...and
the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.” Ezekiel speaks of this time of tribulation.
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EZEKIEL 22:25-29

25 THERE IS A CONSPIRACY OF HER PROPHETS IN THE MIDST THEREOF, LIKE A
ROARING LION RAVENING THE PREY; THEY HAVE DEVOURED SOULS; THEY HAVE
TAKEN THE TREASURE AND PRECIOUS THINGS; THEY HAVE MADE HER MANY
WIDOWS IN THE MIDST THEREOF.

26 HER PRIESTS HAVE VIOLATED MY LAW, AND HAVE PROFANED MINE HOLY THINGS:
THEY HAVE PUT NO DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE HOLY AND PROFANE, NEITHER HAVE
THEY SHEWED DIFFERENCE BETWEEN THE UNCLEAN AND THE CLEAN, AND HAVE HID
THEIR EYES FROM MY SABBATHS, AND I AM PROFANED AMONG THEM.

27 HER PRINCES IN THE MIDST THEREOF ARE LIKE WOLVES RAVENING THE PREY, TO
SHED BLOOD, AND TO DESTROY SOULS, TO GET DISHONEST GAIN.

28 AND HER PROPHETS HAVE DAUBED THEM WITH UNTEMPERED MORTER, SEEING
VANITY, AND DIVINING LIES UNTO THEM, SAYING, THUS SAITH THE LORD GOD, WHEN
THE LORD HATH NOT SPOKEN.

29 THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND HAVE USED OPPRESSION, AND EXERCISED ROBBERY,
AND HAVE VEXED THE POOR AND NEEDY: YEA, THEY HAVE OPPRESSED THE
STRANGER WRONGFULLY.

Itis easy to see that the world is already headed in this direction at a fast speed.

EZEKIEL 22:30-31

30 AND I SOUGHT FOR A MAN AMONG THEM, THAT SHOULD MAKE UP THE HEDGE, AND
STAND IN THE GAP BEFORE ME FOR THE LAND, THAT I SHOULD NOT DESTROY IT: BUT I
FOUND NONE.

31 THEREFORE HAVE I POURED OUT MINE INDIGNATION UPON THEM;  HAVE
CONSUMED THEM WITH THE FIRE OF MY WRATH: THEIR OWN WAY HAVE 1
RECOMPENSED UPON THEIR HEADS, SAITH THE LORD GOD.

Remember, all the believers who were ready to meet Jesus in the air, are in heaven at the time that
this famine in going on. That is why there is no one to stand in the gap. So, Jesus breaks one of the seals on
the scroll, and the wrath of god begins to be poured out upon the earth.

REVELATION 13:3-6

3 AND ISAW ONE OF HIS HEADS AS IT WERE WOUNDED TO DEATH; AND HIS DEADLY
WOUND WAS HEALED: AND ALL THE WORLD WONDERED AFTER THE BEAST.

4 AND THEY WORSHIPPED THE DRAGON WHICH GAVE POWER UNTO THE BEAST: AND
THEY WORSHIPPED THE BEAST, SAYING, WHO IS LIKE UNTO THE BEAST? WHO IS ABLE
TO MAKE WAR WITH HIM?

5 AND THERE WAS GIVEN UNTO HIM A MOUTH SPEAKING GREAT THINGS AND
BLASPHEMIES; AND POWER WAS GIVEN UNTO HIM TO CONTINUE FORTY AND TWO
MONTHS.

The anti-christ will speak boastful words about himself and proclaim that he is the Christ. At the same time,

he will speak every damnable thing he can think of in regards to God and anything that is godly. He would
continue to blaspheme god and the believers for 32 years.
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REVELATION 13:6
6 AND HE OPENED HIS MOUTH IN BLASPHEMY AGAINST GOD, TO BLASPHEME HIS
NAME, AND HIS TABERNACLE, AND THEM THAT DWELL IN HEAVEN.

REVELATION 13:7

7 AND IT WAS GIVEN UNTO HIM TO MAKE WAR WITH THE SAINTS, AND TO OVERCOME
THEM: AND POWER WAS GIVEN HIM OVER ALL KINDREDS, AND TONGUES, AND
NATIONS.

‘When the Jewish people realize that this beast of a leader has lied to them, they turn against him. The anti-
christ will unleash all that hell can muster up against Israel in hopes to destroy the elect, the 144,000, plus
anybody else who might be contemplating accepting the Word of God. The word, overcome, in this verse
indicates that the believers are in the minority. They are referred to as the remnant. At this point in time,
evil will outhumber the good worldwide. This is when the two witnesses discussed in Revelation 11 are
killed and then on the third day were raptured. This is also when the anti-christ is Killed and then raised
back to life in a counterfeit resurrection, causing the world to marvel. This is discussed in verse 3 of this
chapter. The people of the world actually bowed before the beast and worshipped him.

REVELATION 13:8

8 AND ALL THAT DWELL UPON THE EARTH SHALL WORSHIP HIM, WHOSE NAMES ARE
NOT WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF LIFE OF THE LAMB SLAIN FROM THE FOUNDATION OF
THE WORLD.

Daniel calls this particular time as the great tribulation period. Jesus also comments on the great tribulation.

MATTHEW 24:21-24

21 FOR THEN SHALL BE GREAT TRIBULATION, SUCH AS WAS NOT SINCE THE
BEGINNING OF THE WORLD TO THIS TIME, NO, NOR EVER SHALL BE.

22 AND EXCEPT THOSE DAYS SHOULD BE SHORTENED, THERE SHOULD NO FLESH BE
SAVED: BUT FOR THE ELECT'S SAKE THOSE DAYS SHALL BE SHORTENED.

23 THEN IF ANY MAN SHALL SAY UNTO YOU, LO, HERE IS CHRIST, OR THERE; BELIEVE
IT NOT.

24 FOR THERE SHALL ARISE FALSE CHRISTS, AND FALSE PROPHETS, AND SHALL SHEW
GREAT SIGNS AND WONDERS; INSOMUCH THAT, IF IT WERE POSSIBLE, THEY SHALL
DECEIVE THE VERY ELECT.

As I have said over and over, the anti-christ spirit is already working in the world today. The anti-
christ spirit will increase exponentially during the tribulation period.

REVELATION 13:9
91IF ANY MAN HAVE AN EAR, LET HIM HEAR.

This sounds like the closing remarks that Jesus gave to each of the seven Churches of Asia. Itis god’s desire

for all people, including those who had refused to accept Jesus as Savior prior to the tribulation period, to
listen to the Word of God and be saved.
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REVELATIOON 13:10

10 HE THAT LEADETH INTO CAPTIVITY SHALL GO INTO CAPTIVITY: HE THAT KILLETH
WITH THE SWORD MUST BE KILLED WITH THE SWORD. HERE IS THE PATIENCE AND
THE FAITH OF THE SAINTS.

During this tribulation period, those who give their hearts to the Lord will be suppressed. Many will be
kidnapped, some will be forced into the bondage of drug abuse, and others will be put into jail. Some will be
killed. The Scripture here suggests that the torture that is forced upon the believers of that time will be used
to torture the perpetrators. Sounds like God believes in prison incarceration and capital punishment to me.
This really is a warning to the kings of that time that what they dish out, they just may get the same kind of
treatment.

REVELATION 13:11
11 AND I BEHELD ANOTHER BEAST COMING UP OUT OF THE EARTH; AND HE HAD TWO
HORNS LIKE A LAMB, AND HE SPAKE AS A DRAGON.

This is a false prophet that has just appeared.

REVELATION 13:12-16

12 AND HE EXERCISETH ALL THE POWER OF THE FIRST BEAST BEFORE HIM, AND
CAUSETH THE EARTH AND THEM WHICH DWELL THEREIN TO WORSHIP THE FIRST
BEAST, WHOSE DEADLY WOUND WAS HEALED.

13 AND HE DOETH GREAT WONDERS, SO THAT HE MAKETH FIRE COME DOWN FROM
HEAVEN ON THE EARTH IN THE SIGHT OF MEN,

14 AND DECEIVETH THEM THAT DWELL ON THE EARTH BY THE MEANS OF THOSE
MIRACLES WHICH HE HAD POWER TO DO IN THE SIGHT OF THE BEAST; SAYING TO
THEM THAT DWELL ON THE EARTH, THAT THEY SHOULD MAKE AN IMAGE TO THE
BEAST, WHICH HAD THE WOUND BY A SWORD, AND DID LIVE.

15 AND HE HAD POWER TO GIVE LIFE UNTO THE IMAGE OF THE BEAST, THAT THE
IMAGE OF THE BEAST SHOULD BOTH SPEAK, AND CAUSE THAT AS MANY AS WOULD
NOT WORSHIP THE IMAGE OF THE BEAST SHOULD BE KILLED.

16 AND HE CAUSETH ALL, BOTH SMALL AND GREAT, RICH AND POOR, FREE AND BOND,
TO RECEIVE A MARK IN THEIR RIGHT HAND, OR IN THEIR FOREHEADS:

He actually is a false prophet, one of three, in satan’s ruling hierarchy. He will make lightening come down
from heaven and do miracles. He will have the power to control the minds of other people. He will put an
image of the anti-christ in the temple of God. The image looked like Christ, but it will talk like the devil.
Anybody who dioes not worship this image will be killed. The false prophet also caused the people to take a
mark in their right hand or on their forehead. Please note that this does not take place until the great
tribulation period. However, our present-day technology has and continues to set the stage for this for this
symbol of satan to be operated with a chip in the hand or in the forehead. In our present day and time, a lot
of people are having tattoos put on their bodies.

LEVITICUS 19:28

28 YE SHALL NOT MAKE ANY CUTTINGS IN YOUR FLESH FOR THE DEAD, NOR PRINT
ANY MARKS UPON YOU: I AM THE LORD.
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The New King James Version makes it a little plainer.

LEVITICUS 19:28
28 YOU SHALL NOT MAKE ANY CUTTINGS IN YOUR FLESH FOR THE DEAD, NOR
TATTOO ANY MARKS ON YOU: I AM THE LORD.

Regardless of the right or wrong of tattooing, this action is preparing the way for people to willingly take the
mark of the beast during the tribulation period without even giving it a second thought. Drugs, mind
altering techniques such as hypnotism, or magic may be used on those who are hesitant about receiving the
mark.

REVELATION 13:17
17 AND THAT NO MAN MIGHT BUY OR SELL, SAVE HE THAT HAD THE MARK, OR THE
NAME OF THE BEAST, OR THE NUMBER OF HIS NAME.

And those who totally refuse the mark will not be able to buy or sell anything. This will result in some
people who have become believers during the tribulation period starving to death, but dying for the sake of
Christ will be their ticket into heaven.

REVELATION 13:18

18 HERE IS WISDOM. LET HIM THAT HATH UNDERSTANDING COUNT THE NUMBER OF
THE BEAST: FORIT IS THE NUMBER OF A MAN; AND HIS NUMBER IS SIX HUNDRED
THREESCORE AND SIX.

Here is a quick review. In chapter 13, we learned that the anti-christ wanted to do everything he
could to prevent the 144,000 Jews from getting saved. To make certain that this was the case, he determined
to kill all Jews by totally destroying Israel. In fact, the anti-christ spirit had been trying to do this over the
centuries and in some cases was almost successful. We can see the anti-christ spirit at work here in our
country which if any other country was going to help Israel, it would be us. Our currentleaders are yielding
to the anti-christ spirit and taking a stand against Israel by buddying up with Iran. The false prophet had
made his appearance at the end of chapter 13 and was declaring that everyone had to worship the anti-
christ. He also introduced the mark of the beast, 666, and enforced everyone taking that mark if they
wanted to buy or sell anything, like food for instance. Talking about gloom, despair and agony, the great
tribulation period was in full force. It was hell on earth. But then, the persecution abruptly changes to a
vision of the glory of heaven. This is where Revelation, chapter 14 comes in.

REVELATION 14:1

1 AND I LOOKED, AND, LO, A LAMB STOOD ON THE MOUNT SION, AND WITH HIM AN
HUNDRED FORTY AND FOUR THOUSAND, HAVING HIS FATHER'S NAME WRITTEN IN
THEIR FOREHEADS.

John has been fully aware of what has been going on on earth, but now, his attention is captured by the
sound of excitement that was beginning to take place there in heaven. As John watch, he noticed the
appearance of the Lamb of God. Then John recognizes that the redeemed of all ages were gathering
together around Jesus. The name Mount Zion is used here, not in reference to a place, but to the
communion and connection between Jesus and the saints who are all there in heaven with Him, showing
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that all have been approved, justified, and accepted before God. John was able to detect that a celebration
was about to break out, filling all of heaven with shouts of joy. What was the occasion that was about to be
celebrated?

Remember, these elect Jews, as they were killed by the anti-christ, were kept under the alter of God
until all 144,000 had arrived. The Scripture here is bringing out the fact the last individual of the 144,000
has now arrived in heaven. So, the occasion for celebration was the 144,000 being brought out from under
the altar and connected with all the other saints there in heaven. As John continued to watch, he saw in the
place of a herd of blasphemers with the mark of the beast on them, he saw that all of the people, including
the 144,000, there in heaven has the name of the Father and the Son upon their foreheads.

REVELATION 14:2-3

2 AND THEARD A VOICE FROM HEAVEN, AS THE VOICE OF MANY WATERS, AND AS THE
VOICE OF A GREAT THUNDER: AND  HEARD THE VOICE OF HARPERS HARPING WITH
THEIR HARPS:

3 AND THEY SUNG AS IT WERE A NEW SONG BEFORE THE THRONE, AND BEFORE THE
FOUR BEASTS, AND THE ELDERS: AND NO MAN COULD LEARN THAT SONG BUT THE
HUNDRED AND FORTY AND FOUR THOUSAND, WHICH WERE REDEEMED FROM THE
EARTH.

The song that was being sung was exclusively for the 144,000 Jews and was being sung by these new comers.
None of the other saints had been sealed with the seal of the living God in the same way in which they were
sealed. Even though all of the saints had endured some kind of trouble while they had been on earth, none
had experienced the kind of persecution given these Jews by the hand of the anti-christ. None other share
with them in that particular administration of God which brings them to glory away for the earth and men
to their place with all of the other saints and, in particular with the Lord Jesus Christ. They have a
distinction and glory, a joy and blessedness, like no other. They have been given a special place on Mount
Zion, along with the Lamb of God. To stand with Him is a perfection of blessing which no human language
can describe—only the language of the Holy Spirit. It is redemption. I tis victory. Itis security from all
harm for all of eternity future, not just the elect, but for all of us who believe.

REVELATION 14:4-5

4 THESE ARE THEY WHICH WERE NOT DEFILED WITH WOMEN; FOR THEY ARE
VIRGINS. THESE ARE THEY WHICH FOLLOW THE LAMB WHITHERSOEVER HE GOETH.
THESE WERE REDEEMED FROM AMONG MEN, BEING THE FIRSTFRUITS UNTO GOD
AND TO THE LAMB.

S AND IN THEIR MOUTH WAS FOUND NO GUILE: FOR THEY ARE WITHOUT FAULT
BEFORE THE THRONE OF GOD.

‘What are the chief marks or characteristics of the 144,000? First, they like all the other saints, have the
names of the Father and the Son written on their foreheads. Second, they had segregated themselves
entirely from the common course of the world and removed themselves from the ordinary fellowship of
men. A third pointis their pureness. Verse four calls them virgins. This does not mean that they had not
married while on earth. There is no more impurity in marriage than in abstinence from marriage. It just
means that they had maintained freedom from contamination by the corruptions which had prevailed in
their time on earth. You see, the reign of the anti-christ is the reign of harlotry and perversion. They had
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also proven themselves to be truthful. The times in which they had lived on earth, the great tribulation
period, were the times of hell’s worse lies—times when the whole world had gone mad over satan’s lies,—
times when the whole order of society was a lie,—times when men’s religion was a lie, —times when their
very god was a lie,—times when everything was pried away from the foundation of truth by the dreadful
leverage which perdition possessed. It was during such times that they had held on to their true faith with a
true heart. Their life exemplified it by a true manner of life.

REVELATION 14:6-7

6 AND I SAW ANOTHER ANGEL FLY IN THE MIDST OF HEAVEN, HAVING THE
EVERLASTING GOSPEL TO PREACH UNTO THEM THAT DWELL ON THE EARTH, AND TO
EVERY NATION, AND KINDRED, AND TONGUE, AND PEOPLE,

7 SAYING WITH A LOUD VOICE, FEAR GOD, AND GIVE GLORY TO HIM; FOR
THE HOUR OF HIS JUDGMENT IS COME: AND WORSHIP HIM THAT MADE
HEAVEN, AND EARTH, AND THE SEA, AND THE FOUNTAINS OF WATERS.

Currently, it is the calling of humans to proclaim the gospel—not angels. But during the great
tribulation, there will be a different order of things. Angels will be preachers. It will no longer be the meek
and entreating voice, beseeching people to be reconciled to God, but a great thunder from the sky,
demanding of the nations to fear God, as over against the false god whom they have been adoring. The
angels will demand the nations to give God glory instead of the infamous beast whom they have been
glorifying. They will command that God be worshipped instead of the one who can do no more than play
his hellish tricks with the things that are made. The angels will proclaim that the hour of judgment has
come.

REVELATION 14:8

8 AND THERE FOLLOWED ANOTHER ANGEL, SAYING, BABYLON IS FALLEN, IS FALLEN,
THAT GREAT CITY, BECAUSE SHE MADE ALL NATIONS DRINK OF THE WINE OF THE
WRATH OF HER FORNICATION.

Remember this verse. We will come back to it when we get to chapters 17 and 18 in our study. The
message of the second angel is a prediction of the fall of Amerlca.

REVELATION 14:9-12

9 AND THE THIRD ANGEL FOLLOWED THEM, SAYING WITH A LOUD VOICE, IF ANY MAN
WORSHIP THE BEAST AND HIS IMAGE, AND RECEIVE HIS MARK IN HIS FOREHEAD, OR
IN HIS HAND,

10 THE SAME SHALL DRINK OF THE WINE OF THE WRATH OF GOD, WHICH IS POURED
OUT WITHOUT MIXTURE INTO THE CUP OF HIS INDIGNATION; AND HE SHALL BE
TORMENTED WITH FIRE AND BRIMSTONE IN THE PRESENCE OF THE HOLY ANGELS,
AND IN THE PRESENCE OF THE LAMB:

11 AND THE SMOKE OF THEIR TORMENT ASCENDETH UP FOR EVER AND EVER: AND
THEY HAVE NO REST DAY NOR NIGHT, WHO WORSHIP THE BEAST AND HIS IMAGE,
AND WHOSOEVER RECEIVETH THE MARK OF HIS NAME.

12 HERE IS THE PATIENCE OF THE SAINTS: HERE ARE THEY THAT KEEP THE
COMMANDMENTS OF GOD, AND THE FAITH OF JESUS.
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This third angel cries with a loud voice that anyone who worships the beast and his image and has the mark
of the beast will have the fullness of the wrath of God poured out upon them and will be tormented with fire
and brimstone. They shall have no rest day nor night. Hell is an eternal reality. This warning from the
third angel shows that God i still a merciful God and He wants people to be saved, even those who refuse to
accept Jesus here and now.

Now lets go to verse 13.

REVELATION 14:13

13 AND I HEARD A VOICE FROM HEAVEN SAYING UNTO ME, WRITE, BLESSED ARE THE
DEAD WHICH DIE IN THE LORD FROM HENCEFORTH: YEA, SAITH THE SPIRIT, THAT
THEY MAY REST FROM THEIR LABOURS; AND THEIR WORKS DO FOLLOW THEM.

‘We are not told whether an angel delivers this information. We do know that John was specifically told to
write this message so it could be in the hearts and minds of God’s people throughout their lives while on
earth. Itis given so that, especially, those who are able to believe in Christ during the tribulation period will
have no fear as they give their lives for not worshipping the beast. Things will be so evil on earth during the
tribulation that there will be no peace or comfort for a good man on earth. Nothing better can happen for
such a person than to die. Whether we are talking about people who believe in the Lord while suffering
through the tribulation or whether we are talking about us right here, right now, it can be said that
whatever suffering occurs, peace is sure.

Unable to live, death is a blessedness. Heaven speaks it. The Holy Spirit confirms it. The apostles of
God have written it. Well, the next bit of information that we are given, describes the last great
administration of divine wrath. A general summary of what is going to occur is presented in two visions, the
Harvest and the Vintage.

REVELATION 14:14-15

14 AND I LOOKED, AND BEHOLD A WHITE CLOUD, AND UPON THE CLOUD ONE SAT LIKE
UNTO THE SON OF MAN, HAVING ON HIS HEAD A GOLDEN CROWN, AND IN HIS HAND A
SHARP SICKLE.

15 AND ANOTHER ANGEL CAME OUT OF THE TEMPLE, CRYING WITH A LOUD VOICE TO
HIM THAT SAT ON THE CLOUD, THRUST IN THY SICKLE, AND REAP: FOR THE TIME IS
COME FOR THEE TO REAP; FOR THE HARVEST OF THE EARTH IS RIPE.

16 AND HE THAT SAT ON THE CLOUD THRUST IN HIS SICKLE ON THE EARTH; AND THE
EARTH WAS REAPED.

This is the first vision. Itis the vision of the harvest. Just as there had been a gathering of all of God’s
people, there will also be a gathering of all evil people. It will be a harvest of misery and woe. It will be a
harvest for the gathering, binding, and burning of the tares. This harvest of punishment has quite as
prominent a place in the Scriptures as the harvest of the gathering home of the saints.

JEREMAIH 51:33

FOR THUS SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, THE GOD OF ISRAEL; THE DAUGHTER OF
BABYLONIS LIKE A THRESHINGFLOOR, IT IS TIME TO THRESH HER: YET A LITTLE
WHILE, AND THE TIME OF HER HARVEST SHALL COME.
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Here is a harvest of judgment—a harvest of woe to Babylon.

JOEL 3:11-16

11 ASSEMBLE YOURSELVES, AND COME, ALL YE HEATHEN, AND GATHER YOURSELVES
TOGETHER ROUND ABOUT: THITHER CAUSE THY MIGHTY ONES TO COME DOWN, O
LORD.

12 LET THE HEATHEN BE WAKENED, AND COME UP TO THE VALLEY OF
JEHOSHAPHAT: FOR THERE WILL I SIT TO JUDGE ALL THE HEATHEN ROUND ABOUT.
13 PUT YE IN THE SICKLE, FOR THE HARVEST IS RIPE: COME, GET YOU DOWN; FOR THE
PRESS IS FULL, THE FATS OVERFLOW; FOR THEIR WICKEDNESS IS GREAT.

14 MULTITUDES, MULTITUDES IN THE VALLEY OF DECISION: FOR THE DAY OF THE
LORD IS NEAR IN THE VALLEY OF DECISION.

15 THE SUN AND THE MOON SHALL BE DARKENED, AND THE STARS SHALL WITHDRAW
THEIR SHINING.

16 THE LORD ALSO SHALL ROAR OUT OF ZION, AND UTTER HIS VOICE FROM
JERUSALEM; AND THE HEAVENS AND THE EARTH SHALL SHAKE: BUT THE LORD WILL
BE THE HOPE OF HIS PEOPLE, AND THE STRENGTH OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL.

This gathering of the evil people will be in the Valley of Jehoshaphat. Itis there that their destruction will
take place.

Verse 15 of Joel 3 is a reference based on Isaiah 27:11.

ISAIAH 27:11

11 WHEN THE BOUGHS THEREOF ARE WITHERED, THEY SHALL BE BROKEN OFF: THE
WOMEN COME, AND SET THEM ON FIRE: FORIT IS A PEOPLE OF NO UNDERSTANDING:
THEREFORE HE THAT MADE THEM WILL NOT HAVE MERCY ON THEM, AND HE THAT
FORMED THEM WILL SHEW THEM NO FAVOUR.

The sharpness of the sickle, as mentioned in Revelation 14, shows that we also have to do with this scene of
judgment. The mention of the cloud likewise points to a work of judgment, for wherever Christ appears
appears on a cloud, the work in hand is always a judgment.

JOHN 5:27
27 AND HATH GIVEN HIM AUTHORITY TO EXECUTE JUDGMENT ALSO, BECAUSE HE IS
THE SON OF MAN.

The name of the Son of man in Revelation 14:14 and in this verse in John also denotes judgment. So, this
harvest is simply one phase of a great visitation upon the apostate world.

Let’s dive a little deeper in this portion of Scripture. Let me remind you that the second coming of
Jesus is divided into two phases. First, is when He comes in mid-air and catches away all the saints, as was
discussed back in Revelation 4:1. The second phase is when He comes all the way to the earth to bring an
end to the Tribulation Period. It is this phase that is being described here in Revelation 14, beginning with
verse 14. Revelation 14:14 says, “And I looked, and behold a white cloud, and upon the cloud One sat like
unto the Son of Man.”
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ACTS 1:9-11

9 AND WHEN HE HAD SPOKEN THESE THINGS, WHILE THEY BEHELD, HE WAS TAKEN
UP; AND A CLOUD RECEIVED HIM OUT OF THEIR SIGHT.

10 AND WHILE THEY LOOKED STEDFASTLY TOWARD HEAVEN AS HE WENT UP,
BEHOLD, TWO MEN STOOD BY THEM IN WHITE APPAREL;

11 WHICH ALSO SAID, YE MEN OF GALILEE, WHY STAND YE GAZING UP INTO HEAVEN?
THIS SAME JESUS, WHICH IS TAKEN UP FROM YOU INTO HEAVEN, SHALL SO COME IN
LIKE MANNER AS YE HAVE SEEN HIM GO INTO HEAVEN.

Well, that is exactly what is going to happen. Jesus is going to return to this earth on a cloud.

LUKE 21:27
27 AND THEN SHALL THEY SEE THE SON OF MAN COMING IN A CLOUD WITH POWER
AND GREAT GLORY.

The cloud will be white like fire at its greatest heat, portraying the purest as well as the hottest wrath
towards the powers which have usurped the dominion of the earth. Jesus came the first time as a baby and
ministered to the needs of the people. This second coming is going to be the opposite. As the Destroyer of
the works of the devil, and as Judge of the quick and the dead, it belongs to Christ to reap the earth and to
clear it of the hellish seed of the great enemy. The man of sin is to be destroyed only by the manifestation of
the Savior’s presence.

2 THESSALONIANS 2:8

8 AND THEN SHALL THAT WICKED BE REVEALED, WHOM THE LORD SHALL CONSUME
WITH THE SPIRIT OF HIS MOUTH, AND SHALL DESTROY WITH THE BRIGHTNESS OF HIS
COMING:

Remember, when we studied Daniel, we learned that Daniel saw the defeat of the anti-christ as
Jesus just simply spoke the Word of God. It is to this end that the heaven-crowned King holds a sharp
sickle. The Word of God is sharper than a two-edged sword. This cutting implement will be used to bring
vengeance and judgment against all evil forces. A mighty cry comes forth from an angel that had been in
the earthly temple in which the abomination of desolation had been committed by the anit-christ. This
angel screamed out that the time of reaping has come, and that the harvest of the earth (not the church is
dried to dead ripeness).

This angel’s outcry was for speedy vengeance. And as the cry is, the answer comes.
REVELATION 14:16

16 AND HE THAT SAT ON THE CLOUD THRUST IN HIS SICKLE ON THE EARTH; AND THE
EARTH WAS REAPED.

Disasters occur all over the earth. It sinks all the riches and glories of a godless world into one common ruin,
never to be restored. This harvest brings the end of the world as it is now. After the grain harvest, come the
grape-harvest.
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REVELATION 14:17-20

17 AND ANOTHER ANGEL CAME OUT OF THE TEMPLE WHICH IS IN HEAVEN, HE ALSO
HAVING A SHARP SICKLE.

18 AND ANOTHER ANGEL CAME OUT FROM THE ALTAR, WHICH HAD POWER OVER
FIRE; AND CRIED WITH A LOUD CRY TO HIM THAT HAD THE SHARP SICKLE, SAYING,
THRUST IN THY SHARP SICKLE, AND GATHER THE CLUSTERS OF THE VINE OF THE
EARTH; FOR HER GRAPES ARE FULLY RIPE.

19 AND THE ANGEL THRUST IN HIS SICKLE INTO THE EARTH, AND GATHERED THE
VINE OF THE EARTH, AND CAST IT INTO THE GREAT WINEPRESS OF THE WRATH OF
GOD.

20 AND THE WINEPRESS WAS TRODDEN WITHOUT THE CITY, AND BLOOD CAME OUT
OF THE WINEPRESS, EVEN UNTO THE HORSE BRIDLES, BY THE SPACE OF A THOUSAND
AND SIX HUNDRED FURLONGS.

This is the second vision. Itis the vision of the vintage. We usually think of vintage as having to do with
something old and expensive. In these verses the word, vintage, refers to choosing which grapes are to be
picked from the vine. You are going to see that the harvest and the vintage overlap each other. They are
two separate things, but they are definitely joined.

In the Old Testament, the Angel of the Lord is a reference to the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the
Commander in Chief of all angels and for that reason He is often referred to as an angel. In fact, Jesus is the
Person referred to in each of the verses that have just been read. This reference to Him is regarding His
mission as opposed to His nature. So, please understand that in these verses, they all are talking about the
One who is sitting on the white cloud—not different angels.

The sharp sickle is the same in both cases. Only Jesus has the authority to carry out the mission of
both the harvest and the vintage. The destruction is basically the same in both cases.

ISAIAH 63:34

31HAVE TRODDEN THE WINEPRESS ALONE; AND OF THE PEOPLE THERE WAS NONE
WITH ME: FORI WILL TREAD THEM IN MINE ANGER, AND TRAMPLE THEM IN MY
FURY; AND THEIR BLOOD SHALL BE SPRINKLED UPON MY GARMENTS, AND I WILL
STAIN ALL MY RAIMENT.

4FOR THE DAY OF VENGEANCE IS IN MINE HEART, AND THE YEAR OF MY REDEEMED
IS COME.

Jesus comes out of the temple which is in heaven as distinguished from the temple on earth. He has come to
destroy them which corrupt the earth. Appearing with the sharp sickle, Jesus is here to gather the grapes
from the vine. Note that He has power over the fire of divine judgment, the fire which ever burns against sin
and the sinner. Itis fire that spares no victim that are found to be transgressors of the Word of God to any
degree. All rebels against God’s righteous authority will be consumed by this judgment. The clusters of
grapes in this case are the grapes of Sodom, sour grapes which are fully ripe, ready for the gathering.
Iniquities, blasphemies, tyrannies and systematic abominations have run rampant around the world,
enslaving people to conform, without question, to their control. Jesus is so outraged by this perfected vintage
of earth’s wickedness. There is no wonder that there was a loud and clamorous outcry for vengeance upon
the clusters of grapes. Jesus then casts His sharp sickle into the earth and gathers the vine of the earth.
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The vine of the earth is that which stands against the vine of heaven. The true vine is Christ and Christians
are the branches. The vine of the earth is the anti-christ and his followers are his branches.

We, Christians, are born from above. Those who follow the anti-christ are of the earth, born from
below. They are the seed of the devil’s sowing.

DEUTERONOMY 32:32-33

32 FOR THEIR VINE IS OF THE VINE OF SODOM, AND OF THE FIELDS OF GOMORRAH:
THEIR GRAPES ARE GRAPES OF GALL, THEIR CLUSTERS ARE BITTER:

33 THEIR WINE IS THE POISON OF DRAGONS, AND THE CRUEL VENOM OF ASPS.

Folks, it is at this point that sin has reached it maximum potential. Everything on the earth had become
depraved. So, Jesus gathered the grapes into the great wine-press of the wrath of God. These grapes have
no power over Jesus who has His feet on them, crushing them. Their very existence is destroyed, their life-
blood is poured out. The beast was hailed as invincible, but his invincibility is nothing now. The false
prophet can no longer make fire come down from heaven. He cannot withstand the lightnings of the angry
Judge. The heel of the Omnipotence is upon them, and they can only break and sink beneath Him. The
only consequence of His trodding these evil grapes is His raiment is stained with their blood. This defeat
occurs outside of the city of Jerusalem, most likely at the place where Jesus had been crucified. Itis by a
miracle of God that the anti-christ and his followers are out of Jerusalem when this takes place, returning
Jerusalem to be a holy city.

JOEL 3:17

17 SO SHALL YE KNOW THAT I AM THE LORD YOUR GOD DWELLING IN ZION, MY HOLY
MOUNTAIN: THEN SHALL JERUSALEM BE HOLY, AND THERE SHALL NO STRANGERS
PASS THROUGH HER ANY MORE.

Jesus has by now cleansed Jerusalem and set up Jerusalem as His head-quarters. This cleansing is talked
about in Ezekiel 9. For sake of time, we will not read this chapter. With it being obvious that the heavenly
kingdom is about to take control of the world, evil forces wanting nothing more than to stop it have
gathered outside of Jerusalem. These evil forces have gathered for war against the holy city and against the
Lamb.

PSALMS 2:2-3

2 THE KINGS OF THE EARTH SET THEMSELVES, AND THE RULERS TAKE COUNSEL
TOGETHER, AGAINST THE LORD, AND AGAINST HIS ANOINTED, SAYING,

3LET US BREAK THEIR BANDS ASUNDER, AND CAST AWAY THEIR CORDS FROM US.

Before they can strike a blow, the Lion of the Tribe of Judah is upon them in all the terribleness of His great
judgment. They are utterly consumed. A river of human blood 160 miles in length, and up to the bridles of
the horses in depth, tells a devastating story. This is the great wine-press of the wrath of God. Itis the last
great consummate act of destruction which is to end this present world.
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MALACHI 4:1

FOR, BEHOLD, THE DAY COMETH, THAT SHALL BURN AS AN OVEN; AND ALL THE
PROUD, YEA, AND ALL THAT DO WICKEDLY, SHALL BE STUBBLE: AND THE DAY THAT
COMETH SHALL BURN THEM UP, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS, THAT IT SHALL LEAVE
THEM NEITHER ROOT NOR BRANCH. ;

ISAIAH 34:8
8FORIT IS THE DAY OF THE LORD'S VENGEANCE, AND THE YEAR OF RECOMPENCES
FOR THE CONTROVERSY OF ZION.

People in their unbelief may laugh at the message of the last days because sentence against evil work
is not executed speedily. Therefore, they think it is never going to occur. Some may think that God is too
good and merciful ever to fulfill what His Word declares. Folks, God says what He means and means what
He says.

ISAIAH 34:16
16 SEEK YE OUT OF THE BOOK OF THE LORD, AND READ: NO ONE OF THESE SHALL
FAIL,

Yet, people make light of it, especially in our day and time. They turn away to their sins and follies as if
salvation was nothing. The Word says, “Be not deceived, God is not mocked.” We must realize that this is
the day of salvation and it is offered freely to today’s world. Whosoever will, can partake of this salvation.

But all sinners who refuse to partake, such as—cheaters, gamblers, drunkards, the lust-filled, including all
those who have extra marital affairs, homosexuals, transgenders, the lovers of pleasure more than lovers of
God, the ones who have used God’s name in vain, those who have broken pledges, the unfaithful to vows,
thieves, the envious, backbiters, those who dishonor their parents, slanderers, those who persecute God’s
people, those who have secret sins, the neglecters of salvation, plus the remainder of the 667 sins listed by
google, will be brought forth for judgment and destruction that great day. Those who shed the blood of the
murdered innocent, including aborted babies, will be called forth for their wages of their sin which is death,
eternity in hell, and total separation from God for all eternity. Unless repentance for sin takes place, there is
no hope or mercy. Outside of Jesus is only death and damnation and eternal hell-fire.

The accomplishment of the Harvest and the Vintage bring to an end of this present world. But
what we have studied so far about the Harvest and the Vintage does not tell us spell out the fate of the
infernal Trinity—the dragon, the beast, and the false prophet. So, now we are going to look at the same
work of Jesus in reaping the earth and the wicked grapes, but this time with more details.

To get the whole picture, we must go back to Revelation 11. But as we back up to chapter 11,
remember what had taken place in chapter 14.

All the evil people had gathered outside of the city of Jerusalem in the Valley of Jehoshaphat to war with the
Lord Jesus because it was obvious to them that He had come to take control of the world.
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REVELATION 11:18-19

18 AND THE NATIONS WERE ANGRY, AND THY WRATH IS COME, AND THE TIME OF THE
DEAD, THAT THEY SHOULD BE JUDGED, AND THAT THOU SHOULDEST GIVE REWARD
UNTO THY SERVANTS THE PROPHETS, AND TO THE SAINTS, AND THEM THAT FEAR
THY NAME, SMALL AND GREAT; AND SHOULDEST DESTROY THEM WHICH DESTROY
THE EARTH.

19 AND THE TEMPLE OF GOD WAS OPENED IN HEAVEN, AND THERE WAS SEEN IN HIS
TEMPLE THE ARK OF HIS TESTAMENT: AND THERE WERE LIGHTNINGS, AND VOICES,
AND THUNDERINGS, AND AN EARTHQUAKE, AND GREAT HAIL.

Chapter 15 picks up at this point.

REVELATION 15:1
1 AND ISAW ANOTHER SIGN IN HEAVEN, GREAT AND MARVELLOUS, SEVEN ANGELS
HAVING THE SEVEN LAST PLAGUES; FOR IN THEM IS FILLED UP THE WRATH OF GOD.

In chapter 12, John saw two visions in the sky—the sun-clad woman and the red dragon. In the verse from
chapter 14, John sees another vision. This third vision, like the first two visions, appears in the sky as
opposed to the visions John had observed taking place on earth. Itis interesting to note that Jesus gives
three signs that will occur in the last days.

MATTHEW 24:30

30 AND THEN SHALL APPEAR THE SIGN OF THE SON OF MAN IN HEAVEN: AND THEN
SHALL ALL THE TRIBES OF THE EARTH MOURN, AND THEY SHALL SEE THE SON OF
MAN COMING IN THE CLOUDS OF HEAVEN WITH POWER AND GREAT GLORY.

MATTHEW 24:32-33

32 NOW LEARN A PARABLE OF THE FIG TREE; WHEN HIS BRANCH IS YET TENDER, AND
PUTTETH FORTH LEAVES, YE KNOW THAT SUMMER IS NIGH:

33 SO LIKEWISE YE, WHEN YE SHALL SEE ALL THESE THINGS, KNOW THAT IT IS NEAR,
EVEN AT THE DOORS.

MATTHEW 24:37-38

37BUT AS THE DAYS OF NOE WERE, SO SHALL ALSO THE COMING OF THE SON OF MAN
BE.

38 FOR AS IN THE DAYS THAT WERE BEFORE THE FLOOD THEY WERE EATING AND
DRINKING, MARRYING AND GIVING IN MARRIAGE, UNTIL THE DAY THAT NOE
ENTERED INTO THE ARK,

John describes the third vision that he sees as great and marvelous. Itis great, as involving so much more in
range and intensity than anything of the kind that has ever been. It is marvelous, with reference to the
unparalleled character of what it foretells. These seven angels will bring about the completion of the world.
God’s wrath will have been completely poured out upon the earth. The plagues will be poured out on the
anti~christ and his host.
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‘Whereas, we who make up the heavenly host, will be standing with our Lord and watching as evil is
totally wiped out. Once and for all time, righteousness prevails, victory is won, and evil is forever disarmed
and defeated.

REVELATION 15:2

2 AND ISAW AS IT WERE A SEA OF GLASS MINGLED WITH FIRE: AND THEM THAT HAD
GOTTEN THE VICTORY OVER THE BEAST, AND OVER HIS IMAGE, AND OVER HIS MARK,
AND OVER THE NUMBER OF HIS NAME, STAND ON THE SEA OF GLASS, HAVING THE
HARPS OF GOD.

This sea of glass is different from the sea of glass that is before the throne of God. The one in heaven is like
crystal in clearness. The one that John is seeing at this point is on earth and is mingled with fire, indicating
that its purpose is for judgment. Jesus and the all the saints who had been in heaven, but have now
descended with Jesus, are standing on this sea of glass. We will be in that number. Remember we have
already learned that we are to play a part in the judgment of evil.

1 CORINTHIANS 6:2-3

DO YE NOT KNOW THAT THE SAINTS SHALL JUDGE THE WORLD? AND IF THE WORLD
SHALL BE JUDGED BY YOU, ARE YE UNWORTHY TO JUDGE THE SMALLEST MATTERS?
3KNOW YE NOT THAT WE SHALL JUDGE ANGELS? HOW MUCH MORE THINGS THAT
PERTAIN TO THIS LIFE?

This sea represents purity, vastness, and the strength of God’s counsels, on which all things depend,
including the saints of God who are already in glorified form.

REVELATION 15:34

3 AND THEY SING THE SONG OF MOSES THE SERVANT OF GOD, AND THE SONG OF THE
LAMB, SAYING, GREAT AND MARVELLOUS ARE THY WORKS, LORD GOD ALMIGHTY;
JUST AND TRUE ARE THY WAYS, THOU KING OF SAINTS.

4 WHO SHALL NOT FEAR THEE, O LORD, AND GLORIFY THY NAME? FOR THOU ONLY
ART HOLY: FOR ALL NATIONS SHALL COME AND WORSHIP BEFORE THEE; FORTHY
JUDGMENTS ARE MADE MANIFEST.

‘While the consuming wrath of God falls on the servants of the false god, the true worshippers of God are
singing and playing their harps in adoration to their Deliverer. With the defeat of the beast and the false
prophet, John begins to give information about the seven plagues.

REVELATION 15:5-6

S AND AFTER THAT I LOOKED, AND, BEHOLD, THE TEMPLE OF THE TABERNACLE OF
THE TESTIMONY IN HEAVEN WAS OPENED:

6 AND THE SEVEN ANGELS CAME OUT OF THE TEMPLE, HAVING THE SEVEN PLAGUES,
CLOTHED IN PURE AND WHITE LINEN, AND HAVING THEIR BREASTS GIRDED WITH
GOLDEN GIRDLES.

The Temple of the Tabernacle of the Testimony in heaven is opened. John is able to see straight into the
Most Holy Place. He is able to see the heaven Ark of the Covenant, also called the Ark of the Testimony.
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This is why the Temple is referred to as the Temple of the Tabernacle of the Testimony.

REVELATION 11:19

19 AND THE TEMPLE OF GOD WAS OPENED IN HEAVEN, AND THERE WAS SEEN IN HIS
TEMPLE THE ARK OF HIS TESTAMENT: AND THERE WERE LIGHTNINGS, AND VOICES,
AND THUNDERINGS, AND AN EARTHQUAKE, AND GREAT HAIL.

John realized that all the hidden powers of eternity were now about to show themselves in active earthward
administrations. The angels that came forth from the Temple are priest-angels for they are clothed in pure
bright linen, and girded about their breasts with golden girdles, which is the priest’s dress. They appear as
priests because they come for the sacrificing of a great sacrifice to the offended holiness and justice of God.

REVELATION 15:7
7 AND ONE OF THE FOUR BEASTS GAVE UNTO THE SEVEN ANGELS SEVEN GOLDEN
VIALS FULL OF THE WRATH OF GOD, WHO LIVETH FOR EVER AND EVER.

Back when we were first introduced to the four beasts or living ones, as I prefer to call them, we were told
that their job to execute judgment upon the earth. One of them handed each of the seven angels a shallow,
pan-ike, golden bowl, the like of which was used in the heavenly Temple to hold fire when incense was
burned. They really are multi-purposed priestly censers. They give vitality to the prayers of the saints,
sustains the worship of Jehovah, and at the same time carries the burning coals of judgment upon the
wicked.

REVELATION 8:5

5 AND THE ANGEL TOOK THE CENSER, AND FILLED IT WITH FIRE OF THE ALTAR, AND
CAST IT INTO THE EARTH: AND THERE WERE VOICES, AND THUNDERINGS, AND
LIGHTNINGS, AND AN EARTHQUAKE.

In the particular case, they are burning with God’s punishment upon transgression, that is, the consuming
intolerance of His holiness toward sin and sinners. A cloud filled the earthly tabernacle in order for the high
priest to go beyond the veil into the Most Holy Place. The cloud of God’s glory filled the earthly temple to
the degree that the priest could not stand to minister. But here, smoke is filling the heavenly temple.

REVELATION 15:8

8 AND THE TEMPLE WAS FILLED WITH SMOKE FROM THE GLORY OF GOD, AND FROM
HIS POWER; AND NO MAN WAS ABLE TO ENTER INTO THE TEMPLE, TILL THE SEVEN
PLAGUES OF THE SEVEN ANGELS WERE FULFILLED.

Isaiah saw the heavenly temple filled with smoke.

ISAIAH 6:14

1IN THE YEAR THAT KING UZZIAH DIED I SAW ALSO THE LORD SITTING UPON A
THRONE, HIGH AND LIFTED UP, AND HIS TRAIN FILLED THE TEMPLE.

2 ABOVE IT STOOD THE SERAPHIMS: EACH ONE HAD SIX WINGS; WITH TWAIN HE
COVERED HIS FACE, AND WITH TWAIN HE COVERED HIS FEET, AND WITH TWAIN HE
DID FLY.
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3 AND ONE CRIED UNTO ANOTHER, AND SAID, HOLY, HOLY, HOLY, IS THE LORD OF
HOSTS: THE WHOLE EARTH IS FULL OF HIS GLORY.

4 AND THE POSTS OF THE DOOR MOVED AT THE VOICE OF HIM THAT CRIED, AND THE
HOUSE WAS FILLED WITH SMOKE.

The manifestation of divine glory and power is so strong that no one, even the sons of God, is able to enter
the heavenly temple until the filled censers have been emptied out upon the doomed world.

REVELATION 16:1-11
1 AND I HEARD A GREAT VOICE OUT OF THE TEMPLE SAYING TO THE SEVEN ANGELS,
GO YOUR WAYS, AND POUR OUT THE VIALS OF THE WRATH OF GOD UPON THE EARTH.
2 AND THE FIRST WENT, AND POURED OUT HIS VIAL UPON THE EARTH; AND THERE
FELL A NOISOME AND GRIEVOUS SORE UPON THE MEN WHICH HAD THE MARK OF
THE BEAST, AND UPON THEM WHICH WORSHIPPED HIS IMAGE.

3 AND THE SECOND ANGEL POURED OUT HIS VIAL UPON THE SEA; AND IT BECAME AS
THE BLOOD OF A DEAD MAN: AND EVERY LIVING SOUL DIED IN THE SEA.

4 AND THE THIRD ANGEL POURED OUT HIS VIAL UPON THE RIVERS AND FOUNTAINS OF
WATERS; AND THEY BECAME BLOOD.

5 AND I HEARD THE ANGEL OF THE WATERS SAY, THOU ART RIGHTEOUS, O LORD,
WHICH ART, AND WAST, AND SHALT BE, BECAUSE THOU HAST JUDGED THUS.

6 FOR THEY HAVE SHED THE BLOOD OF SAINTS AND PROPHETS, AND THOU HAST
GIVEN THEM BLOOD TO DRINK; FOR THEY ARE WORTHY.

7 AND  HEARD ANOTHER OUT OF THE ALTAR SAY, EVEN SO, LORD GOD ALMIGHTY,
TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS ARE THY JUDGMENTS.

8 AND THE FOURTH ANGEL POURED OUT HIS VIAL UPON THE SUN; AND POWER WAS
GIVEN UNTO HIM TO SCORCH MEN WITH FIRE.

9 AND MEN WERE SCORCHED WITH GREAT HEAT, AND BLASPHEMED THE NAME OF
GOD, WHICH HATH POWER OVER THESE PLAGUES: AND THEY REPENTED NOT TO
GIVE HIM GLORY.

10 AND THE FIFTH ANGEL POURED OUT HIS VIAL UPON THE SEAT OF THE BEAST; AND
HIS KINGDOM WAS FULL OF DARKNESS; AND THEY GNAWED THEIR TONGUES FOR
PAIN,

11 AND BLASPHEMED THE GOD OF HEAVEN BECAUSE OF THEIR PAINS AND THEIR
SORES, AND REPENTED NOT OF THEIR DEEDS.

John heard a shout of command from the Temple to the Seven Angels: ''Begin! Pour out the seven bowls of
God's wrath on earth!" So, the first Angel stepped up and poured his bowl out on earth: Loathsome,
stinking sores erupted on all who had taken the mark of the Beast and worshiped its image. Then the
second Angel poured his bowl on the sea: The sea coagulated into blood, and everything in it died. The third
Angel poured his bowl on rivers and springs: The waters turned to blood.

John heard the Angel of Waters say, “Righteous you are, and your judgments are righteous, You

are the Is, You are the Was, You are the Holy One who will be. They poured out the blood of saints and
prophets so you've given them blood to drink — they've gotten what they deserve!
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Just then John heard the Altar chime in, Yes, O God, the Sovereign-Strong! Your judgments are
true and just! The fourth Angel poured his bowl on the sun: Fire blazed from the sun and scorched men
and women. Burned and blistered, they cursed God's Name, the God behind these disasters. They refused
to repent, refused to honor God. The fifth Angel poured his bowl on the throne of the Beast: Its kingdom
fell into sudden eclipse. Mad with pain, men and women bit and chewed their tongues, cursed the God of
Heaven for their torment and sores, and refused to repent and change their ways.

Right now, while the message regarding the wrath of God is fresh in your minds, I am going to ask
you to examine yourself. fthere is anything that would cause you to have to face the wrath of God, now
while the feeling of anxiety and disturbance is upon you, let it not pass without a thorough change in all your
ways, lest the next time the feeling of compunction comes, it may find you in the midst of the hopeless
torments of eternal death.

REVELATION 16:12

12 AND THE SIXTH ANGEL POURED OUT HIS VIAL UPON THE GREAT RIVER
EUPHRATES; AND THE WATER THEREOF WAS DRIED UP, THAT THE WAY OF THE
KINGS OF THE EAST MIGHT BE PREPARED.

The literal Euphrates River is dried up. The drying up of this river makes it easier for kings of the earth and
their armies to gather for what they think is to war with Jesus. They had for centuries been evoked by the
spirits of hell to fight against anything and everything that is righteous and holy. But here the devil, the anti-
christ and the false prophet uses demons to attempt one more time to incite, deceive, and persuade the
nations to gather to fight against Israel and the King of all Kings.

REVELATION 16:13-14

13 AND I SAW THREE UNCLEAN SPIRITS LIKE FROGS COME OUT OF THE MOUTH OF
THE DRAGON, AND OUT OF THE MOUTH OF THE BEAST, AND OUT OF THE MOUTH OF
THE FALSE PROPHET.

14 FOR THEY ARE THE SPIRITS OF DEVILS, WORKING MIRACLES, WHICH GO FORTH
UNTO THE KINGS OF THE EARTH AND OF THE WHOLE WORLD, TO GATHER THEM TO
THE BATTLE OF THAT GREAT DAY OF GOD ALMIGHTY.

Joel, under the anointing of God, wrote what these demons would declare to the nations.

JOEL 3:9-12

9 PROCLAIM YE THIS AMONG THE GENTILES; PREPARE WAR, WAKE UP THE MIGHTY
MEN, LET ALL THE MEN OF WAR DRAW NEAR; LET THEM COME UP:

10 BEAT YOUR PLOWSHARES INTO SWORDS, AND YOUR PRUNINGHOOKS INTO SPEARS:
LET THE WEAK SAY, I AM STRONG.

11 ASSEMBLE YOURSELVES, AND COME, ALL YE HEATHEN, AND GATHER YOURSELVES
TOGETHER ROUND ABOUT: THITHER CAUSE THY MIGHTY ONES TO COME DOWN, O
LORD.

12 LET THE HEATHEN BE WAKENED, AND COME UP TO THE VALLEY OF
JEHOSHAPHAT:
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Actually, the drying up of the river opens up the way for the evil kings and armies to easily gather.
To their surprise, their gathering will turn out to be for the great and final destruction of the all the
oppressive powers that have sought Israel’s ruin. These enemies of Israel come to a scene of slaughter from
which they never return. While the armies are gathering, John hears a voice which says what we have in
the next verse.

REVELATION 16:15
15 BEHOLD, I COME AS A THIEF. BLESSED IS HE THAT WATCHETH, AND KEEPETH HIS
GARMENTS, LEST HE WALK NAKED, AND THEY SEE HIS SHAME.

This is similar to what Jesus said to the church regarding His return to earth. How does this apply
while the plagues are being poured out by the seven angels? It is definitely not spoken to the church because
we are already been in with Jesus for seven years. We are in glorified form just like Jesus. So, here is the
explanation as to whom Jesus spoke these words—these are the people who had lived during the tribulation
period and the reign of the anti-christ, but did not take the mark of the beast nor did they worship his image.

As you know, most had been killed or starved to death, but in comparison to the world population,
a few people survived the trials and temptations of the beast.
Jesus calls these people to meet with Him and the other saints who had given their lives for Christ during the
tribulation period.

REVELATION 16:16
16 AND HE GATHERED THEM TOGETHER INTO A PLACE CALLED IN THE HEBREW
TONGUE ARMAGEDDON.

Itis exciting to know that there is a blessedness for these people even down amid these last
extremities of the judgment time. Itis only secured, as in every other case, by constant watchfulness, prayer,
and readiness to meet Jesus. Itis this group of people the lead the singing and playing of harps that we
mentioned last week. Still, the evil people ignore the celebration that is going on with the saints. They are
totally caught up in their endeavor to crush out every vestige of the authority and power of the Lamb. We
are told that the place for this gathering is Armageddon. This name refers to the Mount of Megiddo which
is the great plain that belts across the middle of the Holy Land from the Mediterranean to the Jordon.
River. The literal mean of the word is to cut off or to slay. This plain has been the site for many battles,
especially in Old Testament times. Once again, it is going to the place for the slaughter of evil.

Do not be concerned that one site for this battle has been called a valley and another reference has
called it a mount. A mount and a valley go together. It takes one in other to have the other. In this case, it
just so happens that this is the site outside of Jerusalem where Jesus was crucified, buried and resurrected.
Itis here that Jesus Christ is going to declare His victory over satan and all that is evil. With the sixth angel
has completing his work, everything breaks off abruptly because the final catastrophe is about to be poured
out by the seventh angel.

REVELATION 16:17

17 AND THE SEVENTH ANGEL POURED OUT HIS VIAL INTO THE AIR; AND THERE CAME
A GREAT VOICE OUT OF THE TEMPLE OF HEAVEN, FROM THE THRONE, SAYING, IT IS
DONE.
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This tells us direct from the Judgment-seat itself that here the end is reached. This is going to be the absolute
end to God’s wrath being poured out. Note that this angel pours his vial into the air rather than onto the
earth. When Jesus gave His life on the cross, He said, “It is finished,” meaning that His sacrifice was
complete. Once again, He says, “It is Finished,” meaning that there is no more probation, help, or hope for
those who have not believed on Him.

At a later point, these people will be told to depart from Jesus. He will say, “I never knew you.”
The commotions and disasters which result from this seventh angel emptying his bowl of wrath upon the
earth is described in the chapters which follow. To get things under way with the work of the seventh angel,
John writes what we have in verse 18.

REVELATION 16:18

18 AND THERE WERE VOICES, AND THUNDERS, AND LIGHTNINGS; AND THERE WAS A
GREAT EARTHQUAKE, SUCH AS WAS NOT SINCE MEN WERE UPON THE EARTH, SO
MIGHTY AN EARTHQUAKE, AND SO GREAT.

Voices and thunders and lightnings had occurred many, many times before, but never to the degree that
they are going to happen as the seventh angel brings about horrendous aerial convulsions. Then on earth
the greatest earthquake ever happens.

ISAIAH 2:19

19 AND THEY SHALL GO INTO THE HOLES OF THE ROCKS, AND INTO THE CAVES OF
THE EARTH, FOR FEAR OF THE LORD, AND FOR THE GLORY OF HIS MAJESTY, WHEN
HE ARISETH TO SHAKE TERRIBLY THE EARTH.

HAGGALI 2:6-7

6 FOR THUS SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS; YET ONCE, IT IS A LITTLE WHILE, AND I WILL
SHAKE THE HEAVENS, AND THE EARTH, AND THE SEA, AND THE DRY LAND;

7 AND I WILL SHAKE ALL NATIONS, AND THE DESIRE OF ALL NATIONS SHALL COME:
AND I WILL FILL THIS HOUSE WITH GLORY, SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS.

Let me remind you that at this point in our study, we reached the end of the tribulation period with the
destruction of the anti-christ, but God then gave John more descriptive details about the wrath that He is
going to pour out upon the earth which will lead up to the end of the tribulation period.

REVELATION 16:19

19 AND THE GREAT CITY WAS DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS, AND THE CITIES OF THE
NATIONS FELL: AND GREAT BABYLON CAME IN REMEMBRANCE BEFORE GOD, TO
GIVE UNTO HER THE CUP OF THE WINE OF THE FIERCENESS OF HIS WRATH.

Here we are told that the great city of Jerusalem would be divided into three parts.

The cities of the gentiles are completely destroyed based on the statement in this verse that the cities of the
nations fell.
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Jerusalem is only partly destroyed because Jesus has already approached the city and possessed the temple
and the area around it. At the resurrection and ascension of the two Witnesses, there was a great
earthquake and a tenth of Jerusalem fell. Here there is a greater earthquake, and a much vaster effect.

ZECHARIAH 13:8
8 AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, THAT IN ALL THE LAND, SAITH THE LORD, TWO PARTS
THEREIN SHALL BE CUT OFF AND DIE; BUT THE THIRD SHALL BE LEFT THEREIN.

This takes place when the Mount of Olives is cleaved in two from east to west.

ZECHARIAH 14:4

4 AND HIS FEET SHALL STAND IN THAT DAY UPON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES, WHICH IS
BEFORE JERUSALEM ON THE EAST, AND THE MOUNT OF OLIVES SHALL CLEAVE IN
THE MIDST THEREOF TOWARD THE EAST AND TOWARD THE WEST, AND THERE
SHALL BE A VERY GREAT VALLEY; AND HALF OF THE MOUNTAIN SHALL REMOVE
TOWARD THE NORTH, AND HALF OF IT TOWARD THE SOUTH.

The death of the two Witnesses is avenged upon two-thirds of Jerusalem as it falls into utter destruction.
But the one remaining third remains standing because it is what Jesus has taken for His own. He is forever
and His power and dominion are forever. Multitudes of the population doubtless perish amid these terrible
commotions; but there is a refuge provided for those who acknowledge the Lord and call upon His name.

ZECHARIAH 13:9

9 AND I WILL BRING THE THIRD PART THROUGH THE FIRE, AND WILL REFINE THEM AS
SILVER IS REFINED, AND WILL TRY THEM AS GOLD IS TRIED: THEY SHALL CALL ON MY
NAME, AND I WILL HEAR THEM: I WILL SAY, IT ISMY PEOPLE: AND THEY SHALL SAY,
THE LORD IS MY GOD.

The calamity to Jerusalem, is not so great as the effect of this unprecedented earthquake upon the cities of
the gentiles. The cities of the gentiles are utterly destroyed. The whole earth is shaken terribly by this bowl
of the wrath of God.

REVELATION 16:19
....... AND GREAT BABYLON CAME IN REMEMBRANCE BEFORE GOD, TO GIVE UNTO
HER THE CUP OF THE WINE OF THE FIERCENESS OF HIS WRATH.

We will discuss this verse in the next couple of chapters of the Book of Revelation.

REVELATION 16:20
20 AND EVERY ISLAND FLED AWAY, AND THE MOUNTAINS WERE NOT FOUND.

Here we are told that the configuration of the earth is going to be changed. There will be a sudden recession
of islands from their present places. Some mountains will totally disappear. Please understand, however,
this is not the end of the world. The geographical landscape and seascape will be drastically changed, but
the earth will continue to exist.
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JEREMIAH 4:24-28

241 BEHELD THE MOUNTAINS, AND, LO, THEY TREMBLED, AND ALL THE HILLS MOVED
LIGHTLY.

251 BEHELD, AND, LO, THERE WAS NO MAN, AND ALL THE BIRDS OF THE HEAVENS
WERE FLED.

26 I BEHELD, AND, LO, THE FRUITFUL PLACE WAS A WILDERNESS, AND ALL THE CITIES
THEREOF WERE BROKEN DOWN AT THE PRESENCE OF THE LORD, AND BY HIS FIERCE
ANGER.

27 FOR THUS HATH THE LORD SAID, THE WHOLE LAND SHALL BE DESOLATE; YET
WILL INOT MAKE A FULL END.

28 FOR THIS SHALL THE EARTH MOURN, AND THE HEAVENS ABOVE BE BLACK:
BECAUSE I HAVE SPOKEN IT, I HAVE PURPOSED IT, AND WILL NOT REPENT, NEITHER
WILL I TURN BACK FROMIT.

REVELATION 16:21

21 AND THERE FELL UPON MEN A GREAT HAIL OUT OF HEAVEN, EVERY STONE ABOUT
THE WEIGHT OF A TALENT: AND MEN BLASPHEMED GOD BECAUSE OF THE PLAGUE
OF THE HAIL; FOR THE PLAGUE THEREOF WAS EXCEEDING GREAT.

We hear about hail falling the size of a quarter or, perhaps, a little bigger. On this occasion, the hail
is going to be big enough to crush houses and sink ships. The people who are on earth at that time will have
no place to hide from the hail. Even with this, the people refuse to bow their heads and knees to the Lord.
Instead, they curse God. Their transgression has reached its fullest potential. The people are dead-ripe for
the final judgment. The anti-christ has taught them to curse God and die. Their last words are curses and
their last breath is blasphemy.

Even today, there are people who are saying that the Book of Revelation is at best nothing more
than unsubstantial speculation. They rely on theories and philosophies that mankind is his own god. They
have schooled themselves in the worship of nature with no need for divine administration. Thunder,
lightning, tempests, plagues, pestilences, famines, earthquakes, eclipses, and comets have been accepted in
the past as signs was not pleased with human affairs. Now, these things are explained away as being caused
by global warming and that there is no God who had anything to do with them.

Brothers and sisters, God uses these things as His weapons of judgment. They are forewarnings of
worst things that are to come unless the people and /or nation repents. I challenge you not to be influenced
by political correctness. We are to live by God’s correctness. God is God and His Word will still be standing
when the world is dissolved. There is eternal security, if and only if, with a true and honest heart, you only
believe what is written in His Word and set your soul to obey and trust as He counsels and directs. It will
bring you safety and salvation. Your faith must never yield to fear—false evidence appearing real.

Now, we are going to move on to chapter 17.

REVELATION 17:1-5

1 AND THERE CAME ONE OF THE SEVEN ANGELS WHICH HAD THE SEVEN VIALS, AND
TALKED WITH ME, SAYING UNTO ME, COME HITHER; I WILL SHEW UNTO THEE THE
JUDGMENT OF THE GREAT WHORE THAT SITTETH UPON MANY WATERS:
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2 WITH WHOM THE KINGS OF THE EARTH HAVE COMMITTED FORNICATION, AND THE
INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH HAVE BEEN MADE DRUNK WITH THE WINE OF HER
FORNICATION.

3 SO HE CARRIED ME AWAY IN THE SPIRIT INTO THE WILDERNESS: AND I SAW A
WOMAN SIT UPON A SCARLET COLOURED BEAST, FULL OF NAMES OF BLASPHEMY,
HAVING SEVEN HEADS AND TEN HORNS.

4 AND THE WOMAN WAS ARRAYED IN PURPLE AND SCARLET COLOUR, AND DECKED
WITH GOLD AND PRECIOUS STONES AND PEARLS, HAVING A GOLDEN CUP IN HER
HAND FULL OF ABOMINATIONS AND FILTHINESS OF HER FORNICATION:

5 AND UPON HER FOREHEAD WAS A NAME WRITTEN, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT,
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

We have heard of this mystery Babylon previously in our study of Revelation.

REVELATION 14:8

8 AND THERE FOLLOWED ANOTHER ANGEL, SAYING, BABYLON IS FALLEN, IS FALLEN,
THAT GREAT CITY, BECAUSE SHE MADE ALL NATIONS DRINK OF THE WINE OF THE
WRATH OF HER FORNICATION.

This warning came when God sent two angels to preach the Word, giving the people who were still
here on earth one more opportunity to accept Jesus. Then again, when the seventh trumpet was sounded
and two-thirds of the city of Jerusalem was destroyed, God recalled what had happen to this place called
Great Babylon.

REVELATION 16:19

19 AND THE GREAT CITY WAS DIVIDED INTO THREE PARTS, AND THE CITIES OF THE
NATIONS FELL: AND GREAT BABYLON CAME IN REMEMBRANCE BEFORE GOD, TO
GIVE UNTO HER THE CUP OF THE WINE OF THE FIERCENESS OF HIS WRATH.

Today, we are going to learn more about the place called Great Babylon. First of all, we are going
to talk about the ancient city of Babylon. In ancient times, Babylon was the greatest city in the world.
Ancient Babylon was constructed by immigrants that came from all parts of the ancient world. Babylon
was personified in the Scriptures as a woman — the prophets use the word ‘““her” in referring to this city.
With this being said, we must understand that the key to understanding the Holy texts of
the Bible is to take it literally when possible. But as you know, there are Sciptures that are
metaphors or symbolism and cannot be taken literally. They must be deciphered with the
help of the Holy Spirit. With that in mind you must understand that Great Babylon is not
a city, but is a nation. Also understand that when the prophets talked of end-time events,
they had to use simple words that existed in their day and time. For example, when the
prophets tried to describe air crafts, air travel, the air force, and space travel, the
description was: “mount up to heaven.”

JEREMIAH 51:53

53 THOUGH BABYLON SHOULD MOUNT UP TO HEAVEN, AND THOUGH SHE
SHOULD FORTIFY THE HEIGHT OF HER STRENGTH, YET FROM ME

SHALL SPOILERS COME UNTO HER, SAITH THE LORD.
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This is God’s way of saying that the reference to Babylon here is not to the ancient city of
Babylon, but a last-day place which has the ability to go fly above the earth. Jeremiah
continues on.

JEREMIAH 51:54-58

54 A SOUND OF A CRY COMETH FROM BABYLON, AND GREAT DESTRUCTION
FROM THE LAND OF THE CHALDEANS:

55 BECAUSE THE LORD HATH SPOILED BABYLON, AND DESTROYED OUT OF
HER THE GREAT VOICE; WHEN HER WAVES DO ROAR LIKE GREAT WATERS,
A NOISE OF THEIR VOICE IS UTTERED:

56 BECAUSE THE SPOILER IS COME UPON HER, EVEN UPON BABYLON, AND
HER MIGHTY MEN ARE TAKEN, EVERY ONE OF THEIR BOWS IS BROKEN: FOR
THE LORD GOD OF RECOMPENCES SHALL SURELY REQUITE.

57 AND I WILL MAKE DRUNK HER PRINCES, AND HER WISE MEN, HER
CAPTAINS, AND HER RULERS, AND HER MIGHTY MEN: AND THEY SHALL
SLEEP A PERPETUAL SLEEP, AND NOT WAKE, SAITH THE KING, WHOSE NAME
IS THE LORD OF HOSTS.

58 THUS SAITH THE LORD OF HOSTS; THE BROAD WALLS OF BABYLON SHALL
BE UTTERLY BROKEN, AND HER HIGH GATES SHALL BE BURNED WITH FIRE;
AND THE PEOPLE SHALL LABOUR IN VAIN, AND THE FOLK IN THE FIRE, AND
THEY SHALL BE WEARY.

So, Jeremiah declares that this modern place referred to as Babylon will be one day be
destroyed. As we continue learning more about this doomed place, we find that Babylon is
called by the prophets a “Queen among nations” and “The lady of kingdoms”.

ISAIAH 47:5

5 SIT THOU SILENT, AND GET THEE INTO DARKNESS, O DAUGHTER OF THE
CHALDEANS: FOR THOU SHALT NO MORE BE CALLED, THE LADY OF
KINGDOMS.

ISAIAH 47:7-11

7 AND THOU SAIDST, I SHALL BE A LADY FOR EVER: SO THAT THOU DIDST
NOT LAY THESE THINGS TO THY HEART, NEITHER DIDST REMEMBER THE
LATTER END OF IT.

8 THEREFORE HEAR NOW THIS, THOU THAT ART GIVEN TO PLEASURES,
THAT DWELLEST CARELESSLY, THAT SAYEST IN THINE HEART, I AM, AND
NONE ELSE BESIDE ME; I SHALL NOT SIT AS A WIDOW, NEITHER SHALL I
KNOW THE LOSS OF CHILDREN:

9 BUT THESE TWO THINGS SHALL COME TO THEE IN A MOMENT IN ONE DAY,
THE LOSS OF CHILDREN, AND WIDOWHOOD: THEY SHALL COME UPON THEE
IN THEIR PERFECTION FOR THE MULTITUDE OF THY SORCERIES, AND FOR
THE GREAT ABUNDANCE OF THINE ENCHANTMENTS.
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10 FOR THOU HAST TRUSTED IN THY WICKEDNESS: THOU HAST SAID, NONE
SEETH ME. THY WISDOM AND THY KNOWLEDGE, IT HATH PERVERTED THEE;
AND THOU HAST SAID IN THINE HEART, I AM, AND NONE ELSE BESIDE ME.

11 THEREFORE SHALL EVIL COME UPON THEE; THOU SHALT NOT KNOW
FROM WHENCE IT RISETH: AND MISCHIEF SHALL FALL UPON THEE; THOU
SHALT NOT BE ABLE TO PUT IT OFF: AND DESOLATION SHALL COME UPON
THEE SUDDENLY, WHICH THOU SHALT NOT KNOW.

12 STAND NOW WITH THINE ENCHANTMENTS, AND WITH THE MULTITUDE OF
THY SORCERIES, WHEREIN THOU HAST LABOURED FROM THY YOUTH; IF SO
BE THOU SHALT BE ABLE TO PROFIT, IF SO BE THOU MAYEST PREVAIL.

13 THOU ART WEARIED IN THE MULTITUDE OF THY COUNSELS. LET NOW
THE ASTROLOGERS, THE STARGAZERS, THE MONTHLY PROGNOSTICATORS,
STAND UP, AND SAVE THEE FROM THESE THINGS THAT SHALL COME UPON
THEE.

14 BEHOLD, THEY SHALL BE AS STUBBLE; THE FIRE SHALL BURN THEM;
THEY SHALL NOT DELIVER THEMSELVES FROM THE POWER OF THE FLAME:
THERE SHALL NOT BE A COAL TO WARM AT, NOR FIRE TO SIT BEFORE IT.

15 THUS SHALL THEY BE UNTO THEE WITH WHOM THOU HAST LABOURED,
EVEN THY MERCHANTS, FROM THY YOUTH: THEY SHALL WANDER EVERY
ONE TO HIS QUARTER; NONE SHALL SAVE THEE.

We are also told in Revelation 18 that Great Babylon is the youngest and only
superpower in the world. Isaiah 47:13 that Fay has just read says that Babylon is a
democracy weighed down by its huge government: “Thou art wearied in the multitude of
thy counsels.” Babylon destroys her own land, with pollution and waste.

ISATAH 14:20

20 THOU SHALT NOT BE JOINED WITH THEM IN BURIAL, BECAUSE THOU
HAST DESTROYED THY LAND, AND SLAIN THY PEOPLE: THE SEED OF
EVILDOERS SHALL NEVER BE RENOWNED.

ISATAH 47:6

I WAS WROTH WITH MY PEOPLE, I HAVE POLLUTED MINE INHERITANCE,
AND GIVEN THEM INTO THINE HAND: THOU DIDST SHEW THEM NO MERCY;
UPON THE ANCIENT HAST THOU VERY HEAVILY LAID THY YOKE.

Ask youself this: How could an early date prophet know about pollution since there was
not such a thing in ancient times? He has to be talking about a place that would exist
centuries later. Babylon has the most powerful military force on the planet. An assembly
of great nations would be required to fight against Babylon in order to bring it down.

JEREMIAH 50:9

9 FOR, LO, I WILL RAISE AND CAUSE TO COME UP AGAINST BABYLON AN
ASSEMBLY OF GREAT NATIONS FROM THE NORTH COUNTRY: AND THEY
SHALL SET THEMSELVES IN ARRAY AGAINST HER; FROM THENCE SHE
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SHALL BE TAKEN: THEIR ARROWS SHALL BE AS OF A MIGHTY EXPERT MAN;
NONE SHALL RETURN IN VAIN.

JEREMIAH 50:23
23 HOW IS THE HAMMER OF THE WHOLE EARTH CUT ASUNDER AND
BROKEN! HOW IS BABYLON BECOME A DESOLATION AMONG THE NATIONS!

JEREMIAH 51:53
53 THOUGH BABYLON...SHOULD FORTIFY THE HEIGHT OF HER STRENGTH,
YET FROM ME SHALL SPOILERS COME UNTO HER, SAITH THE LORD.

Babylon will have been praised in the entire world.

JEREMIAH 51:48
48 THEN THE HEAVEN AND THE EARTH, AND ALL THAT IS THEREIN, SHALL
SING FOR BABYLON:

This nation is a coastal nation, with deep-water ports and much international trade.

JEREMIAH 51:12-13

12 SET UP THE STANDARD UPON THE WALLS OF BABYLON, MAKE THE
WATCH STRONG, SET UP THE WATCHMEN, PREPARE THE AMBUSHES: FOR
THE LORD HATH BOTH DEVISED AND DONE THAT WHICH HE SPAKE AGAINST
THE INHABITANTS OF BABYLON.

13 O THOU THAT DWELLEST UPON MANY WATERS, ABUNDANT IN
TREASURES, THINE END IS COME, AND THE MEASURE OF THY
COVETOUSNESS.

The prophets foretold that Babylon becomes proud, haughty, and does not consider her
end.

ISATAH 47:8

8 THEREFORE HEAR NOW THIS, THOU THAT ART GIVEN TO PLEASURES,
THAT DWELLEST CARELESSLY, THAT SAYEST IN THINE HEART, I AM, AND
NONE ELSE BESIDE ME; I SHALL NOT SIT AS A WIDOW, NEITHER SHALL I
KNOW THE LOSS OF CHILDREN:

REVELATION 18:7

7 HOW MUCH SHE HATH GLORIFIED HERSELF, AND LIVED DELICIOUSLY, SO
MUCH TORMENT AND SORROW GIVE HER: FOR SHE SAITH IN HER HEART, I
SIT A QUEEN, AND AM NO WIDOW, AND SHALL SEE NO SORROW.

Babylon is referred to as the Daughter of Chaldea. Let’s reread Isaiah 47:5.
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ISAIAH 47:5

5 SIT THOU SILENT, AND GET THEE INTO DARKNESS, O DAUGHTER OF THE
CHALDEANS: FOR THOU SHALT NO MORE BE CALLED, THE LADY OF
KINGDOMS.

Chaldea is a region in the Middle East mostly inhabited by Semitic tribes during the time
of the prophets. Out of the family of Semitic tribes the most powerful and influential one
today is represented by the Jews or Israelites. According to Scripture, Babylon would be a
home to multitudes of Jews who left the Holy Land.

JEREMIAH 50:4-6

4 IN THOSE DAYS, AND IN THAT TIME, SAITH THE LORD, THE CHILDREN OF
ISRAEL SHALL COME, THEY AND THE CHILDREN OF JUDAH TOGETHER,
GOING AND WEEPING: THEY SHALL GO, AND SEEK THE LORD THEIR GOD.
STHEY SHALL ASK THE WAY TO ZION WITH THEIR FACES THITHERWARD,
SAYING, COME, AND LET US JOIN OURSELVES TO THE LORD IN A PERPETUAL
COVENANT THAT SHALL NOT BE FORGOTTEN.

6 MY PEOPLE HATH BEEN LOST SHEEP: THEIR SHEPHERDS HAVE CAUSED
THEM TO GO ASTRAY, THEY HAVE TURNED THEM AWAY ON THE
MOUNTAINS: THEY HAVE GONE FROM MOUNTAIN TO HILL, THEY HAVE
FORGOTTEN THEIR RESTING PLACE.

JEREMIAH 50:8
8 REMOVE OUT OF THE MIDST OF BABYLON, AND GO FORTH OUT OF THE
LAND OF THE CHALDEANS, AND BE AS THE HE GOATS BEFORE THE FLOCKS.

JEREMIAH 51:6

6 FLEE OUT OF THE MIDST OF BABYLON, AND DELIVER EVERY MAN HIS
SOUL: BE NOT CUT OFF IN HER INIQUITY; FOR THIS IS THE TIME OF THE
LORD'S VENGEANCE; HE WILL RENDER UNTO HER A RECOMPENCE.

JEREMAIH 51:45
45 MY PEOPLE, GO YE OUT OF THE MIDST OF HER, AND DELIVER YE EVERY
MAN HIS SOUL FROM THE FIERCE ANGER OF THE LORD.

ISATAH 48:20

20 GO YE FORTH OF BABYLON, FLEE YE FROM THE CHALDEANS, WITH A
VOICE OF SINGING DECLARE YE, TELL THIS, UTTER IT EVEN TO THE END OF
THE EARTH; SAY YE, THE LORD HATH REDEEMED HIS SERVANT JACOB.

REVELATION 18:4

4 AND I HEARD ANOTHER VOICE FROM HEAVEN, SAYING, COME OUT OF HER,
MY PEOPLE, THAT YE BE NOT PARTAKERS OF HER SINS, AND THAT YE
RECEIVE NOT OF HER PLAGUES.
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Based on all of these Scriptures, the Jews have been living in Great Babylon, but are now
being told to get out of Babylon before it falls. Babylon has a unique and remarkable
beginning, different from other nations and has been awe-inspiring from its conception.

ISATAH 18:1-2

1 WOE TO THE LAND SHADOWING WITH WINGS, WHICH IS BEYOND THE
RIVERS OF ETHIOPIA:

2 THAT SENDETH AMBASSADORS BY THE SEA, EVEN IN VESSELS OF
BULRUSHES UPON THE WATERS, SAYING, GO, YE SWIFT MESSENGERS, TO A
NATION SCATTERED AND PEELED, TO A PEOPLE TERRIBLE FROM THEIR
BEGINNING HITHERTO; A NATION METED OUT AND TRODDEN DOWN, WHOSE
LAND THE RIVERS HAVE SPOILED!

Well, if you have followed what I have said about Babylon and its destruction, you
probably have realized that I have given you a description of what could well be the United
States of America. I hope I am wrong, but considering the current condition of the United
States and what the political arena seeming is offering for the future leadership of this
country, we are headed for collapse regardless of who is elected president. Only God can
save America. He is long suffering and merciful. Itis His will that all people be saved, so,
if we will call upon the Lord with earnest hearts, perhaps, He will give us a little more time.

2 CHRONICLES 7:14

14 IF MY PEOPLE, WHICH ARE CALLED BY MY NAME, SHALL HUMBLE
THEMSELVES, AND PRAY, AND SEEK MY FACE, AND TURN FROM THEIR
WICKED WAYS; THEN WILL I HEAR FROM HEAVEN, AND WILL FORGIVE
THEIR SIN, AND WILL HEAL THEIR LAND.

We must realize that even though God has the ability to save America, there is going
to come a time when God says: “Enough is Enough!” “My Word must be fulfilled.” It is
at that point destruction will come--not only on America, but the whole world will be
affected by the fall of America.

REVELATION 17:1-5

1 AND THERE CAME ONE OF THE SEVEN ANGELS WHICH HAD THE SEVEN
VIALS, AND TALKED WITH ME, SAYING UNTO ME, COME HITHER; I WILL
SHEW UNTO THEE THE JUDGMENT OF THE GREAT WHORE THAT SITTETH
UPON MANY WATERS:

2 WITH WHOM THE KINGS OF THE EARTH HAVE COMMITTED FORNICATION,
AND THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH HAVE BEEN MADE DRUNK WITH THE
WINE OF HER FORNICATION.

3 SO HE CARRIED ME AWAY IN THE SPIRIT INTO THE WILDERNESS: AND I
SAW A WOMAN SIT UPON A SCARLET COLOURED BEAST, FULL OF NAMES OF
BLASPHEMY, HAVING SEVEN HEADS AND TEN HORNS.
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4 AND THE WOMAN WAS ARRAYED IN PURPLE AND SCARLET COLOUR, AND
DECKED WITH GOLD AND PRECIOUS STONES AND PEARLS, HAVING A
GOLDEN CUP IN HER HAND FULL OF ABOMINATIONS AND FILTHINESS OF
HER FORNICATION:

5 AND UPON HER FOREHEAD WAS A NAME WRITTEN, MYSTERY, BABYLON
THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

Based on this Scriptural information it appears that Great Babylon may well be, and
probably is, the United States of America. The prophets who wrote the Old Testament
Scriptures had to use the names of places with which they were familiar. They could not
refer to the names of any places in the Western world because it had not been discovered.
This is why the United States of America is not mentioned in the Bible by name.

What the prophets knew was that one day there would be a place that would be
bigger and more evil than the ancient city of Babylon, so they called it Great Babylon—
rather than being a city, it would be a nation. Revelation 18 indicates that Great Babylon
would be a young nation. We are the first country to successfully become independent
form a colonial Empire- the British Empire. We share the English language and we are the
descendants of the first British colonies. That is why England is like a mother to the United
States. It fits perfectly with the description in Jeremiah 50:12.

JEREMAIH 50:12

12 YOUR MOTHER SHALL BE SORE CONFOUNDED; SHE THAT BARE YOU
SHALL BE ASHAMED: BEHOLD, THE HINDERMOST OF THE NATIONS SHALL
BE A WILDERNESS, A DRY LAND, AND A DESERT.

More so, the mother of Babylon has the symbol of the LION.

DANIEL 7:2-4

2 DANIEL SPAKE AND SAID, I SAW IN MY VISION BY NIGHT, AND, BEHOLD,
THE FOUR WINDS OF THE HEAVEN STROVE UPON THE GREAT SEA.

3 AND FOUR GREAT BEASTS CAME UP FROM THE SEA, DIVERSE ONE FROM
ANOTHER.

4 THE FIRST WAS LIKE A LION, AND HAD EAGLE'S WINGS: I BEHELD TILL THE
WINGS THEREOF WERE PLUCKED, AND IT WAS LIFTED UP FROM THE EARTH,
AND MADE STAND UPON THE FEET AS A MAN, AND A MAN'S HEART WAS
GIVEN TO IT.

EZEKIEL 38:13

SHEBA, AND DEDAN, AND THE MERCHANTS OF TARSHISH, WITH ALL THE
YOUNG LIONS THEREOF, SHALL SAY UNTO THEE, ART THOU COME TO TAKE
A SPOIL? HAST THOU GATHERED THY COMPANY TO TAKE A PREY? TO
CARRY AWAY SILVER AND GOLD, TO TAKE AWAY CATTLE AND GOODS, TO
TAKE A GREAT SPOIL?
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JEREMIAH 51:38
38 THEY SHALL ROAR TOGETHER LIKE LIONS: THEY SHALL YELL AS LION'S
WHELPS.

PSALMS 17:12
12 LIKE AS A LION THAT IS GREEDY OF HIS PREY, AND AS IT WERE A YOUNG
LION LURKING IN SECRET PLACES.

I’m certain that you know the royal symbol of England is a lion. Jeremiah 50:12
stated that the mother of Babylon, in the end times, will be in a state of major decline as the
end nears. All of its colonies are independent. The British pound is no longer the world
reserve currency... it has been replaced by the dollar... the currency of its daughter. The
British Empire that ruled the earth for 200 years will cease to be.

So, if Revelation 17 is referring to the United States, when is it going to fall?
I do not know, but it appears that it will not be until the tribulation period and we do not
plan to be here. But understand, the spirit of the antichrist has been at work for centuries
and, for that reason, we see some of the evil things taking place now that will not come into
their total fruition until the tribulation period.

REVELATION 17:1

1 AND THERE CAME ONE OF THE SEVEN ANGELS WHICH HAD THE SEVEN VIALS, AND
TALKED WITH ME, SAYING UNTO ME, COME HITHER; I WILL SHEW UNTO THEE THE
JUDGMENT OF THE GREAT WHORE THAT SITTETH UPON MANY WATERS:

An angel came to John and said I will show you the judgment that is going to come upon Great
Babylon to which the angel called a great prostitute that sits upon my waters. This comment has a double
meaning. The nation itself is being called a whore and is surrounded by water. The United States has the
Atlantic Ocean on the east side, the Pacific on the west side, the Great Lake which make up 20% of the
world’s fresh water lakes on the north and the Gulf of Mexico to the south. We also have the Great Salt
Lake, plus lakes that have been created by the Corps of Engineers. We have the Mississippi River, the Ohio
River, the Missouri River, the Colorado, the Hudson River, the Potomac, the Rio Grande, the Columbia,
and, of course, the Cumberland, Harpeth and Duck Rivers, and some other streams. So, we are definitely
sitting upon many waters.

Secondly, the symbol that represents the nation is fashioned after a whore and is surrounded by
water. The prophets are talking about the most widely known symbol of America, a woman
symbolizing liberty that sits in the harbor of the most important city in the United States.
So why on Earth are they also calling it the whore of Babylon? Here is the reason. The
sculptor of the Statue of Liberty was Auguste Bertholdi, a mason belonging to the great
Masonic Lodge in Paris. Before beginning the statue of liberty project, Bertholdi was
seeking a commission to construct a giant statue of the goddess of fertility '"Isis” as it was
known to the Egyptians or “Ishtar” to the ancient Babylonians. The Romans also adopted
this fertility goddess but they changed the name to Libertas in Latin, (Liberty, in English).
Libertas is the mythological equivalent of Isis and Ishtar. Therefore, the Statue of Liberty
is also the statue of Isis or as the Babylonians called her, Ishtar... the goddess of fertility,
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love and sex. According to the ancient pagan rituals, one could only be purified of sin after
intercourse with a temple priest or priestess of Ishtar. In return for this salvation a ”gift
offering” was needed. Ishtar was the “patron-mother” of the temple priestesses and
priests. She was the “mother” of what we would call today prostitution. This is why Ishtar
was seen by early Christian as the whore of Babylon... and that is why the Statue of
Liberty, the symbol of America is called by the prophets as the Whore of Babylon. Do you
think it is just a coincidence that the US, the home of the greatest and most famous statue
of Ishtar provides 65% of pornographic movies and adult entrainment to the world?

The recent Supreme Court’s ruling should not have been a surprise to us. It was
not just another coincidence that this country is where sexually liberation or freedom to do
whatever with whomever be they male or female has originated. It is this country which
was founded on the Word of God and called to evangelize the world that has now spread
pornography to the rest of the world with a great portion of it coming out of Hollywood.
As of January 22, 2016, there have been 55,772,015 abortions in the United State since the
approval of Roe vs. Wade in 1973.

REVELATION 17:2

2 WITH WHOM THE KINGS OF THE EARTH HAVE COMMITTED FORNICATION,
AND THE INHABITANTS OF THE EARTH HAVE BEEN MADE DRUNK WITH THE
WINE OF HER FORNICATION.

Now, we are being told that we are no longer a Christian nation. In fact, the United
States of America appears to be great Babylon as described in Revelation, chapters 17 and
18. Statistics show that we now produce more pornography than any other country and we
send it around the world. Revelation 18:3 tells us that great Babylon is going to seduce the
rest of the world to engage in its sin.

REVELATION 18:3 - ” FOR ALL NATIONS HAVE DRUNK OF THE WINE OF THE
WRATH OF HER FORNICATION.

Now let’s go back to the 17% chapter of Revelation.

REVELATION 17:3-5

3 SO HE CARRIED ME AWAY IN THE SPIRIT INTO THE WILDERNESS: AND I SAW A
WOMAN SIT UPON A SCARLET COLOURED BEAST, FULL OF NAMES OF BLASPHEMY,
HAVING SEVEN HEADS AND TEN HORNS.

4 AND THE WOMAN WAS ARRAYED IN PURPLE AND SCARLET COLOUR, AND DECKED
WITH GOLD AND PRECIOUS STONES AND PEARLS, HAVING A GOLDEN CUP IN HER
HAND FULL OF ABOMINATIONS AND FILTHINESS OF HER FORNICATION:

5 AND UPON HER FOREHEAD WAS A NAME WRITTEN, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT,
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

John was carried into a place that was totally foreign to him—it was as if he was in a wilderness—
things were all around him that he had never seen before. The word “mystery” was written on the head of
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the woman because, like any good mystery, the clues regarding her identity were revealed one at a time until
the final and complete revelation of who she is was given in the Book of Revelation.

Verses 3 and 4 refer to the astounding fact that the United States has 27.3% of the world’s total
gross domestic product and only 4.5% of the world’s total population. This means that we United States
citizens are six to seven times wealthier than anybody else in the world. Revelation 18 is going to tell us that
the merchants of the world are going to weep over the loss of their major trading partner.

2 THESSALONIANS 2:6-8

AND NOW YE KNOW WHAT WITHHOLDETH THAT HE MIGHT BE REVEALED IN HIS
TIME.

7FOR THE MYSTERY OF INIQUITY DOTH ALREADY WORK: ONLY HE WHO NOW
LETTETH WILL LET, UNTIL HE BE TAKEN OUT OF THE WAY.

8 AND THEN SHALL THAT WICKED BE REVEALED, WHOM THE LORD SHALL CONSUME
WITH THE SPIRIT OF HIS MOUTH, AND SHALL DESTROY WITH THE BRIGHTNESS OF HIS
COMING:

Before we go on to verse 6, let me explain that in our previous study, we learned about the seven
seals being opened and the seven trumpets sounding. As each of these took place, each outpouring of wrath
became worse than the one before it. It was while the outpouring of wrath was going on that Great Babylon
fell. Let me remind you once again that the catching away of the saints of God, both living and dead in
Christ, will take place before the tribulation period actually get under way. We will already be in heaven
when Great Babylon falls, however, right now, currently, we can already see things happening every day
that is leading up to the tribulation period and the demise of the United States.

2 THESSALONIANS 2:7
7FOR THE MYSTERY OF INIQUITY DOTH ALREADY WORK: ONLY HE WHO NOW
LETTETH WILL LET, UNTIL HE BE TAKEN OUT OF THE WAY.

We discussed this verse back when we were talking about the rapture of the believers in Revelation, chapter
4.

1JOHN 4:3

3 AND EVERY SPIRIT THAT CONFESSETH NOT THAT JESUS CHRIST IS COME IN THE
FLESH IS NOT OF GOD: AND THIS IS THAT SPIRIT OF ANTICHRIST, WHEREOF YE HAVE
HEARD THAT IT SHOULD COME; AND EVEN NOW ALREADY IS IT IN THE WORLD.

The spirit of the anti-christ has actually be in operation for centuries, but the real anti-christ has not been
revealed at the present time.

REVELATION 17:6

6 AND I SAW THE WOMAN DRUNKEN WITH THE BLOOD OF THE SAINTS, AND WITH THE
BLOOD OF THE MARTYRS OF JESUS: AND WHEN I SAW HER, | WONDERED WITH GREAT
ADMIRATION.
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In this verse, John is told that Babylon in the end time would be drunk with the blood of Christians. This is
repeated in Revelation 18.

REVELATION 18:24
24 AND IN HER WAS FOUND THE BLOOD OF PROPHETS, AND OF SAINTS, AND OF ALL
THAT WERE SLAIN UPON THE EARTH.

Right now, generally speaking, we are a blessed people because we have not had to endure the
persecution that many Christians in other nations have had to face. Franklin Graham has stated that this
fact is rapidly changing as attempts are being made to force American Christians to do things that are
contrary to their Biblical teachings. But at the moment, we still have the First Amendment to our
Constitution which guarantees freedoms concerning religion, expression, assembly, and the right to petition.
It forbids Congress from both promoting one religion over others and also restricting an individual’s
religious practices. It guarantees freedom by prohibiting Congress from restricting the press or the rights of
individuals to speak freely. It also guarantees the right of citizens to assemble peaceably and to petition the
government. In particular, the government is not supposed to promote one religion over another. This
began to change back in the 1960’s. School teachers and principals were commanded not to teach the Bible
or pray in our schools. They were instructed to teach evolution as fact.

The next change which furthered weakened the United States was Roe vs. Wade. Abortion was
legalized in 1973. About that same time came the idea that by teaching school students about the harmful
effects of illegal drugs would stop the misuse of harmful drugs. Instead, it created a desire in many students
to try drugs that otherwise they would never have known anything about. What was supposed to have been
a brilliant plan, back-fired. We wound up with a multitude of drug addicts.

With a compilation of all these issues becoming prevalent, our government felt that it had to develop
some kind of program to handle them. So it came up with what is called secular humanism. Secular
humanism is the philosophy that mankind is a part of uncreated, eternal nature. The goal of secular
humanism is man’s self-remediation without reference to or help from God. Simply put, secular humanism
declares that man is his own god. That within itself makes it a religion which is contrary to our Constitution.
According to secular humanism, it is alright for an individual to do his own thing—whatever feels good, go
for it. This idea destroys the meaning and respect for life. Itis being imposed upon our country with our
school students having to learn its tenets. Secular humanism opposes Christianity and the speaking of the
name of Jesus. Yet, other religions seem to be promoted.

We do not hear much about secular humanism today. Political correctness is the going thing of
today, but please understand that political correctness has evolved from secular humanism. It seems that
every day our country, sinks a lower because of this false religion that is being supported by our
government. For instance, one of the candidates running for president says that Christians must change
their deep-seated cultural codes, religious beliefs and structural biases.

Another for instance is that women’s reproductive health depends on the availability of abortion.
Already, we now have legalized gay marriage which is totally contrary to the Word of God. To make
matters worse, Eric Fanning, an openly gay man has be appointed to be the Secretary of our Army. We,
also, have men who think they are women and women who think they are men. This minority group of
transgender people wants to violate the rights of typical people by using the restrooms of the gender that
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they think they are—not the gender that they were created to be by Almighty God. Counselors and some
business owners are being told that they should provide services for non-Christians even if it goes against
their personal Christian beliefs.

Today, we have some policemen who have gone to the point of abuse toward the individual that
they are pursuing. On the other hand, we have innocent policemen who are faithfully performing their
duty as officers of the law and for some reason they are targeted, many are wounded or even killed. In both
cases, tension mounts and unrest breaks out. We now have the murder rate at a peak because people are
shooting other people rather than trying to resolve their differences peacefully.

Bad weather conditions are bringing about destruction and even death more so than ever before.
Again, I say, the sin of our country is taking a toll on it and leading us step-by-step closer to the downfall of
the United States. Brothers and sisters, it is time for us as Christians to stand up and be counted. We are to
be the light to today’s world. Itis time for us to bring this country back to God—making it truly a Christian
nation and only a Christian nation. We must see to it that our government adheres to the Constitution of
the United States and not to any other document or form of government. What I am saying is this:
Christians, the future of the United States is in our hands and not in the hands of either political party unless
they conform to the Bible. We must not be afraid to proclaim the Gospel because we know that greater is
He that is in us than he that is in the world. God has promised to never leave or forsake us. Our
responsibility is to be up and about our Father’s business. We are ambassadors for Christ in this lost and
dying world. We must preach the Gospel to every creature, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and
of His Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

If our country has sunk to the point of no return; if we have reached the point when God says,
“Enough is enough! My appointed time has come for Great Babylon to fall.” then Christians, be certain
that God is going to remove us out of the chaos before it become the tribulation period.

Well, I guess that we had better get back to the Book of Revelation. The last verse that we have
looked at was Chapter 17 and verse 6.

REVELATION 17:6

6 AND I SAW THE WOMAN DRUNKEN WITH THE BLOOD OF THE SAINTS, AND WITH THE
BLOOD OF THE MARTYRS OF JESUS: AND WHEN I SAW HER, Il WONDERED WITH GREAT
ADMIRATION.

The rest of chapter 17 and all of chapter 18 continue to talk about the fall of Great Babylon and how the
other nations that had been allies with her weep over her fall. We have already learned that enemy nations
will gather together to determine the demise of Great Babylon. In fact, Russia already has a weapon that
could bring this about and leave the military unable to defend itself and plunge the United States into silence
and darkness. This weapon of indignation is an Electro Magnetic Pulse. It should be noted that Iran has
called for an EMP attack on the United States. An Electro Magnetic Pulse is an electro-magnetic discharge
that fries sensitive circuits within minutes, even seconds. This means telecommunications, transportation
and even utilities would be gone in an instance. One blast would reduce our army to fighting using weapons
that existed before the 1900’s. This weapon fulfills Bible prophecy to the letter: it is swift, has a huge area of
affect, knocks out our military (breaks the hammer of the earth) and sets the stage for the assembly of
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nations to invade. This weapon would not cause instantaneous death. The intent would be for the enemy
nations to capture some of the people who are here in the United States and to take the spoils of the land.

Right now, Vladimir Putin fits the description of the king of the north to a “T” as mentioned in
Daniel.

DANIEL 11:36-37

36 AND THE KING SHALL DO ACCORDING TO HIS WILL; AND HE SHALL EXALT
HIMSELF, AND MAGNIFY HIMSELF ABOVE EVERY GOD, AND SHALL SPEAK
MARVELLOUS THINGS AGAINST THE GOD OF GODS, AND SHALL PROSPER TILL THE
INDIGNATION BE ACCOMPLISHED: FOR THAT THAT IS DETERMINED SHALL BE DONE.
37 NEITHER SHALL HE REGARD THE GOD OF HIS FATHERS, NOR THE DESIRE OF
WOMEN, NOR REGARD ANY GOD: FOR HE SHALL MAGNIFY HIMSELF ABOVE ALL.

The fact that “gods” is not written with a capital letter is clear to what exactly the prophet is referring to:
communism and the gods of communism which are Lenin, Marx, and Stalin. They ruled Russia for over
80 years and were worshipped by the Russian people. But as this prophecy indicates, Putin has distanced
himself from communism and has denounced its flaws and sins against the Russian people. He disregards
what those rulers before him did so that he can magnify himself. Russian media portrays Putin as a
huntsman, judo expert, chess master, brilliant politician and diplomat, pilot, hockey player and overall a
strong man, above the former communist leaders in every way.

DANIEL 11:38

38 BUT IN HIS ESTATE SHALL HE HONOUR THE GOD OF FORCES: AND A GOD WHOM HIS
FATHERS KNEW NOT SHALL HE HONOUR WITH GOLD, AND SILVER, AND WITH
PRECIOUS STONES, AND PLEASANT THINGS.

Under his rule, Russian airplanes, ships, and submarines are frequently taunting our military by coming in
to an unsafe proximity to our planes and ships. His purpose for this probably is to show that we are weak
and afraid to retaliate. But what Putin and the other enemies of the United States do not understand is that
that Great Babylon is going to destroy itself and all they are going to have to do is to take the spoils after its
fall.

So now, the biggest questions are: When and how is it Great Babylon going to fall? Well, of course,
I do not know a particular date, but I do believe that the rapture will occur before it does. Based on some of
the signs that we have, it could be any day now. In September of this year, the current Year of Jubliee will
end. Remember, we had the blood moons that occurred at Passovers and the Feast of Tabernacles in 2014
and 2015. In the past when this has happened, God did something great and powerful shortly after their
occurrences.

As to how the United States will fall, again I do not know for certain. I do know that if the issues
facing this country reach the degree of unrest and becoming considered a national emergency, martial law
could be declared. There would be no elections in November and our Constitution, especially the first two
amendments would be abolished. So, that is one way that it could fall in one day’s time. Again, it is my
desire to be completely wrong about the fall of Great Babylon. Itis my desire for America to once again be
a Christian nation, evangelizing the world. We must reach the lost before it is too late. God forbid that
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people will have to go through the tribulation period because we, the church, failed to warn them of the
horrible pain and suffering that will be brought on during the tribulation period.

But now let’s look at John the Revelator sees next. While the earth is experiencing the lamentation,
disappointment, and terror, there is a complete opposite is occurring in heaven. All the people there are
pouring out their mightiest “Hallalujahs’.” No sooner has the harlot gone down amid her judgment fires,
than a voice springs us spontaneous over all the holy universe, saying:

REVELATION 18:20
20 REJOICE OVER HER, THOU HEAVEN, AND YE HOLY APOSTLES AND PROPHETS; FOR
GOD HATH AVENGED YOU ON HER.

Through all the centuries God’s people have been protesting, prophesying, and declaiming against the
worldly philosophies, and systems.. Itis the nature of the saints of God, and that includes us, to renounce the
devil and all his works, the vanities of the world, and the sinful desires of the flesh. Jesus made this clearer.

MATTHEW 22:37
37 JESUS SAID UNTO HIM, THOU SHALT LOVE THE LORD THY GOD WITH ALL THY
HEART, AND WITH ALL THY SOUL, AND WITH ALL THY MIND.

To do this one must hate everything that is evil. We are to condemn the philosophies of the world and give
judgment against its wisdom, its principles, its spirit, and its hopes. Even though we live in the world, we
must be dead to its ways of doing things. Without question, when we take a stand against worldliness, the
world under the direction of satan does not like us. Satan comes against us with his firey darts and tries to
kill, steal and destroy everything that we have and are. Paul puts it this way.

2 CORINTHIANS 4:8-10

8 WE ARE TROUBLED ON EVERY SIDE, YET NOT DISTRESSED; WE ARE PERPLEXED, BUT
NOT IN DESPAIR;

9 PERSECUTED, BUT NOT FORSAKEN; CAST DOWN, BUT NOT DESTROYED;

10 ALWAYS BEARING ABOUT IN THE BODY THE DYING OF THE LORD JESUS, THAT THE
LIFE ALSO OF JESUS MIGHT BE MADE MANIFEST IN OUR BODY.

JOHN 16:33

33 THESE THINGS I HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU, THAT IN ME YE MIGHT HAVE PEACE. IN
THE WORLD YE SHALL HAVE TRIBULATION: BUT BE OF GOOD CHEER; | HAVE
OVERCOME THE WORLD.

Jesus prayed to the Father for us.

JOHN 17:14-17

141 HAVE GIVEN THEM THY WORD; AND THE WORLD HATH HATED THEM, BECAUSE
THEY ARE NOT OF THE WORLD, EVEN ASTAM NOT OF THE WORLD.

151 PRAY NOT THAT THOU SHOULDEST TAKE THEM OUT OF THE WORLD, BUT THAT
THOU SHOULDEST KEEP THEM FROM THE EVIL.

16 THEY ARE NOT OF THE WORLD, EVEN ASTAM NOT OF THE WORLD.
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17 SANCTIFY THEM THROUGH THY TRUTH: THY WORD IS TRUTH.

The troubles that we, the children of God, have faced on earth will vanish. Because of Jesus, our
sorrows turn to joy—and that is exactly what the people in heaven are experiencing immediately after the
fall of Great Babylon. Heaven’s atmosphere is charged with excitement and rejoicing over the fact that
godliness has finally won over evil. Itis at this point that John listens and looks, and sounds fall on his ears,
and sights pass before his eyes which stir and affect him more deeply than anything he yet had seen or heard
since the first vision. First of all he hears, a great voice.

For the first time in the New Testament, we come upon on of the most admirable words of praise
ever made known on earth. Itis the same that occurs so often in the most exultant of the Hebrew Psalms.
Great Babylon had fallen. John‘s attention is directed back to a celebration that is going on in heaven so
God can give us more information on a topic that we have already discussed, that is, what is going to take
place after the Tribulation Period ends.

REVELATION 19:1-3

1 AND AFTER THESE THINGS I HEARD A GREAT VOICE OF MUCH PEOPLE IN HEAVEN,
SAYING, ALLELUIA; SALVATION, AND GLORY, AND HONOUR, AND POWER, UNTO THE
LORD OUR GOD:

2FOR TRUE AND RIGHTEOUS ARE HIS JUDGMENTS: FOR HE HATH JUDGED THE GREAT
WHORE, WHICH DID CORRUPT THE EARTH WITH HER FORNICATION, AND HATH
AVENGED THE BLOOD OF HIS SERVANTS AT HER HAND.

3 AND AGAIN THEY SAID, ALLELUIA. AND HER SMOKE ROSE UP FOR EVER AND EVER.

The glorious appearing of Jesus here on earth will bring an end to the Tribulation Period. Righteousness
will have truly won over evil.

REVELATION 19:4
4 AND THE FOUR AND TWENTY ELDERS AND THE FOUR BEASTS FELL DOWN AND
WORSHIPPED GOD THAT SAT ON THE THRONE, SAYING, AMEN; ALLELUIA.

‘What the unnamed heavenly multitude so exultantly express, the twenty-four Elders and the four Living
Ones equally feel and endorse. The even prostate themselves in profoundest adoration, and worship the
Father who is sitting on His throne by saying Amen!! Alleluia. The word, “Amen” is a sacred and
expressive word of holy agreement. It is a sacred ratification. It was constantly on the lips of our Savior in
His most solemn enunciation. Itis the sealing word to all the Gospels and Epistles. Itis not an oath, yet it has
much of the solemnity and force as an oath. It authenticates, confirms, binds, seals and pledges to the truth
of that to which it is affixed. Itis the giving over of one’s whole being and life to what he thus acknowledges
and confirms. It carries with it the hearty consent and confidence of the worshipper with what has gone
before. The Elders and Living Ones feel the convictions and emotions of their own souls so completely
expressed that they adoringly bow down and sacredly make it their own.

They answer with a third “Hallelujah” prefaced with the “Amen” which makes the other two theirs also.
All heaven is of one mind and of one soul.
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REVELATION 19:5
5 AND A VOICE CAME OUT OF THE THRONE, SAYING, PRAISE OUR GOD, ALL YE HIS
SERVANTS, AND YE THAT FEAR HIM, BOTH SMALL AND GREAT.

Again, we are not told whose voice is speaking, but the words that are spoken probably came from the Lord
Jesus Christ

REVELATION 7:17
...THE LAMB WHICH IS IN THE MIDST OF THE THRONE...

He recognizes the Father as His God as He did in the days of His earthly life, and at the same time
owns all the glorified as His associates. The voice has authority to command and lead off in further
exultation for the marvelous things then being accomplished. So, it is not unlikely that this is definitely Jesus
that is speaking.

PSALMS 22:22,25

22T WILL DECLARE THY NAME UNTO MY BRETHREN: IN THE MIDST OF THE
CONGREGATION WILL I PRAISE THEE.

25 MY PRAISE SHALL BE OF THEE IN THE GREAT CONGREGATION: I WILL PAY MY
VOWS BEFORE THEM THAT FEAR HIM.

Jesus is confirming that the multitude there in heaven should offer praise for two different things. First, it is
to be offered for the judgment that has taken place on earth. Secondly, it is to be offered for the new glories
that are about to be realized. With that being said, once again the multitude of people begin to shout praises.

REVELATION 19:6

6 AND IHEARD AS IT WERE THE VOICE OF A GREAT MULTITUDE, AND AS THE VOICE OF
MANY WATERS, AND AS THE VOICE OF MIGHTY THUNDERINGS, SAYING, ALLELUIA:
FOR THE LORD GOD OMNIPOTENT REIGNETH.

Victory has definitely been won and is being celebrated by all of heaven, including Jesus Himself.
The tribulation period has ended. Satan is in the bottomless pit and the anti-christ is in hell. Truly the Lord
God has assumed the kingdom. This “alleluia” being shouted by the heavenly multitude is mightier than all
the preceding. God has shown that He is mightier than the Great Babylon. He has shown His righteous
authority over it. So, with the evil ones in hell, Jesus now takes the kingdom of this world to be possessed by
God and Himself. The political sovereignty of the world, the rulership of the world, the kingly dominion ,
and the government of the world according to the great voice was now passing into the hands of the Lord.
He was being declared as the One and Only True King of this world.

ISAIAH 9:6-7

6 FOR UNTO US A CHILD IS BORN, UNTO US A SON IS GIVEN: AND THE GOVERNMENT
SHALL BE UPON HIS SHOULDER: AND HIS NAME SHALL BE CALLED WONDERFUL,
COUNSELLOR, THE MIGHTY GOD, THE EVERLASTING FATHER, THE PRINCE OF PEACE.
7 OF THE INCREASE OF HIS GOVERNMENT AND PEACE THERE SHALL BE NO END, UPON
THE THRONE OF DAVID, AND UPON HIS KINGDOM, TO ORDER IT, AND TO ESTABLISH IT
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WITH JUDGMENT AND WITH JUSTICE FROM HENCEFORTH EVEN FOR EVER. THE ZEAL
OF THE LORD OF HOSTS WILL PERFORM THIS.

Jesus, while here on earth, told His followers about the time when He would in the future receive His
kingdom.

LUKE 19:11-13

11 AND AS THEY HEARD THESE THINGS, HE ADDED AND SPAKE A PARABLE, BECAUSE
HE WAS NIGH TO JERUSALEM, AND BECAUSE THEY THOUGHT THAT THE KINGDOM OF
GOD SHOULD IMMEDIATELY APPEAR.

12 HE SAID THEREFORE, A CERTAIN NOBLEMAN WENT INTO A FAR COUNTRY TO
RECEIVE FOR HIMSELF A KINGDOM, AND TO RETURN.

13 AND HE CALLED HIS TEN SERVANTS, AND DELIVERED THEM TEN POUNDS, AND SAID
UNTO THEM, OCCUPY TILL I COME.

MATTHEW 25:31
31 WHEN THE SON OF MAN SHALL COME IN HIS GLORY, AND ALL THE HOLY ANGELS
WITH HIM, THEN SHALL HE SIT UPON THE THRONE OF HIS GLORY:

David prayed that his son, Solomon, would be able to reign in the same manner that the Lord
someday would reign over the earth.

PSALMS 72:1-19

1 GIVE THE KING THY JUDGMENTS, O GOD, AND THY RIGHTEOUSNESS UNTO THE
KING'S SON.

2 HE SHALL JUDGE THY PEOPLE WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS, AND THY POOR WITH
JUDGMENT.

3 THE MOUNTAINS SHALL BRING PEACE TO THE PEOPLE, AND THE LITTLE HILLS, BY
RIGHTEOUSNESS.

4 HE SHALL JUDGE THE POOR OF THE PEOPLE, HE SHALL SAVE THE CHILDREN OF THE
NEEDY, AND SHALL BREAK IN PIECES THE OPPRESSOR.

STHEY SHALL FEAR THEE AS LONG AS THE SUN AND MOON ENDURE, THROUGHOUT
ALL GENERATIONS.

6 HE SHALL COME DOWN LIKE RAIN UPON THE MOWN GRASS: AS SHOWERS THAT
WATER THE EARTH.

7 1IN HIS DAYS SHALL THE RIGHTEOUS FLOURISH; AND ABUNDANCE OF PEACE SO
LONG AS THE MOON ENDURETH.

8 HE SHALL HAVE DOMINION ALSO FROM SEA TO SEA, AND FROM THE RIVER UNTO
THE ENDS OF THE EARTH.

9THEY THAT DWELL IN THE WILDERNESS SHALL BOW BEFORE HIM; AND HIS
ENEMIES SHALL LICK THE DUST.

10 THE KINGS OF TARSHISH AND OF THE ISLES SHALL BRING PRESENTS: THE KINGS OF
SHEBA AND SEBA SHALL OFFER GIFTS.

11 YEA, ALL KINGS SHALL FALL DOWN BEFORE HIM: ALL NATIONS SHALL SERVE HIM.
12 FOR HE SHALL DELIVER THE NEEDY WHEN HE CRIETH; THE POOR ALSO, AND HIM
THAT HATH NO HELPER.
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13 HE SHALL SPARE THE POOR AND NEEDY, AND SHALL SAVE THE SOULS OF THE
NEEDY.

14 HE SHALL REDEEM THEIR SOUL FROM DECEIT AND VIOLENCE: AND PRECIOUS
SHALL THEIR BLOOD BE IN HIS SIGHT.

15 AND HE SHALL LIVE, AND TO HIM SHALL BE GIVEN OF THE GOLD OF SHEBA:
PRAYER ALSO SHALL BE MADE FOR HIM CONTINUALLY; AND DAILY SHALL HE BE
PRAISED.

16 THERE SHALL BE AN HANDFUL OF CORN IN THE EARTH UPON THE TOP OF THE
MOUNTAINS; THE FRUIT THEREOF SHALL SHAKE LIKE LEBANON: AND THEY OF THE
CITY SHALL FLOURISH LIKE GRASS OF THE EARTH.

17 HIS NAME SHALL ENDURE FOR EVER: HIS NAME SHALL BE CONTINUED AS LONG AS
THE SUN: AND MEN SHALL BE BLESSED IN HIM: ALL NATIONS SHALL CALL HIM
BLESSED.

18 BLESSED BE THE LORD GOD, THE GOD OF ISRAEL, WHO ONLY DOETH WONDROUS
THINGS.

19 AND BLESSED BE HIS GLORIOUS NAME FOR EVER: AND LET THE WHOLE EARTH BE
FILLED WITH HIS GLORY; AMEN, AND AMEN.

Can you imagine what it will be like when Jesus is the King of this earth? He is going to reign for a
thousand years. Righteousness and peace will prevail over the earth. Wars will not exist. Injustice and
unequal laws shall be done away. Enemies will be powerless. Men will have their standing according to
their moral worth. The salvation of God will be near to them that fear Him. Truth shall be the order of the
day. Sorrow and sighing will have no place. Before Jesus leaves heaven to come to earth to end the
tribulation period and to set up His thousand year reign, there is another event that takes place in heaven.
The topic that is to be discussed now is the Marriage of the Bridegroom and the Bride and the marriage
supper.

REVELATION 19:7
7LET US BE GLAD AND REJOICE, AND GIVE HONOUR TO HIM: FOR THE MARRIAGE OF
THE LAMBIS COME...

Songs of ““Hallelujah” swells to the dimensions of mighty thunders in heaven because the Lord God, the All-
Ruler, has assumed the kingdom. A call goes forth, “Let us rejoice and exult, and we will give the glory to
Him because the time for the Marriage of the Lamb has come.”

‘We will start this study by looking at the identity of the Bridegroom. Without question, the Bridegroom is
the “Lamb,” the blessed Savior, Who gave Himself as a sacrifice for our sins, and is alive and living forever.
He is the everlasting Son of the Father made incarnate for our salvation, and in His twofold nature exalted,
glorified, and enthroned in eternal majesty. Christ represents Himself as the Bridegroom.

MATTHEW 9:15

15 AND JESUS SAID UNTO THEM, CAN THE CHILDREN OF THE BRIDECHAMBER MOURN,
AS LONG AS THE BRIDEGROOM IS WITH THEM? BUT THE DAYS WILL COME, WHEN
THE BRIDEGROOM SHALL BE TAKEN FROM THEM, AND THEN SHALL THEY FAST.
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MATTHEW 22:1-3

1 AND JESUS ANSWERED AND SPAKE UNTO THEM AGAIN BY PARABLES, AND SAID,
2 THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS LIKE UNTO A CERTAIN KING, WHICH MADE A
MARRIAGE FOR HIS SON,

3 AND SENT FORTH HIS SERVANTS TO CALL THEM THAT WERE BIDDEN TO THE
WEDDING:

Itis obvious that the King’s Son in this parable is Jesus and it is for Him that the marriage is being planned.
Often Jesus spoke of the judgment time as the coming time of the Bridegroom for His Bride. John the
Baptist spoke of Christ as the Bridegroom and of himself as a friend.

JOHN 3:29

29 HE THAT HATH THE BRIDE IS THE BRIDEGROOM: BUT THE FRIEND OF THE
BRIDEGROOM, WHICH STANDETH AND HEARETH HIM, REJOICETH GREATLY
BECAUSE OF THE BRIDEGROOM'S VOICE: THISMY JOY THEREFORE IS FULFILLED.

Paul says that those who are begotten by believing in the Gospel are to be espoused to the Bridegroom.

2 CORINTHIANS 11:1-2

1 WOULD TO GOD YE COULD BEAR WITH ME A LITTLE INMY FOLLY: AND INDEED
BEAR WITH ME.

2FORITAM JEALOUS OVER YOU WITH GODLY JEALOUSY: FORIHAVE ESPOUSED YOU
TO ONE HUSBAND, THAT I MAY PRESENT YOU AS A CHASTE VIRGIN TO CHRIST.

In the economy of grace and redemption, our blessed Savior takes the character and relation of a
Bridegroom or Husband to his people. At the appointed time, Jesus, the Bridegroom, will call the wedding
guests to enter into the wedding with Him. Who are the wedding guests? According to the parable of the
ten virgins, they are to be wedding guests. It can be assumed that they are close friends with the Bride. Itis
their duty to meet and welcome the Bridegroom. They are to have made adequate preparation to be ready
to respond to the call of the Bridegroom at any given moment, so they can enter the wedding place with
Him and celebrate with the Bride and Groom this joyous occasion.

MATTHEW 25:1-6

1 THEN SHALL THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN BE LIKENED UNTO TEN VIRGINS, WHICH
TOOK THEIR LAMPS, AND WENT FORTH TO MEET THE BRIDEGROOM.

2 AND FIVE OF THEM WERE WISE, AND FIVE WERE FOOLISH.

3THEY THAT WERE FOOLISH TOOK THEIR LAMPS, AND TOOK NO OIL WITH THEM:

4 BUT THE WISE TOOK OIL IN THEIR VESSELS WITH THEIR LAMPS.

S WHILE THE BRIDEGROOM TARRIED, THEY ALL SLUMBERED AND SLEPT.

6 AND AT MIDNIGHT THERE WAS A CRY MADE, BEHOLD, THE BRIDEGROOM COMETH;
GO YE OUT TO MEET HIM.

Remember, back in Chapter 4, verse 1
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REVELATION 4:1

1 AFTER THIS 1 LOOKED, AND, BEHOLD, A DOOR WAS OPENED IN HEAVEN: AND THE
FIRST VOICE WHICH I HEARD WAS AS IT WERE OF A TRUMPET TALKING WITH ME;
WHICH SAID, COME UP HITHER, AND I WILL SHEW THEE THINGS WHICH MUST BE
HEREAFTER.

Well, this is the call to come to the wedding which is go be one of the things that must be hereafter. Asyou
know not all the virgins were ready for this call.

MATTHEW 25:7-10

7THEN ALL THOSE VIRGINS AROSE, AND TRIMMED THEIR LAMPS.

8 AND THE FOOLISH SAID UNTO THE WISE, GIVE US OF YOUR OIL; FOR OUR LAMPS ARE
GONE OUT.

9 BUT THE WISE ANSWERED, SAYING, NOT SO; LEST THERE BE NOT ENOUGH FOR US
AND YOU: BUT GO YE RATHER TO THEM THAT SELL, AND BUY FOR YOURSELVES.

10 AND WHILE THEY WENT TO BUY, THE BRIDEGROOM CAME; AND THEY THAT WERE
READY WENT IN WITH HIM TO THE MARRIAGE: AND THE DOOR WAS SHUT.

We learn several things from this parable. One of the main things we see is that not all good people, get to
attend this glorious wedding. Also, this parable indicates that even the virgins who attend the wedding are
not the Bride; they are merely guests. To make this a little clearer, we all should know that the Scriptures tell
us that there are great diversities in the portions awarded to the saints. There are some greatest and there
are some least in the kingdom of heaven. There are some who shall be first and some who shall be last.
There are some who get crowns, and there are some who get none. There are some who are assigned
dominion over ten cities, some over five, and some who lose all reward, and are saved only “so as by fire.”
The four living ones and the twenty-four elders are the representatives of men saved from the earth.

They sing the song of redemption by the blood of Christ. But they are in heaven, crowned, glorified, and
installed in blessed priesthoods and kinghoods in advance of the vast multitude whose rewards are far
inferior. The wife of a king is in the highest and most honorable position that exists—at the side of her
husband. The Bride will have honor and nearness to the Lord which belong to her only. Who is she?
Where is she while the Bridegroom and the guests are making their entrance into the wedding place?
Well, she is more difficult to identify than the Bridegroom.

Generally speaking, we can say that the Bride is the Lord’s true and faithful people, all who by faith
and obedience became betrothed to Jesus. With a closer view of things, this explanation cannot be taken as
strictly and absolutely correct, but needs much more detailed information and clarification. To make her
identity a little more difficult, we must note that just as the Great Whore was an earthly place, the Bride is a
heavenly place. But, understand, without the people dwelling in a place, it would have no significance
whatsoever—good or bad.

REVELATION 21:2
2 AND IJOHN SAW THE HOLY CITY, NEW JERUSALEM, COMING DOWN FROM GOD OUT
OF HEAVEN, PREPARED AS A BRIDE ADORNED FOR HER HUSBAND.
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REVELATION 21:9-10

9 AND THERE CAME UNTO ME ONE OF THE SEVEN ANGELS WHICH HAD THE SEVEN
VIALS FULL OF THE SEVEN LAST PLAGUES, AND TALKED WITH ME, SAYING, COME
HITHER, Il WILL SHEW THEE THE BRIDE, THE LAMB'S WIFE.

10 AND HE CARRIED ME AWAY IN THE SPIRIT TO A GREAT AND HIGH MOUNTAIN, AND
SHEWED ME THAT GREAT CITY, THE HOLY JERUSALEM, DESCENDING OUT OF
HEAVEN FROM GOD,

Regarding where she is while waiting for the Bridegroom, the parable implies that she is already in the
Father’s house, the New Jerusalem. But it is more than just the her home. It includes her entourage of
attendants who share the glory with her, but who are not strictly the Bride herself.

In general terms the whole city, as made up of those who inhabit it, including all the saved up to the
time of the resurrection of all saints, that is the rapture, is the Bride, the Wife of the Lamb.

REVELATION 19:7-8

7...AND HIS WIFE HATH MADE HERSELF READY.

8 AND TO HER WAS GRANTED THAT SHE SHOULD BE ARRAYED IN FINE LINEN, CLEAN
AND WHITE: FOR THE FINE LINEN IS THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF SAINTS.

Isaiah talks about the wedding garments.

ISAIAH 61:10

101 WILL GREATLY REJOICE IN THE LORD, MY SOUL SHALL BE JOYFUL IN MY GOD;
FOR HE HATH CLOTHED ME WITH THE GARMENTS OF SALVATION, HE HATH
COVERED ME WITH THE ROBE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, AS A BRIDEGROOM DECKETH
HIMSELF WITH ORNAMENTS, AND AS A BRIDE ADORNETH HERSELF WITH HER
JEWELS.

John saw the Holy City coming down from God out of heaven adorned as a bride prepared for her
husband. The excellencies in which the Bride here arrays herself are described as the very finest of linen,
but at the same time her bridal gown is “the righteousnesses of the saints. It was made of her confession for
her sin, her justification by faith in the blood of the Savior, her sanctification, and her good works. She had
prepared herself for the wedding. She had been given the right to make requests for what she would need
for the wedding. She was receptive and obedient in making the intended use of what had been given to her.
The preparation was not a last minute effort, but had been a lifestyle for her. She was now ready to receive
the fruit and rewards for her faithfulness and dedication to her Bridegroom. She was ready to do whatever
her Husband would call upon her to do throughout all of eternity.

As we look at verse 9, an angel speaks the following to John.

REVELATION 19: 9

9 AND HE SAITH UNTO ME, WRITE, BLESSED ARE THEY WHICH ARE CALLED UNTO THE
MARRIAGE SUPPER OF THE LAMB. AND HE SAITH UNTO ME, THESE ARE THE TRUE
SAYINGS OF GOD.

745



Truly, John, Himself, was blessed as he was called to watch those who had been invited to the marriage
supper get ready for the marriage to take place. Of course, all those who were invited to the marriage
supper of the Lamb were blessed even more than John. It says, “Blessed are they which are called unto the
marriage supper of the lamb.”

Now, let’s talk about the wedding itself. We are not given very much information about the
marriage. John did not see the marriage nor was it explained to him. He only heard the heavenly rejoicing
over the fact that the time for the marriage had come. He heard that the Bride had made herself ready and
that he was to write that all the called guests for the banquet would be blessed. We are to understand that
the marriage and the supper are not the same thing although occurring at the same time and most
intimately correlated. Both the marriage and the supper take place in heaven, but not everybody gets to
attend the wedding. Like I said, even John did not get to attend the wedding ceremony. The marriage
seemingly is the Lamb’s formal acknowledgment of and the taking to Himself copartners of His throne,
dominion and glory, all those chosen ones who have been faithful to their betrothal, and appear at last in the
spotless and shining apparel of the righteousness of the saints. They are to be with Him, reign with Him,
and share with Him in all the grand inheritance, forever. Just as God’s presence dwelt in the midst of His
people here on earth by occupying the Most Holy Place of the Tabernacle, now His people, along with Jesus,
enter the Heavenly Tabernacle’s Most Holy Place, the throne room of God for the first time literally
together. The called guests get to attend the celebration feast.

Isaiah told of this feast.

ISAIAH 25:6-9

6 AND IN THIS MOUNTAIN SHALL THE LORD OF HOSTS MAKE UNTO ALL PEOPLE A
FEAST OF FAT THINGS, A FEAST OF WINES ON THE LEES, OF FAT THINGS FULL OF
MARROW, OF WINES ON THE LEES WELL REFINED.

7 AND HE WILL DESTROY IN THIS MOUNTAIN THE FACE OF THE COVERING CAST OVER
ALL PEOPLE, AND THE VAIL THAT IS SPREAD OVER ALL NATIONS.

S HE WILL SWALLOW UP DEATH IN VICTORY; AND THE LORD GOD WILL WIPE AWAY
TEARS FROM OFF ALL FACES; AND THE REBUKE OF HIS PEOPLE SHALL HE TAKE
AWAY FROM OFF ALL THE EARTH: FOR THE LORD HATH SPOKEN IT.

9 AND IT SHALL BE SAID IN THAT DAY, LO, THIS IS OUR GOD; WE HAVE WAITED FOR
HIM, AND HE WILL SAVE US: THIS IS THE LORD; WE HAVE WAITED FOR HIM, WE WILL
BE GLAD AND REJOICE IN HIS SALVATION.

Jesus had this feast in mind as He spoke with the disciples the night before His crucifixion.

MATTHEW 26:29
29 BUT ISAY UNTO YOU, I WILL NOT DRINK HENCEFORTH OF THIS FRUIT OF THE VINE,
UNTIL THAT DAY WHEN I DRINK IT NEW WITH YOU IN MY FATHER'S KINGDOM.

LUKE 22:14-16

14 AND WHEN THE HOUR WAS COME, HE SAT DOWN, AND THE TWELVE APOSTLES
WITH HIM.

15 AND HE SAID UNTO THEM, WITH DESIRE I HAVE DESIRED TO EAT THIS PASSOVER
WITH YOU BEFORE I SUFFER:
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16 FORISAY UNTO YOU, I WILL NOT ANY MORE EAT THEREOF, UNTIL IT BE FULFILLED
IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD.

Let me remind you again, we are the guests and we will be there for this glorious celebration. John
was so thrilled in his soul and so stimulated with wonder and adoration that he fell down before the angel
messenger to worship him.

REVELATAION 19:10

10 AND I FELL AT HIS FEET TO WORSHIP HIM. AND HE SAID UNTO ME, SEE THOU DO IT
NOT: 1AM THY FELLOWSERVANT, AND OF THY BRETHREN THAT HAVE THE
TESTIMONY OF JESUS: WORSHIP GOD: FOR THE TESTIMONY OF JESUS IS THE SPIRIT OF
PROPHECY.

The angel corrected John and told him that he, too, was a servant of the Lord. What had been revealed to
John was so overwhelming, that it was more than his physical heart could endure. His whole being had
been overcome by the power and majesty of his experience. What is the state of your heart right now? You
have been called to the marriage supper. You have been offered a robe of righteousness to wear to the
occasion. Have you accepted that robe? Are you wearing it right now? Are you keeping it unspotted?

Five foolish virgins knew what was expected of them, but they had not made adequate preparation for the
coming of the Bridegroom. The door was shut and they could not enter into the feast.

God forbid that this should be your experience.

‘Wake, awake, for night is flying.
The watchmen on the heights are crying;
Awake, Jerusalem, at last!
Midnight hears the welcome voices,
And at the thrilling cry rejoices;
Come forth, ye virgins, night is past!
The Bridegroom comes, awake,
Your lamps with gladness take;
Halleluia!

And for His marriage feast prepare,
For ye must go to meet Him there.

Since no one saw the wedding ceremony except those who were selected to attend, we cannot know for
certain who the Bride really is. All we know is that she was already in the Father’s house preparing herself
for the Bridegroom before the rapture and the resurrection of the dead in Christ took place.

That, of course, could possibly eliminate the church as the Bride, making the Bride to be Old Testament
believers, perhaps those who were in Paradise that Jesus set free when He arose.

We do know that the New Jerusalem is definitely called the Bride of Christ. The marriage supper
of the Lamb took place immediately after the wedding. All believers were invited to attend the feast, just not
the wedding. You will recall that even some believers were, or should we say are, foolish and not allowed to
enter into the feast. All of this was taking place in heaven. The marriage having taken place, the
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Bridegroom accompanied by His wife and a multitude of followers immediately set out on the mission to
take possession of what has been His all along—the earth.

On earth, the tribulation period was drawing to a close. The people on earth seemingly were not
aware that Jesus was returning to rule the earth. Even though we have already studied earlier in the Book
of Revelation about the glorious appearance of Jesus and the end of the tribulation period, John is given
more information and writes about the Mighty Conqueror and His conquest.

REVELATION 19:11

11 AND I SAW HEAVEN OPENED, AND BEHOLD A WHITE HORSE; AND HE THAT
SAT UPON HIM WAS CALLED FAITHFUL AND TRUE, AND IN RIGHTEOUSNESS
HE DOTH JUDGE AND MAKE WAR.

John saw heaven open so that Jesus could descend with His Bride and the saints all the way to the earth.
This coming of Jesus is referred to as the glorious Epiphany of Christ. Unlike the anti-christ who rode on a
white horse in chapter 6, verse 2, the rider that John now sees is the true Christ. This time He is not coming
in the air to take His people home, but is coming to the earth with His people to conquer His enemies and
establish His kingdom.

Jesus, in this verse, is declared to ne the '"Faithful and True' One. He is seated on this white steed of
battle, for “in righteousness doth He make war.” He is both the Judge and the Executioner with full power
and authority of both combined into one.

REVELATION 19:12
12 HIS EYES WERE AS A FLAME OF FIRE, AND ON HIS HEAD WERE MANY CROWNS; AND
HE HAD A NAME WRITTEN, THAT NO MAN KNEW, BUT HE HIMSELF.

To judge rightly, he must see through and through, search all the depths, look beneath all the masks, and
penetrate all darkness. This flaming vision denotes the fierceness of His wrath against His enemies. On His
head were many diadems. The many crowns express the accumulated victories and dominion. He has an
unknowable name, meaning we do not have the ability to understand all that Jesus and all that He can do.
Nevertheless, His name is a name of reality which is above every other name and at which every knee will
bow. We will better learn about Jesus and who He really is when we get to heaven.

REVELATION 19:13
13 AND HE WAS CLOTHED WITH A VESTURE DIPPED IN BLOOD: AND HIS NAME IS
CALLED THE WORD OF GOD.

The blood mentioned here is not the blood of Jesus, but the blood of enemies from previous battles.
Jesus displays the marks of a veteran in battle. He is called the Word of God which is one of the familiar

names of our Lord in Scripture.

Let’s read John 1:1.
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JOHN 1:1
1IN THE BEGINNING WAS THE WORD, AND THE WORD WAS WITH GOD, AND THE
WORD WAS GOD.

The Father reveals Himself to us through His Son, the incarnate Word. A word is made up of letters, and
Jesus Christis "' Alpha and Omega" that is, the 'divine alphabet" of God's revelation to us. Jesus is the
expression of God’s thoughts. The Word of God is "living and powerful"' according to Hebrews 4:12.
Jehovah Himself says, ''I am watching to see that My Word is fulfilled in Jeremiah 1:12. Just as the Word
was the Father's Agent in Creation according to John 1:1-3, so the Word is His Agent for judgment and
consummation.

‘We will come back to verse 14 in just a little bit,

REVELATION 19:15

15 AND OUT OF HIS MOUTH GOETH A SHARP SWORD, THAT WITH IT HE SHOULD SMITE
THE NATIONS: AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON: AND HE TREADETH
THE WINEPRESS OF THE FIERCENESS AND WRATH OF ALMIGHTY GOD.

The sharp sword in His mouth is an instrument of wrath and destruction.

HEBREWS 4:12

12 FOR THE WORD OF GOD IS QUICK, AND POWERFUL, AND SHARPER THAN ANY
TWOEDGED SWORD, PIERCING EVEN TO THE DIVIDING ASUNDER OF SOUL AND SPIRIT,
AND OF THE JOINTS AND MARROW, AND IS A DISCERNER OF THE THOUGHTS AND
INTENTS OF THE HEART.

It shows the ease with which He accomplishes His purpose. He speaks, and it is done. He commands, and it
is accomplished. So, Jesus comes in the claim and majesty of the sharp sword of the King who is over all
other kings and Lord over all lordly ones. He comes with authority and the right to punish rebels and
evildoers. The sword tell of the majesty and dominion of Him who bears it. We have met with the ''rod of
iron'" before back in Revelation 2:27 and 12:5. Itis a symbol of His justice as He rules over the earth. The
image of the winepress must be associated with the judgment at Armageddon as we learned in Rev 14:14-
20.).

REVELATION 19:16
16 AND HE HATH ON HIS VESTURE AND ON HIS THIGH A NAME WRITTEN, KING OF
KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS,

By this name being inscribed on His imperial robe, it was to be conspicuous to all of His power in this
victory.

Now we will go back to verse 14.
REVELATION 19:14

14 AND THE ARMIES WHICH WERE IN HEAVEN FOLLOWED HIM UPON WHITE HORSES,
CLOTHED IN FINE LINEN, WHITE AND CLEAN.
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Jesus is not alone in His conquest, for the armies of heaven ride with Him. Who are they? Certainly the
angels are a part of this army; but so are the saints.

1 THESSALONIANS 3:13

13TO THE END HE MAY STABLISH YOUR HEARTS UNBLAMEABLE IN HOLINESS BEFORE
GOD, EVEN OUR FATHER, AT THE COMING OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST WITH ALL HIS
SAINTS.

JUDE 14-15

14 AND ENOCH ALSO, THE SEVENTH FROM ADAM, PROPHESIED OF THESE, SAYING,
BEHOLD, THE LORD COMETH WITH TEN THOUSANDS OF HIS SAINTS,

15TO EXECUTE JUDGMENT UPON ALL, AND TO CONVINCE ALL THAT ARE UNGODLY
AMONG THEM OF ALL THEIR UNGODLY DEEDS WHICH THEY HAVE UNGODLY
COMMITTED, AND OF ALL THEIR HARD SPEECHES WHICH UNGODLY SINNERS HAVE
SPOKEN AGAINST HIM.

It will be unnecessary for the army to fight, for Christ Himself will defeat the enemy through three great
victories. He will defeat the armies of the kings of the earth. These warriors have assembled to fight
""against the Lord and against His anointed,” but their weapons prove futile. The battle turns out to be a
slaughter - a ""supper"' for the scavenger birds!

REVELATION 19:17-18

17 AND I SAW AN ANGEL STANDING IN THE SUN; AND HE CRIED WITH A LOUD VOICE,
SAYING TO ALL THE FOWLS THAT FLY IN THE MIDST OF HEAVEN, COME AND GATHER
YOURSELVES TOGETHER UNTO THE SUPPER OF THE GREAT GOD;

18 THAT YE MAY EAT THE FLESH OF KINGS, AND THE FLESH OF CAPTAINS, AND THE
FLESH OF MIGHTY MEN, AND THE FLESH OF HORSES, AND OF THEM THAT SIT ON
THEM, AND THE FLESH OF ALL MEN, BOTH FREE AND BOND, BOTH SMALL AND GREAT.

‘While John's immediate reference is to the human body, eaten by the vultures, there is certainly a deeper
meaning here: man fails because he is flesh and relies on flesh. The Bible has nothing good to say about
fallen human nature.

REVELATION 19:19

19 AND I SAW THE BEAST, AND THE KINGS OF THE EARTH, AND THEIR ARMIES,
GATHERED TOGETHER TO MAKE WAR AGAINST HIM THAT SAT ON THE HORSE, AND
AGAINST HIS ARMY.

This is the account of the well-known '"battle of Armageddon, which was anticipated earlier in chapter 14.
All that our Lord has to do is speak the Word, and ''the sword of His mouth" will devour His enemies.

REVELATION 19:20-21

20 AND THE BEAST WAS TAKEN, AND WITH HIM THE FALSE PROPHET THAT WROUGHT
MIRACLES BEFORE HIM, WITH WHICH HE DECEIVED THEM THAT HAD RECEIVED THE
MARK OF THE BEAST, AND THEM THAT WORSHIPPED HIS IMAGE. THESE BOTH WERE
CAST ALIVE INTO A LAKE OF FIRE BURNING WITH BRIMSTONE.
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21 AND THE REMNANT WERE SLAIN WITH THE SWORD OF HIM THAT SAT UPON THE
HORSE, WHICH SWORD PROCEEDED OUT OF HIS MOUTH: AND ALL THE FOWLS WERE
FILLED WITH THEIR FLESH.

Jesus will defeat "the beast" and false prophet. Since Satan's '"henchmen'' are the leaders of the revolt, it is
only right that they be captured and confined. They are cast into the lake of fire, the final and permanent
place of punishment for all who refuse to submit to Jesus Christ. All the strength of the nations is dashed to
fragments before Him. The victory of the Sitter on the white horse is complete. The Conqueror now
assumes the dominion. The rod of correction and reorganization gets under way as the world get a new
Master, a King whose eternal right it is to reign, and whom all remaining living on earth must at once obey
or die. The population of the earth are gathered into proper groups. They are assigned their new laws and
rulers. Disobedience will not be allowed. Thus, ends this present world as we know it.

REVEATION 20:1-3

1 AND ISAW AN ANGEL COME DOWN FROM HEAVEN, HAVING THE KEY OF THE
BOTTOMLESS PIT AND A GREAT CHAIN IN HIS HAND.

2 AND HE LAID HOLD ON THE DRAGON, THAT OLD SERPENT, WHICH IS THE DEVIL, AND
SATAN, AND BOUND HIM A THOUSAND YEARS,

3 AND CAST HIM INTO THE BOTTOMLESS PIT, AND SHUT HIM UP, AND SET A SEAL UPON
HIM, THAT HE SHOULD DECEIVE THE NATIONS NO MORE, TILL THE THOUSAND YEARS
SHOULD BE FULFILLED: AND AFTER THAT HE MUST BE LOOSED A LITTLE SEASON.

John saw an Angel descending out of Heaven. The angel carried the key to the Abyss and a chain — a huge
chain. He grabs the Dragon, that old Snake — the very Devil, Satan himself, defeating him. The angel
chains the devil up and casts him into the bottomless pit where he will remain for a thousand years. The
""bottomless pit"' is not the same as hell; itis the "'abyss'' that was mentioned chapters 9, 11 and 17 of
Revelation.

You will remember that first, Satan was cast out of heaven prior to the creation of the earth which
was discussed in Revelation chapter 12. Now, in this case, satan is cast out of earth! The angel slams the
door and seals it tight. There will be no more trouble out of him, deceiving the nations — until the thousand
years are up. After that he has to be let loose briefly.

REVELATION 20:4

4 AND ISAW THRONES, AND THEY SAT UPON THEM, AND JUDGMENT WAS GIVEN UNTO
THEM: AND I SAW THE SOULS OF THEM THAT WERE BEHEADED FOR THE WITNESS OF
JESUS, AND FOR THE WORD OF GOD, AND WHICH HAD NOT WORSHIPPED THE BEAST,
NEITHER HIS IMAGE, NEITHER HAD RECEIVED HIS MARK UPON THEIR FOREHEADS,
ORIN THEIR HANDS; AND THEY LIVED AND REIGNED WITH CHRIST A THOUSAND
YEARS.

John saw thrones. Those put in charge of judgment sat on the thrones. Connected with this vision of John
is the last part of verse 5.

Let’s reread verse 4 with the last part of verse 5 added on to it.
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REVELATION 20:4

4 AND I SAW THRONES, AND THEY SAT UPON THEM, AND JUDGMENT WAS GIVEN UNTO
THEM: AND I SAW THE SOULS OF THEM THAT WERE BEHEADED FOR THE WITNESS OF
JESUS, AND FOR THE WORD OF GOD, AND WHICH HAD NOT WORSHIPPED THE BEAST,
NEITHER HIS IMAGE, NEITHER HAD RECEIVED HIS MARK UPON THEIR FOREHEADS,
ORIN THEIR HANDS; AND THEY LIVED AND REIGNED WITH CHRIST A THOUSAND
YEARS. THIS IS THE FIRST RESURRECTION.

Skip verse 5 and now read verse 6.

REVELATION 20:6

6 BLESSED AND HOLY IS HE THAT HATH PART IN THE FIRST RESURRECTION: ON SUCH
THE SECOND DEATH HATH NO POWER, BUT THEY SHALL BE PRIESTS OF GOD AND OF
CHRIST, AND SHALL REIGN WITH HIM A THOUSAND YEARS.

Let me explain more about the First Resurrection. The First Resurrection starts with the resurrection of
Jesus Christ.

1 CORINTHIANS 15:20
20 BUT NOW IS CHRIST RISEN FROM THE DEAD, AND BECOME THE FIRSTFRUITS OF
THEM THAT SLEPT.

Also included in the first resurrection are those Old Testament saints who came forth from the grave after
the resurrection of Jesus.

MATTHEW 27:52-53

52 AND THE GRAVES WERE OPENED; AND MANY BODIES OF THE SAINTS WHICH SLEPT
AROSE,

53 AND CAME OUT OF THE GRAVES AFTER HIS RESURRECTION, AND WENT INTO THE
HOLY CITY, AND APPEARED UNTO MANY.

Then there are those who died as Christians believers whose spirits are already in heaven.

2 CORINTHIANS 5:8
8 WE ARE CONFIDENT, I SAY, AND WILLING RATHER TO BE ABSENT FROM THE BODY,
AND TO BE PRESENT WITH THE LORD.

These, too, are a part of the first resurrection. They will burst forth from their graves when the rapture
occurs.

1 THESSALONIANS 4:16

16 FOR THE LORD HIMSELF SHALL DESCEND FROM HEAVEN WITH A SHOUT, WITH THE
VOICE OF THE ARCHANGEL, AND WITH THE TRUMP OF GOD: AND THE DEAD IN CHRIST
SHALL RISE FIRST:

The Christians who are still alive when the rapture occurs will also be a part of the first resurrection.
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1 THESSALONIANS 4:17

THEN WE WHICH ARE ALIVE AND REMAIN SHALL BE CAUGHT UP TOGETHER WITH
THEM IN THE CLOUDS, TO MEET THE LORD IN THE AIR: AND SO SHALL WE EVER BE
WITH THE LORD.

Last of all, according to verse 17 John saw the souls of those beheaded because of their witness to Jesus and
the Word of God, who refused to worship either the Beast or his image, refused to take his mark on
forehead or hand—they likewise are a part of the first resurrection. All of these people who make up the
first resurrection are blessed and holy. There will be no second death for them! They're priests of God and
Christ and they will reign with him a thousand years.

Now let’s go back to verse 5.

REVELATION 20:5
SBUT THE REST OF THE DEAD LIVED NOT AGAIN UNTIL THE THOUSAND YEARS WERE
FINISHED.

In other words, the bodies of all people who died without accepting Jesus as their Savior will remain in their
graves until the end of the 1000 years of Christ reign.

REVELATION 20:7-9

7 AND WHEN THE THOUSAND YEARS ARE EXPIRED, SATAN SHALL BE LOOSED OUT OF
HIS PRISON,

8 AND SHALL GO OUT TO DECEIVE THE NATIONS WHICH ARE IN THE FOUR QUARTERS
OF THE EARTH, GOG AND MAGOG, TO GATHER THEM TOGETHER TO BATTLE: THE
NUMBER OF WHOM IS AS THE SAND OF THE SEA.

9 AND THEY WENT UP ON THE BREADTH OF THE EARTH, AND COMPASSED THE CAMP
OF THE SAINTS ABOUT, AND THE BELOVED CITY: AND FIRE CAME DOWN FROM GOD
OUT OF HEAVEN, AND DEVOURED THEM.

When the thousand years are up, Satan will be let loose from his cell, and will launch again his old work of
deceiving the nations, searching out victims in every nook and cranny of earth, even Gog and Magog! He'll
talk them into going to war and will gather a huge army, millions strong. They'll stream across the earth,
surround and lay siege to the camp of God's holy people, the Beloved City. They'll no sooner get there than
fire will pour out of Heaven and burn them up.

REVELATION 20:10

10 AND THE DEVIL THAT DECEIVED THEM WAS CAST INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE AND
BRIMSTONE, WHERE THE BEAST AND THE FALSE PROPHET ARE, AND SHALL BE
TORMENTED DAY AND NIGHT FOR EVER AND EVER.

The Devil who deceived them will be hurled into Lake Fire and Brimstone, joining the Beast and False

Prophet, the three in torment around the clock for ages without end. '"The beast'" and false prophet are the
first persons to be cast into hell. Satan will follow 1,000 years later.
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REVELATION 20:11

11 AND I SAW A GREAT WHITE THRONE, AND HIM THAT SAT ON IT, FROM WHOSE FACE
THE EARTH AND THE HEAVEN FLED AWAY; AND THERE WAS FOUND NO PLACE FOR
THEM.

John saw a Great White Throne and the One Enthroned. Nothing could stand before or against the
Presence, nothing in Heaven, nothing on earth.

REVELATION 20:12

12 AND I SAW THE DEAD, SMALL AND GREAT, STAND BEFORE GOD; AND THE BOOKS
WERE OPENED: AND ANOTHER BOOK WAS OPENED, WHICH IS THE BOOK OF LIFE: AND
THE DEAD WERE JUDGED OUT OF THOSE THINGS WHICH WERE WRITTEN IN THE
BOOKS, ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS.

And then I saw all the dead, great and small, standing there — before the Throne!

And books were opened. Then another book was opened: the Book of Life. The dead were judged by what
was written in the books, by the way they had lived.

REVELATION 20:13

13 AND THE SEA GAVE UP THE DEAD WHICH WERE IN IT; AND DEATH AND HELL
DELIVERED UP THE DEAD WHICH WERE IN THEM: AND THEY WERE JUDGED EVERY
MAN ACCORDING TO THEIR WORKS.

The sea released its dead, Death and Hell turned in their dead. Each man and woman was judged by the
way he or she had lived. Hades will one day be emptied of its dead who will then be cast into hell to join
satan, the beast and the false prophet.

REVELATION 20:14
14 AND DEATH AND HELL WERE CAST INTO THE LAKE OF FIRE. THIS IS THE SECOND
DEATH.

Then Death and Hell were hurled into Lake Fire. This is the second death— Lake Fire.

REVELATION 20:15
15 AND WHOSOEVER WAS NOT FOUND WRITTEN IN THE BOOK OF LIFE WAS CAST INTO
THE LAKE OF FIRE.

Anyone whose name was not found inscribed in the Book of Life was hurled into Lake Fire. The devil will
be joined by those whose names are not recorded in the Book of Life. Having taken care of His enemies, the
Lord is now free to establish His righteous kingdom on the earth. Atlast Christ and the saints will reign
over the nations of the earth, and Israel will enjoy the blessings promised by the prophets.

ISAIAH 2:24

2 AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS IN THE LAST DAYS, THAT THE MOUNTAIN OF THE
LORD'S HOUSE SHALL BE ESTABLISHED IN THE TOP OF THE MOUNTAINS, AND SHALL
BE EXALTED ABOVE THE HILLS; AND ALL NATIONS SHALL FLOW UNTOIT.
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3 AND MANY PEOPLE SHALL GO AND SAY, COME YE, AND LET US GO UP TO THE
MOUNTAIN OF THE LORD, TO THE HOUSE OF THE GOD OF JACOB; AND HE WILL
TEACH US OF HIS WAYS, AND WE WILL WALK IN HIS PATHS: FOR OUT OF ZION SHALL
GO FORTH THE LAW, AND THE WORD OF THE LORD FROM JERUSALEM.

4 AND HE SHALL JUDGE AMONG THE NATIONS, AND SHALL REBUKE MANY PEOPLE:
AND THEY SHALL BEAT THEIR SWORDS INTO PLOWSHARES, AND THEIR SPEARS INTO
PRUNINGHOOKS: NATION SHALL NOT LIFT UP SWORD AGAINST NATION, NEITHER
SHALL THEY LEARN WAR ANY MORE.

ISAIAH 4:1-6

1 AND IN THAT DAY SEVEN WOMEN SHALL TAKE HOLD OF ONE MAN, SAYING, WE WILL
EAT OUR OWN BREAD, AND WEAR OUR OWN APPAREL: ONLY LET US BE CALLED BY
THY NAME, TO TAKE AWAY OUR REPROACH.

2INTHAT DAY SHALL THE BRANCH OF THE LORD BE BEAUTIFUL AND GLORIOUS, AND
THE FRUIT OF THE EARTH SHALL BE EXCELLENT AND COMELY FOR THEM THAT ARE
ESCAPED OF ISRAEL.

3 AND IT SHALL COME TO PASS, THAT HE THAT IS LEFT IN ZION, AND HE THAT
REMAINETH IN JERUSALEM, SHALL BE CALLED HOLY, EVEN EVERY ONE THAT IS
WRITTEN AMONG THE LIVING IN JERUSALEM:

4 WHEN THE LORD SHALL HAVE WASHED AWAY THE FILTH OF THE DAUGHTERS OF
ZION, AND SHALL HAVE PURGED THE BLOOD OF JERUSALEM FROM THE MIDST
THEREOF BY THE SPIRIT OF JUDGMENT, AND BY THE SPIRIT OF BURNING.

5 AND THE LORD WILL CREATE UPON EVERY DWELLING PLACE OF MOUNT ZION, AND
UPON HER ASSEMBLIES, A CLOUD AND SMOKE BY DAY, AND THE SHINING OF A
FLAMING FIRE BY NIGHT: FOR UPON ALL THE GLORY SHALL BE A DEFENCE.

6 AND THERE SHALL BE A TABERNACLE FOR A SHADOW IN THE DAYTIME FROM THE
HEAT, AND FOR A PLACE OF REFUGE, AND FOR A COVERT FROM STORM AND FROM
RAIN.

ISAIAH 11:19

1 AND THERE SHALL COME FORTH A ROD OUT OF THE STEM OF JESSE, AND A BRANCH
SHALL GROW OUT OF HIS ROOTS:

2 AND THE SPIRIT OF THE LORD SHALL REST UPON HIM, THE SPIRIT OF WISDOM AND
UNDERSTANDING, THE SPIRIT OF COUNSEL AND MIGHT, THE SPIRIT OF KNOWLEDGE
AND OF THE FEAR OF THE LORD;

3 AND SHALL MAKE HIM OF QUICK UNDERSTANDING IN THE FEAR OF THE LORD: AND
HE SHALL NOT JUDGE AFTER THE SIGHT OF HIS EYES, NEITHER REPROVE AFTER THE
HEARING OF HIS EARS:

4 BUT WITH RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL HE JUDGE THE POOR, AND REPROVE WITH
EQUITY FOR THE MEEK OF THE EARTH: AND HE SHALL SMITE THE EARTH WITH THE
ROD OF HIS MOUTH, AND WITH THE BREATH OF HIS LIPS SHALL HE SLAY THE
WICKED.

5 AND RIGHTEOUSNESS SHALL BE THE GIRDLE OF HIS LOINS, AND FAITHFULNESS THE
GIRDLE OF HIS REINS.
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6 THE WOLF ALSO SHALL DWELL WITH THE LAMB, AND THE LEOPARD SHALL LIE
DOWN WITH THE KID; AND THE CALF AND THE YOUNG LION AND THE FATLING
TOGETHER; AND A LITTLE CHILD SHALL LEAD THEM.

7 AND THE COW AND THE BEAR SHALL FEED; THEIR YOUNG ONES SHALL LIE DOWN
TOGETHER: AND THE LION SHALL EAT STRAW LIKE THE OX.

8 AND THE SUCKING CHILD SHALL PLAY ON THE HOLE OF THE ASP, AND THE WEANED
CHILD SHALL PUT HIS HAND ON THE COCKATRICE' DEN.

9THEY SHALL NOT HURT NOR DESTROY IN ALL MY HOLY MOUNTAIN: FOR THE
EARTH SHALL BE FULL OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE LORD, AS THE WATERS COVER
THE SEA.

Isaiah, chapters 12 and 30 tell us more about the reign of Jesus. For the sake of time, we will not read those
chapter now.

ISAIAH 35:1-10

1 THE WILDERNESS AND THE SOLITARY PLACE SHALL BE GLAD FOR THEM; AND THE
DESERT SHALL REJOICE, AND BLOSSOM AS THE ROSE.

21T SHALL BLOSSOM ABUNDANTLY, AND REJOICE EVEN WITH JOY AND SINGING: THE
GLORY OF LEBANON SHALL BE GIVEN UNTO IT, THE EXCELLENCY OF CARMEL AND
SHARON, THEY SHALL SEE THE GLORY OF THE LORD, AND THE EXCELLENCY OF OUR
GOD.

3STRENGTHEN YE THE WEAK HANDS, AND CONFIRM THE FEEBLE KNEES.

4SAY TO THEM THAT ARE OF A FEARFUL HEART, BE STRONG, FEARNOT: BEHOLD,
YOUR GOD WILL COME WITH VENGEANCE, EVEN GOD WITH A RECOMPENCE; HE
WILL COME AND SAVE YOU.

STHEN THE EYES OF THE BLIND SHALL BE OPENED, AND THE EARS OF THE DEAF
SHALL BE UNSTOPPED.

6 THEN SHALL THE LAME MAN LEAP AS AN HART, AND THE TONGUE OF THE DUMB
SING: FOR IN THE WILDERNESS SHALL WATERS BREAK OUT, AND STREAMS IN THE
DESERT.

7 AND THE PARCHED GROUND SHALL BECOME A POOL, AND THE THIRSTY LAND
SPRINGS OF WATER: IN THE HABITATION OF DRAGONS, WHERE EACH LAY, SHALL BE
GRASS WITH REEDS AND RUSHES.

8 AND AN HIGHWAY SHALL BE THERE, AND A WAY, AND IT SHALL BE CALLED THE
WAY OF HOLINESS; THE UNCLEAN SHALL NOT PASS OVERIT; BUT IT SHALL BE FOR
THOSE: THE WAYFARING MEN, THOUGH FOOLS, SHALL NOT ERR THEREIN.

9NO LION SHALL BE THERE, NOR ANY RAVENOUS BEAST SHALL GO UP THEREON, IT
SHALL NOT BE FOUND THERE; BUT THE REDEEMED SHALL WALK THERE:

10 AND THE RANSOMED OF THE LORD SHALL RETURN, AND COME TO ZION WITH
SONGS AND EVERLASTING JOY UPON THEIR HEADS: THEY SHALL OBTAIN JOY AND
GLADNESS, AND SORROW AND SIGHING SHALL FLEE AWAY.

This kingdom will be a worldwide display of Christ's glory, when all nature will be set free from the
bondage of sin.
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ROMANS 8:19-22

19 FOR THE EARNEST EXPECTATION OF THE CREATURE WAITETH FOR THE
MANIFESTATION OF THE SONS OF GOD.

20 FOR THE CREATURE WAS MADE SUBJECT TO VANITY, NOT WILLINGLY, BUT BY
REASON OF HIM WHO HATH SUBJECTED THE SAME IN HOPE,

21 BECAUSE THE CREATURE ITSELF ALSO SHALL BE DELIVERED FROM THE BONDAGE
OF CORRUPTION INTO THE GLORIOUS LIBERTY OF THE CHILDREN OF GOD.

22 FOR WE KNOW THAT THE WHOLE CREATION GROANETH AND TRAVAILETH IN PAIN
TOGETHER UNTIL NOW.

During the Millennium, the inhabitants of the earth will include not only glorified saints, but also
citizens of the nations who bow in submission to Jesus Christ.  (see Matt 25:31-40; also 8:11) Because of
the earth's perfect conditions, people will live long lives.  (Isa 65:17-25, especially v. 20). They will marry
and have children who will outwardly conform to our Lord's righteous rule. But not all of them will be
truly born again as the Millennium progresses; and this explains why Satan will be able to gather a great
army of rebels at the close of the Kingdom Age. This is why verse 8 of this chapter says that this group of
people will stay in their graves until the end of the 1000 year reign of Jesus.

The resurrection of the wicked is referred to as the second resurrection. For many centuries, man
has dreamed of a 'golden age,'" a "'utopia" in which the human race will be free from war, sickness, and
even death. Men have tried to achieve this goal on their own and have failed. Itis only when Jesus Christ
reigns on David's throne that the kingdom will come and the earth be delivered from the oppression of
Satan and sin.

REVELATION 21:1-27
1 AND ISAW ANEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH: FOR THE FIRST HEAVEN AND THE
FIRST EARTH WERE PASSED AWAY; AND THERE WAS NO MORE SEA.

John saw the old heaven and earth pass away and the sea vanish. We are not told in this verse how this is
done, but other scripture tells us that this present sky and earth will be refined by fire. Fire in this caseis a
purifying agent. All thatis contrary the Word of God will be burned up. The region above the earth, that is,
the sky will become new at the same time the earth itself will become new.

REVELATION 21:2
2 AND IJOHN SAW THE HOLY CITY, NEW JERUSALEM, COMING DOWN FROM GOD OUT
OF HEAVEN, PREPARED AS A BRIDE ADORNED FOR HER HUSBAND.

John then saw Holy Jerusalem in all of its glory descend out of Heaven to become a permanent fixture on
the newly refined earth.

REVELATION 21:3

3 AND ITHEARD A GREAT VOICE OUT OF HEAVEN SAYING, BEHOLD, THE TABERNACLE
OF GOD IS WITH MEN, AND HE WILL DWELL WITH THEM, AND THEY SHALL BE HIS
PEOPLE, AND GOD HIMSELF SHALL BE WITH THEM, AND BE THEIR GOD.
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John heard a voice thunder from the Throne: '"Look! Look! God has moved into the neighborhood,
making His home with men and women! They're his people, he's their God. The word “tabernacle” is used
here to denote God dwelling here on earth so He can continue to provide an eternal unbroken fellowship
with the saints. Because of His presence, there will be no more sorrow.

REVELATION 21:4

4 AND GOD SHALL WIPE AWAY ALL TEARS FROM THEIR EYES; AND THERE SHALL BE
NO MORE DEATH, NEITHER SORROW, NOR CRYING, NEITHER SHALL THERE BE ANY
MORE PAIN: FOR THE FORMER THINGS ARE PASSED AWAY.

He'll wipe every tear from their eyes. Death is gone for good — tears gone, crying gone, pain gone — all the
first order of things gone.

REVELALTION 21:5
S AND HE THAT SAT UPON THE THRONE SAID, BEHOLD, I MAKE ALL THINGS NEW. AND
HE SAID UNTO ME, WRITE: FOR THESE WORDS ARE TRUE AND FAITHFUL.

The Enthroned continued, Look! I'm making everything new. Write it all down — each word dependable
and accurate.

REVELATION 21:6

6 AND HE SAID UNTO ME, IT IS DONE. I AM ALPHA AND OMEGA, THE BEGINNING AND
THE END. I WILL GIVE UNTO HIM THAT IS ATHIRST OF THE FOUNTAIN OF THE WATER
OF LIFE FREELY.

Then he said, ""It's happened. I'm A to Z. I'm the Beginning, I'm the Conclusion. From Water-of-Life
Well I give freely to the thirsty.

REVELATION 21:7
7HE THAT OVERCOMETH SHALL INHERIT ALL THINGS; AND I WILL BE HIS GOD, AND
HE SHALL BE MY SON.

Conquerors inherit all this. I'll be God to them, they'll be sons and daughters to me.

REVELATION 21:8

8 BUT THE FEARFUL, AND UNBELIEVING, AND THE ABOMINABLE, AND MURDERERS,
AND WHOREMONGERS, AND SORCERERS, AND IDOLATERS, AND ALL LIARS, SHALL
HAVE THEIR PART IN THE LAKE WHICH BURNETH WITH FIRE AND BRIMSTONE:
WHICH IS THE SECOND DEATH.

But for the rest, they will have gone past the point of being given a chance to repent. This includes the
cowardly and faithless, they are doomed to hell. The abominable—those degenerates polluted by the
earth’s abominations will burn in eternal fire. Murderers and sex peddlers, homosexuals, and the like will
join the devil and the antichrist in hell. The sorcerers, thatis, those who are involved in any way with the
illegal drug use or distribution will not escape the fire and brimstone of hell. The idolaters may wish they
would have believed in the one and only true God, Jehovah by Name, but they chose to worship a heathen
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god. Even though they may have been ignorant regarding Yahweh and have sincerely worship another
god, they will still split hell wide open because Jesus is the only Way into the presence of the real God. Then,
there are the liars who deviate from the truth for the purpose of deceiving— for them it's Lake Fire and
Brimstone which is the Second death!"

REVELATION 21:9-14

9 AND THERE CAME UNTO ME ONE OF THE SEVEN ANGELS WHICH HAD THE SEVEN
VIALS FULL OF THE SEVEN LAST PLAGUES, AND TALKED WITH ME, SAYING, COME
HITHER, I WILL SHEW THEE THE BRIDE, THE LAMB'S WIFE.

10 AND HE CARRIED ME AWAY IN THE SPIRIT TO A GREAT AND HIGH MOUNTAIN, AND
SHEWED ME THAT GREAT CITY, THE HOLY JERUSALEM, DESCENDING OUT OF
HEAVEN FROM GOD,

11 HAVING THE GLORY OF GOD: AND HER LIGHT WAS LIKE UNTO A STONE MOST
PRECIOUS, EVEN LIKE A JASPER STONE, CLEAR AS CRYSTAL; -

12 AND HAD A WALL GREAT AND HIGH, AND HAD TWELVE GATES, AND AT THE GATES
TWELVE ANGELS, AND NAMES WRITTEN THEREON, WHICH ARE THE NAMES OF THE
TWELVE TRIBES OF THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL:

13 ON THE EAST THREE GATES; ON THE NORTH THREE GATES; ON THE SOUTH THREE
GATES; AND ON THE WEST THREE GATES.

14 AND THE WALL OF THE CITY HAD TWELVE FOUNDATIONS, AND IN THEM THE
NAMES OF THE TWELVE APOSTLES OF THE LAMB.

The angel took John away in the Spirit to an enormously, high mountain and showed him Holy Jerusalem
descending out of Heaven from God which he referred to as the Bride of Christ. The City shined brighter
than what John remembered the sun ever shining. The New Jerusalem was brilliant with the glory of God.
It glimmered like a precious gem, filled with pulsing light. She had a wall majestic and high with twelve
gates. At each gate stood an Angel, and on the gates were inscribed the names of the Twelve Tribes of the
sons of Israel: There were three gates on the east, three gates on the north, three gates on the south, and
three gates on the west. All three gates on each side were continuously open so all people could enter easily
from all four directions. The wall was set on twelve foundations, the names of the Twelve Apostles of the
Lamb inscribed on them.

Notice, the Twelve Tribes of Israel and the Twelve Apostles are mentioned in these verses. That lets
us know that the saints of both—the Old Testament and the New Testament are combined in the make-up
of this Holy City.

In both cases, they were eye-witnesses to the revelation of God.

REVELATION 21:15-17

15 AND HE THAT TALKED WITH ME HAD A GOLDEN REED TO MEASURE THE CITY, AND
THE GATES THEREOF, AND THE WALL THEREOF.

16 AND THE CITY LIETH FOURSQUARE, AND THE LENGTH IS AS LARGE AS THE
BREADTH: AND HE MEASURED THE CITY WITH THE REED, TWELVE THOUSAND
FURLONGS. THE LENGTH AND THE BREADTH AND THE HEIGHT OF IT ARE EQUAL.

17 AND HE MEASURED THE WALL THEREOF, AN HUNDRED AND FORTY AND FOUR
CUBITS, ACCORDING TO THE MEASURE OF A MAN, THAT IS, OF THE ANGEL.
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The Angel speaking with John had a gold measuring stick to measure the City, its gates, and its wall.

The City was laid out in a perfect square. He measured the City with the measuring stick: twelve thousand
stadia, its length, width, and height all equal. So, we see that the City was a perfect cube, as symbol of
perfection as was the Most Holy Place of the Tabernacle. The dimensions of 12 times 1000 or 12,000,
indicate that there will be plenty of room for all of the redeemed. Using the standard measure, the Angel
measured the thickness of its wall: 144 cubits

REVELATION 21:18-21

18 AND THE BUILDING OF THE WALL OF IT WAS OF JASPER: AND THE CITY WAS PURE
GOLD, LIKE UNTO CLEAR GLASS.

19 AND THE FOUNDATIONS OF THE WALL OF THE CITY WERE GARNISHED WITH ALL
MANNER OF PRECIOUS STONES. THE FIRST FOUNDATION WAS JASPER; THE SECOND,
SAPPHIRE; THE THIRD, A CHALCEDONY; THE FOURTH, AN EMERALD;

20 THE FIFTH, SARDONYX; THE SIXTH, SARDIUS; THE SEVENTH, CHRYSOLITE; THE
EIGHTH, BERYL; THE NINTH, A TOPAZ; THE TENTH, A CHRYSOPRASUS; THE ELEVENTH,
A JACINTH; THE TWELFTH, AN AMETHYST. 5-

21 AND THE TWELVE GATES WERE TWELVE PEARLS; EVERY SEVERAL GATE WAS OF
ONE PEARL: AND THE STREET OF THE CITY WAS PURE GOLD, AS IT WERE
TRANSPARENT GLASS.

The precious materials used in the construction of the city magnify its beauty and glory.

REVELATION 21:22-23

22 AND I SAW NO TEMPLE THEREIN: FOR THE LORD GOD ALMIGHTY AND THE LAMB
ARE THE TEMPLE OF IT.

23 AND THE CITY HAD NO NEED OF THE SUN, NEITHER OF THE MOON, TO SHINE INIT:
FOR THE GLORY OF GOD DID LIGHTENIT, AND THE LAMB IS THE LIGHT THEREOF

But there was no sign of a Temple, for the Lord God — the Sovereign-Strong — and the Lamb are the
Temple. The City doesn't need any created light. God's Glory is its light, the Lamb its lamp!

REVELATION 21:24-26

24 AND THE NATIONS OF THEM WHICH ARE SAVED SHALL WALK IN THE LIGHT OF IT:
AND THE KINGS OF THE EARTH DO BRING THEIR GLORY AND HONOUR INTOIT.

25 AND THE GATES OF IT SHALL NOT BE SHUT AT ALL BY DAY: FOR THERE SHALL BE
NO NIGHT THERE.

26 AND THEY SHALL BRING THE GLORY AND HONOUR OF THE NATIONS INTOIT.

The city is perfect in its universality and in its holiness. The nations will walk in its light and earth's
kings bring in their splendor. Its gates will never be shut by day, and there won't be any night. They'll bring
the glory and honor of the nations into the City.

REVELATION 21:27

27 AND THERE SHALL INNO WISE ENTER INTO IT ANY THING THAT DEFILETH,
NEITHER WHATSOEVER WORKETH ABOMINATION, ORMAKETH A LIE: BUT THEY
WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN THE LAMB'S BOOK OF LIFE.
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John continues the description of the New Jerusalem in chapter 22. As the Holy City had
descended out of heaven, John had only an external view of it, and that from a distance. Probably, God
knew that if John wrote about the inside of the city, it would be above and beyond anything we, in our
current physical bodies, could comprehend. It is also noteworthy that this chapter gives us a glimpse into a
finished Plan of Redemption which has the same images as the first chapter of human history.

The first thing that John records is that there is a literal River which supplies the New Jerusalem
with bright, pure, and living water.

REVELATION 22:1
1 AND HE SHEWED ME A PURE RIVER OF WATER OF LIFE, CLEAR AS CRYSTAL,
PROCEEDING OUT OF THE THRONE OF GOD AND OF THE LAMB.

Remember, there was a river that flowed through the Garden of Eden. Spiritually speaking, this Holy City
River is symbolic of the Holy Spirit who gives ever-lasting life through Jesus to us now and continues to
sustain our life for all eternity.

REVELATION 22:2

2 IN THE MIDST OF THE STREET OF IT, AND ON EITHER SIDE OF THE RIVER, WAS THERE
THE TREE OF LIFE, WHICH BARE TWELVE MANNER OF FRUITS, AND YIELDED HER
FRUIT EVERY MONTH: AND THE LEAVES OF THE TREE WERE FOR THE HEALING OF
THE NATIONS.

Just as there was a Tree of Life in the Garden of Eden which was the symbol and support of eternal life for
the couple, both for their bodies and souls, there are Trees of Life on each side of the river. Thus, the saints
of all times will have continual access to these trees.

REVELATION 22:3
3 AND THERE SHALL BE NO MORE CURSE: BUT THE THRONE OF GOD AND OF THE
LAMB SHALL BE IN IT; AND HIS SERVANTS SHALL SERVE HIM:

The first Paradise was glorious, but with all its blessedness, sin entered it, and the curse came, under which
the earth and man have been laboring since Adam and Eve sinned. In verse 3, God gives assurance that this
will never happen in the Holy City.

Remember, verse 27 of chapter 21.

REVELATION 21:27

27 AND THERE SHALL IN NO WISE ENTER INTO IT ANY THING THAT DEFILETH,
NEITHER WHATSOEVER WORKETH ABOMINATION, OR MAKETH A LIE: BUT THEY
WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN THE LAMB'S BOOK OF LIFE.

The glory and blessedness of the Holy City will never again give place to darkness, sin and death. Jesus
Christ, the Second Adam, will restrain the tempter from ever again going to and fro over the earth. In
addition, holy angels will have stood the test and will never fall. They, too, unlike lucifer, will guard the
Throne of God from which only that which is true and good will flow.
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Before we move on to the next verse in chapter 22, let’s look at the Throne of God and of the Lamb.
There is the Father’s Throne which was in heaven before it Holy City descended. Now, it is here on earth,
located, of course in the New Jerusalem.

At the beginning of the Book of Revelation, Jesus was seen by John as moving through the churches
of Asia and in heaven as a Lamb slain, but standing. Jesus occupied a Throne of Judgment called the Great
‘White Throne just before the New Jerusalem descended. But now, we get to the part where there is throne
upon which Jesus will sit to reign with His Father for all eternity. This is the time of His great
consummation. Jesus is given this throne as a result of His achievement as a sacrifice for sin, and in His
particular character as the world’s Savior and Redeemer. Itis the throne of God as the Lamb, the All-
Ruler, who once was slain, but lives again, and here is to reign with His glorified saints to the ages of the ages.
Itis the seat and center of all authority and power for the regulations and government of human affairs.

Finally, John records the condition of things under this administration. We, the saints, are to serve
Him. We are His attendants. We will not be idle. We will have more to do than just sing and worship and
enjoy the scenery. The perfection of worship is service, activity for God, the doing the will of God. We are to
work, heavenly work, the highest kind of work, the execution and administration of the will and bidding of
the Throne of Eternity, the work of high officials who stand nearest the Thone, and through whom the
Thone expresses itself.

REVELATION 22:4
4 AND THEY (WE) SHALL SEE HIS FACE; AND HIS NAME SHALL BE IN THEIR (OUR)
FOREHEADS.

We will be priest and kings just as Jesus is both Priest and King—to a lesser degree than Jesus, of course.

REVELATION 22:5

5 AND THERE SHALL BE NO NIGHT THERE; AND THEY NEED NO CANDLE, NEITHER
LIGHT OF THE SUN; FOR THE LORD GOD GIVETH THEM LIGHT: AND THEY SHALL
REIGN FOR EVER AND EVER.

The light of God and the Lamb shall be so full, glorious, and abiding, that night no longer can exist in that
city. The Scripture does not tell us exactly who we will rule over. It does say that there will be nations
outside of the Holy City over which we will rule. Since there will be degrees in rewards under the reign of
Christ based on how many good works were done before we entered into heaven, it seems that those with
greater rewards will rule over those with lesser rewards.

Now, we are coming down to the last instructions that John was told to write by the angel that was
showing him the New Jerusalem. Please listen closely as Fay reads these instructions. Itis imperative that
we understand them if we plan to be in that Heavenly city one day. They are simple and can be understood
by each one of us. 3-

REVELATION 22:6-15

6 AND HE SAID UNTO ME, THESE SAYINGS ARE FAITHFUL AND TRUE: AND THE LORD
GOD OF THE HOLY PROPHETS SENT HIS ANGEL TO SHEW UNTO HIS SERVANTS THE
THINGS WHICH MUST SHORTLY BE DONE.
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7 BEHOLD, I COME QUICKLY: BLESSED IS HE THAT KEEPETH THE SAYINGS OF THE
PROPHECY OF THIS BOOK.

8 AND IJOHN SAW THESE THINGS, AND HEARD THEM. AND WHEN 1 HAD HEARD AND
SEEN, I FELL DOWN TO WORSHIP BEFORE THE FEET OF THE ANGEL WHICH SHEWED
ME THESE THINGS.

9 THEN SAITH HE UNTO ME, SEE THOU DO IT NOT: FORIAM THY FELLOWSERVANT,
AND OF THY BRETHREN THE PROPHETS, AND OF THEM WHICH KEEP THE SAYINGS OF
THIS BOOK: WORSHIP GOD.

10 AND HE SAITH UNTO ME, SEAL NOT THE SAYINGS OF THE PROPHECY OF THIS BOOK:
FOR THE TIME IS AT HAND.

11 HE THAT IS UNJUST, LET HIM BE UNJUST STILL: AND HE WHICH IS FILTHY, LET HIM
BE FILTHY STILL: AND HE THAT IS RIGHTEOUS, LET HIM BE RIGHTEOUS STILL: AND HE
THAT ISHOLY, LET HIM BE HOLY STILL.

12 AND, BEHOLD, I COME QUICKLY; AND MY REWARD IS WITH ME, TO GIVE EVERY
MAN ACCORDING AS HIS WORK SHALL BE.

131 AM ALPHA AND OMEGA, THE BEGINNING AND THE END, THE FIRST AND THE LAST.
14 BLESSED ARE THEY THAT DO HIS COMMANDMENTS, THAT THEY MAY HAVE RIGHT
TO THE TREE OF LIFE, AND MAY ENTER IN THROUGH THE GATES INTO THE CITY.

15 FOR WITHOUT ARE DOGS, AND SORCERERS, AND WHOREMONGERS, AND
MURDERERS, AND IDOLATERS, AND WHOSOEVER LOVETH AND MAKETH A LIE.

The instructions will continue, but I want once again remind each of you that the Book of Revelation is for
our information. We were told at the beginning of the Book that we would be blessed by reading it. We
have done just that! A great portion of it was verse by verse. It is my prayer that each one of us has
determined all the more to make heaven our home when we leave this earth.

Now look closely at the conclusion spoken by Jesus.

REVELATION 22:16-21

16 1 JESUS HAVE SENT MINE ANGEL TO TESTIFY UNTO YOU THESE THINGS IN THE
CHURCHES.I AM THE ROOT AND THE OFFSPRING OF DAVID, AND THE BRIGHT AND
MORNING STAR.

17 AND THE SPIRIT AND THE BRIDE SAY, COME. AND LET HIM THAT HEARETH SAY,
COME. AND LET HIM THAT IS ATHIRST COME. AND WHOSOEVER WILL, LET HIM TAKE
THE WATER OF LIFE FREELY.

18 FORITESTIFY UNTO EVERY MAN THAT HEARETH THE WORDS OF THE PROPHECY
OF THIS BOOK, IF ANY MAN SHALL ADD UNTO THESE THINGS, GOD SHALL ADD UNTO
HIM THE PLAGUES THAT ARE WRITTEN IN THIS BOOK:

19 AND IF ANY MAN SHALL TAKE AWAY FROM THE WORDS OF THE BOOK OF THIS
PROPHECY, GOD SHALL TAKE AWAY HIS PART OUT OF THE BOOK OF LIFE, AND OUT
OF THE HOLY CITY, AND FROM THE THINGS WHICH ARE WRITTEN IN THIS BOOK.

Verse 16 points to the character and majesty of Jesus Christ. Jesus is immutable, almighty, omniscience
and faithful. Joseph was told to call His name Jesus for He would save His people from their sins and that is
what He did. Jesus is source and the end of all history. He called the world into existence, presides over all
its chances and brings it to its consummation according to His own will. He is co-equal and co-eternal with
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the Father. Yet, He denotes His humanity by identifying with David. And as a human, He was a light to
the darkness of this world. Jesus lets us know that the time is at hand for Him to come quickly. The Holy
Spirit, who forewarns of things to come, is saying to Jesus, ““Come.” The Bride of Christ also is eager for His
soon return.

We have studied this revelation and desire the fulfillment of the Book of Revelation. So we, too, say
“Come” The Spirit of the Lord is offering living water, right now, to anyone who wishes to drink. He is
giving us more time to get our loved ones saved before it is too late. The Plan of Salvation is still available
today. Woe, to anyone who tampers with or attempts to alter this message of Redemption.

REVELATION 22:20-21

20 HE WHICH TESTIFIETH THESE THINGS SAITH, SURELY I COME QUICKLY. AMEN.
EVEN SO, COME, LORD JESUS.

21 THE GRACE OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST BE WITH YOU ALL. AMEN.

The whole creation groans and travails together in pain for the manifestation of the sons of God,

how much more, we, the sons of God should yearn for the completion of our salvation. Will you say with
me, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus?” AMEN!
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